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Soiiem Diitriet ofLauUiafM, n. 

Bb XT RBMBMBBRso, That OH the twamtieth day of July, in tha 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, and of the 
mdMendence of the United Statet the fifty-thjrd. FRANCOIS.XAVIBR 
HAftTlN , of the laid djptri^t, halb dopMted k the Clerk's office fo»the 
District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Louisiana, 
the title of a book, the right whereof he claims as author, to wit: 



"The History of North Carolina, firom the earliest period. By 
Fran^i»-XaTier Martin. 

C4>l&nuf mutem jurat inttituiafue pepuii Romania non mt 
orMlrtt, haltebant. 

Obl. lib. 16, cap. 28. 

Ill conformity to an act of Congiysi of the United States, entitled " An 
act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of majis, 
charts and books to the authors and proprietors of fueh copies dunng 
the times therein mentioned;" and also, to the act entitled ** An act su|^ 
plementary to an act, entitle4 * an act for the encouragemenfllf learning, 
by securing the copies of maps, ehai;ts and books, io the authors and 
proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned,' and ex* 
tending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraTing and etchng 
historical and other prints." 

FIUNKUN W. LEA, 
CkrkcfOu UnUed C<mrtfm' At JE&tUm DistricI 
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CHAPTER I. 

Carolina* on its becoming the property of the 
crown, was divided into two distinct provinces, and 
on the 29tfa of April, 1730, George Burrington, who 
a few jears before, bad presided over the northern 
part of the province, under the authority of the lords 
proprietors, was appointed governor of North Car- 
olina. He did not reach his government till the 
middle of the month of February; Sir Richard Eve« 
lord yielded him the supreme authority without any 
struggle, and he qualified at Eldenton on the 25th. 
None of the former officers were continued. Wil- 
liam Smith was appointed chief justice, Nathaniel 
Rice, secretary, Edmund Porter, judge of the ad- 
miralty, John Montgomery^ attorney general, and 
Robert Holton, provost marshal. Those officers 
were named as ceuncellors, in the governor's comr 
missioui* John Palin, Joseph Jenoure, John Bap- 
tist Ashe, Cornelius Harnett, John Lovick, Edmund 
Gale and Mathew Rowan were either named with 
them in the same instrument, or called into the 
king's council, during Burring ton's administration. 

His instructions provided, that three members of 
the king's council should constitute a quorum ; they 
required him, in case of a vac^flQ^jry to forward with 

V. CARO. II, I 
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the infortnation of it, the names of a nnmber of res* 
pectable plapters, whom he might deem proper 
persons to fill^; but, ^n ease the board was reduc- 
ed to less than seven members, thej authorized 
him, with the advice of the council, to fill vacancies, 
until that number was complete. He had power to 
suspend any member of the coancil, on just cause, 
from his seat at the bpard, until the king^s pleasure 
was known ; to grant reprieves in cases of treason^ 
and pardons for all other oflences, and to collate to 

all ecclesiastical benefices. 
He was directed, with the advice of the council,. 

to call assemblies of the freeholders of the prov^ 

ince, according to former usage, and authori- 

sed, with their consent and that of the council, to 

exercise legislative powers: but the provincial acts 

were to be transmitted to the king in council for 

his revision, and on his disallowance they were to 

cease having any force. 

With the assent of the council, he was also em- 
powered tor establish courts of justice, fairs and 
markets, and to dispose of vacant lands. 

The governor and council weii& -authorized to 
hold a court of error, and take cognizance of all 
suits, in which the matter in dispute exceeded in 
value the sum of one hundred pounds, and from 
them an appeal lay to the king in council, in Eng- 
land, if it exceeded three hundred pounds sterling. 

The lords of the admiralty had granted to gov- 
ernor Burrington a commission o( vice-admiral in 
the province. 

The vice-admiral, membera of the council, 
commanders of the king's ships in the province, 



chiefJQdtice, jadge of the yice-admiralfy, secretary^ 
receiver and sorveyor-general, were constitated a 
-court for the trial of pirates. 

The prosperity of the king^s new acqoisition 
depending in a great degree on the tranquility of 
its inhabitants, it had been judged by the British 
ministry, an object of primary imptirtance to secure 
the friendship of the nations of Indians, by whom 
there was most reason to apprehend it might be 
disturbed. For this purpose Sir Aleiander Cum* 
ming was sent to conclude a treaty of alliance with 
the Cherokees, at that time a waiiike and formida* 
ble nation. They occupied the land on the back 
part of the settlements of both the Oarolinas, to- 
wards thft Appalachean nM>untains. The country 
they claimed as their hunting grounds was of im^ 
mense extent, and the boundaries of it had never 
been ascertained. The inhabitants of their difier* 
ent towns were computed to amount to more ' than 
twenty thousand, six thousand of whom were war** 
riors, fit to take the field on any emergency. An 
alliance, with this nation, was an object of impor- 
tance to the Carofinas, and likewise to the mother 
•country, who now engaged their protection and de- 
fence. Sir Alexander arrived at Charleston about 
the same time that governor Burrington reached 
Edenton. He hxTt no time, and in a few weeks 
after met the chiefe of the Cherokee tower towns, 
at Keowe^ they received him with mariks of 
friedship and esteem. Messengers were immedi- 
ately sent to the towns in the middle, Tslley and 
over hill settlements to summon a general meeting 
«f the dnefii) for the purpose of holding a congrest 
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with Sir Alexander, in the month of April, at 
Requassee. 

Immediately after his qualification, governor Bar« 
rington issued a proclamation for conrening the 
first legislative assembly of the province, under the 
immediate authority of -the crown. They were 
^ called at Edenton, and required to meet on the 
13th of April, 1731. With a view to secure the 
friendship' of the Indians^wbo were immediately on 
the western frontier of his government, he sent 
John Brikell, a physician, to meet them. The doc- 
tor sat oflTin the latter part of February from Eden« 
ton,' attended by a company of ten men and two 
Indians as huntsmen and interpreters. The detail 
of his journey afibrds an accurate idea of the state 
of the country, at that time. He had provided him- 
self with fire arms, ammunition, horses, two mari- 
ner's compasses, rum, salt, pepper, Indian com, and 
other necessaries. After they had passed the plan- 
tations of the whites, they camped every evening 
an hour before sunset, tied their horses to trees, 
which they made the Indians climb up to procure a 
sufficient quantity of moss for the horses, and to 
make beds for the men. They then sent the Indians 
to bunt and, in the mean while, made a large . 
fire of broken limbs of trees^ which they found 
plentifully scattered through the woods; they 
piled them up, in order to continue burning all nighty 
to prevent wild beasts or pernicious insects froia 
approachintjc them or their horses. 

As soon as the Indians had discharged one or two 
shots, and given signal of their success by hallow- 
ipg, some df the party were despatched to their ai^ 
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sistance to bring to the camp the game they had 
killed: and they seldom returned i^ithout more than 
a sufficient quantity of venison; wild turkeys and 
other game^ for the support of the whole company* 
When thus supplied with meat^ they roasted and 
boiled a portion of it for supper, parched some 
Indian com to serve instead of bread, and sat down 
to their meal with good appetite, whetted 'by the 
keen air; their tables, dbhes and plates being the 
bark of trees. Sapper being over they made a 
kirge gourdfiil of punch, and, when disposed to 
rest, lay on beds of moss near the fire, the company 
keeping a ciHistant watch by turns, every four hours. 
After a journey of fifteen days, they reached the 
fi>ot of the laountains, without having met any hu* 
man being on their way, since they had left the set- 
tlements of the white people. On their approach, 
they were discovered by a party of the Iix>quois 
Indians, a powerful nation, continually at war, and 
wandering between the gulf of Mexico and the 
river SL Lawrence, As soon as they perceived 
the doctor^s party they disappeared, and gave no<* 
tice to their chief, who despatched one of his cap* 
tains^ painted as red as vermillion, with a strong 
guard, armed with bows and arrows. When the 
party came in sight of the doctor's camp« which 
was in the middle of a large savannah, they baited, 
and the leader, attended by one Indian, advanced, 
holding a green bough in his hand* He gave the 
doctor to understand that he was sent* by his chie( 
who desired to know whether the white people 
came for peace or war, or wl^at other business had 
brooght them hither. The doctor informed him. 
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through one of his interpreters, that his views were 
friendly, that be had no other object than to culti- 
vate a good understanding and view the country^ 
On receiving this answer he sat down and despatch- 
ed the Indian, who had approached with him, to 
convey the .doctor^s answer to the chie£ The 
doctor regaled his guest with punch, and made him 
a present of a few toys, with which he appeared 
much pleased. On the return of the Indian, his 
messenger, he went to meet him at a small distance, 
and receiving bis message, returned to inform the 
doctor, that it was the wish of the chief that his 
party would pay him a visiti assuring them of his 
friendship. The doctor and his men were at first 
unwilling to comply, fearing some untoward conse- 
quence might attend the acceptance of this invita- 
tion : at length, encouraged by the assurances their 
guest gave them of the sincerity ttftfae chiefs friend-* 
ship, they consented to visit him, determined on de- 
fending themselves to the last extremity, in case any 
violence was offered. They mardied, attended by 
all the Indians that had come out, and towards eix 
o^clock reached the Indian townf and were con- 
ducted to the state house, where the chief ^nd hia 
war captains were met to receive them. On their 
entering they all rose, and the chief placed the 
doctor near him : he enquired into the motives of 
the journey of his party, and after the health of his 
brother, meaning the governor of the whites. . On 
receiving the doctor's answer, he welcomed him 
and his companions, shaking every one of them by 
the hand, assuring them of his great n^ard, and of 
the (nendahip he entertained for their nation* 
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Some punch was made for the chief and his cap- 
tains, and a few knives and glass beads were pre- 
sented bim^ which proved so highly acceptable 
that be gave wders to all bis people to treat his 
guests in the most fiiendly manner, and supply them 
with whatever they had occasion for, while they 
chose to tarry among them: they wer^ conducted 
to one of the chief's houses, which had been pre- 
pared for their reception, where they lay upon 
benches, covered with bear-skins. The Indians 
took particular care of their horses, and supplied 
the doctor and his men, with venison, wild fowls, 
fish, various kinds of dried fruit, pulse and water, 
no stronger liquor being io be met among these 
people. 

The chief's houses* were in the center of the 
town; the rest of the buildings being erected in a 
confused order, without any regular streets, shops^ 
or any handicraft trade being found among men. 

The news of the arrival of the doctor^ brought 
a number of men and women around him, and, 
also^ boys and girls, who were stark naked. These 
would come to the white people, touch their 
clothes and gaze on them,* with admiration and 
wonder. 

The chief endeavored to amuse his guests, by 
making, men and women dance before them, and 
the lads shoot with bows and arrows, and perform 
their warlike exercises. TJbe doctor finding . him- 
self ia favor with his host, requested a sight of his 
quiogosan, or chamel house, and was indulged; he 
observed it was the largest he had ever beheld. 
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Having spent two dayg in town, the doctor beg- 
ged the chief to permit him to depart, which was 
reluctantly granted ; he presented him with a hot* 
tie of rum, and wto forced to accept, in return* 
some venison, Indian com and dried fruit The 
Indians accompanied their visitors about half a 
mile out, and took leave, wishing them health, and 
entreating them to call again, on their return. The 
party proceeded westwardly, and at eve, reached the 
top of a high mountain, where they halted. They 
found it difficult to provide, for their horses, the moss, 
which had, hitherto, nourished them, not being to be 
found on the mounti^ina They made a large fire, 
and gathering the withered leaves together for their 
beds, went to sleep. The next morning, they started 
very early, and setting forwanl, they reached, at eve, 
die western side of the first ridge of mountains, and 
got into an even beautifol yalley, adorned with woods 
and savannahs, of a very rich soil Here they en- 
camped that night, after haying made the longest day's 
journey, since their first setting out; for the country 
they had traversed was barren, and destitute of run- 
ning wat^, having met none bdt what was found by 
chance, in the hollow narts of the rocks, which was 
80 bad that the horses would not drink it. The next 
morning, they set forward, with great cheerfolness, 
having plenty of water and all kinds of provisiona 
They met with an Indian in the woods, who, as soon 
as he espied^he party, fled, and, notwithstanding they 
endeavored, by calling him, and making signs, to in- 
to induce him to stop, he soon disappeared After 
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two days' joarney, ihey reached another ridge of 
rocky mountains, with large trees in several places, 
and litde or no pasture, like the former; much higher, 
and having a beautiful prospect of large woods and 
forests, as far as the sight could extend : hence, they 
returned eastwardly and, in thirty two days, reached 
die settlements of the white people. 

Early in the month of April, the chief warriors of 
the Cherokee towns met Sir Alexander Gumming, at 
the place appointed, and ackno'wledgjed king George, 
for their sovereign lord, and, on their knees, promised 
fidelity and obedience to him. Sir Alexander, by 
their unanimous consent, appointed Moytoy, comman- 
der in chief of the Cherokee nation, and the warriors 
of the different tribes, acknowledged him for their 
king, and promised to be accountable to him, for their 
conduct Sir Alexander made several useful presents 
to the Indians, and the congress broke up to the sat- 
isfaction of all The crown, or diadem of the nation, 
which consisted of five eagle-tails and four scalps of 
their enemies, was brought from Tennessee, their chief 
town, and Moytoy presented it to Sir Alexander, de- 
siring him, on his return, to lay it at the feet of his 
sovereign ; but at his request, the Indian king deputed 
six of his warriors to carry it to England, and there 
do homage with it to the king. They accompanied 
Sir Alexander to Charleston and embarked on board 
the Fox ship of war. 

Governor Burrington met the legislature, according 
to his proclamation, at Edenton, on the 13th of April 
In his speech, at the opening of the session, he inform- 
ed the house, he had the king^s commands to recom* 

ST. CAAO. XI. 2 
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mend it to diem, to settle an adequate and permanent 
revenue en the king and his heirs^ for defraying the 
iaecesBary' charges of government in the province ; to 
allow a salary to his governor^ miitable to the dignity 
of his office; to make provision for defraying the ex- 
penses of the members of the king^s council and the 
house of assembly^ and the emoluments and fees of 
the officers employed in the administration of justice. 
The lower house did not recognize^ in this catalogue 
of requisitions, any of the adircintages, which* the 
people had been taught would- auend the change of 
ownership: they were not prepared to receive it 
with complacency, and but little attention wan paid 

tfaereta 
Justice now began to be adminiistered in the king'9 

name, and Cullen Pollock, Geoi^ Martin and Lsaac 

Hill, were appointed assistant justices of the supreme 

court. Chief justice Smith did not recognize bis 

American brethren, as pereons whose opinions were 

10 have much influence in forming the judgment of 

ibe eourt. He contended that, as his commission 

gave Um Hull power to hold the supreme court of 

the province^ ^ be needed no assistant in the exercise 

of that power.. He was willing to allow them to sil 

on the bench, provided they would confine themselves 

to yielding their advice, as the master of the rolb 

and sometimes the chief justice of England assist the 

lord chancellor. Perhaps, his displeasure arose from 

their being persons appointed by governor B urrington 

between whom and kunself, a considerable misunder- 

standing subsisted. The chief justice charged the 

governor with attempts to screen from pumshment, 

several officers, who had been guilty of great abuse 
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and oppresBion, under the late adminkBtt^tion^ and Jie 
even insinoated that the governor had shared the 
profiK of their ill practices 

O I the 30th of Jane, the Fox ship of war, on board 
of which Sir Alexander Gumming and the m Che* 
rok** • chiefi had embarked^ vrived at Dover. They 
proceeds *d to London, were introduced to the king, 
an :- laid the regalia of their nation at the foot of 
the throne. Considerable presents were made to 
ibc^iu, of doth, guns, shot, vermillion, flints, tiatchetg, 
kniv«^, &C. rhey entered into a treaty, by which 
tfiey submitted themselves and their people, to the 
0ov<T''igtity of die king and his suocessorsi they em^ 
ga 4('d HOC lo suffer their people to trade with any 
other nation than the English, nor la permit white 
men of any other nation to build forts or cabins, or 
plant com ainoagthem ; and, in case any such attempt 
was made, to give in&rmation of it, to (he king^s gov- 
amon and do whatever he would direct, for the main* 
ienance and defence of the king^s rig^tlo the «eantry« 
They engaged to apprehend runaway n^oes and 
deliver them to their owners or the governor; a 
gun and watch-coat were agreed to be given them, 
for every negro they apprehended and brought bade 
Provision was made f%vr the punishment of any Eng^ 
lishman killing an Indtan, and the sanrender of any 
Indian killing an Englishman, was stipulated. They 
were sent back, in the ship which had brought 4bem, 
and met their ccumrymen, with the highest idea of 
the power and greamess of the English nation, and 
not a Utile pleased with the kind and generons treat* 
mem they received 
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The animosity which subsisted between chief jus* 
tice Smith and governor Burrington, continuing to 
increase, the former, fearing likely at the meeting of 
the council in the spring of the following year, that 
the latter would exercise the power he had, of sus« 
pending; him from his seat at that board, sailed 
for England, with private instructions from the coun- 
cil, and laid their complaints against the governor, at 
the foot of the throne. 

At the third session of the parliament, which was 
convened on the accession of George II. to the crown^ 
a statute, of importance to the Carolinas, was passed. 
Rice having become the principal staple commodity of 
the southern province, and of that part of the northern 
which borders on the river Cape Fear, the regulation 
which required that species of produce to be landttl in 
Great Britain, before it could be shipped to any other 
part of Europe, had been found extremdv burden- 
some* This commodity, being bulky, could not well 
bear a double freight, and the circuitous route to which 
it was confined, before it could reach the coimtries, in 
which there was the greatest demand for it, often pre- 
vented its arrival at market, in as seasonable time, and 
in as good condition, as that from other places, less 
distant, and from winch, it was more immediately ship- 
ped. To remedy this evil, permission was granted to 
the king's subjects, of transporting rice from the Car^^^ 
oUnas, to the ports of Europe, to the southward of 
cape Finisterre, in vesseb built in Great Britain, or 
owned by the king's subjects, residing there, navi- 
gated according to law, and clearing out, in any port 
of Great Britain, for the Carolinas. Persons avail- 
bg themselves of this facility, were compelled to give 
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bonds that no tobacco, sugar, cotton, wool, indigo, dye 
woods, molasses, tar, turpentine, hemp, masts, yards, 
bow'sprits, cop|)er ore, skins or fur, would be exported 
with the rice. 

During the summer, governor Burrington visited 
the settlements of cape Fear, which began to extend to 
some distance along the stream and its branches; he 
fetumed to meet the legislature, in the town of Eden- 
ton, where he arrived on the 3d of November. He 
repeated his requisitions, and found the lower house 
totaXW unwilling to grant them. He, shortly after their 
meeting, prorogued them, observing he refrained from 
laying any business before them, on account of the 
indisposition, which they manifested, to comply with the 
king's wishes; that he judged it improper to proceed 
upon business with them, until he received the king's 
commands, having laid before him the undutiful beha« 
viour of the lower house last year, and concluded b^ 
assuring them that, in the mean while, he would take 
good care that the business of the province should be 
frithfulty conducted, and good order preserved. 

The Irish, obtained this year, a statute of the British 
parliament, allowing the exportation of non-enumerated 
commodities, from the king's American colonies to 
Ireland. 

Rope-walks, having been established in some of the 
northern provinces, and most of their shipping being 
supplied urith cordage of their manu&cture, measures 
were taken in parliament, to depress these rising estab« 
lishments, and it was enacted, that no drawback should 
be allo^ved on foreign unwrought hemp, exported to 
the Anierican colonies* 
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In the latter part of the munth of November, the 
precinct of Carteret, iivas divided by an act of the gov« 
emor in ootincil, and ^ western part of it was erected 
into a new precinct, called Onslow, in honor td Arthur 
Onslowi speaker of die British house of commons* 

With a view to the' farther security of t^e province of 
South Carolina, and the relief of indigent people in 
Great Britain and Irdand, the settlement <^ a new pro* 
vince^ betweenithe rivers Savannah and Alatamaha, was 
projected in England. Public spirit and private com« 
passion conspired in the pfonAotion of this ejccdient 
4e8i((nt several persons of humanity and opulence 
united and formed a plan for raising money for trans* 
porting poor £unilies, to tUs part of America, and on 
^ 9th of June, obtained a charter of incorporation: 
die new province was called Geof^ia^ in honor of the 
king, who gl^eatly fiivoitd the undertaking. The cw* 
pordtiOOv which consisted of twcuty«4»nc persons, was 
styled the trustees fiar settling and establishing the colony 
of Oeorf^ 

In the mondi of Noyember^ one hundred and fifty 
settlers, led hy lames O^lethoErpe, one of the trustees^ 
embarked, at GnnFeaend» fer Georgia. 

The facility with whidi furs^were procured in most 
of the American provinces, the trifling stock, the cheap 
apparatus, which are required in the manufiicture of hats^ 
bid induced some of thp colonists to employ their time 
and industry in thi% branch of business, its saccess 
had been considemble, and the exportation of American 
made hats, to the West India islands, Portugal and 
Spsdn, beoMne so exlen«ve as to give great. jHieasiness 
to, and consequently excite the .clamours pf the com*- 
pany of hatters in London. In order to check the 
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tnterpraiii^ spirit of the Americmsir io tfais lespect^ 
paiiisiaient forbade the exportation of hats from the ccmit* 
sefiiat provinces, to the West India islands and from one 
province to the other* and* aiade other severe regulations: 
no person was allowed tx> work at, or cany on^ thn 
kind of manu&cture, without having served an appren- 
tice^hip of seven years; no master was allowed more 
dfein two apprentices at the same time, or to employ 
any ne ajo. The statute hadthe intended eflfect, it cond- 
dembly prevented the estiA>lishmentorempk)ymenttyf hat 
mantf&ctures for distant sale, and confined the industry 
of the colonists, in diis inspect, to very narrow limits* 
To guard against the partiality of a Jury of the vicinage^ 
the lieavy penalties, by which diese neguladons were 
enforced, were made recoverable in any of the provinces, 
or in any part of Great Britain^ in which the defendant 
nught be oonvfeted, or the goods brought and seized. 

For assisting British creators,, in the recovery of the 
debts due them in America^ a statute was passed tUa 
yean authorizing the admissioa of ex parte testimony^ 
taken before t- e mayor, or ctuef magistrate of any city, 
borough, or town corporate, in Great Britidn, and lands 
andfhouses were made tiable to seizure and sale, as goods 
and chattels. 

Frederick V. of Demnark, purchased the island of 
St Croix, from Spain, in 1733. 

In the month of April, a new precinct was established, 
by a resolution of the governor and council, and called 
Edgecombe, and in the month of October, the precinct 
of New Hanover was divided, and the western part of 
it erected into a new one, by the name of Bladen, 
in compliment to Martin Bladen, one of the lords com- 
misnoncrs of trade and plantations. 
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In the spring, cliief justice Smith retamed frnm 
En^nd, and soon after, the ^vemor took his depar- 
ture, undtrr the pretence of a viut to South Carolina, 
from whcriice he bailed for Londotit in the month of 
, April. The administration of government dcvolvtx) on 
Nitthanial Rice, the secrrtaf}' of the province, who was 
the couiKiUor, first named in the king's instructions, 
as president and commander in chief; he qualified at 
Edenton. on the ITthof ApriL 

During the abstuce of the ctuef justice, John Palin^ 
presided, for some time, in the supreme court of the 
pnivmce, and was succeeded by VTilliam Little, with 
vbom, iohn Worlt^, William Owen, Mackara Scarbo- 
rough and William Badham, sat as associate justices. 

Great Britain took no part in the war, that began in 
1733, between France and Austria. The minister, de- 
pending on tlie |iacific temper of Cardinal de Fleury, 
whom war too much perplexed by the difficulties of the 
time, to reap too great an advantage, from the first 
succceasof the French arms. 
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CHAPTER n. 

President Rice's administration was of very short 
duration, for, during the summer, Gabriel Johnston was 
appointed governor of the province. 

This gentleman was a native of Scotland, and had re^ 
ceived his education in the univefsitv of St. Andrews t 
he had spent a few years in the acqui^tion of medical 
knowledge^ and soon after his reaching manhood, was 
appointed professor of the oriental languages, in the 
seminaty in which he had been reared ^ This office be- 
ing a mere sinecure, he removed to London, where he 
was employed in writing some numbets of ** The Crafts-* 
man,** a periodical paper, supported by the ablest po- 
fitical writers of the day, (lord BoUingbroke and Mr. 
Pultney being of the number,) in which the measures 
o( the adminibtration were attacked With equal animosity 
and argument. On the succeeding change in the mu 
nistryi governor Johnston had obtained his appointment 
principally through the recommendation of Spence 
Compton, baron of Wilmington. 

He arrived in the river of Cape Fear late in October ; 
on the second day of November he took the oaths of 
office, at the court house of the precinct of New Hano- 
ver, in the town of Brunswick, and shortly after met 
the legislature at Edenton. H^ communicated to them^ 
in lus speech^ at the opening of the session, the king's de- 
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mrc, that provision should be made for an adequate 
and permanent revenue f<H- the support of the govcrn- 
moit of the province, and for a fixed salary for the chief 
magistrate, for the time being. 

The bills of aedit which had been emitted in 1729, 
under the authority of the lords proprietors, were stamp- 
ed and exchanged, and tht»r future circulation limited to 
a period of ten years ; a duty on tiquors was laid, for 
the support of government ; and the poll tax, on the 
poorer inhabitants o£ the province, was lessened ; the 
qualifications of the electors and of the members of the 
lower house were defined ; new regulations were made 
for the improvement and extension of roads ; the pre- 
ancu of On^ow and Bladen, which had been established 
by an order of the late governor in council, were con-^ 
firmed, and a grant of fourteen thousand pounds was 
made to the king, for the service of the provmce, and 
for the more immediate payment of part of it, an emis- 
sion of tnlls of credit, to the amount of ten thouauid 
pounds, was directed ; provision was made for defray- 
ing the expenses of the coundl and assembly, btit none 
for the support of the chief magistrate. 

In the course of the following year, a court of ex- 
c^Kquer was estaUisbed : it held its first session at New- 
ton, a small village lately built on Cape Fear river, on 
tbe 13th of May : chief justice Smith was app(»nted 
chief baron, and James Innes and WilUam Forbes, 
barons. 

It does not appear, that there was any meeting of tfas 
legislature, in the course of tbe year 1735. 

The war, which bad lately commenced, and was now 
carried on with great fury, by the united powers of 
France, Spain and Stfdiraa, aguost tbe omptxoe^ 
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threatened the tranquility of the other European powers ; 
and aldiough the king of Great Britsun was in no ways 
engaged in it, his subjects could not be regardless of the 
passing eVents, or unconcerned for the future conse- 
quences of a war, undertaken and supported by so pow« 
erful an alliance. The situation of the southern British 
IMTovinces in America, excited a lively degree of alarm;; 
to the south and south-west was situated the strong 
castle of St. Augustine, garrisoned by four hundred 
soldiers, who had several nations of Indians in their sub« 
jcction, besides several other settlements or garrisons, 
some of which were not dghty miles distant firom the 
province of Georgia. To the south- west and west, the 
French had erected a pon^derable town, near fort 
Conde, on the river Mobile, and other forts and garri- 
sons, some not above three hundred miles distant fr6m 
the setdements in the province of South CaroUna, and at 
New Orleans. Since the conclu^on of the war under 
queen Anne, they had increased their trade and traffic, 
wod had now many f(Mts and garrisons on both sides of 
tfaeMissbsippi, for several miles up that river i wd since 
the king of France had taken the government of the 
country from the Mississippi company, the French from 
Canada came daily down in slipals to settle along the 
river, where regular forces bad la^ly been sent to 
strengthen the ganisons ; they had five hundred men in 
pay, constantly employed as wood rangers, to keep their 
neighboriog Indians in subjection, and to prevent those 
at adbtance from coming on and destroying their settle- 
ments ; they had been so successful in their intrigues, 
that they had completely under their control and influ- 
ence the numerous nations of Indians that dwelt near the 
Mississippi ; one of them, tbeChoctaws, who were al- 
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ways deemed a verfwariike people, and wfio woe ^ 
to bring into the the field five thousand warriors, was at 
the distance of four hundred imles only from the back 
settlements in the province of South Can^na ; among 
them, as among several other nations of Indians, manj 
French Europeans had been sent to settle, ;md were en- 
couraged by their priests and missionaries to take Intian 
wives, and other alluring means were used, the better 
to attach the Indians to the French alliance. Thus the 
French had become thoroughly acquainted with the In- 
dian mode of living, warring and dwelling in the woods ; 
and a great number of them were among the Indians, 
able to perform a long march with an army of those 
people, upon any expedition. 

There was room to apprehend, that, in case the nK&> 
sures of France should provoke Great Britain to a state 
of hostility in Europe, the French and Indians cm the 
Mississippi settlements, would invade the Cardinas and 
Geoigia. 

They had already paved the way for a de^gn of tlus 
nature, by erecting a fort, caUed the Alabama Fort, or 
Fort Toulouse, in the middle of t)ie upper Creek Imlians, 
upon a navigable rivw leading to Mobile, which th^ 
kept well garrisoned and mounted with fourteen pieces 
of cannon ; they had lately attempted to build one nearer 
the British settlements. The upper Creeks were a 
bold and active nadon, and had about twenty.five bun- 
j„.(| \varrior8 ; they were about one hundred and fifty 
miles disunt firom the Cherokees, and although the Bri- 
tish luid heretofore traded with, and looked upon them 
fa in I licir alliance, yet the French, on account of the fiwt, 
and a superior ability to make them Ittieral presents, had 
been lor some time too successfully striving to draw 
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diem to their interest, and had effected their purpose 
with some of the towns : they were the only nation 
which the southern provinces could consider as a barrier 
against the attempts of the French, or their confederate 
Indians. 

Hitherto the French at Mobile, unable to gain the 
Indians to their interest, without buying their deer skins, 
tfie only commodity which the Indians had to procure ne- 
cessities with, and having no means of disposing of them 
in France, had found means to encourage vessels from 
the British provinces, particularly from New York, to 
truck the skins with them for Indian trading goods, 
especially the British woollen manufactures, which they 
disposed of to the Creeks, Choctaws, and other Indians, 
by this means alienating them more easily from the Bri- 
tish interest. 

Besides the many dangers to which the southern pro-^ 
vinces were exposed, from so many enemies in rear 
of their settlements, their sea coast was in the most 
defenceless condition, their ports and harbors, lying open 
to the invasion of any enemy by sea, there not being in 
any of them a fortification, capable of making much 
resistance. 

Governor Oglethorpe, having brought a number of 
heavy guns with him, began to fortify the province of 
Georgia, at the place wluch is now known as the town 
of Augusta, he erected a fort on the bank of the river 
Savannah, excellently situated ftur protecting the Indian 
trade, and holding treaties with several of the nations of 
the Indians ; on an island, near the river Alatamaha, ano- 
ther fort with four bastions was erected, and several 
pieces of cannon mounted in it ; the place was called 
Fredcrica; ten miles nearer the sea, a battery was raised. 
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Gommandiog the entranoe of the sounds through which 
8|U armed vessels must come, that might be sent agains( 
Frederiqa« To keep garrisons in these forts, and reim« 
burse the expense^ of their erection, parliament made a 
grant of ten thousand pounds. 

While governor Oglethorpe was thus employed in 
fortifying the province under his command, be received 
a message from the Spanish governor at Sl Augustine, 
acquainting him that a commission from the king of 
Spain had arrived there from Spain, in order to make 
cerbun demands of him, and would meet him at Fre- 
derica, for that purpose. A few days after, the com* 
misaioner came to Georgia by water, and gpvernor 
Oglethorpe, unwilling to permit him to proceed to 
Frederica. sent a sloop to convey him to Jekyl sound* 
Here he unfolded the object of his mission; it was to 
summon the governor, in the name of the king of 
Spain, to evacuate the country, to the thirty-third dcr 
gree of north latitude, wluch his master claimed, and to 
v^ch he was determined to maintun his right. The 
governor endeavored to convince him that the king had 
been mi»nformed, but to no purpose: the instructions 
of the commissioner were peremptory, and the confer- 
ance broke up without thdr coming to any agreement. 

Governor Johnston met the legislature on the 21st 
day of September, in the town of Edenton. In ad- 
dressing the houses, he began by bewailing the deplora- 
ble ^tuation of the province, m which no piovbbn ex- 
isted for keeping up the sense and awe of the Deity on 
the minds of the people, nor any care was taken to in- 
spire the youth with generous sentiments, worthy 
principles, or the least tincture of liteiature^^in which 
the laws were diffused up and down, in diffiatnt phoes, 
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on locMe pipers^ many of them contrei£ctory, others 
unintelligible, appearing under ricficutous titles, couch* 
cd in a childish style, and offisnding the common rules 
of grammar. He observed, that from the best and 
plainest of these laws, the vilest malefactors, not only 
might, but did actually escape, with impunity, on ac* 
count of the msufficiency of the jails. He besought 
the members of both houses, to consider themselves 
as the representatives of such a countiy, possess* 
ing the power and means, and earnestly solicited to 
remedy these calamities, and then laying their hands on 
their hearts, think how they could answer it to God and 
their own consciences, if they neglected the opportunity 
of relieving the province, or sufiered themselves to be 
diverted from it by the arts of designing men. He 
complained of the msufficiency of the militia law, and 
recommended to the consideration of the houses, the 
propriety of giving encouragement to a direct trade witb 
Great Bntam. 

He complained of notorious untruths and impudent 
fiilsehoods, which, with a design of keeping the country 
ki concision, had been industriously propagated by a 
par^, remarkable fbr notUng more than their inde&tiga- 
blecffiarts in spreading the basest calumiues, and fortheir 
want of shame when detected. He flattered himself, he 
had no occa^on to say much on this subject, because 
it was pretty well known, that if tj^ose men had been 
fermitted, as in former times, to injure the king's reve* 
Boe, and oppress their fdlqw subjects, the province 
would not have been troubled with their complaints. 
He wished every pkuitcr woukl bring the matter home 
to himself, mabe the case his owh, and suppose that in 
the late times^ vriien no legal title ooulAbe obtuned, 
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he had sat down with his &mily on a vacant tract of land, 
and with great expense and labor, bulk upon and culd* 
voted it for several years, and after all a person (unac* 
quainted, perhaps, with the bounds of the tract, but by 
the survey the occupant had psdd for) and with an inso- 
lent air, by virtue of a patent, which, Ukely, a few hours 
before was a blank sheet of paper, rob him of bis landi 
and of the fruit of his labor of so many years. After 
asking whether there would not be just and real cause 
of complaint, against a government which woukl con-* 
nive at proceedings like these ; he observed, that the case 
he had put, was not an hypothesis, but had actually 
happened several times, and no one could tell how often 
it would have happened, if a seasonable stop had not 
been put to it. He said that, for hb own part, be thought 
he might say, without vanity or ostentation, that he had 
been at great expense, and even risked his health, to do 
justice to the people, by going on the spot to hear their 
different pretentions, and, on all occasions, relieving the 
poor industrious planter, from the oppression of his 
more powerful and crafty neighbor; and as he heartily 
despised the poor, trifling efforts of those men, to his pre* 
judice, as well as the scandalous method they took 
to make them effectual^ if any artifice should pre- 
vail with the houses, to lose this favorable opportu-* 
nity of settling the country, he would still have the 
satisfaction of reflecting, that he had performed his duty. 
He conclu( led by observing, that as he had been obliged 
by his instructions, vigorously to maintsdn the rights 
and just revenue of the crown, he shouki be glad, on 
all occasions, to show a tender regard for the privilegesi 
happiness and liberties of the people, not being appre- 
hen^ve, that they were in the least inconsistent with one 
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another. The address of the upper house echoed the 
sentiments in the speech; the members did not, how 
ever, all approve of it; two out of six, CuUen Pol- 
lock and Edward Moseley, prayed leave to enter their 
protest against the address, but the house did not allow 
it. The address of the lower house has not reached us, 
it is believed to have been of a diiferent complexion; 
both houses continued in session during three weeks, 
tnthoutany bill of importance being introduced. On the 
12th of October, the governor came to the upper house, 
and sent a message to command the attendance of the 
lower; they declined coming up, and the message was 
reiterated, without success. The governor then pro- 
rogued the legislative body, without having had any 
bill presented for his assent. 

A considerable contraband trade was carried on by 
tb^ British American colonies, with the Spanish do- 
minions; remonstrance having been often made, with- 
out success, the court of Madrid increased their guar- 
das eostasj and the most rigorous orders were given to 
the officers commanding them. In consequence of 
these« British vessels were often stopped, carried into 
Spanish ports, ^metimes detained for examination, 
and at others condemned. A committee of the mer- 
chants of London, trading to America, presented a pe- 
tition to the king, beseeching his ^interference in this 
respect. 

With a view to give encouragement to British man- 
ufactures, parliament passed a statute requiring every 
vessel^ built in Amer^c^, to be supplied, on her first 
sailing out, with a toitiplete suit bf sails, made of Bri- 
tish sail cloth 
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This year, commissioners appointed by the tegisla- 
tures of North and South Carolina, began, to run the 
dividing line between the two provinces. The king 
had fixed its beginning at the north-east end of Long 
bay, and directed it to run thence, north- westwardly, to 
the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude, and thence, 
westwardly, to the soath sea. It was run to the dUs- 
tance of sixty-four miles, and it was agreed that the eas- 
tern and northwestern frontiers of the lands of the Ca- 
tawbas and Cherokees, should, till the line was further 
extended, be considered as the dividing line of the pro* 
vinces. 

Theexten^on of the population of the province, to- 
wards its southern boundary, and the width of Albe- 
marle sound, rendering the attendance of the members 
of the legislature at Edenton, indonvenient, the general 
assembly was convened at Newbern, on the sixth oi 
March. 

A poll tax of five shillings per head on all the tithe- 
able inhabitants of the province was granted to the 
king, and regulations were adopted to prevent firauds in 
the assessment and collection of taxes. Two thousand 
pounds sterling were appropriated for the building of a 
jail and also, an office, for the safe keeping of the records 
of the general court, in the town of EUlcnton, and for 
the repairing the court-house; circuit courts were ap- 
pointed to be holden in the town of Newbem and 
village of Newton, on the river of Cape Fear. An act 
was passed for providing a rent roll and securing the 
king's rents, for the remission of the arrears of quit 
rents, for quieting the inhabitants in their possessions, 
and for promoting the better settlement of the province: 
it waS| however, repealed by the king's order in council. 
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The popuhtion of the province having much increased » 
and being spread through a vast territory, often in dis- 
tinct aeCtlenients« scattered at a great distance from each 
other, and sometimes separated by a trackless wild, Ac 
inconvenience of having the fiscal affairs, and the minis- 
terial duties in the judicial department, under the direc* 
tion of a ^inglb individual, began to be severely felt. 
His deputies not only often neglected, biit at ^es ab- 
sokitdy refused, to^ perform their duties; their con- 
duct in many other respects, occasioned great murmurs, 
discontents and a delay of justice, greatly injurious 
to the tranquility and prosperity of the province. This 
evil was remedied by the abolition of the office of pro- 
vost marshal of the province, which Robert Holton, a 
member of the king's council, had held since the arrival 
of governor Biirrington: the loss which this gentleman 
was to sustain, by the abolition of his office, was com- 
pensated by a sum of two thousand pounds sterling. 
The primary division of the provinoei iiito the three 
counties, Albemarle, Badi and Clarendon, was abo- 
lished, and the predncts were denominated counties; 
a sheriff was directed to be appointed in eacht chosen by 
the governor out of three persons, recommended by 
the county court, out of their own body; the office 
was made biennial. Provision was made for facilitating 
the navigation of the principal rivers, for placing buoys 
and beacons in the main channels, and procuring skilful 
pik>ts; regubtions vrere adopted for the preservation 
of game, and the destruction of Tcrmin; a town was 
established on the west side of Matchapungo river, in 
the county of Hyde and called Woodstock* 

As the sovereigns of Great Britain and Spain, were 
both anxious for peace, their diffimnces were soon ad- 
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justed, and a preliminary treaty was signed in London, 
on the 9th of September, Spain agreeing to pay ninety- 
five thousand pounds sterlk^, as a compensation for 
the depredations, committed by her subjects on the com- 
merce of Great Britain in America. Whether the Span- 
ish minister had deviated from his instructions, or whe- 
ther, as is more likely, the cabinet of Madrid, seeing the 
facility with which that of London had jridded to an ac- 
commodation, repented of its too easy concession, and 
sought to obtam better terms, Philip, in ratifying the 
treaty, insisted, as an indispensable condition of his sig- 
nature, that the sum of sixty^eight thousand pounds 
sterling, which were due him by the British company 
of the AssientOy should be accepted in part of that, stipu- 
lated by die treaty. 

The court of London complained of this condition, 
as an infidelity ; and after the reproaches usual on such 
a circumstance, a new negotiation was begun on the 
10th of January : it concluded by a vague agreement, 
that in case the companv of the Assiento should not sa- 
tisfy the Catholic king, be would be at liberty to sus- 
pend their privilege, and four days after, a treaty was 
^gned at the Pardo, by which it was agreed, that until 
measures could be taken to conciliate the interest of the 
two nations, and ascertain the true boundary between 
the provinces of South Carolina and Georgia^ and that 
of Florida, all acts of hostility should -cease in America^ 
and that neither the Spanish nor the English would erect 
any fortification on, or occupy any new part of the dis* 
puted ground : the king of Spain promised to pay eighty- 
five thousand pounds within (our months, and the king 
of Great Britain to satisfy the claims of his subjects on 
Spain, for spoliation* These terms excited a general* 
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lodigDation in England ; the merchants exclaimed against 
the smalioess of the sum, and the nation, trusting on her 
strength, hoped to be able to reduce S|^n to allow a 
continuance of what she called an illicit trade. Parlia- 
ment, biassed by the general wish, seemed disposed to 
contest the prerogative of the crown, in making peace 
or war. 

The ministry, intimidated, disooyered no other means 
of calming die public mind, than a seeming dereliction of 
the treaty of the Pardo : they suflfered to remain in the 
Mediterranean, the fleet which bad been agreed to be 
withdrawn, and instead of giving orders for the suspen- 
sion of hostilities in America, dispositions were made 
fi>r sendti^ new forces thither. As every thing announced 
an approaching war, .Philip was in no hurry in making 
the stipulate payment, and George, pleased with a pre- 
tence to gratify his subjects, complained of an infraction 
which was so welcome to him, and pretending great 
anger, granted letters of marque against Spain. 

No business of importance came before the general 
assembly, which was convened at Newbem, early in the 
year. Newton, a small village, conveniently situ9ted 
near the confluence of the two branches of Cape Fear 
river, where several merchants and tradesmen had set- 
tkd, invited by the depth of the water, which allowed 
the approach of vessels of considerable burden, was 
now established as a town, and the name of it altered to 
that of Wilmington, in compliment to the earl of Wil* 
mingion, the nobleman to whose protection, it has been 
observed, governor Johnston was chiefly indebted for 
Us office. The privilege of sending a member to the 
lower house of the legblature was extended to the new 
town : the collector and naval officers of Port Bruns- 
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vrick, the clerk of the court, and the regiater of the 
county of New Hanover, were directed to remove their 
oflSces ttuther. 

A formal declaration of war against Spain, was signed 
by the king on the 19th of October, and four days after 
was proclaimed with great solemnity throughout the 
city of London. Admiral Vernon was sent to take the 
command of a squadron on the West India station, 
with orders to act ofiensively a^^nst the Spani^ do- 
minions in that quarter, and governor Oglethorpe was 
. directed to annoy the subjects of Sptun in Florida, by 
every means in his power : he immediately determined 
on an expedition against St. Augustine, and communi- 
cated his design to lieutenant governor Bull of South 
Carolina, and governor Johnston. The former lud 
the plan before the legislature of his province, which was 
then in session : they voted one hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds, for the service of the war, and a regi- 
ment of four hundred men was rused, partly by gover- 
nor Bull in that province, recruits being'made in NorA 
Carolina under the auspices of governor Johnston, and 
in the province of Virginia under those of governor 
Gooch; colonel Vanderdussen was appointed to the 
command of diis regimenL Indians were sent for Irom 
die difierent tribes in alliance with the British, and Vin- 
cent Price, who commanded the ships of war on this 
station, furnished four twenty gun ^ips and two stoops. 
Governor Oglethorpe, having appointed the mouth of 
St. John's river for the place of general rendezvous, re- 
turned to Geoi^, and, placing lumself at the bead of 
his own regiment, on the 9th of May passed over to 
Florida ; on the following day he infested fort Diego, 
at the (Stance of twenty-five miles from St. Auguatine ; 



I 



1140] THE SECOND. 51 

after a short resbtance, the commanding officer capitu- 
latedy and lieutenani Dunbar, being left in the fort with a 
small garrison, the governor proceeded to the place of 
rendezvous^ where he was joined by colonel Vander- 
dusaen's regiments and a company of Highlanders under 
captain M'Intosh : but, before this time, six Spanish half 
galleys with long brass nine pounders, and two sloops 
laden with provisions, had arrived at St Augustine, and 
the army, now consisting of a litde more than two thou- 
sand men, regulars, provincials and Indians, moved to fort 
Moosa, within two miles of St. Augustine. On its 
approach, the garrison abandoned the fort and retreated 
into the town ; the goveanor burnt the gates of the fort, 
made three breaches in its walls, and advanced towards 
the town and castle ; he soon discovered that an attack 
by land upon the town was impracticable, and that an 
attempt to storm the castle would be precarious and 
dangerous ; the enemy was too well prepared to receive 
him ; during his stay at Fort Diego, they had drove all 
the cattle from the woods around the place, into the 
town ; the garrison consisted of seven hundred regulars, 
two troops of horse, besides the militia of the province, 
two companies of armed negroes and some Indians. 
The castle, built of soft stone, had four bastions, a cur- 
tain ^xty yards long, and a parapet nine fi:et thick ; the 
rampart, which was twenty feet high, was casemated un- 
derneath for lodgmgs« arched over, and newly made 
bomb proof; fifty pieces of cannon, a number of them 
twenty.fi>ur pounders, were mounted ; the town was, 
besides, entrenched with ten salient angles, on each of 
which some snrudl cannon were placed. 

In these circumstances, it was resolved, with the as- 
Stance of theshipsy to turn the siege into a blockade. 
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and shut up every channel by which provisions could 
reach the garrison. Accordingly, colonel Palmer, with 
ninety-five Highlanders and forty -two Indians, was left 
at fort Moosa, and directed to scour the woods and in* 
tercept all supplies frbm the country by land ; colonel 
Vanderdussen, with the Carolina regiment, was sent to 
take possession of point Quarsel, about a mile distant 
from tlie town, and erect a battery ; while the governor, 
with his party and the greatest part of the Indians, land- 
ed on the island of Anastasia; hence he resolved on 
storming the town ; captsun Green, with one of the 
ships, guarded the passage by the viray of the Matanzas, 
and with tlu^ rest the mouth of the harbor, so as to cut 
off all supplies by sea ; batteries were erected on the" 
island, and cannon mounted. These dispositions being 
made, the governor thought himself in a situation to 
summon the place to surrender, but the Spanish com- 
mander returned for answer, he would gladly shake 
hands with him in the castle. On this, the governor 
opened his batteries against the castle, throwing at the 
same time a number of shells into the town : his fire 
was spiritedly returned from the castle and half galleys, 
but the distance was so great, that though the cannon- 
ade was continued on both sides for several days, very 
little execution was done. It was thought of destroy- 
ing the half galleys by a nightly attack, but on sounding 
the bar, it appeared impracticable to employ the large 
ships, and the galleys being covered by the cannon of the 
castle, to send small vessels on this service appeared too 
rash. A detachment of three hundred Spaniards sallied 
out and surprised colonel Palmer's party at fort Moosa, 
and cut them almost entirely to pieces : some of the 
Chickasaw Indians, in escaping, met with a Spaniardi 
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and acoQidmg to ^ir mode of warfiure, cut offhishead, 
brought it to the camp and presented it to governor 
Oglediofpe: he called them barbarous dogs, and angrily 
bid them be gone. This treatment, more humane than 
politic, exasperated the Indians, who loudly complained 
of it, observing, that if one of them had carried the head 
of an En^shman to the Spanish comnuuider, he wonld 
iieve been differenllT received. The vessels stadoned 
at Matancas being ordered off, some small vessels 
from Havana, with troops and provisions, passed 
throu^ that small channel to the relief of the garrison ^ 
some Spanish prisoners, taken soon after, reported, that 
this leinfiMfQement consisled of seven hundred men, and 
the supply of provi»ons was ample. 

The governor now despaired of fardrigtbe place to 
aufrender : his men were dBpirited by sickness, enfee- 
bled by heat and fieitigued ; his Indians grew trouble- 
some, ifae navy was short of prpvisions, and the season 
of hurricanes was approaching. Any fiuther attempt 
appearing hopeless, the siege wasraised, and the gover- 
nor reached Frederica on the 10th of July. 

At the meeting of die legislature, on die 21st of Au- 
gust, in the town of Eldenton, governor Johnston com- 
municated to the two bouses the instructions which he 
had lately reoeivcd, to enlist men in the kin^s service, 
and to apply to the legislature for aid, it being expect- 
ed that the troops, thus nused, would be at the expense 
of the province, transported to the West Indies, to join 
other troops sent thither^ on an intended expedition 
against the SpamaTds, and pressed them to manifest 
their loyalqr and duty to their soverrign, by a cheerful 
cMipliance with his desire: he added^ that ui compli- 
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smce with his instructions, he had abtady enlisted four 
hundred men. 

The lower house readily consented to the iiieasnre^ 
and early entered on the consideration of the means by 
wtiicha fund could be raised for this service. The po- 
verty of the people and the great scarcity of a circula* 
ting medium rendered it imposuUe to collect a sum of 
money, sufficient for this purpose : a levy in the com* 
modities of the country appeared to be the only eflbc* 
tual expedient 3 accordingly, a poll tax of three sbillingm 
proclamation money was laid, to be paid in tobacco, 
rice, Ihdian dressed bkins, beeswax, tallow, pork and 
beef: the inhabitants of that part of the province, hereto-* 
fore called Albemarle county, were allowed to dischaif^t 
it at their ojption, in t^Us of credit, at the rate of seven 

pounds ten shiUings for one pound in prochmation 
money. 

As the extreme scarcity of money rendered it diffi* 
cult to pay taxes, and as the biila of credit in circulation 
were to cease to be current within four years, the &cili- 
ty of paying io the same commodities was extended to 
the discharge of taxes, fines and forfeitures* Ware- 
houses, for receiving the commodities were directed to 
be built in each county. 

With a view to give greater encouragement to settlers 
in the American provinces, an act of parliament was tUs 
year passed, extending all the privileges of natural sub« 
jects, in the colonies, to such aliens, who, after a resi* 
dence of seven years^ should take the oaths of abjuratioa 
and fidelity and receive the sacrament, in some protest- 
atit or reformed congregation. The statute excuses 
Qsiakera and Jews from the bat forma&ty. 
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The statute, alio wing bounties on the importation into 
Great Britain of naval stores, masts, &c. from the Ame* 
rican provinces, which was about to expire, was con- 
tiaucd for the further period of ten years* 

In April, 1740, the merchants <^ Great Britain, 
trading to America^ complained to the house of 
commoas, <if the inconvenience and discouragement 
brought on the British commerce, in Amenca, by 
the exceRsive quantities of paper money then issued, 
arid the depreciated condition thereof, for want of 
proper funds to support its credit The house, by 
way of palliatioo, addressed the throne, to put a 
temporary stop to the evil, by instructing the gover* 
Bors not to give their assent to any further laws of 
that nature, without an express proviso, that it 
should not take effect, until the king^s approbatioQ 
was first obtained. 

Elarly in the following year, the four hundred men en- 
listed in the province were transported to Jamaica : 
they were embarked there on board of the fleet, under 
the orders of admiral Vernon. This expedition had not 
the success which was expected, and which the superi- 
ority of the fiyrces, employed, seemed to promise. la 
die month of March, the British troops possessed them-i 
^ves of near aH the forts and batteries which defended 
the haibor of Carthagena, and on the 9th of April, a 
grand attack was made on fort St. Lazarus : it however 
proved unsuccessfuL This misfortune, being followed 
by a great mortafity among the officers and soldiers, the 
siege was raised and the troops re-embarked on the 16tb. 
However, all the castles and forts which guarded the 
harbor were demolished ; six ships of war, as many gaU 
leooS) and aH die other sbqps in the harbor, were burnt 
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or destrofcd, and manj hondfcd gons carried away or 
rendered useless. 

The legislature met at Edenton eariy in the spring ; 
its attention was taken up by objects of internal policy* 
The county of Edgecombe, which had been erected fay 
an order of gorernor Burrington in coun^ was con- 
firmed by-law; a town was established on Mittam pcMnty 
on the south side of New river, in the coqnty of Ons* 
low, to which, in compliment to the governor, the name 
of Johnston was given ; an ecclesiastical division of the 
province into fourteen parishes took place, and the elec- 
tion of cfaurchwardensand vestrymen wasr^tdoted; proi'' 
vision was made for the erection of churches and procu* 
ring ministers ; an act was passed, accurately definbg 
the rights and duties of master and servant, for the ap. 
prehension of fugitives, and the trial and punishment of 
slaves, and some restraint was laid on the emancipation 
of them. 

Few sesuons of the legislature had ever been pro* 
ductive of so many useful acts ; laws were wide con* 
ceming marriages ; to prevent usury ; to ascertain the 
damages on foreign bills ; for the suppression of immo- 
rality : the improvement of roads and inland navigation ; 
to prevent the stealing of cattle, boats and canoes ; the 
regulation of weights and measures ; Ae speedy and 
cheap trial of small causes ; the regulation of feaveras 
and restraint of tippling houses ; and the relief of pri- 
soners. 

The setdements on Cape Fear river had become 
so considerable, that in the latter part of this year, 
the legislature was convened at Wilmington : the ses- 
sion was but of short duration : the county of Bertie 
was divided, and the upper part of it estaUisbed as a 






1742] THE SECOND. 37 

new countf , to which the name of North Hampton was 

given; an act was passed for establishing porta, or places 
of deliTcry and shipping of merchandize, imported or 
expcxted ; and to prevent the clandestine running of 
goods, which was soon after repealed, experience having 
shown, that its eflfect was to drive a considerable part c^ 
the trade from the province to Virpnia. 

Disturbances occasioned, in Massachusetts, by the 
abuses introduced by a banking ccimpany, in that pro- 
vince, induced parliament to pass a statute, prohibiting 
the establishment of banks, in the British colonies, <m 
the continent. 

Although the territory granted, by the second charter 
of Charles IL, to the proprietors of Carolina, extended 
&r to the south west of the river Alatamaha, the Span- 
iards had never relinquished their claim to the province 
of Georgia : their embassador at the British court, had 
even declared, that his master would as soon part with 
Madrid. Admiral Vernon had so much occupied thdr 
attention, in the' West Lidies, that they had not been 
able to bestow much of it on the recovery of that pro- 
vince. But, as soon as the admiral returned home, they 
began their preparations for dislodging governor Ogle* 
thorpe. With this view, don Antonio de Rodondo, 
embarked at Havana, with two thousand men, under 
the convoy of a strong squadron: the expecUtion reached 
St. Augusdne in the month of May. 

Governor Oglethorpe, having had early information 
of thor approach, sent to governor Glen, of South Car« 
slina : in the meanwhile, he made every prepantioo at 
Frederica, for a vigorous defence ; and his Indian allies, 
who were gitatly attached to him, soon crowded to tis 
osmp ; and a comiwiy of Highlanders joined Mnii «t the 
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first notice The inhabitants of die southern part of 
the province of South Carolina, deserted their habita- 
tions, and, instead of joining the forces in North Car- 
olina, flocked to Charleston, with their families, 
alaves, and most valuable eflkcts. It was then de- 
termined to fortify the town, and abide in a posture of 
defence. A want of confidence, in governor Ogtei- 
thorpe's military talents, produced by his unsupcetisful 
expedition against St. Augustine, recommended this 
measure. It was not thought, that, on the event of the 
governor being crushed, the reduction of Georgia would 
open an easy access to the enemy, into the heart of South 
Carolina, the force of the two provinces, becoming, by 
its division, unequal to the defence of either. 

In the latter part of June, tturty-two sail, under the 
orders of don Manuel de Montanio, brought don An- 
tonb de Redond6, and his two thousand men, rein- 
forced with one thousand more from St. Augustine. 
The fleet anchored off Simore's bar and came in with 
the tide, into JekyI sound. Governor Oglethorpe, who 
was at Siniore*s Fort fired at them as they passed : they 
returned his fire, and proceeded up the river Alatamaha, 
out of the reach of his guns. Among their forces, was 
a regiment of negroes, the officers of which, decked in 
lace, bore the same rank as the white officers, and, with 
equal fireedom and &miliarity, walked and conversed^ 
with the commander in cluef. This circumstance was 
calctdoted to alarm the inhabitants of South Carolina, 
where, there being so naany negroes, this regiment would 
soon have acquired such a force, as might have baffled 
every opposition. Unable to stop the progress of the 
enemy, the governor spiked the guns, burst the bombs 
and ooborns^ destroyed his stores^ and retreated to Fred- 
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erica. The enemy was too strong to warrant his acting 
otherwisey than on the defensive. He sent out strolling 
partiest to watch the motions of the Spaniards, while ho 
employed bis mam body on the fortifications. At nigbt, 
Us Indians were employed, ranging through the woods, 
and harrassing the Spanish outposts. They brought 
him five prisoners, by whom, he became acquainted 
with the extent of the force against him. Still expecting 
assistance from South Carolina, he exerted all his ad- 
dress in gaining time, and keeping up the spirits of his 
garrison. Foe tlus purpose, the Hi^anders were de* 
apatcbed toreinfiuce the Indians, and assist them in ob* 
atrocting tfat approach of the enemy. His principal 
fi)rce did not amount to seven hundred men. 

The enemy made several attempts to pierce through 
the woodst but met with such opposition fi'om deep mo- 
rasses and dark thickets, lined with fierce Indians and 
wild Highlanders, that they honestly confessed, the devil 
himself coukl not pass through them, to Frederica» 
Don Manuel, however, had no other prospect left : one 
party was sent after another, to explore the thickets, and 
occupy every advantageous situation. In two skir- 
mishes, with the Highlanders and Indians, the enemy 
had one captun and two lieutenants killed, and one hun- 
dred men taken prisoners.- The Spanish commander 
now altered his plan, and, keeping his men under cover 
of his cannon, proceeded, with some galleys, up the river, 
vntkk the tide, to reconnoitre the fort, and draw the go- 
vernor's attcmtion elsewhere. A party of Indians was 
sent to lie in ambuscade and prevent the landing of the 
Spaniards. Governor Oglethorpe, having learned from 
an -English prisoner, who effected his escape, thatdifier- 
CDoes had arisen to such a height in the Siianish armyt 
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that the forces from Cuba, and those from St. Augus- 
tine, encamped in different places, determined on a sur- 
prise of one of the camps ; and, availing himself of his 
knowledge of the woods, marched out in the night, with 
three hundred chosen men, the Highland company and 
some rangers : be halted at the distance of two miles^ 
and taking with Um a small party, drew closer, to ob- 
serve the position of the enemy* At this moment, while 
every tUng depended on the concealment of his ap« 
proach, one of his party fired tus muskeg ran off 
and alarmed the Spaniards. This titachery disconcert- 
ing his plan, the governor brought back his party to 
Frederics. With a view to prevent any credit to the 
report of the deserter^ by whom he apprehended his 
weakness would be made known to the Spanish com- 
mander, he wrote a letter to this man, desiring him to 
represent Frederica to the Spaniards, as a weak and de- 
fenceless port, and induce them to come and attack it; 
but, if he could not persuade them to this, to use every 
possible artifice, to induce them to stay at least three 
days more where they were, as advices were received, 
that, within that time, two thousand men would arrive 
to the relief of Georgia, from South Carolina, with six 
ships of the line ; and, above all, urged him to conceal 
from the Spaniards, the approach of the British fleet to 
St. Augustine, promising him the highest reward, if he 
acted his part wdL This letter he gave to one of the 
Spanish prisoners in lus camp, who, for the sake of ob- 
taining his liberty, undertook to g^ve it to the deserter, 
instead of which, agreeable to the governor's expecta- 
tion, he placed it in the hands of his commander. 

This letter gave rise to various conjectures: the 
Spanish general bad the deserter put in irons, and called 
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a council of war, to determine on the proper steps to 
be pursued. Some of the officers were of opinion, the 
letter was written with a view to its being intercepted, 
and to prevent the attack on Frederica: others, on the 
contrary, thought the contents of the letter very pro- 
bable, and recommended the dropping of a plan, which 
was attended with so many difficulties, and the issue of 
which hazarded, not only the loss of the army and the 
fleet, but that of the whole province of Florida. Du- 
ring this deliberaUon, three ships of war, which gover- 
nor Glen had sent .out, came in sight. This accident, 
corresponding with the letter, convinced the Spanish 
commander that it ivas no fiction ; and the army was 
struck with such a panic, that they immediately set fire 
to their works, and embarked in great hurry and con- 
fusion, leaving behind several cannon and a quantity of 
military stores. The wind prevented the British ships 
from beating up the river, and, before the morning, the 
invaders passed them and escaped to St. Augustine. 

This attack on a neighboring province, notwithstand- 
ing its failure, manifested the necessity which there was, / 
for the rest of the provinces to place themselves in si 
situation to repel invasion, France could not be ex- 
pected, much longer, to retain her neutrality. The 
natural alliance, which sub^sted between the princes 
who filled the French and the Spanish thrones, forbade 
Uie belief, that Great Britain might long carry on the 
war against one of them, without his being openly 
supported by the other. Indeed, Great Britain and 
France observed each other, and each expected, that the 
other would soon begin the contest. The northern 
provinces were prepared to meet the foe. Every forti- 
fied pLce had been repaired and improved: the militin 
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were training, and no measures were neglected, to place 
the country in a state of defence. In Europe, great pre- 
parations were made every where. The arsenals of both 
nations were full of workmen, and, although each sove- 
reign held out, as the ostensible object of his move- 
ments, the support of one of the personsiges, who was 
contending for the imperial diadem, each contemplated 
the probability of soon using the means, which were 
providing, in a different undertaking. 

In opening the next session of the legislature, on the 
2d day of April, in the town of Edenton, governor 
Johnston endeavored to impress lipon the house the ne- 
cessity of making preparations, against the impending 
danger. His representations, however, were not of 
much avail: they intended, only to procure an act for 
erecting magazines, in the several counties. 

The election of members of the legislature, was regu- 
lated at this session: the qualifications, required from the 
elector?, were a freehold of fifty acres, and six months' 
riesidence in the county. Those of the elected were a 
freehold of one hundred acres, and twelve months' resi- 
dence. The suffrages were to be given by ballot. 

The statute, allowing a bounty on the importation of 
naval stores, from the American provinces, being nearly 
expired, was, this year, continued for the term of seven 
years. 

Three thousand families, at an immense charge to 
government, were transported into Nova Scotia at once, 
and three regiments stationed there, to protect them 
from the Indians. 

In the following year, John, lord Carteret, afterwards 
tarl of Granville, presented a petition to the king, pray- 

2; that the eighth part of the original province of Caro-> 
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lina, reserved to him by the act of parliament, establislu 
ing an agreement with the other seven lords proprietors, 
for the surrender of their interest to the crown, might 
be set apart, offering to resign his interest in the govern- 
ment and his title to the other seven eighths. The pro- 
position being accepted by the crown, five commission- 
ers were appointed by each party, for making the divi- 
sion. The territory allotted to him was bounded on 
the north, by the line separating the provinces of Virgi- 
nia and North Carolina; on the east, by the Atlantic 
ocean; and on the south, by a line, drawn westward, 
to a point on the sea shore, in latitude thirty-five de- 
grees and thirty-four minutes, and, agreeably to the 
charter, on the west, by the Pacific ocean. Shortly 
after, a grant of the eighth part of Carolina, together 
with all yearly rents and profits arising from it, to John^ 
lord Carteret, and his heirs, passed the great seal ; but 
the .power of making laws, calling and holcfing assem* 
blies, erecting courts of justice, appointing judges and 
justices, pardoning criminals, granting titles of honor^ 
making ports and havens, taking customs and duties on 
goods, executing martial law, exercising the royal 
rights of a palatine, or any other prerogatives relating to 
the administration of government, were excepted, out 
of the grant; the whole was to be hoklen on the payment 
of thirty-three sellings, and four pence, yearly, forever^ 
mth one fourth of all the gold and silver ore. 

With a view to encourage the colonists, to fit out 
privateers, the provincial courts of yice admiralty were 
authorized to take cognizance of prize causes, and con- 
demn vessels, by a statute of this year. 

Chalmers^^HUtory of South Carolina^^R^cordt* 



CHAPTER III. 

In the sammer of 1744, account? were received 
thai France had formally declared war against 
Great Britain. This was only the addition of a 
ceremony, and the French governor, at cape Bre- 
ton, having received previous information of the 
intention of bis sovereign, took early measures to 
attack the British fishery at Canseau. The island 
was taken, and its garrison and inhabitants made 
prisoners of war, on the 13th of May. This suc- 
cess encouraged an attempt on Annapolis, but d 
timely reinforcement, from the province of Massa* 
chusetts, occasioned its failure. 

An avowed state of war drew the attention of 
the legislature to the unprotected and defenceless 
condition of the ports. The river of Cape Fear, 
from its known depth of water, seemed to invite 
insult and invasion. This induced the legislature, 
which sat in Newbern, on the 2d of April, 1745, to 
order the erection of a fortification on the south 
bank of thiat river, near its mouth, sufficiently large 
to contain twenty-four pieces of cannon, with bar- 
racks and other conveniencies. This was soon af* 
ter effected, and the work was called Fort Johnston, 
in honor of the chief magistratei with whom the 
proposition had originated. 




1746] CHAPTER. 4d 

The protection thus afforded to this part of the 
country, and the trade of the river, which consisted 
chiefly in rice, naval stores and lumber, commodi- 
ties of great bulk, requiring larger vessels than 
could conveniently reach the wharves of Wilming* 
ton, the village of Brunswick, which lay nearer to 
the sea, was believed to be a spot, which in time, 
would become the site of a an important maritime 
town; with the view to aid its further settlement, it 
was by law, established as a town. The experif 
ence of nearly half a century has not added its 
sanction, t%» the idea of its future grandeur. 

In the meanwhile, prince Charles Edward, grand- 
son of James IL, made an attempt to ascend the 
throne of his ancestors. He embarked on the 1 2th 
of June, on board of an eighteen gun frigate, with- 
out having acquainted the court of France, with 
his views, with no other preparations to conquer 
three kingdoms, than seven officers, eighteen hun- 
dred sabres, twelve hundred firelocks and twelve 
thousand louis d^or, which he had borrowed, and 
not one private soldier. He landed in the south- 
west of Scotland, where the inhabitants rose in his 
&vor, and a piece of laffeta, which he had brought 
from France, serving for their royal standard, was 
shortly surrounded by fifteen hundred men. He 
led them to the town of Perth, of which he took 
possession: here a few Scotch lords joined him; and 
the army, a few days after, entered Edinburgh; 
from thence he proceeded to Pressonpans, where he 
obtained a signal victory over an army of English^ 
men and made as many prisoners as he had sol- 
diers. Carrying all before him, as far as Carlisle, 
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he advanced within ninety miles of London, his 
force being swollen to eight thousand: meeting a 
second British army at Falkirk, he gained as second 
victory, and a third on the next day: but at last he 
received a total overthrow at the battle of CuUo- 
den, within a few leagues of Inverness, and his 
whole army was dispersed. His subsequent adven- 
tures resembled those of his great grand father, 
Charles IL after his defeat at Worcester; wander- 
ing from place to place, destitute of all succour, 
skulking in forests, shifting from cavern to cavern, 
flying to desert islands, distressed for want of food 
and raiment, and closely pursued by those who 
thirsted after his blood, for the sake of a pecuniary 
reward, offered by the person who occupied his 
father^s throne. He at last eluded their pursuits by 
a flight which added to his glory. 

In the spring of this year, a trader of New Eng- 
land proposed to his countrymen, a plan for taking 
Louisburg, the chief city of the island of cape Bre- 
ton. The proposal was generally approved, and 
money was raised by a lottery, for the purpose, of 
raising four thousand men. This force was armed, 
provisions and transports were obtained by volun. 
tary contributions; the command of it was given to 
colonel Pepperel, a merchant of Boston. The ex- 
pedition embarked on the 24th of March, and arriv- 
ed at Canseau on the 4th of April, where they were 
joined by a small reinforcement from New Hamp- 
shire. On the 23d, commodore Warren arrived 
with a small squadron; soon after, the troops em- 
barked, and the naval force went to cruise ofi* Lou- 
isburg. The landing was effected with some loss, 
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and in the coprse of the night, Vaughany with a bo- 
dy of four hundred men, marched round to the 
northwest part of the harbor, and set fire to a num- 
ber of warehouses, containing spiritous liquors and 
naval stores. The thick smoke, driven by the wind 
on the principal battery, disabling the defenders of 
it to distinguish objects, even at a small distance, 
favored the idea which they entertained, of the 
magnitude of the assailant force, induced them to 
abandon the fort, and seek refuge in the town. In 
the morning Vaugban, with thirteen men only, en- 
tering the battery, defended it until a reinforcement 
came to his support. While these approaches 
were making by land, the ships cruised offthehar- 
bor, and captured a ship of war, having on board a 
reinforcement of men and stores, for the besieged 
garrison. Soon after, an unsuccessful attempt was 
made on the island battery, in which sixty men were 
killed and one hundred and sixteen made prisoners. 
Works were erected on a high clifT, at the light- 
house, which much annoyed the island battery: 
preparation were making for a general assault, 
when the town surrendered on the forty- ninth day 
of the siege. On the 16th of June, the whole island 
was in the possession of the besiegers. 

The legislature, in the course of this year, eat at 
Newbern in June, and at Wilmington in December; 
both sessions were short. Attempts were made to 
put the militia in a situation to be of some service; 
the counties of Craven and Edgecombe were divid- 
ed, the western part of the former was erected into 
a new county, to which the governor's name was 
given, and the northern part of the latter, into ano- 
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ther, which, in compliment to the nobleman, owner 
of the soil, was called Granville. Hitherto, the 
northern counties had claimed and enjoyed the pri- 
vilege of sending five members to the lower house 
of assembly, while those of the other parts of the 
province, all of which were much larger, and many 
of them of a much greater population, sent but two. 
This distinction was abolished: every county was 
declared entitled to the latter number and no more. 
The right of the towns of Edenton, Bath, Newbern 
and Wilmington to one representative ^ach, was re- 
cognized. The speaker and fourteen members 
were declared a quorum. 

The extension of population, towards the south- 
em and western* parts of the province, leaving the 
town of Edenton at a considerable distance from 
the center of the settled part of the province, the 
supreme court of judicature, was removed from 
thence to the town of Newbern. A new court law 
was passed: the general court was composed of a 
chief and three associate justices. Courts of oyer 
and terminer, assizes and nisi prius were to be hoi- 
den at Edenton, Newbern, Wilmington and at the 
court house of the county of Edgecombe. The 
court of chancery was also directed to be holden 
at Newbern, and the secretary of the province to 
remove his office thither. 

In the latter part of the year, the leaders of the 
adherents of the unfortunate prince Charles Ed* 
ward, having perished on the scaffold, a general 
pardon passed the great seat, exempting from trial 
and punishment nineteen individuals out of twenty 
among the rest, on their being transported to Ame- 
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lica: they drew lots for tliis purpose. Tbey were ac- 
companied by a number of others, who, though they 
had not taken up arms, favored the princess cause^ 
and voluntarily shared the exile of their countrymen. 
A considerable number of them came to North Car* 
olina^ settled on Cape Fear river and formed the 
tettlementin the middle of which the present town 
of Fayetteville now stands. 
. The provincial laws were in the hands of the in- 
habitants, on loose manuscript sheets, forming a 
chaos, from which information could only be obtain- 
ed at the expense of much time and drudgery. To 
remedy this evil, the legislature, at their next ses- 
sion, appointed four commissioners to revise the 
code and print such acts, as were in form and use. 
This measure had been hitherto recommended in 
rain by governor Johnston, since his arrival, and 
had been long and earnestly desired by the friends 
of order. The commissioners, appointed, weni 
chief justice Hall, Edward Moseley, Samuel Swanttt 
the speaker of assembly and Thomas Barker, aa 
eminent attorney. The contingent fund being in- 
sufficient to meet the expense of this publication^ 
a duty of three pence was laid on every gallon of 
wine and distilled liquor, and four pence on every 
hundred weight of rice, imported from any place 
out of Great Britain, and so scarce was the circu- 
lating medium, that, although bills of credit were 
receivable in payment of this duty, it was thought 
necessary for the collection of it, to authorize the 
receipt of the articles on which it was laid, in pay 
ment. 

K. CARO. XI* 7 
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The statute for the encouragemeBt of the tnana- 
facture of British Bail cloth, and that allowing, the 
direct exportation of rice from the Carolinas and 
Georgia, to the ports to the southward of cape Finis* 
terre, which were now expiring, were continued for 
seven years longer. 

The importation of tea into the American pro- 
Tince, without paying the inland duty, was allowed; 
and it being judged, that the cultivation of indigo, 
in the colonies, might be greatly advantageous to 
the trade of the nation* as great quantities were 
used in dying the manufactures of the kingdom, the 
supply of which, being obtained from foreign coun* 
tries, was at all times uncertain and the price fre« 
quently exorbitant, and the plant appearir^g to thrive 
in the Carolinas, there was room to hope the raising 
of it might, by proper encouragement, be increased 
and improved to such a d^ree, as not only to an* 
swer all the demands of the king's subjects, but 
considerable quantities might also be exported to 
foreign markets; a bounty of six pence per pound 
was granted on all indigo, exported therefrom to 
Great Britain. 

The attention of the legislature, at their next session, 
on the 6th of April, at Newbern, was directed to some 
depredations and insults, committed by the privateers of 
the enemy, in the inlets and such ports of the province^ 
as were of easy access: sometimes cutting out vessels 
and carryingthem away, at others, running up the rivers, 
knding and plundering the plantations. A law was 
passed for erecting fortifications at Ocracock, Topsail 
anil Bear inletf and for finishing fort Johnston. To 
defi^y the expenses of their construction, a ffmt of 



1748] THE THIRD. 51 

twenty-one thounnd three hundred and fiftjr pounds was 
made to the king, and an emission of bills of credit, to 
the ssHoe amount, was directed. The paper currency 
in circulation, denominated Old Proc« was so deprecU 
ated^that it passed at the rate of seven and a half for one; 
it was directed to be exchanged on these terms, and 
.the exchange between proclamation money and sterling 
was fixed at four for three. A poll tax of one shiUing 
was laid lor the redemption of the bills issued, to con* 
tmue until they were absorbed. Hitherto, the sherifi 
and aU collectors of the public money accounted and 
psdd the balances in their liands, to a comimttee of the 
legislature: during the bustle of the session, there was 
flddom time for a minute investigation of the accounts 
of the officers who attended; never any to send for those 
who kept away. The consequence of so loose a prac- 
tioe> caused the utmost confusion in the fiscal affairs of 
of the colony; a remedy was now attempted to be ap^ 
plied to the growing eviL The province was divided 
into two districts, treasurers were appointed, before 
whom, it was made the duty of holders of public money, 
semi-annuaUyto appear, exhibit their vouchers and close 
tiieir accounts. 

The casual emoluments 6f officers were fixed by a 
new fise-bill. 

Withti view to give some encoutagemmt to the tan- 
ning of leadier, which was attempted in several parts of 
tiK province, a bw was passed, pndnbitiog the exportftf 
tion of raw hides and skins. 

At the request of the Tuscarota Indians, who had re^ 
mained bdund, when' the naain body of the nation, early 
in the century, emigrated towacds'the northern lakes, 
dK lands allotted them by the treaty of 1719 were laid 
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out and marked off. All persons Were prohibited from 
purchasing any part of them, and the enjoyment of the 
rights of the ^vhite owners was postponed until the 
lands were abandoned by the Indians; settlers were re- 
moved and all persons inhibited from ranging stock on 
these lands. 

A rent roll was directed to be made of all the lands, 
faolden in the province : such persons, whose convey- 
ances were not already recorded) were required to regis- 
ter them within twelve months, in the office of lord 
Granville, at Edenton, for the northern part of the pro- 
vince, and in that of the auditor general, in the rest of the 
province, or in the office of the register of the county in 
which the land lay ; and all conve3rances, in regard to 
which this formality viras neglected, were declared void. 
But all persons who had lost the evidence of their titles, ' 
having had possession for twenty-one years, on due 
proof, were declared to have a good title agsunst the king 
or earl, paying the highest quit rent in the country : in- 
digo and tobacco were declared a tender, in payment of 
quit rents. 

The fate of the provincial laws, after copies of them 
were transmitted by the governor to England, depending 
much on the report of the king's counsel, appointed for 
the special service of the board of the lords commis- 
sioners of trade aifd plantation, and the opinion of this 
gentleman being naturally much influenced by the idea 
and information he received of the reasons, circumstances 
and views, with which the act had been passed, most of 
the provinces had found it their interest to have an agent 
in London^ whose duly it was to attend the reporting 
council, make such exphmatiims and give auch in- 
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fimnationi 39 would lead lus opinion to a favorable re- 
port, and wait on the board after it was delivered. 

The success of the afl^rs of a province often materi- 
ally depended on the ability and industry of this agent, 
for the great ofEcers of state would not take the vague 
inforniation of individuals, but transacted all business 
with the provinces, by asking and knowing their senti- 
ments, through the means of their agents. Without some 
person of this character in England, their business 
there slept : memorials, addresses and petitions passed 
through his hands : it was his duty to improve every 
opening for the encouragement of the trade of the pro- 
vince that employed him, and to obviate any scheme 
that might hurt it. For this purpose, he was to watch 
the intentions of parliaihent and transmit early and accu- 
rate informauon of them tp his constifuents. The pro- 
vince having hitherto suffered from the want of an offi- 
cer of this kind, the trust was now committed to James 
Abercrombie of London. 

Towards the middle of April, the preliminary articles 
of a treaty for a general pacification were signed at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, by the British, French and Dutch plenipo- 
tentiaries ; in the following month, the empress queen, 
king of Sardinia, and duke of Modena acceded to them, 
and soon after, the king of Spain, the republic of Genoa, 
and the rest of the contending powers. The definitive 
treaty was signed in the month of October : by this in- 
strument the island of cape Breton waa restored to 
France. 

Early in November, a number of Spanish privateers 
canie up a considerable distance in Cape Fear river, 
and committed great depredations; one of them 
was blown up, and a number of negroes and some valu- 
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able effixts were taken out of the wreck : tfie prooeecb 
of the sales of this propert]^ were afterwards applied to 
the building or repair of the churches in the towns of 
Brunswick and Wilmington, in the neighborhood of 
which the injury had been sustained. 

The people, known hj the appellation of the Unhas 
Fratrum, or the United Brethren, obtained in the follow- 
ing year, a statute of the British pariiament, authorizing 
them to establish settlements in the American pro- 

▼inoes. 

A printing press was this yeur imported into the pro- 
Tince and set up at Newbem, by James Davis, from 
Virginia : this was a valuable acquisition, for, hitherto 
the want of an establishment of this kind was severely 
felt : the copies of the laws, being all manuscript, were 
necessarily very scarce and it is likely &ulty and inac- 
curate. 

With a view to offer employment and an asylum to 
the great number of ^oldiers and seamen, who were 
discharged from the king's service at the peace, and to 
promote the settlement of the province of Nova Scotia, 
the lords commissioners of trade and plantations offered 
land to them, free from quit rent for ten years, and sub- 
ject afterwards to a yearly rent of one shilling on every 
fifty acres : those who availed themselves of this offer, 
were offered their subsistence during the passage and one 
year after their arrival. The same offers were also hekl 
cut to artificers, useful in building and husbandry. A 
number of people, impelled by this encouragement, emi- 
grated and the town of Hali&x was established. 

The legislature, which sat at Newbem this year, heki 
thvee sessions : the calm of peace was improved and 
several important hws were praaed : the revisal of the 
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acts of the genertl assembly, completed by Samud 
Swami, was ofiertd to the i^slature, exammed and ap«r 
proved. The judges having hitherto often difiertd in 
opinion, with regard to such acts of the parliament of 
the mothfer country, which were in force in the colony^ 
the question was settled by the authority of the legisbu 
ture, who passed an act containing the title of every 
statute that was recognized as in force and use, and all 
others were declared of no validity ; but, as the mother 
country was not prepared to allow the colonies to shake 
the authority of her parliament over them, the law re* 
ceived the royal disallowance. Provision was made for 
the relief of insolvent debtors, for docking entails of 
small estates. 

The counties of New Hanover and Bladen were di-- 
vided, and the western part of the former was erected 
into a new county by the name of Duplin, and that of 
the latter into another called Ansa, in honor of the late 
circumnavigator of the world. 

A town was estabUshed on the north side of Roanoke 
river, in the county of North Hampton, to which the 
name of Hawns was given, from an £nglish barony of 
that name, owned by lord Granville ; the law, authori- 
zing the first erection of a toll bridge, was passed thb 
session, and the bridge was ^oon after built over the 
river Trent ; the grantee's uiterest was extended to 
twenty-five years. 

The culture of raw silk, in the British American coIo* 
nies, was encouraged by an exemption from duty on its 
importation into Great Britain ; the same immunity was 
extended to bar iron, imported into the port of London^ 
and pig iron into any port of Great Britain^ These ad- 
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vantages were^ however, &r from being gratuitous ; they 
were more than counterbalanced by severe restrictions^ 
The erection of slit mills and iron furnaces, in any 
part of the provinces, was strictly prohibited ; they were 
declared public nuisances, and the gc)vernors were spe- 
cially charged to cause them to be destroyed ; the colo* 
nists were not suffered to extend their works in these 
manu&ctures even for their own use ; slit mills and steel 
furnaces, heretofore erected^ were however permitted to 
stand and be employed. 

The boundary line between the provinces of Virginia 
and North Carolina, had been run from the sea shore to 
Peter's creek, which falls into Dan river, a little below 
the Saura towns : it was now continued, by commission- 
ers appointed by the legislatures of the respective pro- 
vinces, to Holsteiu river, directly opposite to a place 
called the Steep Rock, a distance of ninety miles and two 
hundred and eighty poles. The commissioners of Vir- 
ginia were Joshua Fay and Peter Jefferson ; those of 
North Carolina, William Churton and Daniel Weldon. 

The greatest injury which France had sustained du- 
ring the war, had fallen on her navy ; she applied herself 
in the calm of peace to repair her loss ; her activity ex- 
cited tlie apprehension of Great Britain for her com- 
merce and her colonies. There existed, however, be- 
tween these powers, differences in regard to their Ame- 
rican possessions, to which the treaty of Aix la Chapelle 
had not put an end: the boundaries of Nova Sco- 
tia, which the British extended far into Canada, and 
the French restricted to the peninsula between New- 
foundland and New England, and the islands of St. Lu- 
cia, Dominique, St. Vincent and Tgbago, of which die 
two nations claimed the property. 
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Commissioners were appointed on both sides, who 
met at Paris in the latter part of September, 1750. 

The Moravians or United Brethren, purchased from 
lord Granville a tract of one hundred thousand acres» 
between Dan and Yadkin river, about ten miles to the 
east of the Gold mountain : they gave it the name of 
Wachovia, after an estate of count Zizeudorff, in 
Austria. 

The legislature met in the town of Newbem, in the 
month of J une. Objects of improvement, in the inter- 
nal polity of the province, appear to haVe engrossed their 
whole attention ; inspectors of commodities intended for 
exportation, were now first appointed for the ports of 
Brunswick and Wilmington : rice, beef, pork and naval 
stores, were the articles made liable to inspection. The 
pilotage of Cape Fear, which was not yet uiicler any re- 
gulation by law,;became this session an object of legis- 
lative improvement. 

A duty was laid on wine and spirituous liquor, im- 
ported from South Carolina by land into the county of 
Anson : this is the first instance that occurs, of an inland 
duty ; the legislature were induced to lay it, through the 
desire of checking the growing trade of the province of 
South Carolina with the western country, which depriv- 
ed the ports on Ca^x: Fear river of almost all the produce 
from the upper parts of the province. 

By a statute of the parliament, the new style was in- 
troduced into all the king's dominions ; the old compu- 
tation of time was declared to be abolished, after the last 
day of December of this year, and the new year to begin 
on the first of Jaimary ; it hitherto began in March ; 
the day following the 2d of September^ 1752, was reck- 
oned the 14th; omitting eleven days. ' 

N. CARO. II. 8 
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The attention'of the British legislature was drawn to 
the advaatages which the nation was likely to reap, from 
the importation of pot and pearl ashes from the Ameri« 
can provinces : great quantities of these articles were 
consumed at home, in making soap and other manu&c- 
tures ; the colonies were encouraged to supply the mo. 
tlKT countr}' with these articles^ by their exemption from 
duty. 

The statutes, allowing a bounty on the importation of 
naval stores, masts, &c. weie continued^ and new regu- 
laiiuns introduced^ 

The provincial general assembly met in the town of 
Bath, on the first of March : this is the only session of 
the legislative body which appears to have been bolden 
ihere. 

A duty was laid on goods sold by pedlars* * Conside- 
rable injuries having arisen to vessels, from the badness 
ot the channels, leading to the ports of Edenton, Bath 
and Newbern, aod the insufficiency and neglect of pilots . 
commissioners were established in those ports, whose 
duty it was made to examine and license pilots, to cause 
the channels to be staked out and to superintend the na- 
vigation. Parts of the counties of Granville, Johnston 
and Bladen, were erected into a new county, which was 
called Orange ; and a town was established on the west 
side of Cashie river, in the county of Bertie, to which 
the name of Wimberly was given, from the owner of 
the ground. 

In the course of this year, was completed the printing 
of the first revisal of the acts of assembly : the multipli* 
cation of the copies of them, by means of the press« 
was a valuable advantage : it tended to introduce order 
and uniformity in the decisions of courts, m4 by defi- 
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ning the rights of the people, ki a degree, put an end to 
the grait anarchy and confusion which had hitherto pre- 
vailed, from the ignorance of the people and the magis- 
trates in tlus respect. The work was handsomely print- 
ed and bound in a small folio volume : a yellowish hue 
of the leather with which it was covered, proceeding 
from the unskilfulness of the tanner, procured it the 
homely appellation of the Yellow Jacket, which it retains 
to this day. 

The trustees for the province of Georgia surrendered 
their charier to the king, on the second of July, in con- 
sequence of which regal government was established in 
that coldly* The provinces of Pennsylvania and Ma- 
ryland were now the only remaining ones, in which a 
proprietary government existed. 

Governor Johnston now died, having presided over 
the province during a period of nearly twenty years. Un- 
der hb administration, William Smith, Nathaniel Rice, 
Robert Holton, Matthew Rowan, Edward Moseley, Cul- 
kn Pollock, Edmund Porter, Eleazer Allen, James Mur- 
ray and Rc^er Moore sat in council. The chief judi- 
cial seat was successively filled by William Smith, John 
Montgomery, Edward Moseley, Enoch Hall, Elcazer 
Allen and JanMs HaseD. 

The province increased consider^ly : the white popu- 
lation, winch, at the purchase of it by the crown did not 
exceed thirteen thousand, was upwards of forty-five 
thousand ; an increase of above tlaree and one half for one, 
during a period of twenty-three years. 

The exports of the province were already considera- 
ble : it appears, that in the following year there were ex- 
ported 61,528 barrels of tar, 12,055 barrels of pitch, 
10,429 barrels of turpentine, 762,000 staves, 61,580 



insti 

zusse:s II =KL. •T-TCC zx^a^ cSpa^ 5,3fXi barrtls 
ZL ^ox oni 3c^ I'X. sagsooEk ci ratucco, SO.OOO 
7i:u:iiSt n.' ies iCZB, fasaia «b=]C, rice, bicad, patft> 
TBS. ?esw3x. Buirr. bac:*, fard, kimber, md^B, 



B7 ifS. C^Beeordt. 



i 



CHAPTER IV. 

Ok the death of governor Johnston, the administra- 
tioti of government devolved on Nathaniel Rice, the 
counciUor first named in the king's instructions. 

In the month of September, 1752, a hurricane rava- 
ged the southern provinces ; the town of Charleston was 
overflowed, and the inhabitants took refuge in die upper 
stories, or on the roofs of their houses; the impetuosity 
of the wind was more severely felt in North Carolina; 
the court house of the county of Onslow, in the town of 
Johnston, with the dwelling house of Eldward Black, the 
clerk, and almost every building, were blown down and 
destroyed ; the county lost all its records, and the town 
was so matenally injured that it was abandoned. 

On the 28th of January, president Rice died, at an 
advanced age, and waa succeeded by Mathew Rowan, 
the next connoilior. 

This gendeman qualified, at Wilmington on, on the 
first of February, and met the legislature, at Newbern, 
on tlie 23d of March. 

The calm of peace allowed them to bestow their un- 
divided attention on the internal concerns of the pro- 
vince: the trade of the most considerable part of it being 
greatly obstructed, by the kirge shoals that lie within 
Ocracock inlet, so as to render small vessels necessary, 
to fighten ships of burden over the bar ; the heavy ex- 
pense, thus occasioned, and the great danger to which 
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the ships and lighters were, in the mean while, exposed, 
were sensible injuries to the commercey to come into 
Ocracock inlet, and commodiously, to ride at anchor 
in the harbor of Core sound ; experience had shown, 
that the merchants trading to Albemarle sound, Pam<^ 
plico and Neuse rivers, were compelled to send to Oc- 
racock inlet, or Core banks; sometimes the whole, and 
almost always* one half of the cargoes of vessels, of any 
burden, so as to require wharves and warehouses, near 
the harbor or on the banks, for the reception and safe 
keeping of the commodities, they were obliged to send 
down. It was imagined that these evils would be reme« 
died, by establishing a town on the Core banks : a law 
was iiassed therefor, and the town was called Ports- 
mouth ; but, as the spot on which it was to be erected, 
was far distant from any inhabited part of the province and 
open to the depredations of the enemy, in time of war, 
even to the insults of pirates at all times, an appropria- 
tion of two thousand pounds was made, for erecting a 
fort for its protection, to which the name of fort Gran- 
vilie was given. 

The upper part of the county of Anson, was erected 
into a new and distmct county, which, in compliment to 
the president, was called Rowan. 

The French now began to carry into execution, their 
long concerted plan of connecting, by a chain of forts 
and continued settlements, their possessions in Canada 
and Louisiana, and as part of it, to endeavor to debar the 
English from all trade and intercourse with the nations 
of Indians, dwelling along the Mississippi, even those on 
the back settlements of the British provinces. Early in 
January, they had taken possession of an English tiuck- 
house, in the Twigtees nation, and cidrried several^ of 
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the traders prisoiiars into Canada^ and soon after, thejr 
sent down a party of their Indians from Loubboarg , 
to barrass the province of Nova Scotia. On the receipt 
of Ihe inforniation of these particulars, lord Holdemess 
addressed a circular letter to the governors of the south- 
ern provinces, to require them, with the utmost dili- 
gence, to put their respective provinces in the best pos- 
ture of defence ; to watch the motioQ of ttie subjects of 
France, and, in case any of them, or those of any other 
foreign power, should presume to encroach on any part 
of tticir governments, to erect forts or commit any act 
of hostility, immediately to represent the injustice of 
such proceedings and require them immediately to de- 
sist, and, on refusal, to draw forth tlie strength of 
tlie province, and repel force by force. 

As circumstances required * that the several pro- 
vinces should assist each other, in case of invasion, the 
governors were required to correspond together, and on 
Ihe first information of any hostile attempt, immediately 
to convene the leg^lature, and lay before them the ne- 
cessity of mutual assistance, and engage them to furnish 
such supplies as the circumstances might call for« 

Lord Holdemess concluded, by observing, that he 
bad the king's express command, more strictly to en- 
join, that no use might be made of the armed force, ex- 
cept within the undoubted limits of the British domi- 
nions. The misfortune was, that these undoubted lim- 
its were far from being easily discernible. The French 
minister of the marine. Monsieur Rouille, to whose 
department the concerns of the plantations belonged, 
was at the same time writing to the marquis de Jon- 
quiere, governor of Canada, with the samf; apparent de- 
sire of justice, when he gave the orders, mi consequenoe 
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of which, the British government conceived its rights 
were invaded. '* The king commands me/' said he, 
** to recal to your mind the instructions which have been' 
often given to you, in regard to your conduct towards 
the British, particularly on the subject of the bounda* 
lies of the dominions of the two crowns, until they be 
finally ascertained. In supporting his rights against 
any encroachment, you are not to undertake any thing 
that may violate thoise of the British king. See that the 
officers whom you may station in the posts near the Bri- 
tish colonies, act on the same principle ; avoid whatever 
may give room to just ccmplaints against you.*' 

Vainly were the officers of the two nations required 
to ac: towards each other, with all the moderation, com- 
patible with the honor of their respective nations, and 
the security of their possessions ; neither could prevent 
a rival power, with a different idea of its own rights and 
possessions m America, from viewing even that mode- 
ration, as an overt act of hostility. 

On the 29tb of October, the assembly of Jamaica re- 
rolved; ** That it is die interest and undoubted right of 
the representatives of the people, to raise and apply mo- 
neys, for the services and exigencies of government ; 
and to appoint such person or persons, for the receiving 
and issuing thereof, as they shall think proper; which 
rights this house has exerted, and will always exert, in 
such manner as they shall judge most conducive to the 
service of 1ms majesty and the interest of the people.'* 

Early in Janua^*, an express from governor Din- 
widdle of Virginia reached president Rowan. The 
governor, alarmed at a rumor of the movements of the 
French on the Otuo, had sent thither major Washing- 
ton (the man who, a few years after, became one of the 
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most conspicuous diariK^ters of his age) who repotted 
ihai the French had taken poet on one of the branches of 
th^w river^ and built a fort, in which they had mounted 
eight siK pounders: they had materials in readiness 
for olber forts, which they declared their intention 
of building on the river, and particularly At Logs^ 
town, the place destined for their future residencct 
as soon as the season would permit thens to embarks 
For this purpose, they had upwards of two hundred 
eanoes finished, besides a great number of Qth^m 
blocked out. To the representations of the major, thft 
commanding officer at the post had answered, that the 
country belonged to the French ; th%t *no SnglishqiaQ 
bad a right to trade upon those waters i and h? had 
orders to make any of them prisoners, wh^ att^i^ptfii} 
it on the Ohio or its branches. 

Governor Dinwiddie, in giving th^ iaformation to 
president Rowan* observed, that the force qf th^ e^ieqijr 
was &r from being contemptible : they bad alifady en^ 
gaged three natiotts of Indians, the Cbippeways, Qtta-i 
ways and the Orendakes, to join them; they h^d f^mF 
other forts on the Mississippi, besides a garrison of onp 
thousand men at New Orleans. By the means of ^ 
Wabash, they had a conunttnicat^on between Canada and 
file Mis^ssiq>pi; and befort they sent their troops int9 
winter quaniers last fall, they had called the several tribes 
of Ifidians together At the fort, and told them they might 
icly on seeing them early in the spring, M^th a vcsry con- 
^derable reinforoement ; that they would itake posses- 
sioQ of »the Ohb, if they were not entirely passive The 
letter coQcluded, by soliciting an aid of men from the 
province, to ym the troops, that were raising in Virginia 
nad MaryUnd, and inarch iigaiuat the Freocb* 

V * CARO* II. 9 



66 CHAPTER [1754 

President Rowan immediately issued his proclama-^ 
tion, for the meeting of the legislature at Wilmington, 
on the 19th of February, 

In his speech, at the opening of the session, he com- 
municated to the houses, the despatches he had received 
from lord Holderness and governor Dinwiddie, and 
pressed them to improve the opportunity of manifesting 
their loj^lty to the king, their zeal for his service and 
their affection for a sister province. The lower house 
put a price on their compliance, and insisted, as a sine 
qua nan^ on obtaining the president's assent to a bill for. 
issuing a considerable sum in paper currency. This 
was easier to be obtaintd from a temporary chief magis- 
trate than from a governor, who, by yielding the point, 
might incur the risk of losing his office. ' President 
Rowan did not make much difficulty. Various plans 
were accordingly introduced; the most prominent of 
which was a scheme for a general loan office, to be 
managed by four trustees, chosen by the chief magis- 
trate out of eight persons named by the asembly, one 
of whom should go out yearly, and be replaced by a 
similar mode of re-appointment. A sum of eighty thou- 
sand pounds was proposed to be emitted, in bills of dif- 
ferent denominations, from fifty to one shilling, and pro- 
clamation money, of the value of four shillings to three 
shillings sterling. One half of the emissicMi was to be 
in bills of twenty shillings and under, and to be loaned 
by the trustees on security,* in sums from three hundred 
to twelve hundred pounds, with a proviso, that on the in-, 
terest being paid within two months after the day of 
payment yearly, five per cent, only should betaken, other- 
wise six. The rest of the emission, being in large bills, 
was to be loaned on the same terms; but, with a view to 
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keep the credit of those bills in circulation^ it was pro- 
vided, that one per cent, interest should be allowed 
thereon, from the time the bill was lent out till returned, 
and paid into the office in dischage of some money, there 
tx>rrowed. These bills were to be loaned in sums from 
five hundred to twenty pounds. All the bills were to be 
a tender in all payments. The friends of this plan con* 
tended, that no beneficial commerce could be carried on, 
without some kind of a circulating medium, and that the 
mode hitherto pursued, when paper was emitted, to lay 
a tax for the redemption of it, by instalments, within 
a limited number of years, and cancelling and burning 
yearly the produce of the tax, did not fully answer the 
intended end ; for, the circulating medium was thus gra- 
dually lessened, the remainder being still sooner absorb- 
ed by the tax, and, at the end of this operation, the ne« 
nessity of a circulating medium, was as equally pressing 
as before the emission: as a sufficient quantity of coin or 
bullion could not be brought into, and retained in the 
province, without an increase of trade, and a proper econ- 
omy to procure a balance in favor of the province, by in- 
creasing the amount of exports and diminishing that of 
imports, which could not be effected in an infant and 
growing province, where all necessaries are to be pro- 
vided for, to imprbve the lands and purcliase slaves; 
that the circulating medium ought to be rather increiased 
than lessened, as the population of the province advan- 
ced: Even if die president's assent could liave been 
had to this plan, it was not likely a majority of the coun- 
cil would have hazarded their seats by sanctioning the 
measure: emissions of paper in the colonies being 
highly disapproved of at home, and exciting the com- 
plaints of the merchants, who, as the currency fidl in 
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value, bjr the acOelsKA of a grtater quantity, were f>Ui< 
gcd to reoeivt it in ptyment firora the planters, or take 
produce at the advanced price to wtuch it naturally rose, 
with the increase of the medium with which it was to be 
exchanged. The ftlan &Ued. The gmnt ofsuppUet 
and the emission of Aone; were nutdc the ol^ect t^ one 
bill. 

The sum of one thousand pounds Was appropriated 
to the ndung, subsisbiig and paying such tnx^ as the 
pre»dettt might see proper to send to the ns^staoce of 
the province of Virginia. Two thousand were also 
appropriated for the repairs of Fort Johnston, and ■ 
l^e Bum for Uiose of Fort Granville. The inhalMtants 
of the frontier counties of Anson and Rowan, beii^ 
judged too poor to support, unaided, the expenses 
attending die defetMC of the back settlements against the 
Indians, one thousand pomtds were approptiated to the 
purchase of arms for their use. 

Forty thousand pounds, in biUs of cfvdit, were emit- 
ted to meet these expenditures, and another appropria- 
tinn Was made of twenty thousand pounds, for the pur- 
diase of a glebe in every county, for the establishment 
of a public seminary and the ivpoirs of the public build- 
ings of the province. This last appropriation was made 
under a subtending clause, till the kill's pltasure was 
signified, it doesfiot appear iJiat it ever was obtained. 

An annual p<dl tax of cme shitlmg and a duty of fuvr 
pence on every gallon of wine or spirituous liquors, 
were the means provided fn- the redemptxm of the pa- 
per now emitted, aiid to continue tiH it was ioa tins way 
all bought in and caticdled. It will appear in the oourse 
of tliis history, that the tax and duty were continued 
until the idBolittoa of the regal gonnnnnit. The sffo- 
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priadon for the seminary, which, however, proved inef- 
fectual, is the first evidence of a desire to encourage 
literatuft, manifested by the legislature of the province: 
it did not happen tiU neariy ninety years after die settle* 
iiicnt of the country. 

The upper part of the county of Bladen was erected 
into a distinct county, and called Cumberland. 

The town of Exeter, in the county of New Haven, 
and that of Gloucesler, in the county of Anaon» were 
established. 

President Rowan lost no time in raising the troops^ 
voted by the legislature for the assistance of the province 
of Vir^nia. Colonel James lanis of New Hanover^ 
marched, at the head of this succourt and joined the 
forces of Virginia, swelled by those of Maryland. 

Without considering much the strength or composi- 
tion of this smaU army, governor DinwicUe, foUowing 
the advice of the king's council, directed its march to 
the All^heny mountains^ with directions either to dis- 
possess the French of their forts or erect one in the 
ne'^hboihood. The whole force was placed under the 
order of the officer who commanded the detachment of 
North Carolina^ The total number was not equal to 
one half of that of the enemy, and no care had been taken 
to provide for the troops any of the necessary supplies 
or convcniencies, which.the season and the part of the 
country for which they wens intended required. In 
giving orders for procuring recruits for the Virginia re- 
giment, it had been unaccountably forgotten to pro- 
Vide any money for that purpose. The legislature of 
that province soon after rose, and there being no provb- 
lon made for die proaecutioa of the war, the expedition 
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was countermanded, and colond Innis marched back his 
men to North Carolina. 

' The provinces weremuch exposed to the depreda- 
tions of the Indians, more particularly during a war be. 
tween England and France, and, individually, ddier too 
weak to take efficient measures for their own defence, 
or unwilling to take upon themselves the charge of 
erecting forts, and m^ntaining garrisons, while thdr. 
neighbors, who partook equally with them in the advan-r' 
tage, contributed nothing. Some times also, the de^ 
fects which existed between the governor and the as- 
semblies, prevented the adoption of measures of dif- 
ference. To avoid the evils attending this immediate 
difference of interest, and the better to combine the 
forces of the provinces, it was recommended to them by 
the lords commissioners of trade and plantations, to de- 
vise a plan of union between the colonies, to regulate all 
measures of general interest. To accomplish this end, 
the former were invited to send commissioners to Al« 
bany, in the province of New- York. All, however, 
did not attend this call: commissioners from the prov« 
inces of New- Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania and Maryland, attended; a 
plan proposed by Benjamin Franklin, one of the com- 
misjjoners from Pennsylvania, a gentleman fiin)ous in 
the republic of letters and in the American history, 
v/is adopted, to be recommended, which has ever since 
been known by the appellation of the "Albany plan of 
union." 

Application was proposed to be made for an act of 
parliament to establish, in the American provinces, a 
general government, to be administered by a president 
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general, appointed by the crown^ on the nomination of a 
grand council, chosen by the legblatures of the differ- 
ent provinces. The number of members to be chosen 
in each, to be in direct proportion to the sum paid by it 
into the general treasury: but no province was to chose 
more than seven, nqr less than two members. At first, . 
the provinces of Massachusetts and Virginia were to 
have seven fnembevs each; that of Pennsylvania six, that^ 
of Connecticut five, those of New-York, North Caro- 
lina and South Carolina four each, that of New-Jersey 
three, and those of New- Hampshire and Rhode Island 
two each. The whole executive power was vested in 
the president general; the legislative power was vested 
in the grand council and the president general; his assent, 
being necessary to the passage of a bill into a law. The 
general legislature was empowered to declare war, con- 
clude treaties and make peace with the different nations 
of Indians; to regulate trade with, and make acquisitions 
of land from, them; in the name of the king or of the 
union, to settle new colonies, and make biws for their . 
government, till their erection into distinct provinces; to 
raise troops, build fons, fit out and arm vessels and use 
all other means for the general defence. To carry these 
powers into effect, they were empowered to lay duties, 
taxes and imposts. All laws were to be transmitted 
over for the king's approbation, and, unless disapproved 
within three years, were to remain in full force. Mili- 
tary officers were to be nominated by the president gen- 
eral and appointed by the council, and those in the civil 
department were to be nominated by the council and 
appointed by the president general. 

The French, still persisting in their endeavors to oc- 
cupy the borders of Ohio,' the province of Virginia 
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reused a regiment to check their advances. Major 
Washington, on whom the command of this corps had 
devoired, on the death of colonel Fry, advanced towards 
that river early in the spring* He met with, and defeat* 
ed a small French party, under the orders of captain de 
JumonviUe, and directed his march to the confluence of 
the Monongahela and Allegheny rivers, where the Ohio 
company had sent a number of men to erect a fort. 
But, on the 4th of July, he was attacked and defeated by 
a party of French and Indians^ with the loss of 150 
killed and 70 wounded. 

The plan firoposed by the commissioners of the pro- 
vince was submitted to their respective legislatures and 
rejected by all, as giving the president generad, ^bt rep* 
resentatire of the crown, an influence greater than ap- 
peared to them proper, in a plain government formed for 
freemen. The British ministry disapproved of it; be- 
cause it gave too much power to ttie representatiTCs of 
the people. Perhaps these objections, from each party^ 
are the strmgest proof that am be adduced of its CKcel- 
lence^ as directed to the situation of Great Britain and 
at that time. It appears to have steeredi ex- 
e middle* between the interest of both. 
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CHAPTER V, 

In the Ml of 1754» Arthur Dobbs, who had been ap* 
pointed governor of the province, arrived at Newbenu 
This gen;Qeinan was an Irishman, and had been a 
member of the Irish parliament: he was a man of letters 
and enterprise. It wasfat his solicitation, that the board 
of admiraUy, in England, had been prevailed upon, in 
1741, to cause a new attempt to t)e made, under the 
orders of Christopher Middleton, a captain of the Hud« 
son Ixiy company, to find a northwest passage to 
Japan, Cluna, and India. The expedition sailed in the 
month of May, of that year; but it was unsuccessfuL 
The plan of governor Ddbbs was complained of by 
Mon«eur Durand, one of the French commissioners, 
(1742) as tending to encroach upon the trade which the 
French carried on with the Indians towards the north of 
Canada, and to extend the British settlementss in these 
parts to the prejudice of those of the French. 

Governor Dobbs brought a few pieces of cannon and 
one thousand firelocks, a present from the crown to the 
province. He was accompanied by a number of his re- 
lations and countrymen, who had followed him with the 
liope of being promoted to tucrati^ offices, and the in- 
habitants of the province were not long without com- 
plaining of lus too great fidelity in gratifybg the desires 
tf lus followers. 
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He qualified at Newbern, on the 1st of November, 
and met the legislature six weeks after, in that town. 
He recommended the fixing oTa permanentand adequate 
revenue on the crown, to meet the expenses of govern- 
ment, and a proper salary for the governor for the time 
being: be drew the attention of the lower house to the 
neces^ty of making an early appropriation for the repairs 
of fort Johnston and the other fortifications, and the sup- 
port of a lew soldiers; and of making provision for the 
support of a minister of the established church, in each 
county; for the regulation of trade, and the preser- 
vation of a good understanding, with the neighboring 
Indian tribes. The revision of the court syeiem and 
the inspection laws were mentioned by Mm, as proper 
objects for the deliberation of the legislature, and he de- 
sired that some remedy might be applied to an alarming 
and growing evil, the great circulation of counterfeited 
bills of credit. 

The assembly \vere ready to enter on the business re- 
commended, if we except the allowance of a salary for 
the chief magistrate. An aid of eight thousand pounds 
was granted to the king for the defence of the province: 
a duty was lud on every ton of dipping of one fourth 
of a pound of powder and one pound of lead, and a 
bounty was allowed for facilitating enlistments. Means 
of defence being thus provided, the legislature turned 
their attention to the internal concerns of the province. 
A new judicial system was formed; a supreme court 
was established in different districts of the province; and 
provi^on was made for holding courts of oyer and ter- 
miner and general jail delivery, defining the jurisdiction 
of county courts and settling the mode of proceeding 
therein. Inspections of tobacco werp establisbed and 
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the exportation of that article, before it had been sub* 
mitted to some test, was forbidden. Inspectors' notes 
were made a tender at the public treasury, at the rate of 
one penny a pound* The cultivation of this commo* 
dty, it seems, was as yet confined to the northern part of 
the province, the act making no provision for the in« 
«pection of it, to the southward of Tar river. 

In their address to the governor, the lower house la- 
mented the repeal of the act, establishing several towns 
and counties. 

The ministry^ judging that the provincial forces were 
wvequal to a conflict against the French, despatched 
commodore Reppel, with a squadron of ships of war, 
conveying major general Biaddock and a reputable 
body of troops. 

After a long and tedious passage, general Braddock 
reached Williamsburg, early in the following year. In 
the letter, announcing his arrival to Henry Fox, the 
secretary of war, on the 4th of February, he said, *'I 
luve found every thing in great confusion, as I expected: 
much money has already been spent, though very little 
is done. The governor here is of opinion, tkit the peo- 
ple of the province are ,well inclined to give all the 
assistance in their power, to an affair that concerns them 
so nearly. Governor Dobbs is well enough satisfied 
with those of his province* and hopes to be more so 
hereafter; Pennsylvania will do nothing, and supplies 
the French with every thing they want." 

His first step was to address a circular letter to 
the governors of the several provinces, to prevail on 
them to exert themselves in their respective gov- 
ernments, to obtain supplies of men and money; 
he recommended them to lock up their ports, so as 
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to rentier it impossible for the enemy lo draw any 
provisions from the • proYinces, and expressed a 
wish that a common ibnd might be established out 
of the money, granted by the several legislatnre». 
In a letter of the 1 8th of March, to Sir Thomas Ro- 
binson, secretary of state, he complained of the dif- 
ficalties he bad to encounter, in the following termsr 
«*The jealousy of the people and the disunion of 
many of the colonies are such, that I almost despair 
of succeeding. I am indeed very sorry to tell you-, 
that in all appearance, I shall meet with great diffi- 
culties in obtaining from those colonies, the pupplies 
which the king expects from them and the general 
interest requires. Governor Dinwiddie has already 
obtained from his province twenty thousand pounds 
currency, and he hopes to obtain a still larger sum. 
North Carolina had granted eight thousand pounds 
and Maryland six thousand, each of the current coin 
of their respective governments. Although Penn- 
sylvania is, without contradiction, the richest and 
the most concerned in this expedition; yet, it has 
supplied nothing hitherto.^' And in a letter of a 
Tater date to the earl of Halifax, the general writesr 
"I am sorry to have been under the necessity of 
saying, that the inhabitants of these colonies have 
all shown a great indifference for the king^s service, 
and their own interests. However, they do not all 
fall under this censure, and particularly those of the 
province I am now in, (Virginia,) are not to be 
compared with their iieighbors, and may not have 
deserved reproaches. But I cannot sufficiently ex- 
jpress my indignation against the provinces of Penn- 
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Bjlvama and Maiyland, which, being quite as much 
concerned in this expedition as their neighbors, and 
mach more so than any other on this continent, re- 
fiise to contribute in anj shape towards the support 
of this project, and even what they propose, they 
do only on such terms, as are entirely contrary to 
the prerogative of the king and his instructions to 
the governors.** 

Early in April, governor Dobbs left the province 
in order to attend a meeting of the governors of the 
provinces, which general Braddock had requested, 
with a view of consulting them on the most proper 
mode of operatioQ. They met htm at Alexandria, 
on the 14th of April. The result of their delibera- 
tions was a recommendation of three expeditions. 

The object of the first and principal one, was the 
reduction of fort Duquesue, which stood * on the 
spot on which the present town of Pittsburg now 
stands, in the state of Pennsylvania. G eneral Brad- 
dock was to command it in person, and his forces 
were to consist of the troops he had brought from 
England, and such reinforcements, au might be obr 
tained from the southern provinces. 

The second, which was to be under the com- 
mand of governor Shirley of the province of Mas- 
sachusetts, was intended against Niagara and fort 
Frontignac. Two regiments raised in that colony, 
were to be the main force employed in it. 

The last had Crownpoint fur its object. For this, 
provincial troops were to be raised from the pro- 
vince of New- York, and those of New England; 
major general William Johnston of New-York, was 
designated as the leader of it. 
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General Braddock lodt no tim^ in tiiaking the ne- 
cessary armngements for the eipnditioh which he 
was to head. He formed two companies ofcarpen* 
ters, each composed of a captain^ tWo subalternsi 
two sergeants and thirty men. One of them was 
to be employed in making roads and boats, ahd thb 
other itl repairing carriages: he also raised a cool* 
pany of guides, composed of a captain, two aids and 
ten men. He established forts from the head quar- 
ters to Philadelphia, Annapolis and Williamsburg. 
His difficufties were increased by the great num- 
ber'of horses^ Waggons and batteauif, necessary for 
transporting the artillery , baggage and pfovisions^ 
and the scarcity of laborers and the excessive price 
they required; the provisions were to be drawn 
irom many provinces, distant from each other; the 
want of forage was severely felt, and the expedition 
was detained fo considerable time Waiting for the ar^ 
tillery. He set off! on the 20th of April, on hid way 
to ioi^t Frederick, in order, to go by the way of Wills 
cre^k, where a post was establfshed, on the spot 
since known as fort Cumberland, near the source 
of ti)e Potomac, then the most western po6t, <held 
in those parts by the English* 

General Braddock Was detained on the road at this 
post, by a coincidence of untoward circumstances^ 
until the middle of June, when apprehensions were en- 
tertained, that this inauspicious delay would afford the 
enemy the opportunity of strengthening the post against 
which the expedition -was aimed, so a^ to occasion its 
miscarriage. It was thought of the utmost importance 
to guard against this contingency, and the general, ta- 
king with him a chosen corps of twelve hundred men, 
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began a rapyl march: the baggage of the detaehment 
was packed on horses, and as few waggons were ta):eii 
with it as were sufficient for the removal of the military 
scores. Colonel Dunbar was left with the rest of the 
army, and directed to foDow by slower and easier 
marches. 

General Braddock yims not, however, able to rpadi the 
Monongahela till the eighth of July ; the rugged state of 
the country did not aHow a speedier progress, though the 
corps was disencumbered .from every article that could 
be left behind. 

After having crossed Uie stream, the gpnfini disposed 
hfs forces for battle : he placed in front three hundred 
British regulars, among whom were his grenadiers and 
light infantry, and followed, at somedihtan^^e, with the ar- 
tillery and the main body of the army, divided into small 
columns. This was a most uofor^inate arrangemeAt» 
and the general had determined on it, notwithstanding 
the representations of all. the American officers near ham* 
who recommended, that the provincial companies should 
be made to advance in front, scour the woods, discov^, 
and give alarm in case of any ambuscade. This necom- 
mendation w^s disregarded, the g^eral having too con- 
temptuous an opinion of the enemy against whom he 
was advancing, and of the capacity of American soldiers* 
In the midst of a wide, open piece of ground, covered 
with grass to a man's hdght, the unseen foe fired on» 
and threw into concision, the unsuspecting ranks in the 
van of the British forces : but the prompt advance of the 
main body, and the fall of the French commanding offi- 
cer, put a momentary stop to theattaek: hut the as^l- 
ants soon resumed k with great fuiy ^ and the van hlOog 
back on the m^ body, a general confiision &U9 wod* 
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Every officer on horseback, except George WasUng- 
ton, who was near the general as one of his aids^ was 
killed or wounded, and the commander himself received 
a deadly wound : at this moment, his dBsmayed British 
soldiers ran in various directions, in disorder and confu* 
sion : the provincial forces kept the field a considerable 
time tonger. Great was the carnage that ensued, till the 
Indians, who constituted a good portion of the enemy's 
army, diverted by the hope of plunder, gave up the pur^- 
suit. Sixty-four out of eighty-five officers, and one half 
of the men were either killed or wounded : the artillery, 
stores and baggage were all taken. The portion of the 
army that escaped, reached colonel Dunbar's camp, 
where the general breathed his last. The colonel, alarm- 
ed for the safety of his men, sought their safety in a pre- 
cipitate retreat, and, after burning most of his stores, 
marched to Philadelphia. 

By the unfortunate bsue of tliis expedition, the west- 
cm setdements of the southern provinces were left open 
to the attacks of the Indians, and most of the planters 
sought an asylum in the more thickly inhabited parts of 
the country. 

The expedidons, under governor Shirley and general 
Johnston, were not so disastrous, but neither of them 
was successful. The army of the latter, during the 
summer, lay on the eastern bank of the Hudson, a litde 
south of the city of Albany. In the early part of June, 
the troops of the eastern provinces began to pour in, 
company after company, and such a motley assemblage 
of men never before thronged together, on such an occa- 
sion, unless an example may be found in the ragged re- 
giment of Sir John Falstaffi It would have relaxed the 
gnvi^ of an anachoritei to have seen the descendants of. 
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the Puritans, marching through the streets of our an- 
dent city, take their situation to the left of the British 
army, some with long coats, some with short coats, and 
others with no coat at all, with colors as varied as the 
rainbow ; some with tiieir hair cropped like the army of 
Cromwell, and others with wigs, the locks of which 
floated with grace around their shoulders. Their march, 
their accoutrements and the whole arrangement of the 
troops, furnished matter of amusement to the rest of the 
Britbh army. The music played the airs of two centu- 
ries ago, and the tout ensemble^ upon the whole, exhi- 
bited a sight to the wondering strangers, to which they 
had been unaccustomed. Among the club of wits that 
belonged to the British army, there was a Doctor Shack- 
burg, attached to the staff, who combined with the 
science of a surgeon the skill and talents of a musician : 
to please the new comers, he composed a tune, and with 
much gravity recommended it to the officers as one of 
the most celebrated airs of martial music. The joke 
took, to the no small amusement of the British : brother 
Jonathan exclaimed it was nation Jine^ and in a few days 
nothing was heard in the provincial camp, but the air of 
Yankee Doodle. Little did the author, in his composi- 
tions, then suppose, that an air made for the purpose of 
levity and ridicule, should ever be marked for such high 
destinies. In twenty years from that time, the national 
march inspired the heroes of Bunker's hill, and in less 
than thirty, lord Cornwallis and his army marched into 
•the American lines to the tune of Yankee Doodle. 

Governor Dobbs, in the course of the summer, visit- 
ed the western counties of the province, and the towns 
on the sea shore, with a view to ascertain on what spots 
forti6cation8 might be erected with the greatest pros- 
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pect of utility. He met the le^shture on tiie 25th of 
September, at Newbem : in addressing the houses, he 
observed, that the situation of afiairs in the province, 
being much altered since their last meeting, and the dan- 
ger increased of the French being able to accomplish 
the scheme they had formed, oF confirang the British 
provinces to the eastern side of the mountains, by a 
chain of forts from Canada to Louisiana ; of gaining 
most of the nations of Indians to their alliance, and of 
preventing those who vrere friendly to the English from 
appearing in their defence, he was compelled to solicit 
them, in the king's name, to grant as large supplies as 
the situation of the province could allow, not only to 
defend the frontier counties, but also to co-operate in 
offensive measures with the other provinces, against the 
common enemy : he recommended the erection of a 
fort, between Third and Fourth creeks, near the South 
Yadkin, in the county of Rowan, near that of Iredell, a 
eentral spot between the northern and southern bounda- 
ries of the province- 

The legislature granted a supply of ten thousand 
pounds, for the erection of this fort and for raising, 
equipping and paying three companies of fifty men each, 
exclusive of commissioned officers ; and with a view to 
facilitate the approvisionment of the king's forces, an 
act was passed prohibiting the expor(Si\ion of proviaons 
or live stock, to any of the enemy's or neutral ports. 

Pork, beef, rice, indigo, naval stores and lumber, 
were this year made subjects of the laws of inspection, 
which hitherto related to tobacco only. 

The people known by the appellation of Unitas Fra- 
trum or United Brethren, though more generally by that 
of the Moravians, having formed considerable settle- 
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ments in Wachovia, a large tract of land, which they 
owned in the county of Rowan, now in that of Stokes, 
were erected into a separate parish, that they might dis- 
charge their parochial duties with more convenience arid 
ease : the new parish was called Dobbs' Parish. 

To the distresses of the war, was now added the ca- 
lamity of one of those epidemical diseased, which at dif- 
ferent periods have scoured the continental provinces, in 
autumnal visitations. 

In the following year, the fortification which the gover- 
nor had recommended, was raised : it was an oblong 
square, fifty-three feet long and forty«three wide : the 
opposite angles were twenty-two by twenty-four: it 
was twenty-four feet high, and had three floors, from 
each of which above one hundred muskets might be 
^charged at the same time. 

The British now began to retaliate on their rivals, by 
captures at sea, and early in the following year^ on the 
application of the French court for restitution of the ves- 
sels seiz^ the British cabinet required a previous satis- 
faction for the invasion of the king's territories and the 
hostilities committed on his American subjects. On 
receiving this answer, the French king granted letters of 
marque and reprisals. On the 1 8th of Mi^, war was 
formally declared by the court of Great Britain ; an ex- 
ample which was followed by Franoe on the 18th of 
June. 

The earl of Loudon, who had been appointed com- 
mander in chief of the king's troops in America, and 
governor of the province of Virginia, came over in the 
spring. Nothing of importance was, however, attempt- 
ed during the year. 
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In the month of September, the marquis of Mont- 
ealm made himself master of the important post of 
Oswego, on lake Ontario : the British garrison, con- 
sisting of sixteen hundred men, were made prisoners df 
war. This fortification, having been erected in the 
country of the Five Nations, was not viewed by them 
without jealousy : the marquis wisely destroyed it in 
presence of the Indians, tdling them that the French 
wished to enable their red brethren to preserve their neu- 
trality, and would not make any other use of victory 
than to demolish the forts built by the English on the 
lands of the Indians, with the design of overawing and 
keeping them in subjection. 

The general assembly of the province sat at Newbem 
on the last, day of December. The attention of the 
houses was drawn by governor Dobbs to the change 
which had taken place since their last session : be ssdd 
that the measures which the king had taken to preserve 
the rights and possessions of his American provinces, 
and compel the French to restore the territories they had 
taken possession of, had encouraged the hope of a speedy 
determination of all di&rences ; but it now appeared, 
that the king of France, not only persisted in the deter- 
mination of hemming in the British colonies, securing 
the Indian trade, engaging the Indian tribes on the fron- 
tiers in his cause, and with their assistance expelling the 
English from the continent of America, but had invaded, 
previous to any declaration of war, the king's domin- 
ions in that of Europe, and threatened an invasion and 
the total destruction of the British empire, outrages 
which had compelled the king to decbre war against 
France. 
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After observing that the whole British empire, in 
Adibica, was at a stake, and the religion, liberties and 
possessions of the nation in the utmost danger, unless 
her whole, united strength was exerted to repel those 
fiuthless neighbors and merciless enemies, he added, that 
the great weight of a war against the exorbitant power 
of France, without the assistance of any aUy, under the 
]»essure of a heavy debt, contracted for securing the in- 
tegrity of the territory of the American provinces, re- 
quired, that they should yield assistance to the mother 
country to the utmost of their ability, and recommended 
that, by an efficient aid, the province might be prevented 
from becoming the seat of war. 

He informed the houses, he had received the king's 
instructions to recommend to them the passage of a bill 
for preventing desertions, and to encourage the recruit- 
ing service, and to request, that such sums as might 
be raised for the public service of the colonies, might be 
placed under the directions of his commander in chief, 
over all the colonies, and in compliance with the address 
of the assembly, at their last session, to re-enact the 
twelve kws, which had been repealed by the king in 
council, in 1754^ for erecting counties and towns, re- 
serving to the king his right to create members to serve 
b the assembly, and also to agree to (he repeal of such 
subsequent laws for erecting counties which had not 
been laid before the king in council, before the montli 
of April, 1754, and to re-enact them with the same 
reservation. 

He recommended the passage of a militia law, and the 
revbion of those for the support of the clergy and for 
the inspection of commodities. 
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The legislature granted a small aid only of three thou- 
sand four hundred pounds, whic|) were appropriated to 
the defence of the western country ; and, in compliance 
with the recommendation of the governor, passed a 
law to prevent desertion. The acts establishing 
the' counties of Orange, Rowan and Cumberland, 
and those allowing the towns of Wilmington and 
Brunswick, the right of being represented in the lower 
house, were repealed, as containing clauses injurious to 
the prerogative of the crown, and acts were passed) for 
re-establishing those three counties, and all those, the 
erection of which had been disallowed by the king in 
council, by his orders of the 8th of April, 1754. A 
clause was inserted, declaring that the establishment of 
these counties was not to be construed as allowing the 
royal prerogative of granting letters of incorporation, 
ordering and regulating elections, and establbhing &irs 
and markets. 

More extensive regulations were made for the im- 
provement and establisliment of roads and ferries. Pro* 
per amendments were introduced in the inspection laws, 
and measures were taken to secure the collection of the 
powder duty. 

The governor now informed the upper house, that 
the fortifications t>n Cape Fear river, at Core sound and 
Topsail inlet, would soon be in a state of defence, and 
that he had information, that the artillery and ordnance 
for Fort Johnston would soon arrive, and that he had 
applied for artillery and ordnance stores for the other 
forts, and for a company of one hundred and twenty 
men, to be fixed on the British establishment ; where* 
upon the house, at his recommendation, addressed the 
king, imploring his protection for the province, and resol- 
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ved, that they would cheerfully concur with the other 
house, in making provision for the support of such men 
as he might send to garrison the forts. 

The governor communicated the instructions he had 
received from the king, to fix on a proper spot for the 
seat of government, and the representations of the lords 
commissioners of trade and plantations ; that it should 
be in a healthy situation, the most central,, and their in- 
tention to advise the king, that it should be somewhere 
on the river Neuse ; a comniittee of both houses was 
appointed, to view the country and report the most 
advantageous spot. 

A post, established between Suffolk and Wilming. 
ton (once a fortnight) was continued for one year. 

The governor was authorized to apply the surplus of 
the sum of twelve thousand pounds, appropriated at the 
September session of the legislature, in 1754, to the 
raising and subsistence of the troops, destined for the 
service of the province of Virginia, and out of the sum 
of eight thousand pounds, granted at the following ses- 
sion, for the defence of the frontiers, to make up any de- 
ficiency that might happen in the sum of ten thosand 
pounds, granted at the last session, and promised to 
make further provision, at the next meeting, if necessary. 
Governor Glen, of South Carolina, began to establish 
forts in the country lately acquired from the Cherokees, 
On the banks of the river Savannah, and at the distance 
of about three hundred miles from Charleston, he erect- 
ed Fort Prince George, within gun shot of an Indian 
town called Keoovee. It was square, and had an earth- 
en rampart about six fiset high, on which stockades were 
fixed, a ditch and a natural glacis on two sides, with 
basdons at the angles^ on each of which four cannons 
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were mounted : It contained barracks for four hundred 
men. About one hundred and seventy miles down the 
river, was built Fort Moore, on a much smaller scale. 
Andrew Lewis was sent, by the earl of Loudon, to build 
another fort on Tennessee river, on the southern bank, 
at the highest point of the navigation, opposite to the 
spot, on which Tellico block house has since been pla- 
ced, about thirty miles from the present town of Knox- 
ville: the fort was called Fort Loudon. These strong 
holds^ with those of Frederica and Augusta, formed a 
strong barrier against the Indians, and the protection 
they afforded^ induced the inhabitants to advance to- 
wards the western parts of the provinces of North and 
South Carolina. 

Andrew Lewis informed governor Dobbs that, on his 
arrival at Chota, he had received the kindest usage from 
Old Hop, the little carpenter, and that the Indians in 
general expressed their readiness to comply with the 
late treaty with the Virginia commissioners (Byrd and 
Randolph). They manifested these disposition while 
the fort was building^ ; but, when it was finished, and 
they were pressed to fulfil their engagements and send 
warriors to Virginia, they equivocated. Andrew Lewis 
observed, that the French and tlieir Indian allies, the 
Savannahs, kept a regular correspondence with the 
Cherokces, especially those of the great town of Tellico. 
He expressed his opinion, that some scheme was on 
foot for the distress of the English back settlers, and that 
die Cherokees greatly inclined to join the French. 
While he was at Chota, messages had come to the little 
carpenter, from the Nantowes, the Savannahs, and the 
French, at the Alabama Fort. He took notice that the 
objects of the communications were industriously con- 
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ttaXtA firom bind, and that a groat alteration, in ^t dikf '4 
bdiaviour towards him, had ensttai. In return, towards 
the latter part of Sqptetnber, a Frenchman who had lived 
ibr a considerable time among the Cbcrokees^ aci{omt)a* 
nied by a Cherokee vrench who understood the $hawa^ 
Rees tonguc« went from Chota to the Alabama Fort^ and 
to the Savannah Indiain& The object of lib viak fo the 
French, was to press them for (he aocomplishtiient of a 
promise the commander of the Son liad made, to send 
and have a fort built among the Cherokeea, near the town 
of Great Teffico. The communioitiofi concluded bf 
observing, that the Indians had expressed a wish that 
captain Dennie, sent by theearlof Loudoni with a corps 
of two hundred men to garrison the' fort^ might fetura 
to Virginia^ the Indians beitig displeased at seeing such 
a brge number of white people^ well armed^ among 
diem, expressing a belief, that their intention was to de« 
stroy any small force that might be sent, in order to take 
the fort and surrender it to the French* 

On this information, captain Hugh Waddie was sent 
with a smaH force to reinforce captain Dennie* 

In the month of January, governor Dobbs went to 
Philadeipfaia to attend a counci), composed of the goveN 
nors of the southern provinces, called thither by the eail 
of Loudon, in order to concert measures for ibdr pro^ 
lection while the commander m citief wouki carry otif 
more important operations in the northern provifices. 

Preparations had been early made^ for an expedkiott 
against Louiibourg. A general embargo was laid in 
the beginning of March, on all vessels throughout thtf 
provinces, from Nova Scotia to North C«trolk>a : it con^ 
tinued until June. The object of it was to procure 
aUppihg for the trattspoTCation ef vsokli«:s> proviskmo, 
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Stores, arttneiy, &c. Four hundred and ftfty men, of 
of the first bsttalion of American royalists, were ordered 
to South Carolina, under colonel Bouquet. 

In the latter part of June, the transports sailed from 
the diferent provinces to Halifiut : they carried about 
six hundred regular troops. In their passage, they es- 
caped being taken by a French fleet, vrhicfa had been 
cruisingabout five days before, near the mouch of th& 
harbor. Five #eeks were spent, at Halifax, in holding 
councils. The result of these deliberations was the 
determination of laying aside the expedition against 
Louisbourg. In the meanwhile, the manqnis de Mont* 
calm, availing himself of lord Loudon's absence, pro- 
ceeded to Crown Point, with about ten thousand men^ 
consisting of regular troops, Canadians and Indians, 
firom whence he marched to Fort William. Havings 
after a siege of five or six days, taken and demolished it, 
he made the garrison, wUch consisted of about two 
thousand men, prisoners of war, made (umself ma^er of 
a large quantity of provisions and stores, and secured 
the entire possesion of the lakes. ; 

Some time after his return firom FhiladelpUa, gover* 
nor Dobbs received an applicatioafbr snccour, firom the 
province of South Carolina. Governor Lyttleton in- 
fbrined him that the neighboring Indians, excited by 
the French, grew daily more troublesome, and the colo- 
ny found itself unabk to resist them without aid. The 
l^slature was, thereupon, convened : they held their 
fiourth session at Newbem, on the 16tk of May. An aid 
was granted to the king, for the relief of the sister pro* 
vioces and for the definite of the frontiers. 
* Parliament, this year, at the kbg*s recommendation^ 
gcaated a sum of ^ty fihoasaQd pounds sterling, to the 
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provinces of Virginia, North and South CaroCna, as an 
indemnification from the expenses of war. The pro« 
portion of North CaroUna was three fourths of fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

The general assembly held its fifth session at New. 
hem, on the 20th of November. Governor DoUm ob. 
served, that die affiurs of Europe, Great Britwi and the 
American provinces, were now in a most critical situa- 
tion, by means of a most unnatural alliance, entered into 
between the houses of Austria and France, into which 
they had drawn the empi^ess of Russia, against the only 
protestant power of Germany, who could support its 
civil and religious liberties : he said the king's German 
dominions were overrun by a superior French army, 
and, consequently, the protestant interest of Germany 
and the rest of Europe was in the greatest danger ; and 
aU the forces the king had been able to spare, for 
the relief of his American provinces, had not been suffi- 
cient to dislodge the French, from their encroachments 
on the frontiers of the British dominions, in America. 

He informed the houses of the lat^ parliamentary 
gtant, and of the arrival of the artillery and ordnance 
stores for Fort Johnston, and hoped that these instances 
of the king's paternal goodness might animate them to 
contribute with zeal, to the support of the expenses of 
the war. 

He drew their attention to an evasion of the clergy 
law; common in many counties. The inhabitants 
combimng to elect such vestry men as they knew would 
refuse to act; he noticed the great defects in the inspec- 
tion bws. 

An act was passed, grantingan aid to die king;, for the 
subvstcnce of the troops, necessary to be kept for ^the 
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defence of the province, and for kef^g op the forUfi-r 
cations on the sea shore. Authoritjr was given to Ed^ 
mund Atkins, who liad lately been appcxnted by th^ 
king, soperintendant of Indian affairs, to regulate the Ia-» 
dian trade, with a view to unite the tribes in aUianoe with 
the British, and strengthen their attachment^ some trif-* 
fing amendments were made in the inspection laws ; but 
the governor's reeommendations in regard to the vestry- 
act was entirely disregarded* 

At the ck)6e of th» year, the aflbira of Great Britain 
m Amerioa, bore a gloomier aspect than at any either pe« 
nod. The success of the French arms on the lakes^ 
and the untoward issue of the late exisedition gainst 
Fort Duquesne, left them the almost undisturbed 
possession of the Indian country, and consequently, m 
absolute influence over most of the tribes. The British^ 
on the contrary, were confined to a rrbtively nar^ 
row slip of land» between the Allegheny and the 
Atlantic. 

Early in the following year, a drcular letter from the 
new minister, William Pitt, assured the governors of 
the American provinces, that, in order to rqiair th^ 
losses and disappointments of the late inactive campiMgn» 
it had been determined to send a formidable force, by 
aea and land, against the French in America; and be 
called on them to raise and procure as large bodies of 
men, within their respective governments, as the num- 
ber of inhabitants might aHow. Arms, ammunition^ 
tents, provisions and boats, would, he said, be furnished 
by the crown; but it was expected the provinces would 
clothe and pay their men. Assurances were held 
out of a recommendation to parliament^ to indemiufy 
the colonies. 
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Aoeordifigly, admiral Bo^cawen arrired early in 
the spring at Halifax, ivith a formidable fleet and 
about twttre tliousand chosen troops^ under the or« 
der of Sir Jeffrey Amherst The command of the 
British forces m America, on the departure of lord 
Iioudon, had devolved on general Abercrombie, 
who when joined by Sir Jeffrey, found himself at 
the head of the most powerful army ever seen .in 
the new world. His whole number, comprehend* 
ing troops of every description, was fifty«two thou** 
sand, two thirds of whom were Americans. 

Three eipeditions were proposed for this year^ 
one against Louisburg, another against Ticondero- 
ga and the last against fort Duquesne. 

This was the one in which the southern provin* 
ces felt a principal, because of a more immediate 
iiitprest Their exertions were commensurate 
with it. 

The legislature that sat at Newborn on the 
28th of April, granted an aid to the king, for aug* 
menting the troops, then in the pay of the province, 
to he sent to reinforce .the army which was under 
the command of general Forbes, to march against 
fort Duquesne, to pay them while in that 8ervice,and 
for placing garrisons in the forts of the province. 

The town of Hartford, in the county of 'Perqui- 
mans, was established this year. 

The season requiring the labors of the husband- 
man« the legislature rose soon after passing the aid 
bill. 

On the 8th of July, general Abercrombie attack- 
ed the French entrenchment at Ticonderoga, near 
lak« George, but after a desperate pushi he was 
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obliged io retire with great loss to his old 'camp on 
lake George, to avoid a total defeat. 

Admiral Boscawen and Sir Jeffrey Amherst were 
more fortunate, and about the same time reduced 
the fortress of Louisbourg and soon after conquered 
the whole island of Cape Breton. 

On the 27tb of August, colonel Bradstreet took 
fort Frontenac and destroyed provisions and am* 
munition to a vast amount He. sunk seven vesseki 
on the lake, took two and burnt the fort to thQ 
ground. 

The general assembly held its seventh session in 
the town of Edenton, on the 23d of November* 
After acquainting them with the late successes of 
the king^s armR, governor Dobbs impressed on their 
attention the necessity of protecting the sea coast; 
privateers often coming in, cutting out vessels from 
their moorings and sometimes even insulting the 
plantations near the shore; be also recommended 
objects of domestic, concerns. 

In compliance with the governor's recommenda- 
tion, an aid was granted to the king for the support 
of the establishments of fort Johnson and fort Gran- 
ville. 

On the report of a committee of the two houses, 
appointed to view the country near Neuse riven 
and report the most elligible spot for the seat of the 
government of the province, an act was passed for 
establishing a city to be called Tower Hill, on a 
plantation belonging to governor Dobbs, on Coten- 
ney creek, near the spot on which the court house 
of the county of Greene now stands. A governor's 
bouse and such buildings as the service pf th^ pro- 
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▼ince required were directed to be built tbere. 
The Dew citj was declared the seat of the govern- 
meot of the province; but the operation of the act 
was suspended till the king^s pleasure was known. , 

The superior court for the counties of Eldge- 
combe% Granville and North Hampton was removed 
from Enfield to the town of Halifax. 

Tbe.counties of Edgecombe and Johnston were di- 
vided, and the western part of the latter was erected 
into a new county, which, in honor of the governor, 
was called Dobbs; and the northern part of the for- 
mer into another, to which the name of Halifax was 
given; and a town was erected on the east side of 
Little river, in the county of Pasquotank, which was 
named Nixonton, after the owner of the soil. 

Soon after the rise of the legislative body, ac- 
counts reached the province from general Forbes, 
to whom the conduct of the expedition against fort 
Duquesne had been entrusted^ that he had march- 
ed as early as the month of July, with the main bo* 
dy of his army. The delays in procuring the rein- 
forcements from the different provinces, and the dif- 
ficulties, opposed by the ruggedness of the country, 
were so great, that the general did not reach fort 
Duquesne untill the month of November. His force 
was eight thousand men. Alarmed at the ap- 
proach of so formidable an army, the garrison, de- 
serted by the Indians, abandoned the fort the even- 
ing before the general reached it, and escaped 
down the Ohio. 

The British changed its name, calling it fort Pitt, 
in honor of a^favorite mini0ter. Tiie occupation of 
this poat was an object of vast moment to the Brit- 
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indiscrimimtelf , destruction and death among the old 
and young, the softer sex, the innocent and guilty. 

Scenes of disorder, though of a less bloody kind, dis- 
turbed the interior part of North Carolina. Some of 
thb inhabitants of that portion of the province, the lands 
of virhich had been allotted to lord Granville, believing* 
themselves injured by the conduct of Francis Corbin, 
his agent, embodied themselves, and marched in great 
disorder and tumult through several counties, ill treat- 
ing those who refused to join or supply them with pro-' 
visions, came to the town of Edenton and forcibly took 
the man from his house, and, in sptte of the representa- 
tions of the decent and orderly part of their fellow-citi- 
zens, triumphantly led their prisoner away. After a 
march of about seventy miles, they permitted him to re- 
turn, on his giving bond for his future better behavior. 

On the 8th of May, the legislature met at Newbern: 
no business of a public nature was completed, and the 
houses were prorogued after passing two private acts. 

In the month of July, Sir William Johnston took the 
fort at Niagara, having defeated a large body of French 
troops, who had came to its relief, and soon after l^r 
Jeffrey Amherst possessed himself of Ticonderoga; the 
enemy having abandoned their lines on hb approach 
and set fire to the 4orU Crown Pomt also fell into his 
hands. 

On the 17th of September, the city of Quebec surcen*- 
dered to the British arms, after a very obstinate uege, 
during which, general Wolfe and Monneur de Mont- 
calm, the commanders of the two armiesy lost their 
fiveis. 

In the month of August, the court laws, passed in 
December 1754, were repeided by proclamation. 
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The ninA session of the assembly, called by governor 
Dobbs on his arrival in the province, was held in the 
town of Wilmington, on the 20tb of November. In 
meeting the houses governor Dobbs observed, that the 
late success of the king's arms rendered any supply far 
the aid of the northern provinces unnecessary, but as 
the war would probably be continued, until a safe and 
honorable peace was obtained, by driving the French 
from the continent and ruining their marine, forces 
were necessary to check the unruly behaviour of the 
Cherokees; he recommended that the two companies of 
foot, in pay c^the province, should be placed in the ser- 
vice of the fortifications. 

He lamented the great deprecietion of the currency^ 
which was received at a nominal discount of 33 1-3 per 
cent, while the real one was from 70 to ^ per cent, in 
sttfrlinp: money. This evil, if not early remedied, be 
said, would soon put an end to the credit of the province ' 
and be the ruin of its trade. 

He recommended the passage of a court law; those 
wMch had b^n in force since his arrival in the pro- 
vince having btely been repealed by order of the king 
in council. 

By a subsequent message, he drew their attention to 
a defect in the militia law, which had lately proved of 
great inconvenience: the detachment of the militiar 
which had been ordered against the Cherokees, unde, 
colonel Waddle, having refused to proceed against them, 
on the pretext that the colonel was leading them out of 
the limits of the province. 

A new court system was introduced : it provided for 
the establishment of a court of king's bench and com- 
mon pleas : the bill passed the lower house, on its thind 
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reacb^ in tbe upper, wtwenl amendmexits were insist- 
ed on; k was required, that a dause, wUch forbade 
the chief jtistice to reoeive anjr part of the fees of the 
derks, ht escponged, as derogatorf of tAe honor of that 
officer, as veil as a claase &r borrowing from the ^k- 
ing fimd a suficieat sum to discharge the salariea of the 
associate justices and attorney genersL Thia produced a 
message firom the lower house, in vrtiich they observed, 
that the practice wMch had hitherto prevailed, of the chief 
jasdce exacting from the derfcs a considerabie propor- 
tion of thcir'legal fees, had been the cause of their being 
guilty of great extortions, whereby the superior courts 
had become scenes of oppression, and the conduct of 
tbe chief justice and clerks a subject €ji universal, com- 
pliunt : they admitted, that the late chief justice, Peter 
Henly (whose death was lamented by all who wished 
to see the band of government strengthened, the laws 
duly executed, and justice impartially administered} 
from a pious sense of the obligations of bis oath, had con^ 
formed to the act of 1748, for regidating officers' fees, 
but they thought themselves bound in duty to their con- 
stituents to provide against the pernicious effects of a 
contrary conduct : they expressed their hope, that the 
new chief justice (Charles Berry) would think his pre- 
decessor's laudable conduct in this respect worthy of. 
imitation, and, in that expectation, were willing to leave 
him, in tlus regard, m the same situation as chief justice 
Henly had been. As to the money proposed to be bor- 
rowed out of the sinking fund, they observed^ that the 
contingent fund was upwards of two thousand pounds 
in arrears, and as no method appeared more eligible, 
they ofiered to advance the sum upon tbe tax by which 
the money was to be replaced. The upper house per* 
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sisted ia thdr proposition to strike out tbe dauae ^ the 
loan, and tliat the salaries should be paid by>a tax , to 
commenoe to the following year. The lower house re- 
plied, that tbe salaries were not the only object of the 
loan; that to oblige the creditors of the province to 
wait antM money was collected by a tax, would be 9Xk 
injurious treatment, which would sensibly a&ct its 
credit : they added, that the measure was adopted ia 
conformity to several precedents on similar occasions, par* 
ticularly tbe one first proposed and afterwards insisted on 
by the upper house, where two thousand eight hundred 
pounds were applied to the chief justice's salary, that cf 
idbe attorney general and other contingencies, to be re- 
placed in four years by a tax, when the very law under 
which the money was signed, expressly provided it 
should not circulate for any use whatever, until the 
king's pleasure was known: notwithstanding which, 
the lower house had been so careful, to avoid every valid 
objection against a bill of such importance to the pro- 
vbce, that they had forborne to insert the clause, rela- 
ting to the application from the sinking fund, until they 
had ascert^ned, that it was not contrary to the king's in- 
structions. They lamented being reduced to the disa- 
greeable necessity of framing bills to supply the place of 
the valuable laws which had been lately repealed, through 
misrepresentations, originating in interested views, ever 
incompatible with the public good : they reminded the 
upper house, that the salaries of the chief justice and 
attorney general were at first intended by the legislature, 
as matters of mere compliment, at a time, when the pro- 
vince was in a prosperous situation : they added, that as 
no other expedient could be found at the present junc- 
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ture to defray that expense, should the upper house re- 
ject the bill on that account, care must be taken in fra- 
ming another court bill, not to insert any clause, how- 
ever necessary, that may introduce the least charge on 
the province ; and concluded with a hope, that if the bill 
miscarried, the most sincere endeavors of the lower 
house would be accepted, by their unhappy constituents, 
'in lieu of the^ valuable advantages which the bill was 
calculated to produce. 

The upper house continued to insist on the clause be« 
ing struck out, as the breaking in upon the sinking fund 
would give a deadly blow to public &ith, and pressed 
the assembly to weigh the iatal consequences that would 
attend the rejecdon of the bill. 

In their second message, tbe lower house admitted the 
impropriety of an application from the sinking fund, 
which necessity did not imperiously call for, but they de- 
clared it impracticable, without it, to pay the debts of the. 
province, or to attain the valuable ends, intended by the 
bill. As the sum, intended to be borrowed, did not ex- 
ceed two thousand five hundred pounds, and was to be 
replaced by a tax which would commence in 1763, .the 
currency of the province would not be depreciated, nor 
any individual prejudiced. They concluded by observ- 
ing, that on the most mature consideration of the mes- 
sage of the upper house, such were the sentiments of 
the lower, from which they could not depart, and refer- 
red it to the consideration of that body, whether the pub- 
lic good would not be better promoted by the passage, 
than by the rejection of the bill. 

The upper house voted that the bill be rejected, un- 
less the lower house would on the next day signify their 
consent, that the clause should be stricken out* 
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On being informed of the provisional fiite of the bill, 
the lower bouse replied, that rather than to see the pro- 
vince reduced to the confusion and disorder which the 
\vant of courts must necessarily introduce, they would 
agree to expunge the clause, and with it such parts of 
the bill as allowed salaries to the chief justice, his asso- 
ciates and the attorney general, which appeared to them 
a necessary consequence of the clause, objected to. 

On reading this last message, the upper house reject- 
ed the bill absolutely. 

An attempt was made in the lower house to pass a 
bill for an emission of paper money, but the governor 
communicated to them an article of his instructions, 
which required him to withhold his assent from any bill 
for the emission of paper money, unless it contained a 
clause, that neither the bills proposed to be emitted, nor 
those hitherto issued, should be a legal tender. 

An aid was granted to the king for the subsistence of 
the troops and militia now in the pay of the province ; it 
was directed to be paid out of the fund, heretofore appro- 
priated for the purchase of glebes and the establishment 
of schools, the king not having signified his pleasure on 
that appropriation. 

Parts of the counties of North Hampton and Chowan 
were erected into a separate county, to which the name 
of Hereford was given. 

The province rapidly increased in population, and al- 
though its prosperity was considerably chcxked by the 
great exertions which were required from it for the sup- 
port of the war ; yet, as it was exempt from the ravages 
of the enemy within its own limits, except on its west- 
em border, it extended its agriculture and increased its 
trade. The cuUure^of tobacco bad been successfully at- 
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tended to in the middle counties, and inspection and 
iimre houses for that commodity were now established 
on the river Neuse and its branches. 

The commerce of the ports on Neirse and PampKco, 
having^ more to apprehend from the difficult navigation 
of those rivers, than from any immediate attack from the 
enemy, against which it was protected by akindof natii« 
ral fortification, the powder and lead duty, hitherto coK 
tected in kind, was directed to be received in money, 
and the proceeds of it applied to the erection of beacons 
and the stakt'age of the channds of those streams. A 
similar provision was soon after made for the improve* 
ment of the navigation from Howard's bay to Bear in- 
let, in the county of Onslow. Extensive new roads 
were laid out in the interior part of the province, and at* 
tention paid to the erection and improvement of the 
public buildings in the counties. 

A tract of hnd, in the county of Orange, one of the 
westermost, had been hid off by an individual, W. 
Churton, on Enoe, one of the branches of Neuse river, 
on which a number of houses had been built. The 
healthiness of the spot and its convenient situation for 
an inland trade, induced the legblature to give to the 
establishment, the saction of its authority. It was call- 
ed Childsburg, in honor of Thomas Cliilds, the attorney' 
general of the province, a gentleman of considerable 
ability and influence. The name was afterwards altered 
to Hillsborough, either from the hilliness of the ground, 
or in compliment to Wells, earl of Hillsborough, the 
secretary of state for America. 

A bill passed both houses for the appointment of an 
agent, to solicit the affairs of the province in Enghnd: 
the governor withhekl his assent from it. 
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On the 9th of January, governor Dobbs dissolved the 
assembly, complaining, in a speech of which a copy was 
refused to the speaker of the lower house, of their back- 
wardness in framing an acceptable court system, and 
laws to compel sheriffs to account for public moneys, 
and assigning as one of the causes of the dissolution, 
the long time the assembly had existed; nearly |six 
years. 

Governor Lyttleton, of South Carolina, on the firtf 
account of the irruptions of the Cherokees, on the bor- 
ders of the southern provinces, had embodied a con- 
siderable portion of the militia of his province, and de- 
termined on marching into ^ Indian towns and chas- 
tising the savages. While he was making his prepara- 
tions for that purpose, thirty-two Cherokee chiefs came 
to Charleston, with a view to represent to the governor^ 
that the nation did not support the warriors who had 
committed acts of violence ' upon the whites; that the 
chiefs had in v^n attempted to restrmn their young men, 
and were willing that satisfaction should be made, for 
thes« outrages, which the body of their nation reproved. 
The governor refused to listen to these overtures of 
peace and set out for Congaree, a place at the distance 
of about forty miles from Charleston, which he had ap- 
pointed for the general rendezvous of the militia. The 
Cherokee chiefs were induced to accompany the gover- 
nor thither. He had represented to them, that, although 
he was determined on marching into their country, as 
they had come to him as embassadors of peace, he would 
see that they returned unhurt, into thdr towns ; but, 
as the whites were much exasperated, he could not an- 
swer for the treatment the chiefs might receive, if they 
exposed themselves alone to ibeir resentment. The 
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Indians marched to Congaree, apparently satisfied; but 
in reality, chagrined and vexed, at the manner in which 
their unfeigned attempts to conciliate di^renoes, had 
been received. On his arrival at Congaree, governor 
Lyttleton confined the tturty-two Indian chiefs, as pris- 
oners of war ; and when the army marched, a cap- 
tain's guard WBs mounted over them, on the way ; 
they were made to accompany the army to Fort Prince 
George, and on their arrival there, were confined in a 
miserable hut, scarcely sufficient for the accommodadon 
of ^x soldiers. Shortly after, the governor concluded 
a treaty of peace, with six of itnc headmen of the Chero- 
Iiee nation, by which it was i^reed, that the Indians, in 
his possesion, should be kept as hostages, confined in 
the fort, until an equal number of the Indians, guilty 
of murder, should be delivered up to him; that trade 
should, in the meanwhile, be opened and carried on as 
usual: that the CherokeeS should kill or make every 
Frenchman prisoner, who should presume tocnme into 
their naUon, during the continuance of the war ; and 
tiiat they should hold no intercourse with any of the en- 
emies of Great Britain, but should apprehend any per- 
son, white or red, found among them, that mig^t be en- 
deavorii^ to set the English and Cherokees at variance. 

Early in the year, governor Dobbs received de- 
spatches from Mr. Pitt, informing lum, that the king 
had resolved to exert the whole force of Great Britain 
and Ikt colonies, to finish the war in the ensuing cam- 
piii^n, and instructing lum to use his utmost influence 
with the l^islature, to induce them to raise, with the 
utmost despatch, as many men as the province could 
spare. 

Writs of election were accordingly issued, and the 
legibkitive body was summoned to meet at Newbem, 
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on the 24th of April. la the county of Orange, a num- 
ber of disorderly persons rose in arms, and, in a violent 
and riotous manner, prevented the sheriff from holding 
an election. The inhabitants of the town of Hali&x, 
claiming the right of being represented in the lower 
house, under the act of 1715, and governor Dobbs re- 
fusing to grant them a charter, prevailed on the sheriff of 
the county to hold an election, and to return Stephen 
Dewey, the person whom they chose. He was suffered 
to take his seat. 

In opening the session, the governor expressed, the 
pleasure he felt in meeting a new assembly, and hb 
hope, that the great and surprising success of the king's 
arms, and the distress and ruin of the trade and marine 
of France, in which the assistance of Divine Providence, 
was eminently displayed in the defence of the Protestant 
religion and the cause of liberty, would induce them to 
use their utmost power, in conjunction with the king's 
forces from Europe, to drive the French from all unjust 
acquisitions on the continent, and procure ample secu- 
rity, from the invasions and depredations of the French 
and Indians: 

He recommended the earliest attention to a court sys* 
tem, and the appointment of an agent in England, by a 
special bill. 

The lower house, in their answer, animadverted on 
die speeches of the governor to the last assembly, at the 
prorogation and dissolution. They observed, that tlie 
bill framed by the house had no other object, than the 
grant of an aid to the king, and tlie appointment of an 
agent, as recommended by Mr. Pitt; and in no other 
instance, had he, or any of his predecessors, taken 
any ezcepuon at the manner in which a bill of supplies 
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was framed. In reply to the speech at the dissolution, 
they took notice, that the treasurers were, by law, to ac- 
count with the assembly : and the constant practice had 
been, for them to do so before a committee appointed by 
the house, who re-examined the accounts on the report 
of their committee. With regard to the sheriffs, they 
admitted that they had observed several deficiencies in 
their collections^ bur, they added, that, in the con- 
fused state of the province,, from the turbulent disposi- 
ti&n of factions, cabals and dangerous insurrections, it 
could not, with reason, be supposed, that sheriffs^ more 
than magistrates or other oflSicdrs, could fully discharge* 
their functions; an inconvenience which they hoped 
would be removed, by the establishment of courts of 
justice on a respectable footings They concluded, by 
assuring him, that those observations were dictated by 
their duty to their constituents, and not by a desire of 
casing disputes with him. 

The governor replied, that he had laid before the 
house the accounts lately forwarded from New York, of 
the sums, issued for the troops sent to that province, 
and the officers who seryed^ on the Ohio were ready to 
account for the sums they had received. He said no 
money had passed through his hands ; he had only is- 
sued orders, which the persons in whose favor they were 
had to account for^ 

He said the loss of the aid bill was to be attributed to 
the clause, foreign to the object of it, which the house had 
insisted on inserting. 

He added, that in regard to the accounts of the trea- 
surers, he had strictly pursued his instructions, which 
required him to see them properly audited, laid before 
the legislature, and afterwaids transmitted to England i 
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that, if the king thought proper to withdraw his instruc- 
tion, he would gladly acquiesce : but he had thought it 
his duty to inform the house, that the accounts were ir- 
regular, as no list of taxaUes were produced by the 
treasurer for the northern district, nor any arrear return- 
ed, so that it could not appear what was the amount of 
the tax, nor whether the deficiency was occasioned by 
the sheriffs, or the neglect of the treasurers. 

The house passed a resolve, asserting their indubita- 
ble right to frame and model every bill wherem an aid is 
granted to the king, ki such a manner, as they believe 
most conducive to his service, honor and interest, and 
decbring every attempt to deprive them of the enjoy- 
ment of that right, an infringement on their rights and 
privil^cs. 

By another resolution, they declared the mode, ob- 
served by the treasurers in stating the accounts exhi- 
bited at thehst session, agreeable to the laws of the pfo- 
vince and conformable to constant and uninterrupted 
usage, and the method proposed by the governor, unpre- 
cedented and repugnant to law. 

The houses gave their first attention to the passage of 
bills for establishing courts of law, which had three 
readings in each. 

By these acts, the courts of judicature, constituted 
andftbe regulations made for the administration of jus- 
tice, by the acts of 1754*5, which were repealed by the 
late order of the king in council, were re-established with 
some alterations and additions, in respect to the qualifi- 
cations of the judges of the superior court, the duration 
of their commissions and the jurisdiction of the inferior 
or county court. 
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The superior court act divided the province into five 
districts, and appointed courts to be held in each of them 
semi-annually, by the chief justice and his associate 
judges, to whom jurisdiction was given in all civil cases, 
where the demand exceeded ten pounds, and also in all 
criminal cases, from the highest treason to the lowest 
trespass. 

It was provided, that no person should be appointed 
an associate justice of the superior court, unless he had 
been regularly called to the degree of an outer barrister, 
in some of the English inns of courts, be of five 
years' standing, and had practiced law in the princi- 
pal courts of judicature of the province: the commis- 
sions of the judges were to be during good behaviour. 

The county court act gave the justices jurisdiction of 
all civil actions to the extent of fifty pounds, and in cases 
of filial portion, legacies, distribution of intestates' estates, 
guardianship, the care of orphans and their estates, to 
any amount. 

The acts varied in so little a degree from those which 
had lately been repealed, that the lower house were un- 
der just apprehensions, that the governor's assent to 
them would not be easily obtained : they therefore re- 
presented to him in an address, tliat as the bills for re- 
storing the courts of judicature, and, through them, life 
to government and the rights and liberties of the people, 
appeared to be of such vast importance, they had thought 
it their duty to give them the preference over all other 
objects, and they had been despatched with unex- 
ampled unanimity and concurrence in both houses, and 
hoped their operation and excellence would distinguish 
the wisdom and justice of the legislature. 
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They urged, that the extreme solicitude of the people 
for such laws, and their own experience of the great 
mischiefs which had resulted from a long interval of li- 
centiousness, called on them to beseech him to give the 
acts his immediate assent, not only that a proper founda- 
tion might be laid for rendering so great a satisfaction to 
the people, but to warrant the house in proceeding to the 
despatch of other important matters. 

They added, they were thus eager to obtain his early 
assent to those laws, from a desire to proceed to frame a 
further remonstrance to the king, to show the expedien- 
cy of their deviation, in some articles, from what may 
have been considered his directions in framing the bills. 

The house strengthened their importunity by an as- 
surance, that they would exert every practicable endea- 
vour to demonstrate the strictness of their attention to 
the general objects which he had, so powerfully, recom- 
mended at the opening of the session. 

When this address was presented to the governor, he 
replied, that it was of an unusual and unprecedented na- 
ture, and he would consult gentlemen more con- 
versant than himself in those afiairs. 

The governor discoveredi by the manner in which he 
was pressed to give his assent to these bills, that the 
house intended to regulate their conduct by his, and if 
he rejected the bills, there was little probability of their 
-paying much attention to his other recommendations. 
The bills were liable to all the objections, which had 
caused the repeal of those they were intended to replace ; 
nay, they were more at variance with the instructions 
of the crown. 

The clause, defining the qualifications of the judges, 
vna an unconstitutional! restraint on the king's preroga- 
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tive, almost precluding the appointment of any person • 
from England ; and he had reason to believe, it was in- 
tended to compel him to appoint three particular pen- 
sons, to whom the qualifications were peculiarly adapted. 
The clause, defining the nature of the tenure by which 
the associate judges were to hold their offices, consider- 
ed abstractly, was at variance with the principle of keep- 
ing all great colonial officers under a strict subordination 
to and dependence on the crown : but the irregularity 
of it was the more striking, in relation to the tenure by 
which the chief justice, who was to preside in those 
courts, held his office ; this officer, chosen by the king, 
being only appointed during the king's pleasure. 

The jurisdiction of the county courts was extended 
to fifty pounds, while it had been complained, that in the 
repealed bill it had been raised to forty. When the 
ability of the colonists was considered, causes of that 
value were viewed in England as of too great conse- 
quence and importance to be determined in those courts, 
in regard to the qualification and abilities of the persons 
who composed them. There was a still greater absurdi- 
ty, in restraining the jurisdiction of these courts, in 
common actions at law to a limited value, and giving 
them unlimited jurisdiction in cases of a more delicate 
nature. 

The governors of the American provinces, by a stand- 
ing article of their instructions, were inhibited from giv- 
ing their assent to any bill of an extraordinary nature, 
affecting the property of the king's subjects or the trade 
and commerce of the colonies, without having first trans- 
mitted a copy of it for the king's consideration, unless 
with a clause, suspending the operation of the bill till the 
king's pleasure was known : and the ministers in £ng- 
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land were inclined to extendi rather than restnun, the 
acnse of this instruction. 

Peiplexed at his situation, governor Dobbs sought a 
cloak for his conduct, in procuring the sanction of the 
advice of the cMef justice and attorney general, who 
were required to declare in writutg, whether it was ex- 
))edient to assent to these bills. 

Chief justice Berry, who was in England and had 
been spoken to, when the repealed laws were before the 
king's council, answered, that as the superior court bill 
provided competent salaries for the associate justices, 
90 as to make it worth the attention of persons of skill and 
learning in the law to accept the offices, whereby, not- 
withstanding the expensiveness of the circuits, the causes 
depending in the superior courts might now, without 
delay, receive proper determinations, the chief reason 
for repealing the superior court act, passed in 1754, 
was thereby obviated ; and the attorney general, Tho- 
mas CUlds, contented himself with observing, that the 
desperate utuation of afiairs required the goventor's 
assent. 

The general expressions, in wMch those gentlemen 
couched their advice, did not authorize the belief that 
it would sanction the step, and the governor determined 
on temporising, at least till the passage of the aid bill. 

In a message to the lower house, on the following 
day, he expressed the greatest concern that, at any time, 
he shoukl be compelled to r^ist the request of the 
house, and more particularly, at the present important 
juncture, when they were summoned to meet, by the 
king's order, to give him an aid of mea. He lamented, 
that the consideration of the king's request, which 
ought to have been the first object of the attention of 
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the legislatui^» had been postponed for above three 
weeks, to give way to laws relating only to the interior 
concerns of the province. 

He observed that it was his duty, in common decen* 
cy and respect to the crown, to give the precedency to 
an aid bill, over any other; that it had been the umnter- 
rupted usage of the houses of commons of Great Britun 
and Ireland, since the happy establishment of their con- 
stitutions and liberties, by the revolution in 1688, to 
ofier the aid bill to the royal assent before any other; 
and he found this to be the practice in the province, 
where all the bills were offered togirther, except in a ^gle 
instance, at the last session, in passing the militia bi^, 
which might be considered as an aid bill, since it author* 
ized the king to mardi the militia out of the province. 

He concluded by saying, it could not be very material 
if the bills, now waiting for his assent, were postponed 
for a day or more, and expressed his hope, from the 
zeal which the house had always manifi^ted to enable 
the king to drive a cruel enemy from the continent; that 
if the aid bill was not passed before, it would at least go 
hand in hand with the others, especially as a delay in 
raising and disciplining the forces might defeat the king's 
views. 

The house replied, that they could not concur with 
him in the idea that the court bills, though relating to 
the interior concerns of the province, were of so light 
importance. When they considered how many licen* 
tious, disaffected and evil disposed persons had, for ma- 
ny months past, assembled in different parts of the 
country, entered into mutinous and dangerous conspira- 
cies, broken open the jails, and while they ^forcibly rescu- 
ed male&ctors, restramed the liberty of innocent persons^ 
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without any measure being takca to suppress these out- 
rides; they deemed it a matter of the utmost impor- 
tance, that court laws might be immediately passed, to 
strengthen the hands of government and enable it to 
check these disorders. 

They added, that they apprehended that, accordmg to 
the .usage and custom of the British parliament, tiie 
conunons were at liberty to offer the bills they passed 
for the royal assent, at any time they thought proper, 
and were governed in this respect by particular circum- 
stances and the emergency of the times. 

'Having at all periods manifested their loyalty to 
the kin^ and their zeal for bis service, by granting 
every aid of money and men which the governor 
had asked, even to the impoverishment of their con- 
stituents, and being still ready to risk their lives and 
properties, to join in defence of the king^s rights 
and possessions, they had now an aid bill before 
them, which, as well as several others under con- 
sideration, had such an intimate connexion with, 
and dependence on, the court bills, that they could 
not operate till the latter were passed into laws, 
they felt it their indispensable duty to give them the 
precedency. 

They concluded with a hope, that the governor 
would immediately give his assent, and thereby af- 
fisrd protection and security to the lives and pro* 
perty of their constituents. 

The governor replied, that finding the house, mis* 
led by some of the king^s servants, were determine* 
ed to proceed on no business until they knew the 
late of the court billia, tt became his duty to inform 
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them, that those self interested gentlemen, who had 
procured the repeal of the former court laws and 
had carried the present bills through the houses^ 
were the cause of the delay in their passage, as well 
as that of the aid bill; having procured to bejnsert*^ 
ed, an unnecessary clause, diminishing the king^s 
prerogative, and^with a view to serve their own 
ends, placed the chief magistrate in the unpleasant 
dilemma of betraying his trust and disobeying the 
king^s orders and instructions, by granting his assent, 
or seeing- a flame raised against his administration, 
if he withheld it: a flame which, one of those gen« 
tlemen had already raised, contrary to his duty to 
the crown, in order to throw off the merited blame 
of having procured the repeal of the former bills, bj 
his artful recommendations and representations; 
while he now sought to have them re*enacted with 
supplementary clauses, contrary to the king^s in- 
structions. 

As to the great tumults and riots, which were 
mentioned, as causes for the immediate passage of 
the bills, he observed, that during the period of 
eight months, since which, the repeal of the court 
laws had been promulgated, no application had 
been made to him for a commission of oyer and 
terminer, which would have answered the pre- 
tended purpose; if the court laws were indis- 
pensable, unexceptionable bills should have "been 
offered him; and the house might have known on 
application in what parts they were repugnant to 
the king^s orders and instructions, which might 
have been done, and the bills ratified early in the 
session. 
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He informed the hoaee that he could not pass the 
biUs^ unless the exceptionable clauses were expung- 
ed, or a clause was inserted suspending the opera- 
tions of the laws until the king^s pleasure was known. 
He laid before them the clauses in the king's in- 
structions which forbade his assent in their present 
shape, to the bills, and concluded by observing, that 
after the aid bill and such other bills as were ready, 
were passed, he would prorogue the legislature for 
a day, to give them the opportunity, in a new ses- 
sion, to model the bills in such a manner, as might 
allow him to pass them into laws. 

The house went into a committee of the whole 
on the distressed state of the province and the 
governor's last message. They closed their doors 
and l^d themselves under an injunction of secresy, 
under pain of expulsion. The committee reported 
a string of resolutions, containing their complaints 
agsunst governor Dobbs; they were recapitulated 
in an address to the king, which the bouse approv- 
ed of. 

After the usual expressions of loyalty and fidelity 
to the person and family of the king, this paper 
states, that no consideration less than the prospect 
of total ruin, from undue exertions of power and in- 
ternal commotion in his distressed province, could 
have induced the house to trouble his royal ear: 
but that, when by the injudicious and. partial ap- 
pointment of justices, unqualified for the trust, and 
the removal of others, liable to no objection, magis- 
tracy had fallen into contempt, and courts lost their 
influence and dignity; when rioters were permitted 
to assemble in several parts of the province, erect 
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sham judicatures, imprison the peacable subjects of 
the king, break open jails, release malefactors with 
impunity; when the authors of these outrages were 
countenanced by the governor and honored with 
commissions as justices and militia officers; when 
citizens had received corporal punishment by the 
arbitrary mandates and private orders of judges still 
continued in office; when illegal and arbitrary pe- 
cuniary claims were enforced for the use of the gov- 
ernor and secretary; when the forms of writs of 
elections had been arbitrarily altered and diversi- 
fied, to have particular men chosen and defeat the 
elections of others: some writs directing the freehol- 
ders, other the inhabitants generally, to choose; by 
which last form, servants and even convicts might 
be admitted to the polls, whereas, by king Charles* 
charter, laws were directed to be made by the as- 
sent of freemen and their delegates; when a writ 
had been issued to one county for fewer member8» 
than they had used and ought to send, and to an<> 
other none at all, till several bills had passed : by 
which practices it remained no longer a secret, that 
the governor intended to model the assembly for 
his own particular purposes, as he had before re« 
formed the council by suspensions and new appoint- 
ments; when insulted by blood thirsty savages on 
the exterior settlements, and in no less danger of 
falling a prey to internal enemies, the people of the 
province could only resort to their sovereign for 
succour, as the fountain from whence justice and 
protection flow to his most distant subjects. 

The facts thus enumerated, are represented as far 
from forming a complete catalogue of the sufferings 
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of the inhabitants of the province, who, nevertheless, 
have, with great cheerfulness and alacrity, embrac- 
ed every opportunity of testifying their zeal and 
loyalty to the king, and exerted their utmost efforts 
in the maintenance of his rights. 

The house expressed their concern, that in theap- 
plication of the several aids, which had been under 
the governor's directions, less regard had been paid 
to the useful purposes, intended by the legislature, 
than to enriching his particular friends and favor- 
ites ; military commissions having been granted to 
persons of little or no weight in the province^ 
whereby the raising of recruits had been delayed 
and the service injured. 

They lamented, that it had been the particular mis- 
fortune of the province, that, by the governor's decisive 
influence on the council, the assembly had hitherto been 
prevented firom appointing an agent, to represent their 
dutiful auction to the king and solicit the provincial 
affairs at the public boards in England ; and that, at the 
session of the legislature, in May, 1759, provisbn had 
been made for such an appointment ; but the bill was 
peremptorily rejected by the upper house, who assigned 
no reason ; and the governor, thereupon, prorogued 
the legislature, bitterly reproving the lower house, for 
presuming to insert a clause for the appointment of an 
agent, in an aid bill, although such bills, with clauses 
as little anahgous to the aid, had, without the least ex- 
ception, been before passed in bis administration ; and it 
was notorious, that the true reason for the rejection of the 
bin by the upper house, and the govemor^s displeasure, 
was, the agency hadnot bee;i given, by theiower house, to 
one Smith, hb attorney in London* So that the aid^ 
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intended by tbe king's dutiful subjects, recommended 
by the minister, bad been postponed to gratify partial 
views and private interest, while the motive was veiled 
with feigned objections and subtile refinement, never 
before offered to an assembly. 

In concluding, the house observed, that they refrained 
from mentioning many sdiuaes of power and acts of 
oppression, other than those which, constnuned by the 
necessity of the times and the despondent situation of 
the province, they had related ; and that nothing less^ 
than the impending prospect of desolation and ruin, 
could have induced them to remonstrate agmnst the 
conduct of a governor, to the ease and happiness of 
whose administration, they had vainly endeavored to 
contribute ; that, for some time, they had remained pas- 
sive, under the yoke of oppression, unwilling to inter- 
rupt the important avocations which necessarily eng:^ 
their sovereign's attention ; but, perceiving themselves 
on the brink of anarchy and ruin, they, with humiliQr 
and duty, supplicated his justice for relief. 

They charged Anthony Bacon to deliver the address 
to Mr. Pitt, to be presented tq the king, and tbe spea- 
Icer was requested to write and send copies of it, to the 
earls of Granville and Halifax, and the secretaiy of 
state. 

The thanks of the house were given to the attorney 
general, for the candid advice he had given the governor 
to pass the bills. 

The house addressed the governor again : they be* 
wailed, that he had suffered his ear to be assailed by de- 
signing men, and the evils that flowed from the incom- 
petency of some of the judges he had appointed ; and 
added, that the dekiys, occasioned by admari's ^ in 
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causes plain and easy to be understood by lawyers, and 
the erroneous judgments given by those lay judges, 
abundantly showed, the necessity of the qualifications 
required by the upper court bill : they observed, that, 
' not to mention other instances, the corporal punishment, 
inflicted by order of tus nephew, Richard Spaight, one 
of the judges, on an innocent person, without a trial by 
jury, contrary to all ]aw» and in violation of the great 
-charter of English liberties, wa» an unanswerable argu- 
ment in favor of the proposed, amendment, and the per- 
tinacious adherence to the letter of an instruction, in a 
matter that could not have been in contemplation, at the 
time it was given, manifested an unreasonable desire to 
retain the power of appointing judges, for private views 
and partial ends. 

They expressed their concern, that they should differ 
in sentiment from him, having made it their study to 
render him easy and happy, and, when their best endea- 
vors for the king*9 service, and the interest of his* sub- 
jects, were represented in the most disagreeable light, 
they, could only say, they had the comfort of a good 
conscience. 

In regard to the commissions of oyer and terminer^ 
for the trial of the licentious rioters, who, by their dan- 
gerous practices, had disturbed, with impunity, the 
tranquility of the province, the house apprehended* 
that, from the ^neral defection in the part of the 
country in which they committed their outrages, the 
commissions would have no other effect, than to 
bring the rage of unruly mobs on those who should 
act under them; and they expressed their concern, 
that these mobs increased in number and influence, 
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by several of their ringleaders being countenanced by 
the governor, and honored with commissions, as justices 
of the peace and militia officers. 

They concluded, by lamenting, that the chief justice 
and attorney general should have incurred his displea- 
sure, by giving their candid sentiments, in consequence 
of his command, on some insnaring questions proposed 
on extracts of his instructions. 

The governor rejected the superior court bill. 

An act was passed, establishing coufity courts, and 
provision was made for the support of an orthodox 
clergy. 

On the 23d of May, the the legislature was prorogued 
by proclamation, till the 26th of the same month. 

On opening the second session, governor Dobbs in* 
Sormed the houses he had called them together with the 
view of affording them the opportunity of re-consider-> 
ing the superior court bill, and determining whether any 
aid was to be granted to the king. ' , 

The superior court bill being offered to the goremor, 
tyith a clause providing, that, if the king did not con- 
firm it within two years from the 10th of November fol* 
lowing, it should, from thenceforth, be null and void, 
received his assent. 

The upper house having made an amendment to the 
aid bill, on its second reading, the lower house resolved, 
that this was an invasion of their privileges, and an evi 
dence of an hitention to disturb the harmony, which ought 
to subsist between the two branches of the legislature, 
.tending to defeat their dutiful endeav(H^ in granting the 
md ; but, prptesting that the amendment should not, 
hereafter, be drawn into a precedent, they resolved, that 
desirous of evincing their loyalty to the king, they would 
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not reject the bill, and would proceed on it, notwith- 
standing the unparliamentary proceeding of the upper 
house. 

On die third reading of the bill for appointing an 
agent, the upper house opposed the appointment of 
Anthony Bacon, and insisted on the name of some other 
person being inserted* On the disagreement of the 
lower hoube, tie bill was rejected. 

The lower house then, by a resolve appointed this 
gendeman, agent of the province for two years, with a 
salary of two hundred pounds sterling, per year. <, 

The aid bill passed both houses, with a clause, pro- 
viding for the emission of. paper money: it was re- 
jected by the govjernor, and the legislative body was 
prorogued* , 
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CHAPTER VI 



The tranquility which followed the treaty con* 
eluded by goTemor Lyttleton with theCberokees^ was 
of very short duration : the Indians had been awed 
into it by the presence of a large force in tbe middle 
of their country: the effect subsided with the cause. 
The treatment which their embassadors of peace h^d 
received in Charleston^ their cruel imprisonment ia 
fort Prince George and their subsequent detention^ 
unauthorized by the late treaty, were circumstances 
which the spirit of the nation could not brook. Oco«> 
Doota, an influential chief, heading a small party of 
choice warriors, advanced towards fort Prince George 
to create or improve an opportunity of relieving his 
companions from bondage, or wreaking his revenge on 
those who detained them. Governor Lyttleton, at his 
departure, had left the command of tbe fort to captain 
Goytmere, an oflScer who was peculiarly obnoxious 
to Oconoota. This circumstance contributed greatly 
to inflame the mind of the Indian, offering the double 
incitement of succouring his friends and destroying 
his enemy. For a number of days, his endeavours 
had no other effect, than to compel the garrison to 
keep within their fort Stratagem soon effected 
what the force Oconoota could command was unable 
to execute : he withdrew his men for a few days, to 
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create the desultory hope of security^ and some time 
after brought them back^ placing them in a dark 
thicket by the river side : this being effected, he /sent 
a sqnaw to Goytmere to inform him, he had a mes ) 
sage to deliver him from the chiefs of his nation, de- 
siring he would come and speak to him on the oppo- 
site side of the river ; in the mean while, he crossed 
the stream. Goytmere, accompanied by his two lieu- 
tenants, walked to the river, and the Indian from ll^e 
opposite shore told him, that, being on his way to 
Charleston to procure the release of the chiefs, he 
wished one of the soldiers might accompany him as a 
safeguard ; he held a bridle in one of his hands and 
pretended he was going to look for a horse. Goyt- 
mere answered in the affirmative ; some desultory con- 
versation followed, and Oconoota, turning towards 
the woods, swung the bridle twice over his head, the 
concerted signal, at which the Indians in ambush 
rose from the thickets, and firing, killed Goytmere 
and wounded his two officers. On hearing the re- 
port, the officer in command at the fort ordered the 
chiefs in his possession to be put in irons; the 
Indian on whom this order was first attempted to be 
executed, stabbed the soldier who took hold of him, 
and wounded two others ; the garrison, exasperated, 
fell on the others and slaughtered them. 

The chieftains in every town alarmed their coun- 
trymen and called on them to revenge the spirits of 
their murdered brethren, hovering around their huts : 
the song of war was begun, and the youths of the na- 
tion. Impatient of vengeance, rushed on the innocent, 
defenceless and unsuspecting families of the planters 
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on the back settlements of the whites^ and regardless 
of the claim of age, childhood^ or the softer sex^ 
spread deatbj desolation and waste; few escaped the 
knife^ many of those few perished with hunger' aod 
distress in the wilderness^ others were carried off 
for more cruel 9 because more protracted torments. 
The bearers of the first tidings of this massacre found 
the city of Charleston desolated by the small pox^ 
which raged with so much violence^ that few of the 
militia could be prevailed on to leave their sickening 
or frightened f9.milie89 to march to the relief of the 
frontiers. The distress of the province was however 
relieved^ by the arrival of colonel Montgomery with a 
detachment of regular troops: his force being in- 
creased by as many of the militia of South Carolina 
as could be raised, and a part of that of North Caro- 
Una under the orders of Hugh Waddle. Colonel 
Montgomery marched towards the Cherokee towns; 
he destroyed all the lower ones^ but approaching that 
of Ktchoe^ the first of the middle settlements^ he met 
in a thick wood a considerable body of Indians^ and 
in the battle which followed, an equal slaughter left 
victory undecided ; and the leader of the whites, fom 
this specimen of Indian tictics, apprehending danger 
in penetrating farther into the country of the enemy^ 
marched back to fort Prince George. 

1q the latter part of the month of May, lieutenant 
governor Bull, on whom the government of the pro- 
vince of South Carolina devolved, at the departure 
of governor Lyttleton, received information from the 
officer commanding at Augusta, that on the 14th the 
uppper Creeks had murdered above twenty English 
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traders, the rest having, on previous notice by their 
i¥omen, fled to Pensacola. The lower Creeks, on 
receiving the information, doubted of its correctness, 
and despatched runners, who brought the confirma- 
tion of it : they told the English traders among them, 
that the upper Creeks would soon be down, with the 
intention of acting the same tragedy on them ; that 
they could not fight against their own countrymen^ 
and therefore, supplying the English with arms, ieid- 
vised them to unite in one of their towns and make 
the best defence they could. On the next morning, 
however, the Indians escorted them to Savannah. 

Lieutenant governor Boll, on this occasion, solicit- 
ed assistance from governor Dobbs : he represented 
to him, that there was much room to believe, that the 
French had excited the upper Creeks to war, a cir- 
cumstance which would render the united efforts of 
the southern provinces necessary ; he stated the for- 
midable number of warriors which the Indians might 
bring into the field ; according to his accounts, the 
Chetokees and Creeks had two thousand each, and 
the Choctaws five thousand, and there were other na- 
tions under the influence of the French, towards the 
Mississippi; the Chickasaws could not be well count- 
ed in the number of English allies, as their situation 
and small number were likely to make them either 
join, or be cut off by the general alliance against the 
English. 

In consequence of this information, the legislative 
body held its third session at Wilmington, on the 30th 
of June. The letter of the executive of South Caro- 
lina was laid before them, and governor Dobbs soli- 



128 CHAPTER [n6« 

cited them to grant a proper aid to the king^ and 
make such aniendmirnts to the militia law^ as the 
emergency required. 

The lower house^ in whom the feelings excited by 
the violent altercations between them and the gover- 
nor^ at the last session^ did not appear to have sub- 
aided, were at first unwilling to proceed to business^ 
a majority of the members not being present, many 
having declined coming, on account of a rumor of 
the small pox raging in the town of Wilmington. 

They began their address, by bewailing the thin- 
ness of their house, and observed, that nothing but 
the particular and critical situation of the country 
could have induced them to depart from the establish- 
ed rule, and proceed on business with a less numbei: 
than a full majority of all the members. 

They next animadverted on the governor's speech^ 
at the prorogation, and observed, that the aid bill, 
which he had been pleased to reject, greatly varied 
from that on which his observations had been found- 
ed. They said, the slow progress in levying the 
forces, to serve under general Forbes, was, in their 
apprehension, occasioned by the unlucky choice of 
officers, made by the governor, who were strangers 
to the generality of the people; a misfortune against 
which the last aid bill was attempted to be guarded. 
They admitted, that the bounty was small, but a re- 
ward of five pounds was offered for every scalp* and 
the Indians taken alive were to" become the property 
of the captors, inducements, which, in the judgment 
of the house, were likely to be equal to that of a 
larger bounty. 
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With regard to the disposition mads of the twelve 
thousand pounds proposed to be emitted, they observed, 
the treasurers could have derived little advantage from 
it, the province being six thousand pounds in arrears, 
and the boll made application of the greatest part of what 
might rem Jn, after the men were raised ; and that if the 
house had acted as the governor suggested they ought 
to do, and invested Uin and the council with the power of 
applying the money, their conduct would have been in^ 
consistent with their duty, and contrary to the constant 
and approved method. 

They expressed their desire of jcMning him in every 
measure that might rpdound to the king's honor and ad- 
vantage and the true interest of the province* 

The governor, after the customary expressions of 
thanks, replied, that he mpst inform the house, that their 
quorum to proceed to business was by the king's in- 
structions fixed at fifteen, to which number the house 
mu^t now adhere. 

He added, he would not enter into any disquisition in 
regard to former bills ; but, he had to inform them, that 
as to future bills, he would pass none that restrained the 
executive power, which was the king's prerogative ; the 
only power, delegated to the assembly, being as to the 
quantum of the supply, the mode of raising it, and the 
pay of the troops, all other considerations being incon- 
sistent with the prerogative of the crown. 

A bill for the appointment of an i^eot passed the 
lower, but was laid over in the upper house. 

Two bills only were offered for the governor's assent, 
the militia and aid bills: both received it« Seven thou- 
sand pounds were granted to the king, for the protection 
•f the province and the relief of that of South Carolina^ 
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and an emission of paper money, to the amount of twelve 
thousand pounds, was directed ; the surplus was order* 
ed to be applied to the contingent charges of govern- 
ment already, or that tiught be aUowed by the general 
assembly. A poll tax of one shilling per annum was 
laid, to commence in the year 1763 and continue till 
the money emitted was collected and burnt 

fL premium of five pounds for the scalp of every In- 
dian killed in the war was allowed, and the soldiers were 
aUowed to retain all Indians taken alive as slaves, with all 
the plunder that might be taken from the enemy. 

The distant garrison of fort Loudon, found itself this 
summer reduced to the dreadful alternative of perishing 
with hunger, or throwing themselves on the mercy of 
the Cherokees ; for a whole month they had subsisted 
o» the flesh of lean horses and dogs, and a small supply 
of Indian beans, which friendly squaws procured for 
them. In this deplordble situation, it was determined 
to surrender the fort : captain Stewart was therefore 
sent to Chota, one of the principal Indian towns in the 
neighboiiiood, where he met the chiefs of the Cherokees, 
and agreed on the outlines of a capitulation, which were 
afterwards confirmed and signed by the commandant. 
The men were aUowed their arms, and as much ammu« 
nition as the officers sihould think they wanted on their 
return ; the garrison was permitted to proceed to Vir- 
ginia, or fort Prince George, and Indians were to be al- 
lowed to escort them and search for provisions ; the sick 
and lame were to be received into the Indian towns and 
protected until they recovered ; horses were to be fur- 
nbhed to the garrison, at a &ir price; the heavy artillery, 
powder, ball and spare arms, were to be delivered to the 
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Indians, on the day appointed for the march of the 
troops. 

When they abandoned the fort, the British troops 
were escorted by a number of Indians, headed by Oco- 
nootota; they marched on that day fifteen miles, towards 
fort Prince Greorge. At night, they encamped on a 
plain, about two miles from Tellico, an Indian town, 
where the Indians, one after another, disappeared ; they 
remained the whole night unmolested ; but, at the break 
of day, a soldier from one of the outposts ran in and in- 
formed, that he saw a vast number of Indians, armed 
and painted, creeping among the bushes and advancing 
to surround the English. Time was hardly given for 
the soldiers to stand to their arms, when the Indians 
poured in a heavy fire, from (fiflferent quarters, accom- 
panied with horrid yells and screams. Captain Dennie, 
three of his officers and twenty «$ix men fell ; the rest 
fled into the woodSj were soon overtaken and led 
captives to the towns of the valley. 

These disastrous events in the southern part of 
the British empire in America, were^ however, great- 
ly counterbalanced by the great success of the 
king's arms in the north; the whole province of 
Canada having been conquered in the course of the 
summer. 

The Iborth session of the legislature was held at 
Wilmington, in the month of November. On the 
Mventh of that month a majority of the whole lower 
house not appearing, those on the floor refused to 
proceed with the number of members present, con* 
stituting a quorum by the king's instructions, and 
came to a resolution^ that, in the opinion of the mem- 
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bers present, they could not consistently tvith the 
charter of Charles II. and the usages and approved 
customs of the assemblies of the province^ proceed 
to business, unless a majority of the representatives 
of the people were present. The warrant of the 
speaker was directed to the sergeant at arms, to 
compel the attendance of the absent members^ by 
taking them into his custody. By this means a ma- 
jority was procured a few days after. 

Govern or Dobbs began his speech by congratula- 
ting the houses on the reduction of Canada, and 
added he had great reason to hope, that the Che- 
rokees, intimidated by the great success of the 
king^s forces, and the opportunity it would afford to 
the commander in chief to detach a considerable 
number of men to chastise them, appeared inclined 
to accept the overtures of peace, lately made them 
by governor Fauquier of Virginia, and lieutenant 
governor Bull. 

He recommended the continuance of the forces 
already in the pay of the province, until peace was 
finally concluded with the Cberokees, and as both 
the neighboring provinces had determined on exert- 
ing their whole forces to reduce the enemy to such 
terms as would, for the future, avert the dread of an 
Indian tvar; he expressed his hope that North Car- 
olina would act in conjunction with them. 

After expressing his reluctance to load the people 
with taxes, or to depreciate the currency by issuing 
paper money, he declares his readiness to enter into- 
any reasonable measure, so that so much of the mo- 
ney paid to the agent of the provmce in London, 
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from the parliamentary grant, of which he bad re- 
ceived a part) might be employed to pay the forces 
hitherto raised^ as well as those that might be levi- 
ed, hy drawing bills on the agent, until peace was 
obtained or the Indian commotions subsided. 

He recommended, that they would think of the 
propriety of allowing a premium to encourage the 
culture and exportation of hemp and flax; and« as 
flour and tobacco had of late become considerable 
articles of export from the river Cape Fear, that 
the inspection laws, relating to those commodities, 
might be extended to the southern part of the pro- 
vince. 

The lower house in their address observed, that, 
although the province was one of the least in trade 
and riches, it had already emulated the most opu- 
letki in their zeal for the king^s service, having, du- 
ring the war, granted in several aids for the support 
of the common cause, not less than £80,001, and 
thereby anticipated their funds and contracted a 
large debt; yet, they would at this crisis, hoping it 
might be the last, join with the forces of Virginia 
and South Carolina as many men, as the indigent 
and almost exhausted circumstances of the province 
would altow. 

They praised the governor's moderation and 
wish to avoid burdening their constituents, but ex- 
pressed their inability to conceive, that the propos- 
ed plan of drawing bills co'ild be executed, as the 
money already, allotted to the province out of the 
first parliamentary grant, was by law appropriated 
towards erecting public building and the residue (o 
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other purposes, by various orders and resolves. 
They flattered themselves, that had they been so 
fortunate, as to have had the concurrence of the 
other branches of the legislature, in passing a law^ 
more than once attempted, for appointing an agent, 
in London, who might have produced proper docu- 
ments of the disbursements of the province, and 
represented the duty and loyalty of the people* 
considering their circumstances, in their true and 
proper lights to the king's ministers, the province 
might have participated in the first grant of £200,- 
000 to the American provinces, out of which, the 
province of Virginia had received £20,546, exclu- 
sive of £32,268 19, her proportion of the second 
grant of £50,000, while the whole sum, coming to 
the province^ was no more than £7,789 11, and 
even out of this sum the house was now informed of 
a demand of one thousand pound sterling, advanc- 
ed by lord Loudon and governor Shirley, to pay the 
troops of the province, at New-York, notwithstand- 
ing the assembly bad raised a fund, sufficient for 
that service: the house could not therefore withhold 
their opinion that the small part of the royal bounty, 
coming to the province, was apparently owing to 
the absence of an agent to represent their dutiful 
behavior to the king and his ministers. 

They lamented the indispensable neces»ty in which 
they found themselves, the extraordinary charges of the 
war having exhausted the resources of the province, to 
postpone the consideration of premiums on hemp and 
flax, to a more favorable day. 

They declared their conviction, that the prerogative of 
the crown and the just rights of the assembly could 
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well, and ought to. subsist, insq)arably together, and that 
whoever would attempt to divide^ them ought to be 
deemed an enemy to both, the prerogative of the.crown 
being, in thsir apprehension, exerted solely for the ease 
and benefit of the people; they were unconscious of hav- 
uig ever attempted to invade it, althou^ the governor 
in his speech, at the last sessions, and his reference to the 
resoludon of pariiament, which he had sent to them, 
seemed to charge the house with it. They, were sorry 
to say that, they had been unfiurly and unkindly repre- 
sented at home, as the assembly had never arrogated 
to themselves the powers, stated in the resolution of 
parliament to have been claimed by the assembly, of 
Jamaica. 

In his answer to this address, governor Dobbs said, 
be must differ from the house, either as to the province 
having no proper agents in London, the lords of the 
treasury having accepted of the nomination both of the 
council and assembly, though of a distinct person, or 
as to the disposal of the balance of the £7,000, after 
Mr. Abercrombie had paid himself the sum that the 
house. had allowed him, and they had it in their power 
to have a proper aid bill to repeal any former application 
and to apply it, for the future, to the use of the province, 
when no part had been applied in pursuance of tlieir 
former resolutions. 

He expressed his hope that the house, adhering to their 
loyal professions of uniting the king's prerogatives and 
the rights of the assemby, would put no tack to the aid 
bill, as had been formerly attempted, and thus disabling 
him from the power of assenting to it. 

An act was passed to regulate the elections of mem- 
bers of assembly. The freeholders, to whom the right 
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of suffirage% was exclusively granted, were required to 
exercise it viva voce. 

The county of Beaufort was divided, and the upper 
part of it was erected into a separate county, to which 
the name of Pitt was given, in compliment to a minister, 
dear to the American people. The late division of the 
county of Edgecombe having left Enfield the place at 
which the public business of that county was transacted, 
in a remote comer of it, a more central spot was cho* 
sen and a town erected on it, to which the name of Tar- 
borough was given, from the river which washes it. 
With a view to forward the erection of churches in the 
towns of Wilmington and Brunswick, the legislature at 
this session, first countenanced the mode of raising mo- 
ney by a lottery. 

In framing the aid bill/ the lower house again inserted 
a clause, appointing Anthony Bacon agent of the pro- 
vince, for the purpose of representing to the king and 
iiis ministers their dutiful and loyal behavior, and to lay 
before then^ proper documents of the expenses the 
province had been at in carrying on the war against the 
king's enemies in America, the upper house, on read- 
ing the bill for the third time, made an unsuccessful 
attempt to obtain the striking of that clause out of the 
bill. As soon as it had passed the houses, the assembly 
addressed the governor for his assent, representing the 
bill as of the utmost consequence to the province and 
the adjacent ones, in the reduction of the Cherokees, 
whom they had reason to believe were encouraged in 
their depredations by the artful insinuations of the 
French, who, drove out of their possessions in Canada, 
were, as their last effort, making an attempt on the sou- 
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thern provinces, the most vulnerable part of the British 
empire in America. . 

No answer was given to this address; the governor re- 
jected the bitl and prorogued the legislature for a day. 

In meeting them again, tlie governor addressed him- 
self to the lower house only. He said he had prorogu- 
ed the legislature with a view of giving the house an op- 
portunity, in a new session to reconsider the rejected 
aid bill, that, if they chose to rid it from the exceptiona- 
ble and foreign clause, they might perfect and render it 
serviceable to their king and country; but, in case they 
persisted, he might put an end to their further attend- 
ance, and their constituents might see, that their real in- 
tention was not to pass an aid bill, but to force an agent 
upon him and the upper house, whom that body hao 
twice rejected, after he had publicly declared he would 
concur in the appointment of any other person. 

The house, on their return, entered into resolutions, 
asserting their inherent and undoubted right, to no- 
minate an agent for the province: and that the ap- 
pointment is not inconsistent with the king's service, 
although made in an aid bilL 

In their address they bewiuled, that the king's service, 
m the intended expedition against the Cherokees, should 
be frustrated, by what appeared to be only some private 
resentment of the governor against Anthony Bacon : 
they observed, it ivas a matter of small concern to the 
king or his ministers, whether Anthony Bacon, or any 
other man, was appointed agent of the province, provi- 
ded the house granted such as^stance to the common 
cause, as the indigent circumstances of their constitu- 
ents admitted. This had been attempted to be done, by 
the bill which he had rejected* Five hundred men, the 
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largest number during bis administration, had been 
granted, and the pecuniary aid exceeded, also, any voted 
during the war, because the house conceived the present 
the most critical juncture. 

They concluded by assuring the governor, that 'their 
adherence to the person they had chosen, proceeded only 
from a desire of avoiding inconsistency : having, hith- 
erto, displaced James Abercormbc, on the intimation, 
that he was not pleasing to the other house, and, if 
they now abandoned Anthony Bacons who had been 
nominated by the solemn resolution of the fullest house 
ever known in the province, no gentleman of chaiBC* 
ter would ever accept an appointment from a body of 
men, so inconsistent and trifling. 

The house next came to a resolution, that, on the fid- 
lure of the aid, the governor might have power to raiae a 
company, for the garrisoning of the foru of the pro* 
vince, and made provision for their enlistment, pay and 
support. 

Governor Dobbs received the address of the house, 
in sullen silence. 

A curious expedient was resortedto, with a view of 
holding out to the governor the ofiportunity of accept- 
iog the aid, with some appearance of persisting in his 
determination of rejecting an lud UU, with any clause 
npt strictly relating to the aid. A bill was framed for 
the appointment of an agent, and to it, a clause waa 
tacked, granting an aid. The oU bill was inverted, and 
in this form passed both houses, and the upper house 
concurred ^th the provimonal resolve. 

The governor, as soon as he heard of the bill having 
passed both houses, issued bis proclamation dissolving 
the assembty. 
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Apprdmsive that Mb exercise of the royd preroga- 
tive, might be attributed to a deaire of revenge, excited 
by the complaints againat Us administration, which ttie 
assembly had transmitted to their agent, in order to 
their bdng laid at the foot of the throne, govemof 
Dobbs entered, on the journal of the council,' the mo- 
tives that had governed, or the pretences by which hef 
wished to pdRate, his conduct. 

These were, the admission of a member to sit and 
voce, without Ms having been chosen in pursuance of 
fkc king's writ; die expulsiorv of another without a 
hearing ; the refusal of opening the door of the house to 
Mcdve a message from him, wlule tho committee of se- 
crecy was sitting ; the concealment, for several days^ of 
the proceedings of that committee ; the appointment of 
Anthony Bacon as agent, with a salary, by the lower 
house ; their tefusai to proceed to bu^ess, with the 
number of members prescribed by the king's instruc- 
tions ; the great influence of the speaker, S. Swaim, 
improperly exerted, in debating, from the chair, oftenr 
lAcradivbion, putting the question qpin, in a different 
manner, and thuS| sometimes obtaimng a different deter- 
mination. 

Stephen Dewey, the member of the town (tf Halifax, 
was the person alluded to in the first motive. Histowns- 
men claimed the right of being represented, under the 
act of 1715, and inusted that they needed not the gover- 
nor's writ to exercise it. Francb Brown, one of the 
member s of the county oTPerquimans, was the person 
alluded to as expelled, with^t a hearing. The house, 
on the report of the committee of elections, had deter-* 
Huned that he was ineligiUe. 
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The conduct of governor Dobbs, in rejecting. the aid 
biU, was highly disapproved of, and the lords commis- 
sioners of trade and plantations, expressed to him the 
great concern wluch they felt, that the king'$ ser- 
vice had been so greatly obstructed, and the province 
of South Carolina deprived of the assistance which, in 
her distressful situation, she had a right to expect from 
her neighbors, by unfortunate and ill-timed dispute«&, be- 
tween the branches of the legislature, upon questions of 
mere speculative polity, too taivial, at almost any time, 
to deserve consideratic^ and improperly drawn into 
discussion, at a time when the united efforts of the king^s 
subjects were so essential to their own security, and 
the general interest of the community. 

They said it was not the part of the crown, either in 
point of right or propriety, to interfere in the nomina-. 
tion of an agent, su far as to the choice of the person; and 
the representatives were free to choose whom they 
thought fit, to act in what concerns the afiairs of the pro- 
vince, with whom they and the council alone could cor- 
respond ; the governor being restrained by his instruc-. 
tions, from cortesponding upon matters of a public na- 
ture, relating to his government, with any other persons 
than the servants of the crown, in whose department 
the affairs of America were placed. 

They added, that the only point in which a governor 
might interfere with propriety, was on the mode of the 
appointment, and although they deemed the attempt of 
the lower house, to name the agent in the aid bill, was 
irregular and improper ; yet, considering the necessity 
there was of some supply to answer )he exigency of the 
service, in the calamitous state of the southern provinces, 
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the objection appeared too trivial, to have been admitted 
as a reason for rejecting the supply ; and, at the same 
time, rejecting the mutual benefit, which both the 
crown and the subject in North Carolina, would derive 
from the province, haviiig an agent in England, duly 
authorized to, answer upon all such matters as might 
occur, relative to her afiairs. 

The refusal of the lower house to proceed, without a 
maiority of the whole, was considered, in Etigland, as 
an unreasonable and indecent opposition to the will of 
the crown, communicated, in the king's instructions, to 
the governor. The practice was considered as incon- 
sistent, with that which prevsuled in the mother coun- 
try, and as affording a favorable opportunity to design- 
ing men, to obstruct the king's service; and it was deem- 
cd preposterous to defend it, on principles laid down 
in charters, granted in times to which, of all others, one 
would least of all appeal for their constitutional principles. 

The pretentions of the house, as to the mode of pass- 
ing the public accounts, was deemed, not only highly 
derogator}"^ to the honor of the crown, but subversive of 
every principle of policy which the wisdom of paiiia- 
mentt at home, had prescribed, by numberless laws, for 
the security of the subject. The king's instructions, 
by which the mode of passing public accounts was di- 
rected, were said to be founded upon the principles and 
practice of the mother country, to which the constitu- 
tions of the colonies were to assimilate, as nearly as their 
(Afferent circumstances would admit ; and no part of the 
British constitution, was thought more closely adapted 
to the situation of the. colonies, than those forms which 
took place in granting and issuing public money, and 
pas^ng the public accounts; under the observance of 
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which, the subject was deemed to have that security, 
which he could not have under any other, that the taxes 
levied upon him by the authority of the legislature, wert 
equally and justly laid, and the money feithfully ap- 
plied to the service for which it was granted ; while, if 
forms and checks attendant upon them, were set aside, 
that security would cease, and a door would be opened 
to every species of fraud and corruption, in the persons 
intrusted with public money. 

It was said to be a subject of concern, that the colo- 
nies had been so long indulged in methods of granting, 
issuing and accounting for public money, very di&rent 
from the practice of the mother country ; and, it was 
hoped, that the lower house, convinced of the unreason- 
ableness of their claim in these two instances, might, in 
future, show more proper regard to those determinations 
of the royal mlU so apparently founded on considerations 
of public benefit and convenience, and the tenderest re- 
gard to the rights, interest and wel&re of the subject. 

In the beginning of February, accounts reached the 
province of the demise of the king; which had happened 
at Kensington, on the 5th of October. On the 6th of 
that month, George III. was proclaimed at Brunswick^ 
in presence of governor Dobbs, the members of the 
council, and a number of the prhicipil inhabitants and 
planters, as '^the person to whom the supreme domintoR 
atid the sovereign right of the province of North Caro- 
lina, and all the other provinces of his late majesty, in 
America, were solely and rightfully come." 

The assembly, which had been elected soon after the 
dissolution of the legislative body, being itself dissolved 
by the king^s demise, new writs of election were issued 
immediately uRcr the proclamation of the new sovereign. 
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Governor Dobbs reoeived information from Sir Jcffiry 
Amherst, that the minister had apprised him of the 
king's intention of continuing the war with vigour 
in America, to drive the French from the contihent, and 
that he had room to believe the governor would 
soon receive orders, as well as the chief magistrates of 
the other provinces, to raise forces to finish tlie plan of 
the war. 

The l^slature met at Wilmington, on the last day 
of March. After announcing to the houses the demise 
of their late monarchy the accession of Us grandson, 
and the object for which they were called tc^ther, the 
governor informed them he had not received any des« 
patch from the minister, but he had within a few hours 
been apprisedt that Sir Jeffry had received orders about 
the operations intended to be undertaken during the 
next campaign ; and as it was then too bite to raise any 
forces to march against the Cherokees, he had only to 
recommend to their attention the internal concerns and 
improvement of the province, and would communicate 
any order he might receive during the session. 

After the complimentary expressions of condolence 
and congratulation which circumstances called for, the 
lower house observed, that the aid for which they were 
likely to be called upon, would have been happily anti- 
cipated, had the aid bill which the two houses had passed 
at the last session, been honored with his assent, as the 
forces then granted might have contributed to the more 
speedy reduction of the enemy. 

They added, that if he had been obliging enough to 
have called them together to a mortf central part of the 
province, he would tuive saved a considerable expense to 
the public, and greatly contributed to the ease of the 
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greatest part of the members and saved himself the 
trouble of frequent prorogations ; they expressed them- 
selves fully aware of the prerogative of the crown, in 
fixing the time and place of meeting of the legislature ; 
but they could only hope for some indulgence and at- 
tention to the ease and conveniency of the subject. 

The governor replied, that since the house were 
pleased to take notice of the transactions of another as- 
sembly, he was under a necessity of informing them, 
that if the aid bill they had offered bad not been clogged 
with clauses inconsistent with the king's prerogative, he 
would heartily have given his assent to it ; he informed 
them, that on the contingency of an aid being required, 
he would not pass the bill granting it, if the house per- 
sisted in clogging it with clauses foreign to the aid. 

He added, that a former assembly had voted, thsU the 
town of Newbem, the most central in the province, 
was not a proper place for the meetings of the legisla- 
ture, and he thought Wilmington was the most proper 
place, while the operations of the war were carried on 
in the south, to obtain early intelligence of occurrences 
that might require immediate attention ; and no proro- 
gation would have been necessary, if the members had 
thought fit to obey the king's instructions, as to the 
quorum. 

On the 10th of April, the governor communicated 
letters from Sir Jeffry Amherst, and governor Fauquier 
of Virginia, mentioning their expectation of an aid from 
the province ; and although he had not yet received the 
king's command, for the raising of any particular number 
of men, or any requisition in money, he was advised by 
the council to lay the letters before the houses, and re- 
commend that they might consider of the most proper 
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fund to answer the immediate call, so that, on the arri- 
▼al of the king's orders, which were hourly looked for, 
no time might be lost and the bill be perfected with 
expedition. 

The house came to a resolution, that it was too late 
to raise any force to march against the Cherokees. 

They informed the governor, that the provincial funds 
were exhausted, and a large debt had been incurred by 
the zeal the colony had already manifested for the king's 
service, and the only means of affording further aid, 
would be to issue bills of credit, to be sunk by a poll 
tax. 

The governor replied, that there were several sums of 
money unappropriated, in the hands of the collectors of 
the powder duty, which might be applied to present con* 
tingencies, and be replaced by a tax to be laid to answer 
future contingencies ; but the house informed him, that 
the moneys arising from the powder duty, had been 
appropriated to the finishing of forts Johnston and 
Granville, and the improvement of the navigation of the 
ports of Beaufort, Bath, Roanoke, Currituck and Bruns* 
wick ; that the receivers had been directed to account 
with the commissioners of navigation, and it appear- 
ed, from the returns of the commissioners, that there 
will remain but a trifling sum, after the intended pur- 
poses are answered. 

A bill was introduced, for granting an aid to the king 
of sixteen thousand four hundred and ninety-four 
pounds, for raising clothing and pay for five hundred 
men, exclusive of officers, and for appointing an 9igcnt 
for the province ; after its second reading, the governor 
informed the house, by message, that he could not assent 
to any aid bill to which any clause, foreign to it, was 
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tacked, such' bills being unconstitutional ; that it was 
contrary to his instructions, derogatory to the preroga- 
tive of the crown and indecent in the assembly, to 
oblige the king to withhold his negative from a clause 
disagreeable to him, or lose the benefit of the proffered 
offer of an aid. 

He added, that as he had often declared that he never 
had any objection to the house appointing an agent, in 
concurrence with the council, whom he could approve 
of, so he never would allow of any person to be imposed 
upon him or the council, after repeated refusals ; but as 
he had no objection to the person named in the biU, 
Couchet Jouveniel, if they would make the appointment, 
by a separate bill, and the council concurred, he would 
pass it immediately after the aid bill, to which he would 
always give the preference. 

He recommended, for the good of the province and 
the satisfaction of their constituents, that a poll tax be 
laid for the redemption of the bills intended to be emitted, 
to commence as early as possible, to avoid a further de* 
preciation of the currency. 

The house, in answer, declared themselves unable to 
comprehmd how the appointment of an agent, in the 
mode intended by the house, was unconstitutional, or 
at variance with the prerogative of the crown, or any 
instruction of the king of which they had any know- 
ledge, or that it could be either disagreeable to the king 
or take away his negative on bills. They added, tliat in 
the present case, the appointment was far from being 
absolutely foreign to the object of the bill ; that even if 
the purpose of the clause to which the governor ob- 
jected, was not specially stated in it, the passage 
of the bill could not be &irly construed to be forbidden 
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by any of the king*s instructions agsunst passing bills 
with clauses foreign to the title. 

After the third reading of the bill, the house, with a 
view to avoid any appearance of inconsistency in re- 
moving Anthony Bacoki, resolved, that their principal 
motive was a sincere desire to show their zeal and loy- 
alty to the kingi in granting an aid» so forcibly and ear- 
nestly recommended by the commander in chief of his 
forces in America, which they deemed their bounden 
duty to do, as the governor had declared his determina- 
tion to pass no bill with thename of Anthony Bacon in 
it, but would assent to the appointment of any other 
person. 

It was thought necessary to borrow the remainder of 
the glebe and school moneys, after the payment of the 
judges, to meet the expenses of the legislature, the claims 
of scouting parties on the frontier and other public de- 
mands : this was done by a resolve of the houses, di- 
recting the reimbursement of the loan out of the tax for 
the contingent fund. 

The aid bill, besides the appointment of the agent, 
provided for an emission of twelve thousand pounds of 
bills of credit^ made a tender in all payments ; the In- 
dans, taken in the war, were declared the absolute pro- 
perty of the captors ; rewards were offered for the scalps 
of those killed in battle ; a poll tax of two shillings was 
laid, for the redemption of the paper emitted, to com- 
mence in the year 1764 and continue till the whole 
emission was thus p^d in and burnt. 

A lottery was granted for the improvement of New 
river, in the county of Onslow ; and the powder duty, 
in the port of Currituck, was converted into a pecuniary 
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levy for the improvement of navigation between the inlet 
of that name and Albemarle sound. 

In assenting to the aid biH, the governor testified hb 
gratitude for a supply, in the critical state oi affairs and 
^stressed state of the province, as large as the most san^ 
guine expectation could have anticipated, but added, it 
would have given him a douUe pleasure, if the house 
had allowed him the satisfaction of signing it, unmixed 
with the regret of departing from the instructiona of his 
sovereign, and becoming an accomplice in the encroach- 
ment upon the pren^ttve of the crown, of which the 
house bad been guilty; he said he would not have 
yielded, if a combination of circumstances had not con- 
tributed to influence his mind ; a majority of his consti- 
tutional advisers had recommended his compliance, and 
when sitting as an upper house, liad relaxed from their 
undoubted right ; the assembly had formally disclaimed 
that of adding clauses to an aid bill, that might encroach 
on the prerogative of the crown, or place the king in the 
humiliating dilemma to lose his negative voice in the prof- 
fered aid ; and he had i^reed to concur with the appoint- 
ment of the houses in a separate bill ; to these all pow- 
erful considerations was added the pres«ng one to pre* 
vent wasting in debate the precious time, which every 
thing demanded to be employed in a co-operation with 
the king's forces, securing the possessions of France, 
and ensuring the pc^ce and safety of those of Great Brl* 
tain in America. 

On his return from the council chamber, he issued 
his proclamation for the dissolution of the legislative 
body. 

The reduction of Canada having enabled Sir Jeffiy 
Amherst to send back the Highlanders to the relief of 
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the soutbern provinces, colonel James Gfant, who had 
succeeded colonel Montgomery in the command of 
hb corpst had arrived with it in Charleston, early in the 
year. The legislature of South Carolina, had determin- 
ed to exert the strength of the province to the utmost, be. 
lieving that, in conjunction with the regular troops, and 
suded by the neighboring provinces, so severe a blow 
might be struck, as would deter the Cherokees from any 
itirther attemptto molest the white people on thefrontiers. 
Several parties of the Chickasaws were engaged as aux- 
ilaries; and, although messengers were sent among the 
Creeks to induce them to co-operate with the British, 
no aid could be procured from that quarter, the warri- 
ors playing an artful game, and exciting, alternately, the 
hopes of the inhabitants of South Carolina, and those of 
the French^ on the Mobile and Mississippi. 

Eariy in the spring, colonel Grant had begun his march 
towards the Cherokees : lus force in regulars, provin- 
cials and Indians, was about two diousand six hundred 
men. 

He reached Fort Prince George, on the 27th of May. 
A fortnight after he began his march, a party of ninety 
Indians and thirty woodsmen, painted like savages, ad- 
vanced in front to scour the woods. One hundred and 
fifty light infimtry and fifty rangers, preceded the main 
body. The army had provisions for one month. 
Forced marches were made during the three first days, 
with a view to meet the open country. On the fourth 
day, on the occasional appearance of Indians on diflerent 
sidesy orders were given, for the first time, to load and 
prepare fix action, and the guards M^ere directed to march 
slowly on, and to double their vigilance and circumspec- 
tion. The more frequent meetings of Indians, an- 
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nounced the approach of a decisive moment, as the 
army reached the spot on which colonel Montgomery 
had been attacked, the preceding year. The Indians in 
the van, about eight in the morning, spied a large body 
of Cberokees, posted on a hill, on the right flank of the 
army : they hardly had time to ^ve the alarm, when the 
enemy rushed down and fired on the advanced guard ; 
but, the main body rapidly advancing to their support, 
the Cherokees retreated to the hill. The army had to 
march for a considerable distance, between the lull and 
a river, from the opposite side of which, another party 
of the enemy kept up a brisk fire: sending a detachment to 
divide the party on the hill, colonel Grant made his army 
fiice about, and fire across the river : the engagement 
soon became general, and the Indinns over the stream,' 
keeping their ground and pouring in a heavy fire, the 
party on the hill, who retreated into the woods on the 
approach of the detachment sent to dislodge them, soon 
returned with increased numbers ; and colonel Grant^a 
troops, exhausted by fatigue, soon found themselves 
surrounded by the foe, ^[ailing them with a scattered fire. 
The Indians, when pressed, kept aloof, and rallying 
elsewhere, returned to the charge, always in a diifcrent^ 
direction. The battle continued in this desultory mode 
of warfare for two hours, ' when the van of the army 
was attacked by a fresh body of Indians, boldly en- 
deavoring to seize on the provisions. Colonel Grant, at 
this distressful moment, was obliged to detach a part of 
his men to this vulnerable point. The apparent oppor- 
tunity, which this division of the forces gave to the Che- 
rokees, of reducing the nuun body, redoubled their fury: 
they made the woods rewound with their yells and 
screams ; but, the troops keeping ck>se and continuing 
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their steady fire, the savages, towards eleven, gave way: 
they were pursued for some time; but towards two 
o^dock not an Indian was to be seen. Colonel Grant 
had sixty of his men killed or wounded : he could not 
ascertain the loss of the enemy. After sinking the bo- 
dies of the dead in the river, to prevent their being dug 
up and scalped, and destroying several bags of flour to 
procure horses for the wounded, the army proceeded to 
Etchoe, a large Indian town, which they reached about 
midnight. On the following day, they reduced it to 
ashes; and, proceeding into the middle settlements, 
fourteen other towns shared the same &te. Their pro- 
vi^ons were destroyed, and com fields laid waste ; and 
after remaining thirty days in the neighborhood, spread- 
ing desolation and fire, the troops marched back to Fort 
Prince George, leaving the Indians to seek shelter and 
food on the barren mountains. 

Soon after the troops returned to the fort, a number 
of Cherokee chiefs came and sued for peace. Cdonel 
Grant, willing they should believe it was not to be ob- 
tained on any terms, insisted on, as one of the stipula- 
tions of the treaty, that four Cherokee Indians should 
be delivered up at Fort George, to be put to death in 
front of his camp, or that four green scalps should be 
brought to him within twelve nights. The chiefs de- 
clared their inability to assent to this stipulation, not be- 
ing authorized by their nation, to accept peace on such 
terms as these; and the colonel sent them to Charleston, 
to see, whether lieutenant governor Bull would mitigate 
the rigor of it : a safeguard was given them. The chiefs 
met that officer at As.hley ferry, where he came to meet 
them, accompanied by the council of the province, and 
in a short time, a treaty of peace was concluded. 
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In the month of December, the lords commissioners 
of trade and plantations laid the court laws, passed in 
May, 1760, before the king and council, for the royal 
disallowance and repeal : they severely animadverted on 
governor Dobbs' conduct, in suffering these laws to 
have immediate operation, before the king^s pleasure 
was known, thereby setting aside one of the fundamen- 
tal privileges of the constitution of the British colonies : 
they stated, that the governor alleged in his justification, 
that he h:id given his assent to the laws upon the advice 
of the chief justice and the attorney general, and had pro- 
cured a clause to be inserted in one of them, that, if the 
king did not confirm it within a certain time, it shoiikl« 
thenceforth, be null and void. The lords observed, that 
the measure itself, independent of the mode, was, in their 
opinion, so far from alleviating the governor's improper 
conduct, that it was a heavy aggravation of it. In cases 
of this nature, they added, it was the duty of every go- 
vemor to act upon his own judgment, and if it were ad- 
mitted that he could be absolved by the opinion of others 
from the obligations of obedience, to the instructicms of 
the crown, by which the negative voice in the passing of 
laws, was regulated and restnuned, the interest of the 
crown and mother country would depend solely, for 
security, upon the uncertain wills, interest and opinions, 
of any person the governor might* think proper to 
consult. 

The clause mentioned by the governor, to have been 
inserted at his instance, in one of the laws, was con^der- 
ed as so far from answering the intention of the suspend- 
ing clause, that it was deemed, in construction and ef- 
fect, the very reverse. 
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The representation of the lords commissioners con- 
cluded by su^esting, that, if the governors of the colo- 
nies were suffered to go on in such repeated acts of dis- 
obedience to the king^s instructions, upon points, so es- 
sential to the constitution, the dependence of the colo- 
nies upon the authority of the crown and the just gov- 
ernment of the mother country, already too much re- 
laxed, would stand on a very precarious footing. 

The laws were repealed by the king in council, and 
the lords commissioners of trade and plantations were 
directed to signify, to governor Dobbs, the'king's high 
displeasure at his conduct, and to request him, for the 
future, to adhere more strictly to the king's instruc- 
tions, relative to the passage of laws. 

A stage, at this time, began to ply between Ports- 
mouth and Charlestown. (Mass.) which is supposed to 
have been the first established in the British provinces. 

Early in 1762, governor Dobbs received a circular 
letter from lord Egremont, acquainting him, that the 
king, having nothing so much at heart as to secure and 
improve the srreat and important advantages gained since 
the commencement of the war in North America, and 
having seen his good disposition, to restore the public 
tranquility, entirely frustrated by the insincerity and 
chicane of the court of Versailles, in a late negociation, 
and as nothing could so effectually contribute to the 
great and essential object of reducing the enemy to the 
necessity of accepting a peace, on terms of glory and ad- 
vantage to the ^ring's crown and beneficial, in particular, 
to his subjects in America, as the king being enabled 
to employ, as early as possible, such part of the re- 
gular troops in North America, as might be equal to a 
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great and important enterprise, he was directed to signi* 
fy to him the king's pleasure, that the better to provide 
for the full and entire security of the American provin- 
ces, and particularly of the territories lately conquered, 
during the absence of part of the regular forces, he 
would use his utmost endeavors and influence with the 
council and assembly, to induce them to raise, with all 
possible despatch, as large a body of men as the popu* 
lation of the province might allow; as far as should be 
found convenient, to form them into regiments and direct 
them to hold themselves * in readiness, as much ear- 
lier than in former years as might be, to march to 
such places in North America, as the commander in 
chief, or such officer as might be appointed to the com- 
mand of the king's forces there, would direct; and the 
better to facilitate this important service, the king was 
pleased to leave it to him, to issue commissions to such 
gentlemen, in North Carolina, as he might judge, from 
their weight and credit with the people and their zeal for 
the public service, to be best disposed and enabled to 
quicken and effectuate the speedy levying of the greatest 
number of men. 

The men, to be thus raised, were to be supplied by the 
crown with arms, ammunition and tents, and provis* 
ions were to be issued by the commissary of the troops, 
in the same proportion and manner, as to the rest of the 
king's forces. All that was required from the pro- 
vince was to levy, clothe and pay the men; and, in or- 
der that no encouragement might be wanting to the 
fullest exertion of their strength, lord Egremont men- 
tioned, that the king had4>ermitted turn to acquaint the 
governor, that strong recommendation would be made 
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at the next session of parliament, to grant a compensa- 
tion proportionate to the active vigor and strenuous ef- 
forts of the respective provinces. 

The governor was directed to collect and put into the 
best con<£tion, all the arms, issued during the last cam- 
paign, which could, by any means, be rendered ser- 
viceable. 

Similar orders were given to the governors of Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia and South Carolina. 

Sir Jeffry Amherst, having been directed to complete 
the regular corps serving in America, by recruits to be 
raised by the several provinces, made application to go- 
remor Dobbs for the quota to be furnished by North 
Carolina, which* agreeably to the proportions of the 
other provinces, was fixed at one hundred and thirty- ' 
four. Sir Jeffry added, with a vifew to render the ser- 
vice effectual, it would be required, that each province 
should provide for replacing such of their men as would 
deavt, a circumstance which, when known, would pre- 
vent any of them from leaving their corps, since they 
ctiuld expect no protection at home. 

Governor Dobbs lost no time in summoning the 
legislative body. It held, its first session at Wil- 
mington^ on the 13th of April. After announcing 
the late nuptials of the sovereign, the success of the 
British arms in the West Indies and the capture of 
the island of Martinico, and laying before them, the 
despatches, which had induced him to issue his 
proclamation for an early session, he recommended 
to the lower house, as they should answer it to their 
constituents and posterity, to testify their zeal, 
with unanimity and despatch, by raising as large a 
quota of troops as the province could bear, and as- 
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sist the king to terminate with honor, a war under- 
taken at great expense, to defend, and .procure a 
lasting peace and future safety to, his American 
provinces. 

He expressed his hope, that the supply might be 
levied without a heavy tax, or issuing notes to de- 
preciate the currency, and advised that a loan might 
be raised by subscription, and that the people might 
not be more burdened than by q. small tax, sufficient 
to discharge such reasonable interest, as might in- 
sure the loan, till the money, arising from the late 
or future parliamentary grant, might discharge it 

He recommended a strict investigation of all 
public accounts, a revision of the inspection laws 
and the allowance of premiums on valuable objects 
of imports; and as the distresses of the time had re- 
tarded the establishment of public schoob, he pro- 
posed, that the vestry in each parish might be au- 
thorized to raise a limited sum, sufficient to pay a 
parish clerk and register, qualified to act as a 
schoolmaster and reader, where clergymen could 
not be had, to prevent the increase of sectaries, 
idleness and profaneness. 

The lower house replied, that they should ever look, 
upon the interest of their constituents, as the object of 
their unwearied attention, and would always have the 
most tender regard for the welfare of their posterity ; but 
they were obliged to acquaint him, that they thought the 
radsing of troops, further than for the defence of the sea 
coast, a measure in nowise calculated to pleese the one, 
or benefit the other : for, although they had the greatest 
veneration for the best of kings, and trusted the province 
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had already given the most convincing proofs of attach- 
ment, to the honor and dignity of the crown, during the 
prosecution of the war; yet, they were sorry to observe, 
tbey could not, without reducing the people to the ut- 
most distress, add to the accumulated and intolerable 
toad of tax they groaned under : they added, that the 
statement of this circumstance, singly and of itself, 
would justify them in declining a compliance \^th 
his requisition; but, with concern, they were obliged 
to say, that, if^ they might form a judgment from 
^he past, they had but little encouragement to hope, 
that any supply they might grant would much contri- 
bute to the service of the king, or the advantage of the 
province. 

For these reasons, they flattered themselves with the 
hope of his concurrence in the belief, that to raise troops 
under the actual debility of the province^ would, have 
fatal effects, and drive the people, already impatient of 
their sufferings, to the brink of despair, and hoped he 
would have so good an opinion of them, as to attribute 
their refusal, to these and no other motives. 

They said they had been sensible of the necessity, at 
all times, to take care that the public accounts should 
be critically examined, and assured hi mnothing in their 
power would be wanting, that might tend to give the 
utmost satisfaction on that head; and that nothing 
could add to the sense they had, of the necessity of sup- 
porting schools, and giving every possible encourage- 
ment to trade. 

Soon after receiving this address, the governor issued 
bis proclamation, for proroguing the legislature to the 
fdlowing day. 
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His speech, at this meeting, was directed to the lower 
house only, the upper house having, in their address, 
promised to concur with the other branch of the legis- 
lature, in a bill for carrying the intentions of the king 

into effect. 

He observed, that the house had gone too far in the 
expressions of their sentiments, to allow him to hope, 
that they might retract them easily, at the same meeting; 
and he liad prorogued them, with the view of affording 
them a better opportunity of re-considering them in a 

Ik 

second. 

He laid before them two authentic gazettes, from 
Virginia, by which it appeared, that the le^slature of 
that province had complied with the requisitions of 
lord Egrement and Sir Jeffry Amherst, with unanim- 
ity, alacrity and despatch. Ht added, that, as he 
found all the other provinces willingly submitted 
to the king's demand, it grieved him, and it would 
every loy^l breast in the province, that they alone should 
prove refractory. 

He hoped, that when they would seriously consider 
the situation of affiiirs, in Europe and America, and that 
a powerful enemy, the king of Sp^un, was raised against 
Great Britain, who endeavored not only to prevent the 
king's further acquisitions, from a deceitful and per- 
fidious enemy, but also to deprive him of all tiie 
conquests he had made, and of the laurels and tro- 
phies, gained by his armies, with an expense of eighty 
millions, they would think, that their obstinacy would 
lessen them in the eyes of all the king's subjects, and 
they would forfeit the honor they had already obtained, 
in hitherto assisting their sovereign, to the utmost of 
their abilities. 
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He condudedt ^y conjuring tbem to preserve the 
good opinion and esteem^ the king had for them, and^ 
forthwith, to repair to their house, and reconsidering die 
letters and papers laid before them, come to an imme- 
diate resolution, whether they would comply with the 
king's request, so that they might proceed to other bu- 
siness with despatch, or, in case they refused, that he 
might dismiss them to their private affairs, which, in 
that case, they would seem to have more at heart, than 
the public service. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, and, after sitting a considerable time, the com- 
mittee reported, and the house voted, that, the province 
being already burdened with u heavy debt, incurred by 
several grants for the king's service, during the war, and 
the inhabitants impoverished thereby, it was impossible 
to comply with the demands on them, communicated in 
the governor's speech. 

The committee, appointed to correspond with the 
agent of the province, communicated letters from that 
gentleman, announcing the repeal of several late laws of 
the general a^mbly : among others, the court laws 
and those for improving the navigation of the province. 
This information excited considerable uneasiness ; and 
'governor Dobbs improved the opportunity, which he 
thought this dissatisfaction would create, to impress on 
the house, with some success, the necessity of avoiding 
to excite the resentment of the crown, by persisting in 
the determination of refusing the required aid. He ac- 
cordingly, issued a proclamation for proroguing tlie as- 
sembly to the next day. He again addressed the lower 
house only, telling them he had once more, by a short 
prorogation, afforded them the opportunity of re-con- 
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sideringy in a third meeting, the king's demand of an aid 
of men, since the house might be sensible, from the late 
communication from the agent in London, that the king 
could and would confer, or withhold favors from them, 
as they refused or complied with his requests. 

The house expressed their sorrow at the the trouble 
the governor had twice taken, of giving them the oppor- 
tunity of re-consideriag the requisitions he had made, 
when he first met them. They begged his leave to as* 
sure him, that what he had then said, had been most 
maturely considered, and the consequent determination 
taken, after great deliberation ; and they were to ac- 
quaint him, that the motives, which induced that de* 
termination, still prevailed with them, to adhere to it. 

They declared themselves sensible, that the king 
could, and no dou^t would, confer favors on those who, 
to the utmost of their ability, supported his government; 
and they entertained no doubt, that he would hear of the 
many and large grants made by the province, particu- 
larly, of the last twenty thousand pounds, and of the im- 
poverished state of the inhabitants of the province, and 
would think that they, in some measure^ merited his 
favor. 

The governor was authorized, by a resolve of the two 
houses, to raise twenty -five men, including officers, for 
each of the forts at Ocracock and Cape Fear, and to 
draw warrants on the treasurer for the expenses attend- 
ing their service, payable out of the fund appropriated 
to founding schools, and to be replaced by a tax to be 
laid for that purpose. 

The upper house manifested 9 disposition to show 
their displeasure against the lower house. Contrary to 
their accustomed practice, they appointed committees 
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of claims and accounts, of their own house, instead of 
appointing gentlemen, out of their body to form these 
committees with those appointed by the lower house. 
The lower house complained of this innovation, and, 
were informed by message, Ihat the upper house looked 
upon it as their undoubted and constitutional right, to 
pass upon public accounts and claims, and to appoint 
committees on their behalf; it was observed, that although 
it had been customary, and found convenient, for the 
ease and despatch of public business, for their commit- 
tees to sit at the same time and place, and with the com* 
mittees of the lower house, i^ could not be, hence 
inferred, that their committees were not separate from, 
nor equal in rights to, those of the other house, and 
bad not authority to meet, debate, and report sepa- 
rately. This message and another that followed it, were 
signed by the clerk of the upper house, instead of being 
signed by the president, and countersigned by the clerk. 

The lower house desired, that for the future, all mes- 
sages from the other house to them might be signed by 
the president, agreeable to the old accustomed practice, 
otherwise they could not receive them ; they said, the 
separate committees were not only new and unconstitu- 
tional, but impracticable ; for neither the money paid in 
to be burnt, nor the vouchers of accountants could with 
safety be transmitted from the committee of one house 
to that of the other. ' 

The upper house forbore sending any further mes- 
sage to the other, daring the rest of the meeting. 

* The upper house, the other, although invited, decli- 
ning to join or say they would not, addressed the king* 

They began by expressing their joy at the remarka- 
ble success of the king's arms, and giving assurance of 
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their firm and loyal attachment to the aoTereign, his fami- 
ly and government ; they begged leave to represent, that 
the inhabitants of the province had, for several years past, 
been subjected to great difficulty and distress, for want 
of a proper place established as the seat of government. 

They observed, that To^ver Hill, the place chosen for 
that purpose in 1758, was found of difficult access to 
several of the inhabitants of the province, and no proba* 
bility appeared of its being inhabited by a sufficient num* 
ber of families to accommodate, with any degree of con-> 
veniency, the officers of government, the members of the 
legislature, or the persons who had business to transact 
with them. 

Receiving it in charge from their constituents, to use 
their endeavours to obtain a redress of this inconve- 
nience, and having examined the situation and extent of 
the province, and the people who were settled in the dif- 
ferent counties, they suggested the propriety of fixing 
the seat of government in the town of Newbern, and im- 
plored the king to repeal the act for fixing it at Tower 
Hill, and signify his approbation of its being fixed at 
Newbem, promising to erect a governor's house there, 
and such suitable public buiklings as the king^s service 
might require. 

On the 29tb of April, governor Dobbs addressed the 
two houses ; he thanked the upper one, for the zeal 
they had manifested, and their readiness to concur in 
every measure calculated to promote the king's service. 

He expressed to the other the great concern he felt in 
being obliged to represent to the king, the little regard 
they *had shown for his warm and presmng demand for an 
aid ; he added, he should animadvert otrthis irregular 
conduct, and on the little attentioo tbey had paid to his 
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recommendation of pas«ng laws to promote trade and 
the education of youth, and he would then leave it to 
iheir constituents to determine, whether they had acted 
for the welfare, safety and honor of the province. 

He observed, that on their first meeting, when no 
time was to be lost in taking the king's orders into con- 
sideration, they had acted in opposition to his preroga« 
tive and instructions, l>y refusing to proceed to business, 
until a majority of the whole appeared, thus not only de« 
nyhig the king's right, but putting it in the power of a 
few members combining together to dissolve the as* 
scmbly. 

He said, that by the great opposition they bad made, 
and refusing the aid to the king, they had, as £ir as was 
in their power, delayed and prevented their country from 
having a speedy and honorable peace, and well deserved, 
by their ill judged parsumony, the censure of their con- 
stituents. 

He took notice of the letters of the committee of cor- 
respondence to the agent and his answers, about which, 
it appeared, that the members named by the upper 
house had not been consulted, and firom which it 
seemed, that the principal object was to complain s^nst 
him, for tlie finequent meetings, prorogations and disso ^ 
lutions of the assembly, which had exhausted the public 
chest, in the payment of the members and officers of the 
legislature. 

He complained that, contrary to the accustomed 
usage, the agent had been onlered to direct his letters 
to the Ute speaker, instead of addressing them to the 
committee of ccNrrespondence, enclosed under cover to 
the governor, so that the speaker might suppress any 
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letter disagreeable to him, and thus become tlie sole di- 
rector of the committee. 

He said, that it became his duty, that he might avert 
any future cause of complaint, to forbear passing any 
bill, and put an end to thdr meeting, without making it 
a session, which would save to the public the expense of 
their attendance, so much complained of. 

He concluded, that on account of tlie disrespect they 
had shown to the king, and the little care they had taken 
to defend their country, he coukl not think of meeting 
them again, but must appeal to their constituents to 
judge of and censure their behaviour; he accordingly 
dissolved the assembly. 

The governor, in the mean time, directed the one 
hundred recruits, required by Sir Jefirey, to be raised 
and marched to New York. To meet the necessary 
expense of this service, he drew on the agents fur 
two hundred pounds sterling. 

In the tatter part of the summer, official accounts of 
the repeal of the court laws reached the province, passed 
in 1760, and of the act for the improvement of the navi- 
gation from Currituck inlet; the causes of the repeal 
of the former hws liave been already stated ; the latter 
was objected to, as it altered and repeated, as far as re- 
garded the port of Currituck, an act passed in 1754, 
laying a toiinage duty of powder and lead, for the de- 
fence of the province, on every vessel entering any of its 
ports, to which it subs-tituted a duty of two shillings and 
MX pence per ton, in money ; the alteration was deemed 
not only imjiroper and impolitic in itself, but inconsist- 
ent with the instructions, pven from time to time to the 
governors of the several cdontes ia America, requiring 
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them to endeavour to procure laws for imposing a ton- 
nage duty in powder, on all vessels trading there, paya- 
ble in kind, without any commutation. 

The lords commissioners of trade and plantation, ex- 
pressed their disapprobation of an act, which had been 
assented to by the governor, and had already had its ef- 
fect, authorizing a lottery for the improvement of the 
navigation of New river ; a mode of raising money, 
which, they observed^ ought never to be countenanced 
nor admitted in the British colonies, where the nature of 
the constitution did not embrace the regulations and 
checks, necessary to prevent fraud and abuse, in a matter 
so peculiarly liable to them. The lords also expressed 
the great concern they felt, in observing, tint the lower 
house had availed themselves of the necessity of raising 
money, in the month of April, 1761, for the public 
service, to tack a clause, for the appointment of an 
agent, to the aid bill ; they said, the irregularity of this 
practice, and the many evils and inconveniencies which 
must necessarily flow from it, were too obvious to need 
any animadversion, and they desired governor Dobbs, 
when the appointment of Couchet Jouvencel should ex- 
pire, to recommend to the houses to pass a separate bill 
for the appointment of an agent, and not to consent, 
upon any pretence whatever, to an appointment made 
in any other manner. 

The necessity there ivas for the immediate establish- 
ment of courts of justice, induced the governor to bsue 
writs of election, and the l^slative body was convened 
at Newbem in the first days of November. 

The governor congratulated the houses on the late 
success of the British forces in the West Indies, by the 
capture of the islands of Cuba and Grenada, which in- 
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sured to the kin^ all the trade tif the iiorthem troast of 
Spanish America, and was the earnest of a speedy and 
honorable peace. He observed, that the immediate ob- 
ject he had in view, in calling them together, was to lay- 
before them the repeal of the court laws, wluch he 
was about pnmiulgating by proclamation, and of the 
other iiunor acts, which had also reoeived the royal 
disallowance. 

He said, he would lay before tbem the reasons which 
had induced tins exertion of the prerogative of the 
crown, and he hoped they would be convinced, they 
could not promise to themselves any advantage, by an 
opposition to the king's just rights and a disobedience 
to his instructions ; be alluded to the severe reprimand, 
his too ready compliance with their solicitations had 
brought on him, and assured them, that for the future, if 
any clause contrary to any of the king's instructions wa$ 
introduced in any bill, he should certainly reject it, how- 
ever important and proper it might appear in othsr 
respects. 

He besought them to bestow their immediate atten* 
tion on the establishment of courts of justice, to promote 
the establishment of schools, amend the inspection laws, 
and allow premiums on the exportation of hemp and 
flax. 

He concluded by observing, that as he had not the 
king's command to require any aid, it would suffice to 
lay a small tax, to meet the contingent expenses of the 
province, and support the garrisons or forts, for the 
security of commerce and the protection of the king's 
stores, at the approaching end of the war. 

A bill was introduced in the lower house, dividing 
the province into five districts, Edentoni Newbemi 
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Wilmington, Hali&x and Salisbury, establishing a su- 
perior court of law in each, to be held in the four first 
cUstricts by the chief justice, and in the latter by an as- 
Bistant judge* 

The upper house, on the second reading, expunged 
the clause for the appointment of the assistant judge for 
the district of Salisbury, and introduced one for that of 
two associate justices for the whole province ; and ano-- 
dier, providing for courts of oyer and terminer, to be 
held by such commissioners as the governor might from 
time to time appoint. These alterations were nega- 
tived in the lower house. On the third reading, the 
upper house insbted on their amendments ; they ob- 
served, it was highly improbable, that the chief justice 
could attend the courts of four districts with regularity, 
even if no accident happened that might detain him at 
home ; that the moderate provision made for the assbtant 
judge of the dbtrict of Salisbury, and the liberty allowed 
him to practice as an attorney in the courts of other db- 
tricts, were Ibble to many and palpable objections ; that 
the king had, by his prerogative, the right to appoint 
at pleasure courts of oyer and terminer, and direct 
commissi(ms to any person he pleased ; a right which 
had never been contested as productive of any bad effect 
to the subject, and although he needed not the authority 
of an act to exercise this prerogative, it was doubted 
whether such courts could enforce the attendance of 
jurors. 

The lower house admitted the advantage which the 
province would derive from having assodate justices, 
and would rejoice to obtain such officers, if it could be 
done on a footing tliat would allow the probability of 
Aeir answering the end of their appointment ; but they 
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believed it better to submit to all the inconveniences 
mentioned in the message of the upper bouse, than to 
run the risk of having men obtruded upon them, 
strangers to their laws, holding their offices on the pre- 
carious tenure of the pleasure of the commander in chief. 
They offered to concur with the amendment relating to 
courts of oyer and terminer, provided the governor 
. should be authorized to grant commissions for holding 
those courts to the chief justice and assistant judge ; 
they declared themselves willing to increase the salary of 
the assistant judge, and saw no inconveniency in allow- 
ing him to act as an attorney out of his court, a practice 
not uncommon in the mother country. 

The upper house next proposed to pass the bill, if 
to the clause appointing the assistant judge of the dis- 
trict of Salisbury, one was substituted, providing for the 
, appointment of an associate justice for the whole pro- 
vince, with as handsome salary and equal powers as thoiiC 
of the chief justice ; and on the refusal of the upper house 
to concur with this proposition, the bill was rejected. 

Another was then introduced, passed both houses 
and received the govemor^s assent, establishing a 
court, to be stiled the superior court of justice, in 
the districts of Edenton, Newbern, Wilmington, Hal- 
ifax and Salisbury, to be composed, in the first four 
districts, of the chief justice and one associate, 
appointed for each district, and in the latter dis* 
trict, of the chief justice and an assistant judge. 
The sessions of the court were to be semi-annual; 
th^ chief justice was allowed twenty-six pounds for 
each court be held, besides fees, and the assistant 
judge twenty-five pounds, the associate justices 
were to receive neither salary nor fees^ except 
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when holding the court in the absense of the 
chief justice, when they were to receiye twenty-six 
ppundfli No suit was allowed to be brought in the 
superior court in cases in which the sum in dispute 
was less than ten pounds. The act was to be in 
force for two years. 

An inferior court was establishmed in each coun- 
ty, composed of justices of the peace; it was to 
be held quarteriyi and its jurisdiction was confined 
to personal actions, wherein the sum claimed* was 
more than four and less than twenty pounds* The 
act establishing it was limited in its duration to the 
same period as the superior court act. 

While the bill was on its second reading in the' 
upper house, it was amended by the insertion of a 
clause, providing, that a part of it, inflicting apenal- 
ty, in a certain, case, shouldn ot be construed to ex- 
tend to persons, qualifying under a general commis- 
sion of the peace. This amendment was strickeil 
out in the lower house, and when it was on the third 
reading in the upper, the reinstatement of the 
amendment was insisted on. The lower house re* 
plied, that the amendment was unnecessary, as they 
knew of no such commissions in use in the pro- 
vince, the introduction of them could have perni- 
cious consequences, and they were of opinion, that 
they were against law. 

The upper house, in a second message said, they, 
saw, with surprise and concern, a manifest want of 
decorum and decency in the language of the lower 
housp, in taxing them, as a branch of the legislature^ 
with insisting upon the introduction of commissions 

to 
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unknown, contrary to law' and pernicious in their 
consequences, charge&j which they coald not pass 
over in silence, while they were convinced, that the. 
house could not be ignorant^ that general commis- 
sions, to enable the members of the king^s council 
and the officers of the crown, to act as consep¥ator& 
of the peace, in the several counties of the province, 
wereneither. unknown, contrary to la w nor pernicious} 
in their consequences: they insisted on their amend- 
ment. 

The lower house expressed their sorrow, that 
their mesf<age should have been so misunderstood, 
as to be thought void of decency and decoramj and 
if the mode of expression alone was to jastify the 
singular complexion of the message of the upper 
house, they despaired of ever being able to avoid the* 
imputation of a want of decency or decorum. 

They expressed their full satisfaction, that gen- 
eral commissions^ to enable the members of the 
king^s council and the officers of the crown to sit 
as judges of the inferior courts, were not only alto- 
gether unnecessary, but as they' could be of little 
benefit, and might be prejudicial to the public; they 
thought the introduction of them ought to be avoid- 
ed. - It was needless to make it a question, whether 
they were against law, no part of the bill tending to 
invalidate them, and, if they should be against the 
constitution (and the house thought they were) it 
would be improper to give a sanction to them: they 
therefore, declined reinstating the clause. 

The upper house disclaimed any intention of ob- 
taining any sanction for general commissions, or of 
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eitting as judges of any inferior court, without first 
<)ualifying in the mode prescribed by the bitl; they 
said, that such commissions had been in use in the 
{province as well as in many bthers/and required 
no sanction, but that of the prerogative from which 
they flowed: they only insisted that the persom, act- 
ing under them, i^hould not be liable to the penalty. 
They proposed, that the expression should be vari- 
ed and the clause declared liot to be construed to 
extend to members oftheking^s council, secretary, 
attorney gei^eral, &C.., qualifying in council under a 
general commtssiop of the peace. 

They added, that tliey had been induced to send 
this second message, solely from a consideration of 
the utility of the bill, and, if the house did not choope 
to concur, after this explanation, they hoped they 
would not, in the judgment of unprejudiced person», 
-be blamed for the fatal effects that might flow from 
an ill judged obstinacy. 

The lower house proposed, that, the section, to 
which the clause was proposed to be added, should 
be wholly stricken out, or be confined to justices of 
the inferior courts, or justices of the peace for any 
county in the province. 

They observed, that, as either of these alterna- 
tives would clearly and fiilFy exempt general com- 
fnissTonefsof the peace, when properly estabhshed, 
from the penalty to which ordinary justices of the 
peace, misbehaving themselves might be subjected; 
theyhoped the uppefr house, if they did not accede 
to one of the propositions, would offer some other 
mode, %vhich did not obliquely ratify a commis- 
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sion, which, it ivas believedt had not, and for any 
thing that was known, would never have an exis- 
tence. 

Thej concluded, that whatever might be the con- 
sequence of the dispute, they would have the satis- 
faction to think it had not its rise with them, and 
doubted not, that, if the bill miscarried^ every unpre- 
judiced person would easily distinguish between 
abetting and opposing a measure, that most be con. 
fessed a novelty in the constitution. 

The altercation ended by an acceptance, on the 
part of the upper house, of the second alternative. 

Provision was made for the establishment of an 
orthodox clergy, and encouragement held out to 
pious and learned ministers to settle in the pro- 
vince. An act was passed, introducing valuable 
improvements in the management of the estates of 
orphans and the care of their persons; the negocia- 
bility of promissory notes, the relief of poor debtors, 
the extension of public roads and the destruction of 
vermin. 

The county of Anson was divided, and the upper 
part of it erected into a distinct county, to which the 
name of Mecklenburg was given, in honor of the 
new queen. 

A number of stores bad been established at a 
commodipus landing, on the north side of NeiiR« 
river, in the lower part of the county of Dobb^ and, 
at tlie request of individuals who had removed 
thither, a town was establbbed on this coavenient 
spot; it was called Kingston^ a name which, aft^r 
the revolution, was imi^ined would be rendered 
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more agreeable, by being deprired of its fourth 
letter. 

The trade of the counties of Anson and Rowan, 
wbirh began to increase, was observed to center 
in Charleston, with a view to prevent a division of 
the wealth of this part of the province, and cause it 
to flow down towards Wilmington, a town was es- 
tablished on the north west side of Cape Fear river; 
it was called Campbelton. This i9 one of the very 
few instances^ in which the expectations of the- legis- 
lature, in establishing a town, were not deceived. 
The spot afforded a convenient landing, the stores, 
however, were chiefly built at the distance of one 
mile from the river, at a place called Cross creek. 
In the year I784y the place was called Fayetteville, 
in compliment to a French nobleman, who distin- 
guished himself by his zeal for the American cause, 
during the revolutionary war. 

The houses united in an address te the king, for 
the removal of the seat of government from Tower 
Hill to Newbern, a measure in which, however, 
they were*&r from being unanimous. In the upper 
house John Rutherford, Lewis Henry, de Rosset and 
John Sampson, protested against the resolution for 
concurring with the other house. 

The protest admitted the propriety of removing 
the seat of government from Tower Hill; but deni- 
ed the expediency of fixing it, for the present, at 
any place, more particularly at Newbern; for, the 
southern boundary of the province being, as yet, 
unascertained, and the territorial controversy with 
South Carolioa not likely to be soon terminate^ the 
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step appeared precipitate, and perhaps indecent, 
while the contested points were soon to be laid be- 
fore the throne, for the royal determination. The 
impropriety of fixing the seat c^ government was in 
their judgment glaring, the town of Newbern, being 
neither central nor on the best navigation, and de 
ficieiitin good water. 

: The measure was carried in the lower house by 
a very small majority, and in the other by the cast- 
ing vote of the president, James HaseL The mem- 
bers who voted for it, were Richard Spaight, Henry 
E. M^Culloiigh and Alexander M^CuUough. 

Tha definidve treaty between their Britannic, 
most Christian and Catholic majesties, was signed at 
Paris, on the 10th of February. 
. On the 5th of Mat-ch, a charter was granted to, tha 
town of Wilmington, its precincts and liberties^ con< 
stituting a borough, with a mayor and aldermen^s 
court, having a limited jurisdiction of suits between 
the inhabitapts and transient persons, not residing in 
the proviocp, with other privil^g^s. The same favor 
was aftervi^rds granted to the towns of Neyvbern, Eden- 
ton and Halifax. 

As the removal of the French and Spaniards from 
the vast extent of .country which extended between 
the province of Georgia and the river Mississippi, which 
were now ceded to Great Britain, caused an alarm and in- 
creased the jealousy of the neighboring tribes of Indians, 
the ministry thought it indispensably necessary to take 
tlie earliest steps to prevent their receiving any unfavufa- 
ble impression, to gain their confidence and good will, 
without which, it would be inypossible for the nation to 
reap the full benefit of its acquisitions in that part of the 
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world. It was believed the French and Spaniards, iii 
Louisiana and Florida, bad tong, and too successfully, 
inculcated an idea among the Indians, that the English 
entertained a settled design of extirpating the whole In- 
dian race, with a view to {Possess their lands; and that the 
first step towards carrjnng this design into execution, 
would be to expel the French and Spaniards, the real 
friends and protectors of the Indians. With a view of 
preventing the ill effects of those suggestions, the gov- 
ernors of* Virginia, the Carolinas and Georgia, were di- 
rected, without loss of time, to invite the chiefs of the 
Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees and Cacaw- 
bas, to a meeting with them and the superintendant of 
Indian affaires, for the southern department at Augusta, 
in the province of Georgia, to apprise the Indians, in4he 
most prudent and delicate manner, of the (ihange which 
was abdut to take place. It was recommended in' doing 
this, not only to avoid every expression which might 
awake the fears, or point put the dependence of the In- 
dians upon the British, but to use every means to qniet 
their apprehensions arid gain their good opinion. 

For this purpose, the governors were directed to recur 
to the original caUses of the war with the French, to 
mention and dwell upon the sevefat cruelties they exer- 
cised during the course of it, the arts they employed, the 
groundless stories they propagated among the Indians, 
in order to excite their jealousies, to alienate their afiec- 
tions from the English and to provoke them to cotmnit 
such violences, as the king was at last compelled to re- 
sent: that, by the same .insidbus arts, they had so far 
wrought upon the credulity of the Spani^krds, as to in- 
volve them in their quarrel and its consequences;, that, 
through the special favor of providence, the wisdom of 
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the king and the courage of his.troops, ail their mischkv* 
ous practices had been discovered and defeated. 

They were adviaed to impress on the minds of the In- 
dians, that in order to prevent the revival of such distur- 
bances and trouUes, by repetitions of the same: danger- 
ous proceedings, the king had found himself obliged to 
insist, in the treaty of peace, that the French and Span- 
iards ^olud be removed beyond the river Mississippi, to 
the end, that the Indians and his people might, hereafter, 
live in peace and brotherly friendship together; and that 
the English ielt a particubr satisfaction in the opportu- 
nity, which their successes afforded tliem, of giving to 
the Indians the most uncontrovertible and substantial 
proofs of their good intentions and cordial desire to 
maintain a sincere and fiiendiy correspondence with 
them: that those proofs would consist, first, of a total 
forgiveness and oblivion of all past offences, (tilly per- 
suaded that they were entirely owing to the deceiving 
arts of the French and no ways to be attributed to any 
ill will in them ; second!^ of opening and carrying on 
as large a traffic with them as would supply all their 
wants: thirdly, of a constant attention to their interests 
and a readiness, upon all occasions, to do them com- 
plete justice, and la&tly, c^the most solemn assurances, 
that those fort^^, now ceded to the king, by means of 
winch the French really did intend to subvert their lib- 
erty, and accomplish these evil designs which they 
imputed to the English, should never be employed, but 
. to protect and assist them and to serve for the better 
- convenience of commerce and the cultivation of fnend- 
ship and good will between them and the king's sub- 
jects. 
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The ministp added, that should the Inc&ans retun any 
jealousy or suspicion, that the forts, situated in the heart 
of their country, such as Alabama, Tombigbee and fort 
Loudon, might be made use of for purposes un&vora* 
bie to them, and expressed a desire, that they should be 
demolished, he made no doubt, but that their represen* 
tations, on that head would be most graciously received 
and that the king would readily comply with any rea^* 
sonable request of theirs, in order to give the most satis- 
&ctory proofs of his intention to fulfil the friendly de- 
clarations which his governors were instructed to make, 
in his name, to the Indians, of the sincerity of which, it 
was highly important, they should be convinced, in or- 
der to prevent those evils, which would necessarily 
happen, if their thorough confidence in the king's go- 
vernment was not established on a solid and secure 
footing. 

In order to try every possible method which might 
contribute towards this object, goods, to the amount 
of five thousand pounds sterling, were purchased and 
shipped towards Charleston, to be distributed in pre* 
sents among the Indians, at the intended meeting at 
Augusta. 

In the latter part of the spring, the king's prodama* 
lion was published in America, for the establishment 
«f the provinces of Quebec, East and West Florida. 

On the 5th of April, a resolution was introduced into 
parliament, for a stamp act in America. The minister, 
however, withdrew the resolution, to allow time for the 
colonists to petition against it, when brought forward at 
the next session. 

On the 9th of July, lord Egremont addressed a cif" 
cular letter to the governors of the American provinces, 

V. CARO. 11. 23 



na CHAPTER itrss 

informing them, that it appearing, that the public teve- 
sue had been greatly diminished and the feir trader 
much prejudiced, by the fraudulent method, used to 
introduce, into the king's dominions, on the continent 
of America, contrary to several statutes of the British 
parliament, commodities of foreign growth,, in national 
as well as foreign bottoms, by means of small vessels, 
hovering on the coast, and that this iniquitous practice 
haji been carried on to such an extent in America, it 
had been found necessary, at the last session of |)arlia- 
ment, to pass a statute for the improvement of the 
king's customs, the encouragement of officers making 
seizures and the prevention of the contraband trade, 
by which the former statutes, on these subjects, were 
enforced and extended to the British dominions in all 
parts of the world, and the king having it extremely at 
heart to put an end to all practices of this nature, by a 
punctual and vigorous execution of the lawsr made for 
this Siilutary purpose, and having ordered, that the most 
effectual steps should be taken for obtaining that end, 
the commanders of his ships, stationed in America, 
would be vested, for the future, with the necessary and 
legal powers, from the commissioners of the customs, 
to carry into execution the several statutes, rebting to 
the seizure and condemnation of any ship that should 
be found transgressing against them. The governors 
were requested, not only to co-operate with, and assist 
to the utmost of their power, the commanders of the 
king's ships, in the execution of the powers and in- 
structions, given them by the commissioners of the cus- 
toms, but to use their utmost endeavors, by the most 
assiduous and impartial execution of the laws, to put 
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an effectual stop to the clandestine running . of goods 
into any part of their respective governments. 

In the conclusion of this circular, lord Egremont ob- 
served, Chat it was incumbent on him to say, that the 
king would not pass over, unnoticed, any negligence or 
relaxs^tion, on the part of any person employed in his 
service, on a matter on which he laid so much stress, 
tod in which the fair trade of all his .subjects was so es- 
pecially entrusted. 

After the peace, the Reverend Joseph Alexander, D. 
D., a minister of the presbytenan church, removed from 
Pennsylvania to South Carolina, and was eminently in- 
stnimental in planting churdies, both in this province 
and in North Carolina, at that early period of the settle- 
ment of the back country, when both provinces were 
in a very destitute condition, with respect to religious 
instruction. 

In the fall, governor Dobbs sat off for Augusta, in 
order to attend a congress of the governors of the south- 
em provinces. During his absence, the government of 
the province devolved on James Haaell, the counsellor 
first named in the king's instructions. This gentleman 
qualified as commander in chief, on the 15tb of October* 

The Creek, ChocUiw, Chickasaw, Upper and Lower 
Creek, and Catawba nations of Indians, . sent some of 
their chiefs to Augusta, where a treaty was concluded, 
£.nd their respective territorial claims adjusted, the boun- 
daries of their lands ascertained, and regulations adopted 
to secure the trade and good understanding, between 
the red and white people. 

Governor Dobbs, on bis return to the province, met 
a new legislative body, on the 3d of February, at Wil- 
mington. After communicating to the houses, the 
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success of his journey to the province of Georgia, he in* 
formed them, that having no orders to require any aid, 
he had only to recommend, that the men raised for Fort 
Johnston and Fort Granville, might be kept in pay, to 
take care of the forts and stores, until the king gave or- 
ders for their being garrisoned by regular troops. He 
drew the attention of the legislature, to the great quantity 
of worn out| defaced and counterfeited bills in circulation: 
and recommended an emission of paper money, by which 
the former bills might be taken out of circulation and 
replaced. He deplored the great want of clergy- 
men in the parishes; twenty-four out of thirty, be- 
ing without a minbter, and recommended, that the 
salary of clergymen might be levied in all, even those 
that were unprovided with one, in which the money thus 
raised, might be appropriated to the purchase of glebes 
and the erection of churches. He again urged the aU 
lowanoe of a bounty, on the exportation c^ hemp and 
flax. 

The lower house replied, that an emission of paper 
money would be attended with a considerable expense, 
and it would suffice, if the sheriffs and tres&surers were to 
exchange such mgged and torn bills as might be offered 
to them, and these were burnt at the meeting of 
the l^islature. They admitted the great want of cler- 
gymen; but added, sufficient provision was already 
made, in propordon to the ability of the people ; and 
there were large sums appropriated for the purchase of 
glebes and the establishment of schools, under a sus- 
pending clause, until the king's pleasure was known, 
which had been borrowed for the service of the late war, 
and voce, in part, for contmgeiicies. 
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The governor laid before the house a ktter from lord 
Egremont, of the 27th of November, 1762, directing 
him to express to the assembly, his high disapprobation 
of their conduct, and undutiful behaviour in obsdnatdy 
persisting to refuse any aid, or to raise men for recruit- 
ing the troops, whereby they had incurred the king*s 
displeasure. The letter concluded, by communicating 
the king's approbation of governor Dobbs' resolution^ 
to raise the one hundred and thirty-four recruits requi- 
red by Sir Jeffry Amherst, notwithstanding the assembly 
had refused to concur in any measure for that purpose. 

In the message, by which this letter was communica- 
ted, die governor expressed his hope, the house would 
approve of his having advanced his money, for a service 
which was so agreeable to the king, and the drafts for 
four hundred pounds sterling, which he had drawn upon 
the agents in London, for his own reimbursment. The 
bouse resolved, viua voce^ that they could not approve 
of the governor's drafts. 

On the third reading of a bill* for defraying the expen- 
ses of the members of the legisbture, the lower house 
substituted the word boards for the word house^ 
as applied to the upper house. The members of 
the latter were much netded at the alteration, and a 
preliminary message was sent, to know whether the 
house wouM adhere to it. It was answered, that the 
words board and haiise^ appeared, on examination, to 
have been indiscriminately used in reference to the upper 
house; but, to prevent misunderstamUng, the lower 
bouse were willing, if the word board was disagreeable 
to the members of the other, to substitute for it, the 
word counciL 
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The upper house replied, that to debate about words 
would be frivolous, if they did not tend to introduce a 
dispute about things and powers, and as the house was 
determined to maintain and support firmly, the powers 
and authorities With which tlie king had invested them, 
they should not permit the lower house to call them by 
any other name, less respectable than that of house; and 
if the bill was not amended by reinstating that word, they 
would not pass that, or any other bill, nor act on any re- 
solve or estimate. 

• The lower house expressed their concern, that a 
name, in every respect dignified and honorable, imply- 
ing wisdom and deliberation, and which his majesty had 
been pleased to confer, should become so strangely dis- 
agreeable, as to produce a message threatening destruc- 
tion to all bills, however serviceable they might be to the 
public, unless the lower house agreed \o the alteration of 
the name so anxiously desired to be rid of. They add- 
ed, they could not help considering the message as in- 
flammatory in its tendency, and obstructive of the jiublic 
service in its consequences, and quite inconsistent with 
those professions of regard to the public, made on seve- 
ral other occasions, and the duty of each branch of the 
legislature, to the king's subjects inhabiting the pro- 
vince. They observed, it was very immaterial to the 
king or his subjects, whether laws vi^ere enacted by the 
governor, council and assembly, or by the governor, 
the upper and lower houses : the advantages derived 
firom them^ being always in proportion to the wisdom of 
their formation : they concluded that, more attentive to 
the interest of the public than to things and powers, 
which, they persuaded themselves, would neither be 
changed nor increased, by the proposed alteration, than 
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to sounds, they would, for the sake of peace and har- 
mony, readily agree to the word house. 

The upper house rejoined, that if they were to con- 
sider their feelings, in preference to the desire they had of 
preferring the public good to all other considerations, 
they should think themselves well justified in animad- 
verting on the spirit of aggravation manifested by tf^ 
lower house ; but, as they had received that public satis- 
faction, which they were unanimously of opinion, their 
duty to the crown, the public and themselves, laid them 
under the necessity of insisting upon, they would pro- 
ceed to give the bill all the despatch in their power. But, 
at the same time, they were to observe, that their ob- 
jection to the word council^ did not proceed from an 
opinion, that it was in the power of the lower house, to 
give them a more honorable appellation; but, from a 
resolution of being addressed in their different capacities 
by proper and adequate titles. They flattered them- 
selves the resolution they had taken upon this dispute, 
would never appear improper in the eyes of unprejudi- 
ced persons ; and their proceedings would evince, that 
their desire of promoting the public good was as sin- 
cere, as that of those wiio were clothed with the spe- 
cious title of representatives of the people. 

A bill having been introduced, and passed the lower 
house, for appointing Couchet Jouvencel agent of the 
province, the upper house insisted on a proviso, making 
one of the members of that body one of the quorum of 
the committee of correspondence, and the lower house 
refusing to concur, the bill was rejected : whereupon, 
the lower house, by a resolve, appointed that gentleman 
agent of the province for eighteen months, with a salary 
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of two hundred pounds sterling per annum, and ap- 
pointed five of their members a committee of corres- 
pondence. 

A chart of the sea coast, having been made by Daniel 
Dunbibbin, was this year published by his widow, to 
whom the legislature allowed a small premium. 

The distance of Kewbem, v<^here the only printing of- 
fice in the province was established, from Wilmington, 
which had become the seat of government, impeding 
public business, a committee of the legislature were di- 
rected to procure a printer to settle at Wilmington. 

One commissioned officer and ten men, and one offi« 
cer and four men, were kept in pay for fort Johnston and 
fisrt Granville. 

\ bounty of sixteen slullings and four pence on eve- 
ry hundred weight of hemp raised in, and exported out 
of, the province, and of thirteen shillings and four pence 
on every hundred weight of flax, were allowed. ' The 
militia and vestry acts were revised ; in the former, 
Presbyterian ministers were exempted from militia duty, 
which is the first instance of any indulgence granted by 
law to non-conformists. A new county was establish- 
ed, out of part of those of New Hanover and Bladen, to 
which the name of Brunswick was given, in compliment 
to the hereditary prince of Brunswick, who married, this 
year, princess Augusta, the king's eldestsis ter ; and a 
part of the county of Granville was erected into another, 
called Bute, in honor of the earl of Bute. An act was 
passed for the erection of a school house in the town of 
Newbem, which is the first eflfectual act for the encou- 

4 

ragement of literature. 

Great Britain, at the conclusion of the late war, iu 
which her flag had been that of victory on every sea, 
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found her already too great dominions entailed by the 
accession of vast territories in both the Indies; heavy, 
however, was the burden of such triumphs and con- 
quests ; she groaned under the wei^it of a debt, the in- 
terest of which was alone above ho* resources ; the in- 
genuity of her ministers had been exhausted in quest 
of new objects of taxation, or in search among the 
old, for any that might bear a heavier pressure. On 
•he contrary, new objects of expenditure daily presented 
themselves ; treasures were wanted for the purpose of 
bringing her new acquisitions into value and to retain 
France in awe, who was soured by the humiliations of 
the war and the sacrifices of peace ; the security of the 
present, and the felicity of the future, loudly called for 
new and prompt pecuniary supplies. 

In this dilemma, the mother country cast her eyes to- 
wards her colonies ; as members of the empire, it was 
just they should contribute to its defence and s)>lendor ; 
this position the provinces of the new world were not 
inclined to controvert; but they had always asserted the 
right of determining on the expediency and extent of the 
contribuuon. It was imagined in Great Britain, that 
the moment of a glorious peace might afford a &vorable 
opportunity of obtaining the acquiescence of the colo- 
nists to a tax imposed by parliament ; accordingly, on 
the tenth of March, the British house of commons re- 
solved upon several duties on imports and exports, to 
and from the British colonies and plantations in America, 
the whole amounting, however, but to an inconsiderable 
sum ; among the other resolutions, one was, that it was 
proper to charge certain stamp duties in the colonies 
dnd plantations; it was a mere abstract proposition^ 
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which was not accompanied by any bill or resolution to 
carry it into practice. 

In the course of the summer, the committee of the 
legislature having contracted with Andrew Stewart for 
the printing of the laws of the province, he set up a press 
in the town of Wilmington. The leisure which this 
measure aflfo^ded to James Pavis, the printer at New- 
bern, induced him to em[Joy his time in the publication 
of a periodic^ paper ; the first number of it made its 
appearance towards the first of June, under the title of 
the North Carolina Magazine, or Universal Intelligencer ; 
it was printed on a demy sheet, in quarto pages, with a 
view to its being bound ; this was the first publication 
of the kind attempted in tne province since its first set- 
tlement, almost a century after the date of the original 
charter ; it was for a great number of years a very jejune 
and vapid paper, filled with long extracts from the works 
of theological writers, or selections firom British maga- 
zines, the want of a regular post office establishment ren- 
dering the news department quite iris^ificant* 

Andrew Stewart was not long in the province, with- 
out imitating Davis's example in this respect ; towards 
the first of September, he issued the first number of the 
North Carolina Gazette and Weekly Post Boy ; the 
town of Wilmington having the advantage of a good na- 
vigation, being often visited by European vessels, and 
having already a regular trade with Charleston, the latter 
paper contained the earlier and more general intelli- 
gence. 

Governor Dobbs having obtained leave of absence, 
WiUiam Tryon, a colonel in the queen's guards, was 
sent over as lieutenant governor of the province ; he 
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reached it late in October, and was qualified at Wilming- 
ton on the 27th of that month* 

The legislative body held its second session at Wil* 
mington, on the 25th ; governor Dobbs, in opening it, 
recommended to the houses to employ the calm, mo-^ 
ments of peace in the improvement of the domestic polity 
of the province, particularly to lay a small tonnage duty 
for the improvement of its navigadon ; and raise a snudl 
fund for the contingent expenses of government, and 
the premium allowed on the exportation of hemp and 
Bax ; he advised, that this might be done by increasing 
the duty on wines and spirituous liquors. 

The lower house expressed their grateful sense of the 
goodness of the Divine Providence, manifested during 
a long and expensive war, . now terminated by a safe, 
glorious and honorable peace. 

They observed, that as the tax on trade, lately im- 
posed by parliament, must tend greatly to the hindrance 
of commerce, and be severely felt by the industrious in- 
habitants of the province, they hoped the bounty grant- 
ed by parliament on the culture of flax and hemp, would 
be thought a sufficient encouragement for those who 
export those articles, and it would be more for the 
interest of the province, to apply the premium granted 
by the late act of assembly, as an encouragement to the 
manu&cture of those commodities ; they thanked the 
governor for the concern he expressed for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the province, and assured him 
that although they saw with regret, their commerce cir- 
cumscribed in its most beneficial branches, diverted from 
its natural channel and burdened with new taxes and 
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impositions, laid upon them without their privity or con- 
sent, and agsunst what they esteemed their inherent right 
and exclusive privilege, nothing should be wanted on 
their part to ease the trader, as far as in their power, of 
the heavy expenses attending the exportation ot their 
commodities, and to remove, as far as possible, every 
incumbrance mth which the commercial interest was 
clogged. The governor thanked them for this ac- 
knowledgment of the goodness of Divine Provi- 
dence, in the conclusion of the war, b^it thought them 
very remiss in their duty in not returning thanks to the 
king, the happy instrument, in the hands of that Provi- 
dence, in accomplishing so happy an event ; he added, 
that as the rest of their address had no reference to, or 
was inconsistent with, what he had recommended to their 
consideration, he would return no answer to it, but he 
knew of no heavy expense attending the exportation of 
the commodities of the province. 

The house of representatives of the province of 
Massachusetts, addressed a representation to the speak- 
ers of the assemblies of all the provinces, on the subject 
of the late proceedings of parUament, in regard to the 
restriction on their trade, the stamp duties, &cc., on 
which the lower house app(»nted a committee, consist- 
ing of their own speaker and four other members, to 
express their concurrence with the sentiments of the 
house of representatives of Massachusetts. 

A sum of one hundred and thirty-three pounds, six 
shillings, was appropriated for an allowance to the post 
master general, for establishing a mail for one year, from 
Suflfolk to the southern boiindary of the province.. 
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The establishment of Fort Granville was discontinue 
ed ; that of Fort Johnston was continued for one year. 

At the' request of the governor, the lower house cau- 
sed a statement to be made, of the different emissions 
of bills of credit and treasury notes, thrown into circula- 
tion since the year 1748, and of the currency called in 
by duties and taxes, and burnt, and it appeared, that the 
amount in circulation was seventy-five thousand and 
thirty -two pounds, four shillings, for the redemption of 
which an annual poll tax of four shillings, and a duty of 
four pence on liquors, were laid. 

A bill, which had been introduced into the upper 
house, for the appointment of a printer to the province, 
having been rejected in the other, the governor commu* 
nicated this circumstance in a message, announcing to 
t^ lower house, that he had appointed Andrew Stewart 
printer to the king, and required them to make provi- 
^on for his salary : the house refused to comply and en« 
tered into a resolution, that they knew of no such office, 
and of no duty, fees or emoluments incident thereto, 
and the appointment was of a new and unusual na- 
ture, unknown to the laws, and a violent stretch of 
power. 

The governor informed the house, by a message, 
that it was the king's undoubted prerogative, to ap- 
point a printer to print his proclamations, the orders of 
government, and his laws ; that, in England, the house 
of commons appointed a printer, to print their votes and 
resolutions only ; that when the printing of the king's 
orders, proclamations and laws, was attended with an 
expense, it was the duty and privilege of the lower 
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house, to raise and provide an adequate sum. He, 
therefore, repeated his request. The house answered, 
they did not deny the king's prerogative; but they 
were of opinion, the appointment of a printer to the pro- 
vince, was the inherent right of the people they repre- 
sented ; and, although they deemed it inconsistent with 
their duty to their constituents, to burden them with 
the salary of an officer, in whose appointment their con- 
currence was unnecessary, they would allow to Andrew 
Stewart, one hundred pounds, as a compensation for 
his trouble and expense in coming to the province, out 
of the contingent fund* 

Very few acts were passed at this session : the court 
laws, which were about expiring, were continued: some 
amendments were made to the pilotage and inspection 
hws. m 

In closing the session, governor Dobbs observed, 
that, it being probable he should meet them again be- 
fore his departure^ he would prorogue them for a short 
time ; and that, in case he received any command from 
the king, he might call them again. He added« it was his 
duty to inform the lower house, that by hasty and in- 
considerate resolutions, suffering themselves to be over- 
ruled by young members, not rightly acquainted with 
the constitution of the mother country, or the colonies, 
they had interfered in the exercise of the executive pow- 
ers, which the king had delegated to the governor, by 
attempting to dispose of moneys, already raised and un- 
appropriated, arising from the surplus of certadn funds, 
and the service for which they were granted. He 
concluded, that in what manner soever this advice was 
received, he should ever tbivk it his duty, to lay the loy- 
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alty of the inhabitants of the province before the king, 
in the most &vorable light. 

In the complimentary addresses, which the announced 
departure of the chief magistrate called from the houses, 
the upper house testified their high sense of the many 
and important services derived to the province, during 
his administration, while the other spoke only of his 
zeal in promoting the rights of the crown : they said 
that his faithful representation of their loyalty, and known 
attachment to their sovereign, was an office of right, to 
which they hoped they were entitled, and from thence 
doubted not of its being faithfully performed. 

On the rise of the legislature, accounts reached the 
town of Wilmington, of some serious disturbances in 
the county of Orange, the cause or pretence of which, 
was stated to t)e, the -exactions of the clerks, registers, 
and some of the attorneys, in requiring illegal and exor- 
bitant fees. Governor Dobbs, with a view to remedy 
thb evil, issued His proclamation, forbidding such illegal 
practices. 

He dd not live to perform his intended voyage ; but 
died at his seat on Town creek, in the county of Bruns- 
wick, near the town of that name, on the 28th of March, 
in the 82d year of his age. 

The gentlemen, who sat in council during governor 
Dobbs' administration, were James Hasell, Mathew 
Rowan, James Murray, Francis Corbin, John Daw- 
son, Lewis H. de Rossett, John Rieusett, James 
Jones, John Swann, John Rutherfurd, Richard Spaight, 
Edward B. Dobbs, Charles Berry, John Sampson, 
Henry E. M'Cullough, Alexander M'CuUough, Wil- 
liam Dry, Robert t'almer and Benjamin Herron. 
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The chief judicial seat wa^ successively filled by 
James Hasell, Peter Henley, and Charles Berry. 
George Nicholas, Joseph Anderson, Charles Elliot, 
and Thomas Ctulds, served in the office of attorney 
general. 



Chalmers'^ Marshall — Records. 



CHAPTER VII. 

William Tryon was qualified^ as commander in 
chief of the province, on the 3d of April, 1765, in the 
town of Wilmington. 

In the latter part of the winter, Geoi^ Whitfidd, a 
celebrated Methodist preacher, visited this province, on 
his way from Charleston to Boston. He preached in 
several of the principal towns, and, generally, to a large 
audience. 

Great riots happened in the county of Mecklenburg, 
in) the beginning of the month of May. Henry £. 
M'CuUough, a member of the council, who acted as 
attorney of George A. Selwyn, who possessed large 
fracts of land in that county, having employed John Fro* 
hock to survey them, a number of armed men, in dis*- 
guise, with their &ces blackened, forcibly compelled him 
to desist. 

The lieutenant governor met the legislative body, on 
its third session, in the town of Wilmington, on the 3d 
of May. 

After a short encomium on his predecessor's ad- 
ministration, he advised the houses to improve the 
hour of tranquility in promoting the internal pol- 
ity of the province: as one of the best means of 
doing so, he recommended a strict inquiry into the 
state of the public funds and an inviolable observ* 
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ance of pdblic engagements. He added, he was 
instructed to request the passage of a bill, making 
a better provision for an orthodox clergy and point* 
ed out the necessity of establishing a clergyman in 
each parish, whose salary should be paid out of the- 
public treasury. He advbed such gentlemen, as 
were members of the church of England, to reflect 
on the present stale of that church in the province, 
and the little prospect there was of its ever being 
properly established, if they any longer suffered 
the clergy of their profession, to lie under so general 
neglect He further added, he grounded his asser« 
tion on the increasing number of sectaries, who, in 
a short time« might find themsslves the majority of 
public assemblies; each of whom, might then possi- 
bly incline to establish his own persuasion, in pre- 
ference to the established religion at home: he ex- 
pressed his hopes that, from these observations, it 
would not be concluded he was an enemy to tolera- 
tion; he professed himself its advocate, but observ- 
ed, he had never heard toleration urged in any 
country, as an argument to exempt dissenters from 
their share of the support of the established church* 

He recommended to the lower house, to make 
some provision to enable the postmaster general to 
establish a line of post roads through the province 
of North Carolina. 

A committee of the legislature was appointed to 
contract with the postmaster general, for conveying 
the mail from Suflfolk to South Carolinat aod an ap- 
propriation was made for that purpose. A clergy 
act was pa8sed» directing the Ghiurch wardens to 
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provide a sufficient glebe and allow a salary of one 
hundred and thirty-three pouuds eighteen shillings 
to a minister in each parish. 

Rumours were prevailing through the continent, 
that the stamp act was passed by parliament, al- 
thou rh it did not receive the king's assent till the 
22d of March; a great ferment ensued: informatioD 
reached the province, of great murmurs among the 
people, principally in New-York and Philadelphia; 
the lieutenant governor, apprehensive that the low* . 
er house were about o enter into some resolutions, 
expressive of their sentiments on that subject, sud- 
denly prorogued the legislature on the 1 8th of May, 
until the 30th of November, to meet at Newbern. 

A general coosternatioii now pervaded the Amer* 
ican provinces. In the city of New*York, the act 
was printed and hawked about the streets, under 
the title of The folly of En^ani ami the ruin of 
America: in that of Philadelphia, the guns at the 
fort and the barracks were found spiked, to the 
great surprise and uneasiness of the inhabitants. 
The legislature of the province of Virginia, beii^ in 
session when accounts of the passage of the bill, 
reached Williamsburg, the house of burgesses took 
this fatal measure into consideration. After pre* 
tnising that the British bouse of commoaa had 
drawn into question, the power ctf the general as* 
sembly of the province, to enact laws for laying 
taxes and imposing duties on the inhabitants, they 
resolved, (in order to fix the true principle of the 
constitution) that the first settlers of the colony of 
Virginia brought with them, and transmitted t» 
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their posterity and all other sobjects of the king, 
residing in the colony, all the rights and privileges 
enjoyed by the people of Great Britain, and their 
rights, in this very important respect, were after- 
wards acknowledged by two royal charters; that 
the colonists had enjoyed the right of being govern- 
ed by their own legislature, in the article of taxes 
and internal polity, a right which they ^never had 
forfeited or yielded up, but which had been con- 
stantly recognized by the king and people of Great 
Britain; that the general assembly of the colony^ 
together with the king's representative, had the ex- 
clusive right to levy taxes and impositions upon the 
inhabitants, and that every attempt to vest such a 
power in any other person or body of men, was ille* 
gal, unconstitutional and unjust, and had a tendency 
to destroy British, as well as American freedom. 

Meetings of the inhabitants of the towns of Eden- 
ton, Newbern and Wilmington, were called, and in 
each, resolutions were entered, expressing their utter 
abhorence of the late measures of the British parlia- 
ment and a hearty concurrence with the sentiments 
expressed by the inhabitants of the northern provin- 
ces. The consternation, thus excited, was increas- 
ed by a renewal of the disturbances, in the county 
of Orange, which had now spread into the adjacent 
county of Granville. The great scarcity of a circu- 
lating medium was now severely felt in those parts 
of the province, distant from the commercial towns, 
and the distresses attending the recovery of coin- 
paratively small sums^ by the expensive process of 
a suit in the superior court, enhanced perhaps by 
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the miscondact of some of the officers, had ex- 
cited murmurs, which were now succeeded by com- 
binations to seek relief and redress. On the 6th of 
June, a paper was circulated at Nutbush, in the 
county of Granville, entitled ^*a serious address to 
the inhabitants of the the county of Granville, con- 
taining a brief narrative of our deplorable situation 
and the wrongs we suffer and some necessary hints 
with respect to a reformation.^' It had for epigraph, 
this line of Pope, save my country, heavenSf shall be 
my lost, the writer was an illiterate man, but the 
sentiments were expressed with clearness, force and 
energy. 

Fn the month of June, the house of representa- 
tives of the province of Massachusetts unanimous- 
ly agreed to propose a meeting of committees of the 
bouses of representatives or burgesses of the sever- 
al British provinces, to consult together, on the 
circumstances of the colonies and the difficulties to 
which they were, or must be reduced, by the opera- 
tion of the acts of parliament, for levying duties and 
taxes on the colonies, and to consider of a general 
united, dutiful, loyal and Humble representation of 
their condition to the king, and to implore relief. 
The speaker was directed to address the speakers 
of the respective assemblies and to inform them 
ibat the. house proposed such a meeting to be held 
in the city of New- York, on the first Tuesday in Oc- 
tober, and had appointed their members to attend 
that service. 

In the town] of Providence, a meeting of the free- 
men was called early in August, *'to confer on such 
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measures^ as should appear to tbem, necessary, relative 
to the stamp act, whereby the darling boast of the British 
North American subjects, which were once deemed in- 
defeasible, must be greatly abridged, if not totally anni-> 
hilated.'* At this meeting, their representatives were 
instructed, strenuously to resist the incroachment. 

Similar steps were, at the same time, taken in the pro- 
vince of South Carolina. 

In the town of Boston, two effigies were found hang, 
ing, on a limb of a great tree, at the southern extrem- 
ity of the town, early in the morning of the 14th of Au- 
gust By the label, listened to one of them, it appear- 
ed designed to represent a stamp officer, the other was a 
jack boot, with a head and horns, peeping out at the top. 
A great concourse of people soon assembled, whose ar« 
dor was much inflamed by that sight. The images were 
taken down, placed on a bier, supported by six men 
and carried in procession, through the town, followed 
by a multitude of people of all ranks, in regular order, 
crying liberty, property, no stamp. They marched to 
a building, lately erected, which was supposed to be in- 
tended for a stamp office and razed it to the ground; 
then taking up the wood work of it, they carried it in 
procession, with the images, to Tree Hill, where they 
demolished the barn and fences: they were about return- 
ing, when the indiscretion of a person within inflamed 
them to such a degree that they entered the house and 
did considerable mischief. 

On the following day, the person, who had been ap- 
pointed stamp master, resigned his office. The popu- 
lace assembled again, intending farther mischief, but 
hearing of this circumstance, proceeded to bis gate, gave 
three cheers and dispersed quietly. 
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In the province of Connecticut, Jared Ingersol, the 
stamp master, was compelled to resign his office. 

On the 27ch of August, the people of the town of 
Newport, in the province of Rhode Island, brought 
forth three effigies in a cart, with halters about their 
necks, to a gallows, about twenty feet lugh, erected near 
the town house^ where they were hanged, cut down and 
burnt, at the acclamations of thousand. On the next 
evening, they assembled again and beset the houses of 
Martin Howard and Thomas Mossat, which they burnt 
and destroyed, with the furniture, leaving them mere 
shells. They proceeded down to the house of Augus- 
tin Johnson, the stamp master, with the intention of de- 
stroying it also, but it being represented to them that it 
was the property of another person, they insisted on hb 
furniture being surrendered to them: they were, how* 
ever, pacified on his resigning his office. Martin How- 
ard and Thomas Mossat, finding the resentment of the 
people highly risen against them, thought their persons 
in danger and sought shelter on board the Syren ship of 
war, in which they sailed for England. 

Early in the month of September, the stamp paper, 
for the use of the provinces of New England, arrived 
at Boston, but governor Barnard, by the advice of the 
council, lodged them in Castle William. This mea- 
sure averted fresh tumults, for the populace had deter- 
mined on making a bonfire of them; and some individ- 
uals expressed great chagrin at the disappointment. 

On the 20th, the lawyers, attending the supreme court 
of New Jersey, at South Ambov, had a meeting, atjthe 
request of the chief justice, and, after protesting against 
all kinds of riotous or indecent behavior, which they 
resolved to discountenance, by all means in their power, 
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determined, by an absolute refusal to make use of the 
stamps and other quiet methods, to endeavor to procure 
the rq>eal of the act. 

The legislature of the province of Maryland met in 
the latter part of the month of September, but the con- 
fused situation of the country prevented them from en- 
tering on business* The lower house appointed a com- 
mittee, according to the recommendation of the house of 
representatives of the province of Massachusetts, and 
entered into a number of resolutions, nearly in the same 
spirit as those of the house of burgesses, of the province 
of Virginia. 

On the 5th of October, the stamps, for the use of the 
province of Pennsylvania, reached the port of Philadel- 
phia. The ship which brought them, had stopped for a 
' while at New Castle, under the protection of a ship of 
war, which came up with her. As soon as these ships 
appeared round Gloucester point, all the vessels in the 
harbor hoisted their colors half staff high; the bells were 
muf&ed and kept tolling till the evening; every counter- 
nance adding to the appearance of sincere mourning. 
At four o'clock in the afternoon, several thousand citi- 
zens met round the state house, to consult on the means 
of preventing the execution of the stamp act. It was 
agreed to send a deputation of five persons, to John 
Hughes, the stamp master, who was confined to bed by 
sickness, to request he would resign his office. He rea- 
dily declared, that no act of his would assist in carrying 
the act into effect, till it was generally complied with. 
When the committee returned to the state house and 
made their report, the citizens were enraged and could, 
with great difficulty, be prevailed on not to proceed 
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to violent measures, not^vithstanding the committee 
represented the stamp master, as at the point of 
death. However, yielding to the compassion which 
this circumstance excited, thej determined on mak** 
ing their application in writing and giving their 
townsman some time to determine on his reply. 
Accordin^y, on the Monday following, the commit^ 
tee, who had again called on himu brought his writ- 
ten declaration, that he had not bithertot taken any 
step, tending to put the late act of parliament into 
effect within the province, or in any of the coun- 
ties of New Castle, Kent and Sussex, to which his 
commission extended, and that he would not, either 
by himself or his deputies, do any thing, that should 
have the least tendency to put the act into execu. 
tion, unless it was generally carried into effect in 
the neighboriiig colonies. On this, the people qui- 
etly dispersed. 

A congress, formed of a committee from the dif- 
ferent provinces, except those of New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, North Carolina and Geoi^^a, met, ac- 
cording to the recommendation of the fa^use of re- 
presentatives of the province of Massachusetts: that 
of North Carolina was not represented, the lower 
house not having had an opportunity of choosing 
members; and, most likely, the absence of gentle- 
men from the other provinces, unrepresented, was 
owing to the same cause. 

The congress, consisting of twenty-seven mem- 
bers, prepared and forwarded addresses to the king 
and each of the houses of parliament, and formed 
and subscribed an instrmneBtt which tbey dignified 

H. CARO. IX. 26 



aat CHAPTER [ned 

witb the appellation of ^^a declaration <^ the rights 
and grievances of their constituents.^ 

In the preamble, the congress stated, that, sin* 
cerely devoted, with the warmest sentiments of st- 
fection and duty, to the king^s person and govern- 
ment and inviolably attached to the actual estab* 
lishment of the protectant succession, and^ with 
minds, deeply impressed by a sense of the present 
and impending misfortunes of the Brittsli colonies 
on the continent, having considered as maturely as 
time would permit, the circumstance of the colonies^ 
they esteemed it their indispetisable duty, to make a 
bumble declaration of their opinions; respecting the 
most essential rights and liberties of the colonists 
and of the grievances they labored under, by reason 
of several late acts of parliament. 

They declared, that the colonists owed allegiance to 
the crown, and all due subnussion to the twii houses of 
parliament, and were entitled to all the rights of sub- 
jects bom withm the realm ; that it was essential to the 
freedom of a people, to be taxed only with their own con- 
sent ; that the colonies neither were, nor could, from 
their local circumstances, be represented in the British 
house of commons, and, consequently, thdr only repie- 
tontatives were in the odony legislatures ; and, except 
by them, no tax had ever been, nor ever could be impo- 
sed on them; that supplies being gifts, the commons of 
Great Britain could not, constitutionally, grant away the 
property of the colonists ; that the trial by jury, was 
a right of the subject ; that the stamp act, and theotber 
late acts of parliament, tended to subvert that right; that 
tli» duties lately imposed were grievances^ and the pay- 
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ment of them impracdcable ; that the profits of the 
commeroe of the colonies centering in Great Britain, 
they, thereby, hrgdy contributed to all supplies ; thai 
the late parliamentary restrictions, prevented them from 
purchasing the manuGK:tures of Great Britain ; that the 
prosperity of the colonies dependoi on the enjoyment 
of dieir rights, and a mutual beneficial intercourse, with 
the mother countrjr; that it was the right of the sabject, 
Co petition king, lords and commons, and the duty of 
die congress, by a loyal and dutiful address to the kkigi 
and a humble application to both houses of patfiameut, 
to procure the repeal of the stamp act, and others re-^ 
stricting trade, and exteading the jurisdictioa of the 
admiralty. 

Oathe 22d of October, the stamp paper, for the pro- 
vince of >few York, was received: die same demon* 
sirations of grief and mourning were ezhitnted on thb 
occasion, as in the other provinces. Lieutenant goirer* 
nor Coklen sent to Mr. M*£ver, to take care of die 
papers; but he declined having any thing to do widi 
them: they were lodged in Fort George. 

In the last week of October, George Mercer, distri- 
buter of the stamps, for the province of Virginia, laiHkd 
al Hampton. He met with some rude treatment from 
the mob, who, by the mterposidon of some influential 
gentleroeB, were prev ailed on to disperse witkoot any iH 
oonsequenoes following. When he arrived in Wil* 
fiamsbnrg, as he was waking towards the capitd, on 
Us wuy to the govemor^s, be was aceosled by a number 
of gen^emen from dUferent parts of the pravinoe, (dK 
general c<kuvt bang then sitting) who insisted on his 
immediately satiafying the company, which wascoo* 
sfeantly jacRfoingy wtaedier he ioteodollD enter qadK 
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duties of hfs office. Seeing himself completely sur* 
rounded, he answered, that any reply he might then 
make would beauributed to fear, and begged to be al* 
lowed to wait on. the governor and council, in order to 
obt^ correct information of the sentiments of the col- 
ony, and afterwards meet his countrymen and give them 
an answer. This seemed to give satisfaction, and he 
was accompanied to the coffee-house, where the gover- 
nor, most ciibt council and a great number of other 
gentlemen, were assembled. The crowd, in the mean 
while, increased, and growing impatient, in»sted on a 
more speedy and satisfactory answer^ declaring they 
would not disperse till it was obtained : upon which, 
George Mercer coming forward, and promising a cale- 
gorical answer, by five o'clock the next evenbg : he 
met with no furdier molestation. 

At. the time app<nnted, he was met at the.capitol by 
a vast concourse of people, among whom were the 
principal merchants in the colony, when a committee, 
chosen for the purpose, informed him, he was then to 
look upon himself as in the presence of the colony, and 
demanded the answerhe had, on the preceding day, pio« 
mised them. He then addressed the meeting, in a 
speech of considerable length, and concluded he would 
have been glad, to have had it in his power to have acted 
in such a manner, as would have justified him to lus 
friends and countrymen, in the province, and to the per- 
sons fiom whom he derived his appointment ; but the 
time aUowed to him was so short, that he had not been 
able todiscover that happy medium. He therefore, en* 
treated the gentiemen present, to be referred to his fu- 
ture conduct, with this assurance, that he would not, 
directly or indvtctly, by himsdf or his deputies, pro- 
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oeed in the ezccauon of the act, until he reodved fur- 
ther orders firom England, and nol then* without the as- 
sent of the general assembly of the province. This de- 
daration gave so general a satisfiM:tion, that he was im- 
mediately bom out of the ca|Ntol gate, amid the accla- 
mations of all persons present, and carried to the cofiee- 
house, where an elegant entertainment was provided. 
On his arrival, the accbmations redoubled, drums beat, 
French horns and other musical instruments sounding. 
At lught the beUs were set a ringing, and the whole town 



In the despatches of general* Conway, the secretary 
of state to governor Fanquin, in answer to the commu* 
nication wluch caused the resolutions, of the 29th of 
May, die general observed, that the nature of the thing 
induced a persuasion^ that these ill advised reaotutionsy 
owed their birth to the violence of some in^viduals^ 
who, takiqg advantage of a thin assembly, so fiur pre* 
vailed, as to pubtish their own uninformed opinion to 
the woridv as the sentiments of the colony : and the 
king's servants persuaded themselves, that» when a full 
assembly ahould calmly and maturely ddiberate upon 
these resolutions, they would see, and be themselves 
alarmed at the dangerous tendency and miscluevous con* 
sequences, both to the mother oountry and the colonies. 

In the province of North Carolina, the people, at all 
thdr public meetings, manifested thdr high approbation 
of the proceedings of the inhabitants of the odier pro- 
vinces ; and lieutenant governor Tryon, jud^^g from 
the temper of the peo|ile that it would be unsafe and 
dangerous, to allow them the opportunity of expressing 
their feelings, by allowing a session of the legislative 
body, in these days of ferment, on the 25th of October, 
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issued his proclamation to prorog;oe the general asaem* 
bly, which was to have met on the SOth of November, ti& 
the 12th of March, assignini; as a reason for this stop, 
that there appeared to be no immediate necesuty for their 
meeting at that time. 

On the 21$t of October, the merchants of the city of 
New York, came to a resolution, that in all the orders 
thqr should send to Great Britain, for any goods what- 
ever, they would direct them not to be shipped, unless 
the stamp act was repeded : to countermand all orders 
already sent out, except on the above contingency: not 
to sell any goods, sent on commission, after the 1st of 
January, 1766, except on the same contingency. 
These resolutions were to be binding, until abrogated 
at a future general meeting. Two hundred of the prio- 
cqial persons in trade subscribed them. In conse- 
quenoe of this, the shop keepers and retailers, sulMcri- 
bed an obiigatbn, not to purchase any goods shipped 
from Grreat Britain, after the first day of January, 1766, 
unless the sump act was repeated. 

At Portsmouth, in the province of Nfew Hampshire, 
the mhabitants being informed, that Messenie, the 
stamp master, intended, notwithstanding a verbal resig- 
nation of the office, to proceed to the distribution of the 
stamps, went to him to the plains, a place at the distJlncc 
of about two miles from the town, where he had met 
the king's council, and there judge Warren, one of the 
council, administered an oath to l^m, that he would not 
execute his office in any part of the province. This 
measure, and the assurances, given by the council, that 
the stamps wouW remain unopened, satisfied the peo- 
ple, who dispersed quietly. 
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On the 1st of November, the day on which the 
stamp act was to be in operation^ the inhatiitants of the 
city of Ncw^York, obsenring unusual movements in 
the fort, were much dbpleaaed and alarmed. In the 
evening they assembled in great numbers, and, preceded 
by men bearing lighted torches, mai:ched to the fort, 
ivfaere they broke open the stables and took out lieuien* 
ant governor Colden's carriage, and drove it through 
the city in triumph, to the commons, where a gaUowa' 
had been erected ; and an effigy of the lieutenant go- 
vernor, with a label on its breast and a drum on its 
back, was hung at one end, and a figure of the devil at 
the other. They then ntiarched with the carriage, gd* 
lows and effigies, in grand procession, to the gate of the 
fort, and thence to the bowling gfeen, under the muxzle 
of the cannons, where iJl was consumed in a bonfirst 
amidst the acclamations of several thousands. 

On the next evening, it being reported that the lieu* 
tenant governor had qualified as stamp master, the peo« . 
pie assembled again, determined to march to the fort and 
obtain, either adedaradon, that he woukl not distribute 
the stamps, or that they should be delivered into their 
hands. Lieutenant governor Colden, having received 
information of this, published a declaration, that he woukl 
have nothing to do with the stamps; but leave it to Sir 
Henry Moore, who had lately been appointed governor 
of the province, to act as he pleased, on his arrival. Still 
the people remained unsatisfied, and, gathering before 
the lieutenant governor's house, insisted on the stamps 
being delivered out of the fort, threatening, in case of 
bis refusal, to go and take them out by force. On this, 
captain Kennedy, of the king's ship Coventry, was ap- 
plied to, on the part of the lieutenant governor, to re- 
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ceivethem on board; but he absolutely refuaed. At 
lengthy after much negotiation, on the 5tb, they were de* 
livered to the corporationi and lodged in the city hall, to 
the great joy of the people, During this commotion, 
which lasted for several days, all the cannons on Copsey 
battery, the king's yard, and all others belonging to 
the merchants, Were spiked, to prevent the populaoe 
making use of them to obtain the stamps. 

On the 7th of November, the marchants and shop- 
keepers, of the city of Philadelphia, entered into an as- 
sociation, with regard to a commercial non intercourse, 
as had been done a few days before at New- York. 
The example of the two principal trading cities was 
pretty generally followed throughout the provinces. 

During the months of November and December, 
days of general thanksgiving and prayer for the success 
of the opposition to the stamp act, through the colonies, 
were observed in most of the provinces. 

Towards Christmas, lieutenant governor Tryon re- 
ceived a commission of governor^ captain general and 
commander in chief. This circumstance afforded an 
opportunity of preventing an early meeting of the legis- 
lative body. This was done by a dissolution of the 
general assembly, by proclamation on the 21st. The 
qualification of the chief magistrate, under his new 
commission, was laid in this instrument, to make it ne« 
cessary that the present assembly should be dissolved. 

The governor received, with the testimonial of his 
promotion, a circular despatch from general Conway, 
in which the secretary, after expressing the great con- 
cern with which government had heard of the distur- 
bances iu America, expressed his hope, that the want 
of confidence in the justice and tenderness of the mother 
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country, manifested by the colonies in their open re- 
sistance to her authority, could only have found place 
among the lower and more ignorant part of the people, 
and the better and wiser would know, that decency 
and submission might prevail, not only to redress griev- 
ances, but to obtain grace and favor, while the out* 
rage of public violence could expect nothing but severity 
and chastisement. These sentiments, the governor and 
other servants of the king, were instructed to excite and 
encourage. They were directed to call on the people,' 
not to render their case desperate, and, in the strongest 
colours, to represent to them the dreadful consequences 
that must inevitably attend the forcible and violent re- 
sistance to acts of the British parliament, and the scenes 
of calamity among themselves and of mutual weakness 
and dissatisfaction to both countties, inseparable from 
such a conduct. The secretary added, that if by lenient 
and persuasive methods, the governors could contribute 
to restore peace and tranquility to the provinces over 
which they presided, they would do an acceptable ser- 
vice to their country; but, having taken every step, which 
the utmost prudence and lenity couid dictate, in com- 
pasdon to the folly and ignorance of some misguided 
people, they ought not to fail, on the other hand, in using 
Aeir utmost power for repelling all acts of violence and 
outrage, and to provide for the maintenance cf peace 
and good order in the province, by such timely exertion 
of force, as the occasion might require. For that pur- 
pose the secretary added, that early application should 
be made to general Gage or lord Colville, the comman- 
ders in chief of the land and navdi forces in North Ame- 
rica. 
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In the latter part 6f tbe year, the Britbh empire, on 
the American continent , was divided into two dbtricts, 
northern and southern, by the river Potomac and a due 
west line drawn frotn the head of that river. ^ sur- 
veyor general was appointed in eacii district^ who was 
desired to make several surveys of the coast and rivers, 
in order to facilitate the navigation and promote the 
speedy settlement of the newly acquired territory* 
William de Brahm wai appointed in tbe southern dis- 
trict. 

At the meeting of parliament, in January, 1766, Wm. 
Pitt, afterwards lord Chatham, expressed his opinion, 
that the stamp act be repealed absolutely^ totally and 
immediaUly^ and the reason for the repeal be assigned 
was, because it was founded on an erroneous principle; at 
the same time that the sovereign authority of Great Brit- 
am over the colonies be asserted, in as strong term$ as 
can be devised, and be made to extend to every point of 
legislation whatever, that parliament may bind their 
trade, confine their manufactures and exercise every 
power, but that of taking their money, out of thdr 
pockets, without their consent. 

Early in the year, the sloop of war, the Diligence, ar- 
rived in the river Cape Fear, having on board the 
stamp paper, destined for the use of tbe province, and on 
the 6th of January, the governor issued a proclamation, 
announcing this circumstance and calling on all persotis, 
authorized to act as distributors of the stamps, to make 
application therefor, to the commander of the sloop. 
But on the first notice of the approach of this vessel, 
colonel John Ashe, of the county of New Hanover and 
colonel Waddle, of the county of Brunswick, having 
embodied the militia of those counties, marched at the 
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head of them to the town of Branswick, before which 
she was anchored and notified the commander of their 
determifiation to resist the landing of their stamps. It 
was judged best not to make the attempt. A party was 
left to watch the motions of the sloop and the rest of the 
small army marched to the town of Wilmington, car- 
rying with them one of her boats. Having fixed a mast 
in her with a flag, they hoisted her on a cart and drove 
triumphantly through the streets; the inhabitants all 
joining in the procession: at night the town was illumi- 
nated. On the next day, a great concourse of people, 
headed by colonel Ashe, proceeded to the governor's 
house and demanded to speak with James Houston, one 
of the council, who had been appointed stamp master 
for the province. The governor, at first, declared his 
intention not to allow it, unless Houston would come 
willingly: but the people threatened to set fire to the 
house and proceeded to make preparations therefor* 
The governor desired the colonel to step in and talk 
with the stamp master, who, finding, that he could not 
act in his oftce, without rendering himsdf obnoxious to 
the people, voluntarily accompanied the colonel to the 
street and, followed by a great concourse of people, pro- 
ceeded to the market place, where he took a solemn 
oath not to proceed on th^ duties of his office. On 
winch, the people gave three cheers, and conducted lum 
back to the governor's. 

In the latter part of the month of February, there be- 
ing a general muster in the town of Wilmington, the 
governor, with a view to please the militia, caused an ox 
to be barbecued and had a few barrels of beer unheaded; 
but the people, displeased with his endeavors to coun- 
teract thdr opposition to the stamp act, threw the roast- 
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edox into the river and spilled the beer on the ground.. 
This behavbur excited the resentment of the officers aoA 
nen of the sloop of war, and a general fij^ht ensued* the 
riot was contiDued for several days and one of the offi- 
cers was killed in a duel. The governor caused the 
offender to be apprehended and gave orders for his pro- 
secution. He was acquitted by the jury. Chagrined 
at this di:>appointment, the governor charged chief jus< 
tice Berry, who had presided at the trial, with having fa- 
voured the defendant; and, although the chief justice 
stooped so far as to send him his notes of the testimony^ 
the governor persisted in declaring that the trial had not 
been fairly conducted. The chief justice soon after 
went to Edcnton, where he received a summons to at- 
tend on the council board. He bad been so much 
afectedby the governor's repioof, that he took it for 
granted, that the council was called for the purpose of 
suspending bink He called on a gentleman of the bar,, 
and imparting his fear, begged him to accompany him 
to the council, but other avocations prohibiting a com- 
pliance, he set off aloiie. On his arrival in town, he 
wuted on the governor, as was customary for the mem- 
bers of the council to do, and was received with coldness. 
Con&nned by this reception, in the idea he had formed* 
be refused to yield to the opinions his colleagues gave 
him that the council was called or the ordinary business 
of the province, and returning to his lodgings, fired a 
pistol in his own mouth; the Sre not proving m(»tat, be 
took out Eus pen-knife and, ripping o[)en his belly, drew 
out part of his entr^ and soon after expired. 

Writs of election had been issued, soon after the dis-, 
solution of the general assembly, in December, and the 
new legislative body was to asKinble on the 23d cf 
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April, the governor, apprehending danger from their 
convening, while the public mind was in irritation, on 
the 26th of February prorogued the general assembly to 
the 30th of October. 

In the month of March, the British parliament yield- 
ing to the vdce the nation, the stamp act was repeal- 
ed. 

That the ministry might not seem wanting in their en- 
deavors to preserve the authority of the parent country, 
with the repelling act, another was passed to indemnify 
those who, on its account, had incurred penalties, and 
the American provinces were required to compensate 
the individuals, who had suffered from their obedience to 
government, during the commotions, which the attempt 
to carry the act into effect had excited. . A statute was 
also passed for a formal declaration of the supremacy of 
the parent state and the dependence of the colonies. The 
resolutions, orders and votes of the colonial assemblies 
denying this supremacy and dependence, and the power 
of the British parliament to lay taxes in the colonies, 
were declared null and void, illegal, derogatary to the 
legislative authority of the mother country and the de- 
pendence of the provinces upon the crown. 

On the 13th of June, the governor received a des* 
patch from general Conway, of the 21st of March, 
with copies of two acts of parliament; the first for 
securing the due dependency of the colonies on the 
mother country, . the other for the repeal of the act of 
hst session, granting certain stamp duties in America, 
expressing a hope to have soon to forward a third, 
for the indemnity of such persons* as had bcurred the 
penalties impossed by the repealed act. 



214 CHAPTER fl766 

The secretaiy observed that, the moderation, the for- 
bearance and the unexampled lenity and tenderness of 
parliament towards the colonies, which were so signally 
displayed in those acts, could but dispose the pro- 
vince, committed to the governor's care, to a return 
of cheerful obedience to the biws and legislative author- 
ity of Great Britain, and to those sentiments of respect- 
ful gratitude to the mother country, which were natural, 
and which the secretary expected would be the entire 
effect of so much grace and condescension, so recently 
manifested on the part of his majesty's parliament. 

He added, that the future happiness and prosperity 
of the colonies would very much depend on the testi- 
monies they would give of these dispositions; for, as a 
dutiful and a£&ctionate return for these peculiar proofs of 
indulgence and affection, might, at this great crisis, be a 
means of fixing the mutual interest and melioration of 
Great Britain and her colonies on the most firm founda- 
tion; it could not but appear visible, that the coolness or 
unthankfulness, the least murmuring or dissatisfaction 
on any ground whatever, too much heat or too much 
prevailing prejudice, might totally endanger the union, 
and give the most severe and aflfecting blow to the fu- 
ture interests of both countries. 

He said that, so full of true magnanimity 'were the 
sentiments of the king and of parliament, so free from the 
smallest colour of passion or prejudice, that they seem- 
ed disposed not only to forgive, but to forget those ve- 
ry unjustifiable marks of an undutiful disposition, too 
frequent in the late transactions of the colonies; and 
consequently a revision of the late American trade 
laws was to be the immediate object of the attention 
of parliament, so as to give to the trade and interest of 



«• 



1766J TH£ SEVENTH. 316 

the colonies every relief which the true state of their 
circumstances demanded or admitted. 

He added, that nothing would tend more effectually 
to every conciliatory purpose, and there was nothing 
which he had in command more earnestly to request 
from the governor, than t^t he would exert himself 
in recommeding it strongly to the assembly, that a 
fiill and ample compensation be made to those who from 
the madness of the people had suffered for their obedience 
to acts of the British legislature, and to request that 
the governor might be particularly attentive that such 
persons be effectually secured from any further in- 
sult, and that he should take care, by lus example and 
influence, that they might be treated with that respect to 
their persons, and that justice m regard to all their pre- 
tentions, which d[ieir merits and sufferings claimed. 

In performance of the directions of the minister, on 
the governor's report of the disturbances in the county 
of Granville, which now began to spread into those of 
Orange and Anson, a proclamation was issued, in the 
king's name, on the 25th of June, stating that great com- 
plaints had been received, and exorbitant fees were 
demanded in several offices in the province, to the great 
dishonor of the king's services and the prejudice of his 
subjects, strictly charging all public officers whatever, 
fo restrain themselves to the fees authorized by law, 
and the same day, the governor, by proclamation, an* 
nounced the repeal of the stamp act, expressing his hope 
that the inhabitants of the province would return to a 
cheerful obedience to the legislative authority of Great 
Britain, on which the future prosperity of the colonies 
greatly depended. 
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On die 526th of June, the mayor, recorder and alder- 
men of Wilmington, presented an address to governor 
Tryon, congracuhung him on the repeal of the stamp 
act and on the happy prospect of the union and har- 
mony, thereby established between the colonies and the 
mother country. They expressed their most respect- 
ful acknowledgments to the supreme legislature of 
Great Britain for their care and attention in protecting 
the inhabitants of his majesty's extensive American do- 
minions, in the enjoyment of that inestimable blessings 
liberty, and releasing them from a burden they were un- 
able to bear. 

The address concluded by expressing great concern, 
on the many misrepresentations that had been made to 
the governor of the transactions of the inhabitants of 
Wilmington and several of the adjacent counties, since 
the arrival of the stamps. 

The governor expressed himself at a loss how to 
answer the latter part of the address, and declared that 
the impression, he had received of the conduct of the 
inhabitants of the borough, arose from a behaviour that 
came, immediately, under his own observation. 

This produced a letter from the mayor, John De 
Rosset and several gentlemen of the borough, nine- 
teen in number, who expressed the extreme sorrow 
they felt at some expressions in the governor's answer, 
which might be construed to charge the borough, witli 
some marks of intentional disrespect, which they dis- 
claimed, and should sincerely condemn, as inconsistent 
with the dutiful affection towards the king's represen- 
tative, which they should always cultivate, with the 
grateful return of sentiment which his personal merit 
justly claimed. 
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Tbey concluded that if, oppressed by the late act» 
some commotions of the country seemed to threaten a 
departure from moderation^ the governor^ they hoped, 
would not impute those transactions to any odier motive, 
than a conviction that moderatbn ceases. to be a virtue, 
when tiie liberty of the Briti^ subject i^ in danger; 
but the greater thedanger was, the more reason they 
had to applaud the honest justice of the British parlta** 
ment, whose prudent resolutions had relieved them from 
the melancholy dilemma to wluch they were reduced. 

The governor replied, that, as this letter had removed 
those asperuons, he fdt they had thrown on his character 
in the late address, he was now willing to forget every 
impropriety of conduct, any of the subscribera and the 
town of Wilmington had shown personally towards him, 
in the late commotion* 

During the session of the court of the county of Or- 
ange, in. the month of August, a number of persons 
came into the court house and presented to the justices 
a paper which they directed the clerk to read. It stated, 
tint **great good might come out of the great designed 
evil, the stamp law, and that, whilst the sons of freedom 
withstood the lords of parliament, in behalf of true liber- 
ty, the officers under tbem ought not carry on an unjust 
oppres»on in the province; that in order thereto, as 
thore were' many evils complained of in die county of 
Orange, they ought to be redressed, and, if there were 
none, jealousy ought to be removed from the minds of 
the people.*^ The writer then proposed that, ''there 
should be a meeting of the people, in each captain's com* 
pany, for the purpose of appointing one or more peraons 
to attend a genend meeting on the Monday before the 
next court of the county, at a suitable place, where there 
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should be no liquor; in order judiciously to mquire 
whether the freemen of the county labored under any 
abuse of power» that the opinion of the deputies -should 
be cotn nutted to writing, freely conversed upon and 
measures taken for amendment." 

The proposition was deemed reasonable and a gen* 
eral meeting was directed to be held on the 10th of Oc« 
tober at Maddock's mills. 

On the 20tb of August, the company on Deep river, 
after having appointed their deputies, entered into a res^ 
olution, ^*that the representatives of the county in the 
general assembly, vestrymen, sheriff and other oflB:cers 
be requested to attend the meeUng at Maddock's mill to 
aiK>rd them ail the information in their power, as they 
valued the good will of every honest freeholder, and the 
executing of a public office pleasant and delightsome;*^ 

On the 10th of October, delegates from the different 
Gf^tains' companies met at the miU> but nc»ie of the offi-» 
cers of the county attended. Towards the evening, 
James Watson, one of the representadves in the general 
ttsembly, appeared: he brought a message firom Ed^ 
inund Fanning, his colleague, by which he informed 
. the meeting, *'it had been his intention of attending 
them, till a day or two ago, when he observed in the 
notice from the meeting at Deep river, the word judi" 
dousfyf which signified the authority of a courti. 
concluding, after some other objection, particularly on 
the impropriety of the place, he considered their assem- 
bhgt as an insurrection.'^ 

The meeting then came to a resolution, expressive of 
the advantage that wtMild accrue to the county, ii the 
representatives, vestrymen, church wardens, sheriff and 
xHher officers would yearly atlend the delegates, chosen by 
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the people, in different sections of the country, in order 
to majce themaelves acquainted with the wishes and opin- 
ions of the perple, in matters of weight and importance; 
lamenting, that one of the representatives only, had at* 
tended, and concluding, that if they were inclined to coqp- 
&r with the delegates chosen, they would be attended on, 
at any place and time they might desire. 

A subscription was set on foot, and ^fty pounds were 
collected for defraying the expenses of such suits, as it 
might be necessary to bring, for the purpose of redress^ 
ing the grievances of the people. 

The new legisl itive body began its first sessioDi 
at Newbern, on the 3d day of November. In ad- 
dressmg the houses, the governor attributed the 
long chasm in the proceedings of the legislature, to 
many evident reasons; none of which, he chose par- 
ticularly to state. He laid before them, the late 
acts of the British parliament, which related to the 
colonies, and the votes of the houpe of commonS| oa 
the proceedings of the colonial assemblies, on the 
subject of the stamp act: he expressed bis hopoi 
that the moderation and paternal care of the king 
and the unbounded lenity of parliament, signally dis- 
played in those acts, would dispose the inhabitants 
cf the province to a most cheerful obedience to the 
legislative authority of Great Britain, and to senti- 
ments of the most respectful gratitude: he added, 
he was authorised to say, that so truly magnanimous 
were the sentiments of the king and pariiament, and 
so free from the smallest spark of passion or prej u- 
dioe,that they appeared diBposed,not only to forgive, 
kut to £>rget the iQarka of an undotiful di9positiont 
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manifested in the late transactions of the colonies. 
Aoimated by these glorious sentiments, he was hap- 
py to foU^w examples so shining, in regard to 
the late distractions be bad witnessed; he drew the 
attention of the legislatifre to the inadequacy of the 
emoluments of sherifls and the disproportion be^ 
tween them and the services they were expected 
to render, and recommended to their consideration 
the state of the public funds, and that some mode 
might be devised to obtain, from the treasurers^ 
accounts^ specifying the receipts and expenditures 
for the ordinary and contingent services, the balan- 
ces in their hands and a statement of those, due 
from the collectors of public moneys that order and 
certainty might be introduced into the fiscal depart- 
ment and an injustice prevented to some counties^ 
which were compelled to share the deficiencies of 
others, in which taxes were but partially collected 
or accounted for. 

He informed them^ that their resolution for the es- 
tablishment of Fort Johnson, having expired, he had 
ordered a continuance of the establishment, and 
some necessary repairs to the work, upon the ciredk 
of the province: the artillery and stores, being too 
valuable not to claim attention; he advised an in- 
crease of the establishment* 

He observed, that the court system had, on experi- 
ence, proved a valuable one, and seemed to want noth- 
ing but a greater degree of permanency and handsome 
salaries to the associate justices. 

The lower house replied, they were truly sorry, that 
any reason whatever should have prevented him from 
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meeting^^the legislature sooner; the alarming tendency 
of the stamp act and die reproachful terms of rioters and 
rebeb, which had been liberally bestowed on the king's 
fiuthfiil American subjects, rendering it, in their opinion, 
highly expedient, that the house should have been con- 
vened sooner. In times of public calamity and dis- 
tress, when the loyalty and attachment of a whole pto^ 
vince, to the king's person and government, were ques- 
tioned, no measure could be more particuhriy necessary 
to its honor and interest, than to afford it the opportunity 
of testifying its duty and all^iance to die crown and im- 
ploring a redress of the grievances, with which it was 
oppressed. 

They gratefully acknowledged the tender and paternal 
care of the king and the wisdom and justice of parlia* 
ment, to which they attributed the repeal of the stamp 
act, a ineasure wluch had restored peace and tranquility 
to the continent, and effectually secured its warmest 
affection to the niother country. 

They assured the governor, that they would esteem 
it a great happiness to have it in their power to concur 
with their sister colonies, in testifying an inviolable at- 
tachment to the person of their sovereign and a just and 
dutiful dependence on his government; but th^ said it 
was the peculiar misfortune of the province of North 
Carolina, to be deprived of those means to which it 
had an unquestionable right, and which the other pro- 
vinces peaceably enjoyed, of making known their dutiful 
dispositions; and, if they were wanting in the general 
sufliage, they hoped censure would fidl on those whose 
indiscretion was the cause of it. They observed, that 
in every other part of the king's American dominions, 
where the constitution was similar to that of the pro- 
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vince, the representatives of the people enjo3red the priv« 
liege of naming an agent, to represent their loyalty to 
the king and to implore his protection: the concurrence 
of the other two branches of the legislature being con- 
sidered as necessary only to give a sanction to the nom- 
ination; a privilege which, with that of naming the 
treasurers by the people of the province, was deemed, 
by the members of the king^s council, a circumsttince 
which they greatly feared, might be followed by conse- 
quences fatal to public tranquility. They expressed a 
hope, that the governor woukl exert ev.ery practicable 
endeavor to restore the people to their rights and privi* 
leges in this respect. 

They expressed their deep concern to hear the colo- 
nies charged with marks of an undutiful disposition and 
persuaded themselves, that the conduct of the colonies 
and the province, had bem influenced by nothing but 
their loyalty to the king, their attachment to the consti- 
tion and tender regard for the liberty it was made to se- 
cure, and that their conduct would have been viewed 
in this light, had not those who were strangers to the true 
interest of Great Britam and her colonies, ingenuously 
represented it, in England, as resulting from diaafiection 
to the crown and a desire of independoice on the mother 
country 

They declared they had nothing more at heart than 
to see the seat of justice and every office in the province 
filled with able men; for such, they had ever been ready 
to provide adequate salaries; but, for the present, they 
were fearful the scarcity of currency and the heavy taxes 
with wluch their constituents were burdened, woukl 
put it out of their power to make that provision which 
was recommended to them. 
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The governor repfied, he would forbear entering into 
all the parts of their address, lest he should be thought to 
deviate from the principles of generosity he had profess- 
ed to pattern from the king and parliament* He declar- 
ed himself an utter stranger to the reproachful and de- 
testable appdladon of rebeb, which was said to have been 
liberally given to the king^s subjects on the continent, 
and the ingenuous misrepresentations made in England, 
to wluch the house referred* 

He observed, that the irregularity in the choice of an 
agent, for the administration of the affiurs of the colony, 
had long been a matter of complaint and difficulty, both 
in the province and in England; and, although he could 
not agree with the house that the appointment of the two 
other branches of the legislature was merely by way of 
sanction, with the view of manifesting his desire to pre- 
serve the tranquility of the province, until the king's 
pleasure in this respect was known, he would be found 
ready to concur witti the houses in the appointment of 
an agent and treasurer, and he trusted the coundl would 
act with the same Bberality. He added, he could wisb 
die province, and the house in particular, might con- 
consider him as their agent, in every hudable action or 
beneficial measure, which circumstances required or 
admitted. 

The upper house took into consideration the address 
of the lower house to the governor, and voted, that the 
assertion, that the want of a treasurer and agent, was ow- 
ing to die indiscretion of thf upper house, was indecent, 
unjustifiable, and highly derogatory of the honor of the 
house. 

That the approbation of the upper house, to a colo- 
ny agent, was neoeasary and proper; but that the fai- 
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lure of the late agent bill, was owing to the refusal of al- 
lowing the upper house its proper weight and influ- 
ence, in the committee of correspondence. 

They asserted their right to the nominati<^ and ap- 
pointment of treasurers. 

When sitting at the council board, the members ex« 
pressed their opinion, that the charges in the address of 
the lower house, relating to the governor's conduct, 
were altogether indecent, without foundation, and un- 
merited; md that the governor, in his answer, had con- 
ducted himself with great propriety, and the coolest 
dictates of moderation. 

A bill being introduced, for the appointment of a trea- 
surer for the southern district, the upper house substi- 
tuted the name of one of their members (L. H. de Ros- 
set) for that of the former speaker of the lower house, 
John Ashe, who had been nominated there. When the 
bill returned, the lower house reinstated the latter name: 
the upper house insisted on their amendment, observing, 
that their passing of the bill a^ it was sent up, might be 
considered as a relinquishment of the joint right of nomi- 
nation: the lower house replied, they could not consent to 
the proposal, neither could they recede from the ^pi- 
nion,, that the right of. nominating the treasurer was in 
them; but they were willing that the passage of the bill, 
should not be considered, as a precedent invalidating 
tbe claim of the upper house, if they had any: the up- 
per house replied, that as the sole right of nomination, 
was insisted on in the late message, they could not re- 
cede; but proposed to pass the bill, if the lower house 
would agree to consider the nomination as joint; but, 
on the lower house praying that ttus point of modem 
controversy, might be left to be disputed at some future 
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period, when there should be greater need of» and 
stronger inclination to debate between the houses, on 
questions of privilege: the upper house answered, that, 
as their right of nomination was not denied, and it was 
conceded the step would not be drawn into a precedent, 
they would pass the bill, with a view of testifying their 
desire to advance the public good, and promote harmony 
and good understanding between the houses. 

The two houses joined -in an address to the king, on 
the repeal of the stamp act. This paper begins by sta- 
ting, that the very considerable part which the king^s 
American subjects had taken in the late transactions, 
made it necessar}% they should take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of manifesting their unshaken loyalty, and making 
every return of duty and gratitude, for the paternal 
goodness which had relieved them; they begged leave 
to assure him, that, in the time of their utmost appre- 
hensions, their breasts were filled with the purest sen- 
timents of love, and loyalty for the best of kings; neither 
had they ever doubted, that his tender care over all his 
subjects, would, as soon as their grievances were known, 
relieve them from a burden too heavy to be borne: they 
added, it was the glory and happiness of the people of 
the province, to look upon themselves as a part of the 
British empire, and, as. such, to testify and acknowledge, 
upon all occasions, not only the love and duty of their 
hearts, to the king's person, family and government, 
but, oflfer their cordial and natural attachment to the 
mother country; and they doubted n6t, but the wisdom 
and justice with which the parliament had of late, assis- 
ted the king in his most gracious purposes, not only in 
relieving his American subjects, from their late unhap- 
py situation, but in opening new channels of trade and 
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commerce, would produce in them, erery proper aen* 
timent of love and gratitude. 

A sum of one hundred and thirty.three pounds, ^ 
shillings and eight pence, was appropriated to the sup* 
port of the post office establishment. 

At thei recommendation of the governor, on the ap- 
plication of the Cherokee nation of Indian^;, an appropri- 
ation was made for running a dividing line, between the 
western settlements of the province and their hunting 
grounds; and the governor was authorized to appoint 
three commissioners for that purpose. Five thousand 
pounds were appropriated, for building a house for the 
residence of the governor: the sum was to be borrowed 
out of the moneys hitherto appropriated, for providing' 
public school houses and glebes, and a poU tax and 
duty on liquors were imposed. 

The Presbyterian clergy increaung, especially in the 
western parts of the province, were authorized to cel- 
ebrate tlie rites of matrimony. The trustees of the 
Newbern academy were incorporated. This is the first 
instance of this kind of legislative patronage, which oc- 
curs in the statute book. The navigation of the river 
Neuse appearing insufficient for vessels of great burden, 
on account of the small depth of water, through the 
swash, leading from Ocracock bar into the sound, and 
the inlet of Old Topsail being very safe and navigable, 
for vessels of great burden, leading to a safe and com- 
modious harbor, an attempt was made to cut a canal 
from Clubfoot to Harlowe creek, whereby, the navi- 
gation of Neuse river and Old Topsail inlet might 
be joined; and an act was passed, appointing commis- 
sioners to receive subscriptions and cut the canal. The 
facility of attaining the desired object, if proper means 
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were adoptedi has never been questioned; yet, though 
several laws have since been passed, and some trouble 
taken to accomplish it, after a period of nearly half a 
century^ the measure has not yet ripened into effect. 

The lease, granted by the Tuscarora chiefs, to Robert 
Jones, WtUiam Williams and Thomas Pugh, during 
the summer) did not receive the sanction of ihe legis- 
lature. 

Ten men were allowed for tlie garrison of Fort John- 
ston* 

Jonathan Carver, of Connecticut, left Boston in 1766, 
with the view of exploring the most interior parts of 
America, and even of penetrating to the Pacific ocean, 
over the broad face of the continent, which lies between 
the forty.second and forty-sixth degrees of north lati- 
tude. As the English had come into possession of a vast 
territory, by the conquest of Canada, he hoped to ren- 
der the acquisition more profitable to his country, whilst 
he gratified his taste for adventures* 

On the rise of the legislature, governor Tryon lost 
no time, in carrying into effect, his darling scheme of 
building a palace. He had exerted all his influence to 
obtain the passage of the bill, and the members of the 
king's council had been officially instructed, to give it 
all their support, in their legislative capacity^ This mea- 
sure was thought, by many, to have Lud the foundation of 
the series of disorders and commotions, which termina- 
nated in the battle of the Alamance. The grant of five 
thousand pounds was above the means of the province, 
in its iniant and impoverished state; and the governor 
was intrusted^ solely, with the disposition of the fund. 
The trust proved fatal to the interest of the province, and 
to the reputation of the trustee. It was made to 
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gratify his vanity at the expense of both. It afforded 
him an opportunity of leaving behind, an elegant monu- 
ment of his taste in building, and giving the minister an 
instance of his great influence and address, in his new 
government. The temptation was not resisted; and 
to the plan of a governor's bbuse, was substituted for 
that of a palace, worthy the residence of a prince of the 
blood. The purchase of the ground and the erection of 
the foundation, absorbed the sum which the legislature 
had been pleased to bestow, which was an ample appro- 
priation for the completion of the building. 

The marks of an approaching £sorder in the political 
body, became apparent in the open refusal of a number 
of individuals to pay the tax which had been laid for de- 
fraying the expenses of rearing so costly an edifice ; the 
disturbances, which had hitherto been confined to the 
counties of Orange and Granville, had spread into those 
of Anson, Bladen and Mecklenburg. 

Another circumstance contributed, in the summer, to 
fan the coals of distraction into a flame. 

In a colony without money, and among a people al- 
most desperate with distress, public profusion should 
have been carefully avoided i but unfortunately for the 
province, governor Tryon had been bred a soldier, and 
had an acquired, -as well as a natural fondness for military 
parade ; the legislature had instructed him to run the 
boundary line between the hunting grounds of the Che- 
rokees and the back settlements of the province, about 
ninety miles, in length ; this little service afforded him an 
opportunity of displaying his military talents, and making 
a splendid exhibition of himself to the Indians ; it was 
not neglected. He marched to perform k, in a time of 
profound peace, at the head of a company of militia, m 



1767] THE SEVENTH. 229 

all the pomp of war, and returned with the honorable title, 
conterred on him by the Cherokees, of the Great Wolf 
of North Carolina. The marking of a few trees, and 
the acquisition to the governor of the title, perhaps pro- 
phetic, caused an increase of taxes, which the province 
was not well able to bear. 

The legislature met at Newbern, the fifth of Decem- 
ber ; the governor, in his address, spoke of the approba- 
tion and acknowledgments due to the good conduct and 
regular behaviour, both of the officers and soldiers that 
had formed his escort, as a victorious general, and to the 
bravery of those who gained him laurels; he men- 
tioned the Cherokees' £utl\ful conduct, in the strict ful- 
filment of their engagements at the treaty at Augusta, 
and his belief that he had left them in so good a disposi^ 
tion towards the inhabitants of the province, that by ex- 
periencing a continuance of encouragement and protec- 
tion from the legislature, they would not only show them- 
selves fast firiends in any future Indian war, but also bring 
a great part of their trade into the prbvince. He laid 
before the houses a plan of what he called the edifice, 
which soon with propriety received the appellation of 
the palace, and the estimate of the future charges of its 
construction, and pressed them to make at once an ade- 
quate appropriation, to prevent the disadvantages that 
must arise firom a deficiency of materials, and the neces- 
sity of soon discharging the present a^ificers and work- 
men, whose skill and diligiE'nce might not easily be re- 
placed; circumstances which he represented as likely not 
only to stop the present undertaking, but to create an 
additional expense to the country, when resumed. 

The court laws which had been passed in the year 
1762 and continued in 1764, being about to expire, the 
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ed the appointment unconstitutional and oppressive. 
The discussions, occasioned by the stamp act, had 
at once convinced the colonists of their eiemption 
from parliamentary taxation, and excited their jea- 
lousy of the designs of Great Britain. This neit 
occasion brought forth additional essays on colonial 
rights, and now were written the celebrated "letters 
jfirom a farmer of Pennsylvania, to the inhabitants of 
the British colonies,^' which had a rapid and exten- 
sive circulation through North America: they de- 
monstrated the danger of a small tax, as establishing 
a bad precedent. 

In the spring a new association was formed, on 
the west side of Haw river, in the county of Or- 
ange, and a paper subscribed,entitled "the request of 
the inhabitants of the west side of Haw river, to the 
assemblymen and vestrymen of the county of Or- 
ange." After noticing in the preamble, the ill suc- 
cess of the meeting at Maddock's mill, it was stated, 
that the subscribers found themselves obliged to 
seek redress, by paying no more taxes till they had 
a settlement for what was paid, and some regula- 
tions were entered into, providing against future pe- 
culation. They desired to be indulged with a gen- 
eral meeting at the court house, on some day, previ- 
ous to the meeting of the next court. 

Articles of association were entered into, by 
which the subscribers bound themselves to each 
other, not to pay any more taxes, till they could be 
satisfied of the proper lapplication of their money, to 
resist the exaction of illegal contributions and to bear 
open testimony against acts of extortion practiced 



IVtoJ THE SEVENTH. iSS 

by the offieero of the county; to attend all meetiiifes 
nnd conferences for the purpose of iastructing their 
representatives and petitioning the governor, coon^ 
cil and assembly, or the king and parliament, for 
the redress of their grievances; to contribute, ac- 
cording to their abilities, to cdlectioos to be made 
for the purpose of carrying on the design of the as«- 
fiociation. The individuals present^ added the 
sanction of an oath to that of their sigoatures. They 
were afterwards joined by the inhabitants of Sandy 
creek and all those who had attended the meetii^ 
at Madclock*s milL 

Hitherto the persons who had taken part in those 
popular proceediog&i were designated by the appel- 
lation of the mob, and seemed to have adopted it 
themselves: at their next meeting, an the 4th of 
April, they changed it to that of regulators. T^bfiJ 
made choice of two persons who were directed to 
call on the two late sberifs and tbe vestrymen and 
liestre them to meet twelve depotiesfrppi Che general 
meeting, on the Tuesday siiier the next ooonty couft 
mill produce (o them their accounts. 

Before those two men could attend to tbe service 
required of them, some of the sheriff's officers, either 
to try the temper of, or exasperate the populaee« 
took« by way of distross, a mare, saddle and bii. 
41e,foroae levy, and carried tlhem to Hillsborough; 
they were followed fey a fMirty of sixty or seventy 
men, ^rtK> rescued the mare ; then, marching to tiie 
Jbbose of Edsrard Fanning, an attorney and one df 
Ihe representartives af the «o«nty, they ^tred Ji few 
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shots at the roof of it, to give him to understand, 
they considered him, the priocipal cause of the dis- 
turbance. 

The minister of the parish undertook to perform 
the services which had been allotted to two of their 
bodj, and soon after brought for answer, that the 
sheriffi and vestrymen would attend, as requested, on 
the 20th of May. The regulatcM^, in pursuance of 
this information, met on the 30th of April and twelve 
deputies were chosen. In the meanwhile, before 
the day appointed for the meeting, the governor 
having had information of the disturbances, sent 
David Edwards with a proclamation, summoning the 
regulators to disperse, and calling on the officers 
ef the province to assist the sheriff in quelling 
the insurrection. Although, after their late meet- 
ings, the regulators had quietly returned to their 
respective abodes, the sheriff* of Orange county 
took with him a party of thirty horsemen, well arm- 
edf and riding through the county to the distance of 
about fifty miles, took two of the principal regula- 
tors, Herman Husband and William Hunter, whom 
he brought to Hillsborough and confined in jail. 
These men were, however, shortly after released 
on bail The regulators, bearing of the capture of 
two of their chiefe, gathered into lai^e parties, in 
different parts of the county, and marched to Hills- 
borough. On the 3d of May, their number amount- 
ing to upwards of seven hundred, they took their 
stand at a short distance from town, and were join- 
ed by Herman Husband and William Hunter; 
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Isaac Edwards, who had not yet/returned, rode on 
towards them; after reading the governor's proela* 
mation, he informed them, that he had command, 
if the regulators continued embodied while he was 
up, to go to, and assure, them, on behalf of the go- 
vernor, that on application to him, he would re- 
dress their grievances and protect them from the 
extortion and oppres9ion of any officer, provided they 
would disperse and go home: the multitude cried 
out, agreed, agreed, and soon after separated. 

On the 2Ist of May, the regulators held another 
general meeting and appointed a committee to wait 
on the governor, and lay their grievances beforerhim. 
On this occasion, a short address was drawn up, in 
which they made solemn professions of loyalty to 
the king and strong attachment to the government, 
established in the province, and the committee 
were directed to implore, in the most submissive 
manner, the forgiveness of the governor for any 
error of (heirs, which might be construed to dero- 
gate from the honor of the luDg's crown, or tend to 
the obstruction of the peace and good order of 
government. 

For the information of the governor, the commit- 
tee were furnished with copies of the proceedings, 
at the different meetings, which had been held. 

An association having been also formed in the coun- 
ty of Anson, on the same principles as that in the coun« 
ty of Orange, a communication was received at this 
meeting, from the regulators in tlie former county, offer- 
ing their co-operation in such measures as would be 
judged proper to be adopted, in order to procure relief, 
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and prayii^ infcrauition, as to the manner, in which ttat 

prdGccdings of the regulators had been carrkd on in the 
ktter county. A committee was appointed to return a 
auilaUe answer and supply the denned information. 

In the latter part of the mondi of June, Jamea Hunter 
and Redoap HowdU two of the regulators, on behdf of 
the commitisee. Waited on govemcnr Tryon, at Brans* 
wick, with the address of the general meeting, and the 
topics of the proceedings at that» aitd all preceding 
meetings* These papers were 1^ before the council* 
and, inpurauanoeof die advice of that body, he answered, 
that the grievances, of which the regulators were com- 
plaining, did not, by any means, warrant the measures 
to which they had resorted: measures, which, be obscr* 
ved, if they had been carried but a lictle farther, would 
have been denomipated, and must have been tt^ated as 
high trofion, and involved the abettors of them and iheic 
families, in ruin and destruction, while they were endea- 
voring to extricate themselves from evils, within the 
remedy of the laws ; that these calamities were now, 
he trusted, averted by his timely proclamation, and their 
own prudent determinatbn, to petitbn for the redress 
of their grievances; that the decent behaviour of colonel 
Fanning, and the officers and men under his conunand, 
would entitle them to the entire approbation of the go' 
vcrnor and council, and ^ould ever be acknowledged 
with praise, by every unprejudiced man, and wellwiaher 
of thj province. He wished aU those, whose under- 
standmgs had been run away with, or whose passions 
had been led mto captivity, by evil dcagning men, who, 
actuated by cowardice, and a sense of the justice due to 
their crimes, had secreted themselves from nuhlic view. 
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to be made acquainted« thati in consideration of the de- 
termioadoDi they had expressed of abiding his dctermi- 
natioa m council, it was the unanimous sidvice of the 
board, that they should, henceforward« desist from any 
further meetings, thai all titles of regulators or associa- 
lors, should cease among them; that the sheriffs or other 
officers of government should be permitted, without 
molestation, lo execute the duties of their respective of* 
fices; and that all breaches of the peace, or other offence^ 
i^iost the government, should be proceeded against, 
and determined by due course of law only. He added^ 
it was only by a strict adherence to these directions, that 
any act of future clemency, on his part, might be looked 
for; that, always wilUng to listen to the voice of di0trea9» 
he should ever be found ready to remove any hardiitvps 
the kill's subjects might be under; that he would di^ 
rect the attorney general to prosecute every officer, who 
bad been guilqr of maUpractice or extortion, on infor- 
mation being lodged by the person injured; that, early 
in the next month, he would proceed to Hillsborough, 
and, on bis arrival issue a proclamation^ forbidding so 
didionorable and shameful practices. 

The it^ulators having, as yet, proceeded to no yery 
great excess, two of their chkfs having been taken and 
bound over, and the rabbk being now quietly (Uspersed: 
the governor was blamed by many considerate men in 
the province, for the tarly part he took in these distur* 
bances: they thought^ as the offences comniitted were 
properly punishable, within the limiu of bw, and as the 
offimders were accouatable to legal process, aU that his 
duty could possibly requine of lum^ on this occasion, 
if it requif^ ^^ thing at all, was to direct prosecution 
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against the ofender^, and be ought carefully to have 
avoided becoming a party in the dispute. While, by 
enlisting himself a volunteer in this service and enter- 
ing into a negotiadon with the regulators, he came down 
to their level, and gave dignity to their emissaries. 

Having directed the members of the council to meet 
at Hillsborough, early in the month of August, he pro- 
ceeded to that town, which he reached in the first days 
of July. 

On his arrival, he issued the proclamation which be 
had promised. The whole month of July elapsed, 
without his hearing any thing of the regulators. At 
length, these people however, animated by his presence 
in their neighborhood, resumed their former practice of 
gathering in numbers, enlisting men; tndning them to 
arms and holding up a determination of obstructing the 
execution of the laws. He directed Tyree Harris, the 
sheriiF of Orange, to attend at one of the meetings of the 
regulators, in order to claim the public tax, and endea- 
vor to dispose the people cheerfully to pay it, and sub- 
mit to the laws< The sheriff was made the bearer of a 
letter, informing the persons to ivhom he was sent, that 
the governor had, according to his promise* come up to 
Hillsborough, issued his proclamation, and given strict 
charge to the attorney general, to commence prosecu- 
tions, against such officers as were charged with extor- 
tion or mal-practice; that it was by his advice, that the 
sheriff called on them to collect tte public, county and 
poor taxes, for the preceding year* expressing his full 
confidence, that, according to the directions of his letter 
to them, from Brunswick, and, in justice to their engage- 
ment, to submit to his decision in council; they would 
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make it a matter of honor and consdence, that no obsta- 
cle should be put to the discharge of the duty, which 
the sheriff called upon them to fulfil, in obedience to the 
laws of their country. 

The sheriff, however, returned without having col- 
lected any part of the taxes, the regulators unanimously 
hid him retire, and threatened to take his life, if he pro- 
ceeded to distrain. 

A few days after, the regulators sent two deputies to 
the governor, at Hillsborough, with an answer to hb 
letter, framed at one of their meetings. The object of 
it was to complain, that their application had not been 
submitted toa full board, to treat of the insufficiency of the 
governor's late proclamation, and to express their inten^ 
tion of applying for redress to the legislature, at their 
next meeting. 

The governor answered the deputies, that, as he 
expected a meeting of the council shortly, he would 
lay the communication they had brought, before them^ 
and would apprise them in time of the result of their 
deliberation. 

On the 11th, at night,* information was brought nt 
Hillsborough that a large body of the regulators, said 
to consist of upwards of one thousand men, was under 
arms in the vicinity of the town, with hostile inten- 
tions against it The nearest companies of militia 
were called in, but it soon appeared, that the regula- 
tors had embodied themselves on the false alarm of 
an intention to attack them, and had returned to their 
respective abodes. Before the militia were dismissed, 
the^vemor caused an oath to be administered to 
(hem ^with hearts and hands, life and goods, to main- 



' 



d40 CHAPTER (1760 

lain and defend die kiiig's government in die province, 
against all peiaonB whatever, who shoold attempt to 
obstmci or prevent the dne administration of the laws, 
or the poblic peace or tranqaility.** Upwards of fbnr 
hundred oflkers and men took the oath with alac- 

fitjr. 

On the meeting of the council, the governor laid 
before them the last message from the regulators, and 
with the advice of the board, replied, that he had en- 
tertained every reasonable expectation diat his letter 
firom Brunswick would not only have given them the 
most cordial satisfaction, but prompted them with the 
most ardent zeal to have immediately subscribed to 
the directioDs it contained in conformity to the reso* 
lution, declared in dieir address, and it was with sin- 
cere regret he now reflected on their disobedience 
and nngratefol return, by the total disr^rd of bis 
directions and their unkwfiil refosal of paying the 
taxes which the sheriff had, at his request, called on 
them to collect He added, that the candour with 
which he had treated their rash and precipitate con- 
duct, and the just means and eflEectual measures fae 
had pointed out for the removal of the causes of their 
compfaunts, woidd have givoi aqple satisfaction to 
any person, who had addressed him wtdi an intention 
of being content with receiving justice. He lamented 
that he had the mortification to find, by their last 
letter, that every lenient measure of his had beenpr^ 
vented, and the iiriendly aid he had oflfered to -correct 
the abuses complained ot, considered as insufficient, 
and he observed, that the olject oi the proclamation 
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iVM to caution public ofiioers against, add M prevent 
extortion^ which it was the exclusive province of the 
courts of law to judge and punish. 

He showed, that the dissatisfaction they expressed 
in Uieir address, and papers not being laid before all 
the members of the council, was equally groundless) 
for, by the king^s instructions, three councillors con- 
stituted a- board, and the presence of five was suffi- 
cient to the despatch of business of the highest mo* 
ment, while there were six members of the board 
present, when their address had been acted upon. 

He expressed his great satisfaction at thd resolution 
they had taken of petitioning the legislature, and he 
assured them, his services, on that occasion^ would 
not be wanting, for the redress of any real grievance. 

In humanity to their misguided passiona and in jus^ 
lice to his own integrity, he thought it necessary td 
represent to them, that they were pursuing measures, 
highly illegal and criminal, and acting on priticiples^ 
not less void of faith and honor than, inconsistent with 
%very moral and religious duty ; that they had giveQ 
occasion to every man of honor and property, by d]6 
open and unreserved threats they had thrown olil 
against the lives and property of many of the inhabi^-^ 
tants of the province, to look upon their designs, at 
bent, radier upon destroying the peace of the govern^ 
ment and the security of tlie king's objects, than aa 
waiting for any legal process against those they 
imagined to have abused their public trusts. He con- 
doded by acquainting them that upon those alarming 
prospects, he considered it hh duty to provide for the 
safety of government, and to take care that the public 
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received lio damaga To prevent, therefore, as much 
as possible, the heavy expense that must acciue to the 
province, by guarding against the insoHslhat were in- 
tended to be offered to the superior court of justice, 
he peremptorily required, on their part, that twelve 
of the principal and wealthiest of them, should wait 
on him at Salisbury, on the 25th of the month, and in 
his presence, execute a bond in the penalty of one 
thousand pounds, as a security, that no rescue would 
be made of William Butler and Hermon Husband, at 
the next district court for the district of Hillsborough^ 
to which they were recognised. 

A reply was sent, subscribed, on behalf of the regu- 
lators, by James Hunter, Peter Julian and Thomas 
Wellborn. They bewailed their raiisfortune, in hav- 
ing incurred the governor's displeasure, and that 
their conduct had given him reason to view them, as 
bent rather upon mischief than waiting for justice. As 
to his demand of security, that Butler and Husband, 
should not be rescued, they observed, that the late 
alarms, the raising of troops, the threats held out of 
bringing diown the Indians to cut off the inhabitants 
ef the county, had been -considered by the principal 
and most considerate men among the regulators, as 
being without ground ; that they hud, however, exer- 
ted their utmost influence in moderating and pacify- 
ing the resentment of their neighbors; that these men 
would ever use the same care and would ever, it was 
hoped, be able to govern the multitude by reason ; yet 
none of them were willing to enter into a bond ; and, 
if thoy were, they would likely lose, by such a 8tep,.hll 
the influence they possessed before* 
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On the !23d of September, the day of the meeting 
of the saperior court, for the district of Hillsborough, 
the regulators appeared and took their stand within 
half a mile of the town. 

They gave the most positive assurance, that no de- 
sign was entertained of releasing the persons bound 
over, and beseeched the governor to dissolve the pre« 
sent, and call a new assembly. 

They were about 3700 in number. After a short 
halt, a messenger was sent to the governor, assuring 
him, that if he would let them come in, peaceably, to 
complain of their grievances against the officers, par- 
don all past breaches of the peace, except as to But- 
ler and Husband, they would disperse and pay their 
taxes.,* 

The governor, in reply, required the surrender of all 
their arms in pledge, till the persons charged were tried* 
About thirty men complied, but the rest returned home. 

Four bills of indictment, for a riot, against Hermon 
and Husband, were sent to the grand jury ; one only was 
found a true bill, but he was acquitted on it by the tra« 
verse jury. 

William Hunter and two others were indicted, tried 
and found guilty of a riot, for which they were con- 
demned to pay a heavy fine and suffer a long imprison- 
ment ; two of these individuals broke jail, and the third 
retnained in prison, though the door was broken open ; 
but the governor pardoned him^ as well as those who had 
escaped. 

A number of indictments for extortion were found 
against Edmund Fanning ; he was found guilty on all of 
them and fined one penny in each case. 
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On the rise of the superior court, the governor issued 
his proclamation for pardoning all persons concerned in 
the late insurrection, except James Hunter, Ninian Ha« 
tnilton, Peter Craven, Isaac .Jackson, Hermon Hus« 
band, Matthew Hamilton, William Payne, Ninian Bell 
HamiltcMi, Malachy Fyke, William Mofiat, Christopher 
Nation, Solomon Goflfand John O'Neal. 
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Th £ legislature held its third session at Newbern, on 
the third of November, 1768. After stating the measures 
i¥hich had been pursued in quelling the late commq* 
tions, the governor recommended to the attention of the 
houses an enquiry into the causes of it, with a view to 
redress all real grievances ; and the necessity of making 
provision for the expenses which had been incurred. 
He acquainted them, that the address transmitted by 
their committee to the king, praying him to allow a new 
emission of paper money, had been received, and he was 
instructed to say, that, as the power of creating a paper 
currency, to be a legal tender, it was restrained by an act 
of parliament, and it was not in the power of the crown to 
exercise any discretion on that subject. He again urged 
the necessity of providing a stock of powder and lead, 
which the situation of the province rendered necessary. 

The speaker laid before the lower house a circular 
letter, of the 11th of February, addressed by the house 
of representatives of the province of Massachusetts to 
the speaker of the house of representatives and burgesses 
of the respective provinces. 

It began by stating, that the house having taken into 
their serious consideration the great difficulties that must 
accrue to their constituents, by the operation of several 
acts of parliament, imposing duties and taxes on the 
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American colonies, and considering the subject, as one, 
with which every colony was deeply interested, they 
doubted not, the respective bodies which they addressed 
would be duly impressed with its importance, so that 
such constitutional measures would be adopted, as cir- 
cumstances rendered proper : and fully persuaded of the 
necessity there was of the several provinces harmonising 
with each other on so delicate a point, chey expressed a 
hope, that their application would be considered in no 
other point of view, than as expressing a ready disposition 
freely to communicate their ideas to the sister colonies, 
upon a common concern, in the same manner as they 
would gladly receive the sentiments of any other house 
of assembly on the continent. 

They adverted to the humble representation of the 
sentiments, which they had made to the king's ministry : 
that parliament was the supreme legislative power over 
the whole empire ; that in all free states, the constitution 
was fixed, and, as the supreme legislature derived its 
power and authority therefrom, it could not overleap the 
boundaries of it, without destroymg the foundation on 
which its existence rested ; that the constitution, main- 
taining and boasting both sovereignty and allegiance, the 
colonies, who acknowledged themselves under the tie of 
allegiance, had an equitable claim to the full enjoyment 
of the fundamental rules of the British constitution ; that 
it was an essential, unalterable right of nature, engrafted 
in the British constitution, as a fundamental law, ever 
held sacred and irrevocable by the king's subjects within 
the realm, that whatever a man had honestly acquired 
was absolutely his own, which he might freely dispose 
of, and which could not be taken from him without his 
Gonsent ; that the colonists might, therefore, exclusively 
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of any charter rights, with a decent firmness adapted to 
the character of freemen and subjects, assert this natural 
and constitutional right. 

They expressed their opinion, with the greatest de- 
ference to the wisdom of parliament, that the acts of 
that body, imposing duties on the people of America, 
for the sole and express purpose of raising a revenue, 
were infringements of their natural and constitutional 
rights ; because, as they were not represented in parlia- 
ment, the commons of Great Britain granted their pro- 
perty, without their consent. 

They avowed the opinion, that their constituents, con. 
sidering their local circumstances, could not, by any pos- 
sibility, be effectually represented in parliament, being 
separated by an ocean one thousand leagues wide ; that 
for this reason, the king's predecessors liad formed sub- 
ordinate le^slatures in the colonies, that the people 
might enjoy there the unalienable right of representation ; 
that under the impression of the impracticability of a 
full and equal representation of the colonists in parlia- 
ment, and the great expense that would attend even a 
partial representation, they judged the taxation of their 
constituents, even without their consent, grievous as it 
was, preferable to such a representation, as they could 
enjoy. 

Upon tb^ principles, and even if the right of parlia- 
ment was ever so clear, they judged, for obvious rea« 
sons, it would be beyond the rule of equity, that their 
constituents should be taxed on the manufactures of 
Great Briton, in the colonies, in addition to the duties 
they paid for them in Europe, and the advantages arisii^ 
to the mother country from the acts of trade. 
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The boufte then informed the assemblies, that thev 
had presented a humble, dutiful and loyal petition t6 
the king, and made such representations to his minis- 
ters, as they apprehended would tend to obtain redress ; 
that they had submitted to consideration, whether any 
people could be said to enjoy any degree of freedom, if 
the crown, in addition to its undoubted authority of 
constituting a governor, should appoint him such a sti- 
pend, as it should judge proper, without the consent of 
the people, and at their expense ; and whether, while the 
judges of the land and other dvil officers held not their 
commission during good behaviour, their having salaries 
appointed to them by the crown, independent of the 
people, had not a tendency to subvert the principles of 
equity and endanger the happiness and security of the 
people ; that, in addition to these measures, they had ad- 
dressed a letter to their Bgjcnt in England, the sentiments 
of which be was directed to lay before the ministry, 
wherein they took notice of the hardships of the act for 
preventing mutiny and desertion, wiiich required the 
governor and council to provide enumerated articles for 
the king's marching troops, and the people to pay the 
expense ; and also the commission of the gentiemen, 
appointed commissioners of the customs to reside in 
America, which authorizes them to make as many ap- 
pointments as they think fit and pay the appointees 
what sums they please, without being accountable for 
their misconduct, from when<ie it might happen, that 
officers of the crown might be multiplied to such a 
degree, as to become dangerous to the people, by virtue 
of a commission, which did not appear ta ofib* to trade 
such advantages, as many had been led to expect. 



1768] TBE EIGHTH. 249 

They expressed their bdief, that, on account of these 
their sentiments and proceedings, they had too much 
reason to think, the enemies of the colonies had repre* 
sented them to the king's minbters and parliament, as 
factious and disloyal, and having a disposition to make 
themselves independent of the mother country ; and pro* 
testeil, as they had taken occasion to assure the king and 
his ministers, that, with regard to the people of the pro- 
vince of Massachusetts, and in their belief, as to all 
others on the continent, the charges were unjust. 

They concluded, by expressing their full satisfaction, 
that the assemblies of the provinces were too generous 
and enlarged in sentiment, to believe, that their address 
proceeded from an ambition of taking the lead and dic- 
tating to others ; they submitted their opinions to the 
judgment of those they addressed, with assurances, that 
they would take it kind, if any of them should point out 
any thing further, necessary to be done, and satisfied 
them, from confidence in the king, the common head and 
father of all, the united and dutiful supplications of 
his American subjects would meet his royal and favora- 
ble acceptance. * 

The scarcity of money rendering it impracticable to 
defray the expenses, incurred by the late expedition to 
Hillsborough and running the dividing line between the 
back settlements and the Cherokee hunting ground, it 
became impbsbible to do any thing more than secure 
the demands of the creditors of the province, by certifi- 
cates, issued from the treasury ; accordingly, debentures 
or notes, receivable there, to the amount of twenty thou- 
sand pounds, were directt.'d to be issued, and for the re- 
demption of them, a poll tax of two shillings was laid. 

N. CAAO. II. 32 
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With a view to enable the tndtistrkms poor to As- 
charge their taxes, inspectors' notes, for tobacco, hemp, 
rice, indigo, wax, tallow and deer skins, were directed 
to be received. 

The county of Mecklenburg was divided, and thc^ 
western part of it erected into a new county, which, 
in compliment to the governor, was called Tryon. 

George Mercer of Vit^inia, who has already been 
mentioned as stamp master of that province, was 
this year appointed lieutenaiiit governor of North 
Carolina. 

On the 6th ol May, the governor dissolved the 
general assembly by proelamation. 

The disturbances in the western counties wer^ 
far from being quelled. Early in the spring, John 
Lea, the sheriff of the county of Orange, attempting, 
to serve a warrant, lor a breach of the peace, on 
Hanson Hamilton, one John Pugh and two other 
regulators fell upon, compelled him (o desist and 
beat him with great cruelty. 

On the 9th of September, the governor, in pursu^ 
ance of instructions received from the minister, issu- 
ed his proclamation for the pardon of all persons, 
whatever, concerned, even in regard to fines. 

The new legislature met at Newbern, on the 23cl 
of October. The governor informed the houses, 
that the king had left the regulation of Indian affairs 
to the colonies, whose legislature, it had been 
thought, must be the best judges of what their se- 
veral situations and circumstances might require; 
but that the office of superintendant would be con- 
tinued, for such matters, as required immediate ne- 
gotiation between the crown and the Indians, which 
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could not, coMistentl^r, be regulated foy legislative 
authoritj. 

He observed, that^ as it was not in the power o^ 
the kir^, to dispense with the act of parliament^ 
respecting the legal tender of paper currency in the 
Gotoiiies, no petition for an emission of that cur«- 
rency, as a legal tender, could meet with success, 
and added, that this intimation was not intended to 
preclude the fullest consideration, (hat could be 
given, to any representation the assembly might 
make on that subject, or any plan they could suggest 
for that pHrpose. 

As the affairs of the province must, in some degree, 
necessarily suffer delay, From the want of a regular agent 
at home, duly authorized tx) act in every case in wluch 
the colony might be concerned* he informed the houses 
he was authorieed to give his assent to a bw, for raising 
a sum sufficient for the salary of such an officer, provid- 
ed he was appointed by an act, passed especially for that 
purpose; as the act was to originate in the lower house, 
it would follow, that the name of the person must be in- 
serted there, although the other two bmnches of the le- 
gislature would esch have a negative vote on tbe bill. 

He drew the attention of the houses to a bte act of 
parliament, for the encouragement of the culture oi raw 
silk in America: as this et>|ect was of oonsideraUe im- 
portance to the mother country and the colonies, he 
pressed the bouses to second ^ efibrts of parliament 
and pursue such measures, by premiums or otherwise, 
as might induce the inhabitants of the province to enter 
with spirit and expedition, on 6o useful and profitable 
a species of culture. 



CHAPTER [1769 

He concluded by observing, that be was aathorizcd 
to give them assurances, that the king's ministers had at 
no time, entertained a de»gn to propose to parfiament to 
lay any further taxes on America, for tlie purpose of 
raising a revenue, and that it was their intention to pro- 
pose, at the next session of parliament, to take off the 
duties on glass, paper and colors, upon considt ration of 
their having been laid contrary to the true principles of 
commerce. He assured the houses, such had always 
been and still were the sentiments of the king's present 
ministers and the principles by which their conduct to- 
wards America had ever been regulated, and expressed 
hb reliance on the prudence and candor of the members, 
that they would give full credit to the late testimonies the 
king and parliament had afforded, of their attention and 
aflfection to the colonies, and this explanation of the 
measures of his servants; a confidence which would tend 
to remove the pre|udicea, excited by the misrepresenta- 
tions of those who were jealous of the prosperity of 
Great Britain and the colonies, and would re-establish 
that cordiality and afiection, on which the glory and 
safety of the British empire depended. 

He renewed his application for a provision of lead and 
powder for the service of the king and the defence of the 
province, and recommended a strict examination inta 
the state of the public finances. 

The lower house replied, that the information he had 
been pleased to afford to them, as to the intention of the 
king's ministers, was very grateful to them and would 
be much more so, when they would find those designs 
carried into execution, even upon the con»deration that 
the duties intended to be repealed had been laid contrary 
to the true principles of commerce, and expressed their 
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joy, to find that the sentiments of the king's minister 
coincided with their own. They observed, that a pro- 
vision of powder and lead, while the province enjoyed a 
profound peace, appeared to them, by no means neces- 
sary, as every tax or clog on trade must discourage com- 
merce. They agreed with the governor in the opinion, 
that the public funds, at no time since the settlement of 
the province, required a more strict examination, and 
the necessity there was, that a settlement of all public ac- 
counts should be forthwith obtained, and the situation 
of the public finances of the province made known to the 
people. 

On the 9th of May, 1770» governor Tryon's speech 
and the address of the house being read in parliament, 
Mr. Drake made a motion, that it was derogatory to 
his majesty's honor and to the freedom of parliamentary 
deliberation, to pledge the faith of the crown to the colo- 
nial assemblies, for the repealing or laying, or continu- 
ing any taxes or duties whatsoevei^ but it passed in the 
negative. 

On the 2d of November, the speaker laid before the 
house a communication from the house of burgesses, 
of the province of Virginia, written on the 9th of May 
last. 

It began by stating, that the house of burgesses, hav- 
ing attentively considered several late acts of parliament, 
and being of opinion, that they manifestly tended to de- 
prive the inhabitants of the colonies of their essential 
rights and privileges, had thought it their duty, as rep- 
resentatives of a free people, to take every regular step 
to assert that constitutional liberty, for the destruction of 
which, those laws seemed to be enacted; and had thought, 
proper therefore^ to represent that they were sensible 
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of the happiness and secoritjr they derived from their 
connexion with, and dependence on. Great Britain, 
and their great concern, that any onluckyinctdent should 
interrupt that salutary harmony •which they ever wished 
to subsist. They lamented, that the rei&ioteness of their 
situation often exposed them to. such misrepresenta** 
tions, as were apt to involve chem in censures of disloy- 
aky to their sovereign and the want of a proper respect 
foft the British parliament, whereas, they had indulged 
themselves in the agreeable persuasion, that they ought 
to be considered inferior to none of their fellow subjects 
in loyalty or affection. 

They disdained any afiectation of independefnce on 
from the parent kingdom, the prosperity of which they 
professed themselves bound to the utmost of their 
abilicies to promote^ and declared their cheerfol ac- 
quiescencein the authority of parliament to make laws 
for preserving a necessary dependence and for regu*- 
lating the course of trade in the colonies ; yet they 
could not conceive and humbly insisted, it was not 
essential to support a relation between a modier coun- 
try and colonies, transplanted from her, that she 
shoud have a right to raise money thenceforth with- 
out their consent, and presumed they did not aspire 
to more, than the national rights of British subjects, 
when they asserted that no power on earth had a right 
to impose taxes on the people, or take the smallest 
portion of their property without their consent, given 
by their representatives in parliament. This had 
ever been considered as the chief pillar of the consti- 
mtion; without this support no man could be consid- 
ered to have the least shadow of liberty; since they 
could have no prdperty in that, which another could 



1769] THE BIGHTH. 253 

by righi take firom theo», when he pleased withoat 
their coaaeitf. 

They observed that their aaeeators had brought 
with them entire^ and tranaauttod to their descendants, 
the natural and constitutional righta they bad eqoyed 
in their native country, md the first principles of the 
British constitution were early engrafted into the con<^ 
stitution of the coloniea Hence a legislative author- 
ity, ever essential in all free states, was derived fron 
and a88imilated,a8 near as possible, to that of England. 
The executive power and the right of assenting to and 
dissenting from all laws reserved to the king, and the 
privilege of choosing their own representatives ves- 
ted in the people, continued confirmed to them 
by repeated and expi^m stipulations. Thegoveriw 
ment thus established, they enjoyed the fruits of their 
own labour with a security which liber^ alone oould 
impart Upon pressing occasions they applied to the 
king for relief, and grafefoUy acknowl^ed, they fre-* 
quently received it from their mother country. When- 
ever their assistance became necessary, requsitions 
had been constantly made from the crown to the re- 
presentatives of the people, who had complied with 
them to the utmost extent of their abilities, and the am^ 
pie provisions made for the support of civil govern- 
ment, in the reign of Charles 1). and, at his request,, 
the large supplies, voted during the last war, upon the 
requisitions of the former and present king^ afforded 
eariy and late instances of the disposition of the as^m-* 
Uies of the province of Virginia, and were sufficient 
proo&9 that the parliament of Great Britain, had not. 
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Un lately, assumed the power of imposing taxes upon 
the people for the purpose of raising a revenue. 

They added, that to say, that the commwis of Great 
Britain had a right to impose internal taxes on the 
inhabitants of the continent, who were not, and could 
be, represented, was in efiect to bid them prepare for 
a state of slavery ; for the colonies having no constitu- 
tional check on their liberality in giving away their 
money, could not have an opportunity of explaining 
their grievances or pointing out the easiest method of 
taxation, and their doom would generally be determin- 
ed, before they became acquainted, that the subject 
had been agitated in parliament. 

They observed, the oppressive stamp act confessed- 
ly imposed internal taxes; and the late acts of parlia- 
ment, granting certain duties on the British colonies, 
plainly tended to the same point. They complained 
that duties had been imposed to enhance the com- 
merce of one part of the empire, that were likely to 
prove injurious to another, and by this means the 
welfare of the whole was injured ; and duties imposed 
on such of the British exports as were necessaries of 
life, to be paid by the colonists on importation, without 
any view to the interest of commerce, but merely to 
raise a revenue, or in other words, to compel the colo- 
nies to part with their money against their inclination, 
they conceived to be a tax internal to all intents and 
purposes, anditcould not be thought just or reasonable, 
that, restricted as they were in their trade, confined in 
their exports, and obliged to purchase these very neces- 
saries in the British market, they should be told they 
could not have tliem without paying a duty for them. 



I769J THE EI(»ITH. 257 

They considered the act suspeadiog the legislative 
power of the province of New- York^ as still more 
alarming to the colonists, although it had that single 
province in view; for, if the parliament could compel 
them to furnish one single article to the troops^ sent 
over, they might by the same rale, oblige them to 
iurnish clothes, arms and every other necessary, even 
the pay of the officers and soldiers, a doctrine re- 
plete with every mischief and utterly subversive of 
all that is dear and valuable; for the colonists could 
derive no advantage from the right of choosing their 
own representatives, if those representatives, when 
cho«$en, were not permitted to exercise their own 
judgment and were under the necessity, on pain of 
being deprived of their legislative authority, of en- 
forcing the mandates of the British parliament. 

The house of burgesses stited, that these senti- 
ments had been expressed in an address to the king, 
a memorial to the lords and a remonstrance to the 
house of commons; that the council of the province 
had concurred in them, and Jnmes Abercrombie 
and Edward Montague, the agents of the province, 
had been directed to unite in their best endeavors to 
obtain redress of the grievances complained of, and 
to co-operate with the agents of the other colonies, in 
every measure that should be deemed necessary on 
this delicate point. 

They concluded with a hope, that they had ex- 
pressed themselves on the occasion, with a firmness 
that became freemen, pleading for their fundamental 
rights, and with a decency, that would exempt them 
from an imputation of faction and disloyalty; and 
they had made known their proceedings on this aub- 
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ftSB: CRAPtElt [n» 

jed, witlr^ s view tkat the representtttivM of the peo* 
pie of North Garoliaa^ being acquainted with: them^ 
might go hand in hand in opposition to measorea 
which had ait immediate tendency to enslave them> 
and were persuaded that the candor of the hoQse 
would not consider it in any other lights and trusted^ 
that by a hearty union of the colonies, the constita- 
tion might again be established on its gennine prin- 
ciples; an end equally to be desired^ both by the 
mother country and the colonies. 

The house came to a resolutionr that the sole right 
ef imposing taxes on the inhabitants of the province, 
was,' and had ever been, legally and constitutionally ves- 
ted in the the house of assembly, lawfully convened,, 
according to the ancient and established practice, with 
die consent of die council and the king, or his gover- 
nor; that it was the undoubted privilege of the inhabi- 
tants of the province, to petition the king for the redress 
ef grievances, and it was law&l and expedient^ to 
procure the eoncurrence of the other colonies, in duti« 
ful addresses, praying the royal interposition, in fiivor of 
the violated rights of America; and that all trials for 
treason, misprision of it, felony or any odier crime, 
committed in the colony, by any person reading in it, 
ought, of right, to be in one of the ktng*s courts, held 
there according to its fixed and known rules of proceed- 
ing; and that seizing any inhabitant on suspicion of any 
crime committed in the province,, to be sent beyond aea 
for trial, was highly derogatoi^ to the rights ot*the Bridsh 
subjects, as thereby, tlie inestimable privilege of being, 
tried by a jury of the vicinage, as well as the liberty of 
summoning and producing vatnesses^ at the trial, was 
^ away from the party aecused» 
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An address was prepared for the king. It began by 
assurances that his subjects^ in North Carolina, were 
distinguished by their loyalty and firm attachment to 
lilm and his ancestors, were far from countenancing 
treasons, and ready at any time to sacrifice their lives and 
fortunes, in defence of his person and government. It 
expressed the deepest concern, and heartfelt grief of the 
house, that their loyalty had been traduced, and those 
measures, which a jnst regard for the British constitu- 
tion made necessary duties, had been misrepresentedt 
as rebellious attacks on lus government. 

The house next observed, that, when they considered, 
that, by theestablished laws and constitutioii of the col« 
ony, the most ample provision was made, for apprehend** 
ing and punishing any person, who should dare to en-* 
gage in any treasonable practice, or disturb the tranquil- 
ity of government, they couU not^ without horror, 
think of the new, unusual, illegal and unconstitutionai 
mode, recommended to the king« of seizing and carry- 
ing beyond sea, the inhabitants of America, suspected 
of any crime, to be tried in any manner contrary to the 
ancient and long established course of proceeding; they 
pitied the deplorable situation of an American, who, 
having incurred the displeasure of any person in power, 
mig^ be dragged firom his native home and his dearest 
domestic connexion, thrown into a prison, not to 
await his trial before a judge or a jury, fi-om a know- 
ledge of whom, he might be encouraged to hope for 
speedy justice; but to exchange his imprisonment in his 
own country, for fetters among strangers, conveyed to a 
distant land, where no friend nor relative would alleviate 
his distresses or minister to his necessities, and where no 
witness could be found to testify his innocence, shun- 
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ned by the respectable and honest, and consigned to the 
society and converse of the wretched and abandoned, ho 
could only pray them to end his misery with his life. 

Truly alarmed at the fs^tal tendency of these perni- 
cious councils, and with hearts filled with angui!»h, by 
invasions so ingenious of their dearest privileges, the 
house prostrated themselves at the foot of the throne^ 
beseeching the king, as their sovereign and father, to 
avert, from his faithful and loyal subjects, the miseries 
which must necessarily tie the consequences of such 
measures. 

The address concluded, by expressing the firm con- 
fidence of the house, in the royal wisdom and goodness, 
and assurances, that the daily prayers of his people in 
the province, were addressed to the Almighty; that he 
might, long and prosperously, reign over Great Britain 
and his other dominions; and that, after death, he might 
taste the fullest fruition of eternal bliss; and that one of 
his descendants might wield the sceptre over the ex- 
tended Britbh empire, till time should be no more. 

Tfie address, as well as the resolutions, was assetited 
to, without a dissenting vote, and the agent of the pro- 
vince was directed to procure it to be presented to the 
king, and afterwards published in the English papers. 

The only public act, passed at this session, was for 
the appointment of Henry £. M'CuUough, agent of the 
province. 

The governor informed the house, by a message, that 
some of the resolves on their journals, after the as- 
surances he had given them in his speech, had sap- 
ped the foundation of confidence and gratitude, torn up 
by the root, every sanguine hope he had entertained, to 
render the province any further service, if he had render- 
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ed it any, and made it his indispensable duty to put an 
end to the session. 

The house replied, that his assurances, at the opening 
of the session, of the repeal of certain acts, so contrary 
to tte interests both of Great Britain and America, had 
the repeal of them been in his power, would have been a 
certainty, upon which the house could not but have re- 
lied, without, indeed, sapping the foundatbn of confi- 
dence and gratitude, and jusdy forfeiting all tide to his 
future favor and services; but, as those assurances 
were in consequence of expectition, formed on the in- 
tentions of ministers, to recommend such repeals to 
parliament, who might not be in place at the next meet- 
ing of that body, the house could not but think it a duty 
they indispensably owed to their constituents, to express 
their disapprobation of acts and measures, in their ap- 
prehension, grievous and unconstitutional. To this 
motive alone, they begged him to impute these resolves, 
and not to a loss of confidence in him, or a want of a 
very grateful remembrance of the signal services he had 
rendered to the province; and they took this opportu- 
nity of declaring to the world, that the benefit which had 
accrued to theprovince, from his administration, had ex- 
cited in their bosoms, the warmest sensations of gratitude, 
and would, deservedly, obtain for him, the blessings of 
posterity. 

The governor answered, he was sorry to observe, the 
house had founded their late conduct on a jealousy of 
the intentions of ministers, who might not be in office 
at the next meeting of parliament. He assured them he 
had received the sentiment, which he had communica* 
ted/ as the voice of the crown, and did not believe a 



U2 dHAFTER [1769 

change in the ministry, would produce any in the mea- 
sures adopted by the king's present servants. 

On meeting the two houses, a few hours after, he ob- 
. served, he had met them with a most uncere disposition 
to forward public business. He made Us public ac- 
knowledgments to the upper house, for the cheerful 
desire they had ipanifested of co«operating with him, and 
expressed his gratitude to tlie other, for the' honorable 
testimony they bore to the rectitude of his intention, 
and prayed them to bdieve the interruption, which had 
been given to the business of the session, did not occa^ 
sion more disappointment to them« than its cause pro- 
duced real affliction to him. 

He observed, the plan he laid before them for the 
management of their finances, if adopted by the legisla- 
ture, and invariably pursued, would produce the happiest 
eflfects to the province and he would be bold to say, if 
ever carried in any future session, mto an act of the legis« 
lature, it would be acknowledged the most beneficial 
sesaon the provinoeever witnessed, even if the act should 
be the only one passed. He lamented, that this t)ies^g 
was not to be obtained, wlule the treasurers, late sherifi^ 
and thdr securities couM command a majority in the 
lower house, and while a treasurer was suffered to ab-» 
sent himself, and withhold hb public accounts from the 
general assembly, kt the pretence of hb absence be ever 
so urgent. He concluded, that, as his duty preceded 
every other con«deratioo, he was compeUed todisaolve 
the assembly. 

In thebeginning of the new year, the tranquility of 
the province began again to be dbturbed. The rtsgula- 
tors, assembliiig themselves in large parties, visited the 
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counties in the apper districts, ill treating those who re- 
fused to jcnn the standard of revolt. Maurice Moore, 
the associate justice, who attended at Salisbury in the 
month of March, for the purpose of holding the supe« 
rior court, reported to the governor, that the sheriffs of 
the several counties of that d'lstrict, complained heavily 
of the opposition made to them, in the exercise of their 
duties, by the regulators; that it was impossiUe to 
collect a tax or levy an execution, **plain proofs, among 
many others," said?the judge, -'that thrir designs have 
even extended fiuther, than to promote a public inquiry 
into the conduct of public officers. This evil, tboogjh 
cognisable by the courts of law, no dvil process cooldi 
redress, for this obvious reason, that none could be exe- 
cuted among those people." The judge concluded his 
report by observing, he had advised the sherifi, to peti- 
tion the governor and general assembly; and he prayedf 
that it might not be found necessary to reditss this evil, 
by means equal to the obstinacy df the people who had 
given occasion to it. 

The contagion had spread even into the lower coun- 
ties. In the month of April, Simon Bright, the sheriff' 
of the county of Dobbs, having a warrant to apprehend 
Thomas Blake and John Coulie, two men who were at- 
tempting to spread the principles of the rebellion in that 
county, was attacked by a party of their proselytes, who 
lulled James Lindsay, one of his assistants, and com- 
pelled the sheriff* to abandon his purpose. 

Richard Henderson, one of the associate justices, 
went up to Hillsborough, in the latter part of Septem- 
ber, for the purpose of holding the superior court of 
law, for that district; but the regulators, who were as- 
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sembled in great numbers, forcibly obstructed the pro- 
ceedings of the court, compelled the judge and other 
officers of justice, to leave the court house, took posses- 
sion of the records and blotted a considerable part of 
them. After giving an account of these tumultuous 
proceedings, to the governor and council, the judge ob- 
served, that as to pointing out the most effectual steps, 
to bring the offenders to condign punishment, he was 
apprehensive no process could issue, in the present situ- 
ation of affairs, that could bring about so great an end, 
as no obedience had been paid to any process whatever, 
by the insurgents, who, if apprehended, went under the 
existing court law, and were tried in the district in which 
the crime was committed, a circumstance, which the re- 
cent instances of their conduct being considered, left 
room to apprehend the inefficacy of every measure, that 
might be derived from that source. The judge propo- 
sed, that the legislature might be convened, immediately, 
and that the colonels of particular counties might be or-> 
dered to muster tlieir regiments, m order to ascertain 
what number of men would be disposed to act as volun- 
teers, on whose conduct, when called out, reliance might 
be placed. 

The council, however, thought it best not to convene 
the legislative body, before the day to which it stood pro- 
rogued ; this determination was, perhaps, produced by 
an unwillingness to have the session held in the upper 
parts of the province; a severe epidemic, which then 
raged in the eastern part of it, forbidding its meeting at 
the usual place. 

A charter was granted to the inhabitants of the town 
of Hillsborough, authorizing them to choose a repre- 
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sentative in the lower house^ a measure which is said to 
have been taken to secure a seat for Edmund Fanning, 
an attorney of influence, who has already been mentioned 
in this chapter and who was a great partisan of the 
governor and extremely obnoxious to the regulators;'- 
these people were so greatly exasperated by this 
circumstance, that they spoke of coming down in arms 
forcibly to prevent his taking a seat, and threatened, in 
case they failed in the attempt, to set fire to the town of 
Newbern ; the governor was so apprehensive, that they 
would carry their threats into execution, that he caused 
a ditch to be dtig along the part of the town, from 
Neiise to Trent river, which is bounded by Muddy and 
part of Queen street, and was the only inhabited part 
of it ; orders were issued to the colonels of the mi- 
litia in the counties on Neuse, and some of those on Tar 
river, to ho}d themselves in readiness to march on the 
first news of the approach of the regulators, and op« 
pose their passage ; colonel Leech, of the county of 
Craven, was directed to order his regiment into town, 
for the protection of the legislature. 

The legislature met at Newbern, on the 5th of Decem- 
ber ; ti)e governor received them in the palace, which had 
lately been finished, and td which he had now removed. 
The building was superior to any of the kind in firitbh 
North America ; and the writer of this history, who 
visited it in 1783, in company with the late renowned 
and unfortunate don Francisco de Miranda, heard that 
gentleman say, it had no equal in South America. 

It was dedicated to Sir William Draper, the (conqueror 
of Manilla, who was on a visit at governor Tryon'sj 
and was said to be the author of the following lines, 
inscribed over the principal door, in the vestibule ; 

N. CARO. II. 34 
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JRege pio^ felvXy diris inimica tyrannis^ 
Virtuti has ades libera terra dedit. 
Sint domus et dominus saclis exempla futuri^f 
Hie arteSf mores^ jura^ legesque colani. 

Which are translated thus : 

In the reign of a monarch, who goodness disclbs'i^, 
A free, happy people, to dread tyrants opposed, 
Have, to virtue and merit, erected this dome ; 
May the owner and household make this the lov'd home. 
Where religion, the arts and the laws may invite 
Future age$ to live, in sweet peace and delight. 

The proportion of the new members was about the 
fourth of the whole. The attention of the legislature 
was drawn, by ihe governor's speech, to the abuses in 
the management of the finances of the province, the pre- 
vailing, real or feigned, complaints against puUic officers, 
the evils arising from the quantity of counterfeited 
money in circulation, and the injuries offered to the 
king's government, at and since the late superior courl 
for the district of Hillsborough. 

He said, it was a matter of great concern to every 
honest man in the province, that after the frequent soli- 
citations which hid been made, for a just statement of 
the public revenue, none had as yet been produced; He 
observed, the p)an^ he had laid before the houses, at the 
last session, stood unimpeached, as to propriety, regu* 
larity and method ; he referred it to the consideration of 
the houses, with a wish that a law might now be passed, 
for the adoption of it. He suggested the propriety of 
restraining public treasurers, by severe penalties, and 
Che deprivation of their offices, from being directly or 
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indirectly engaged in trade, a restraint which would be 
a check against the temptation of employing the funds of 
the public as a stock for private trade, and allow the 
officers more leisure to attend to the duties of their sta- 
tions ; he complained of the liberty, former treasurers 
had assumed, of taking moneys at pleasure from one 
fund, to make up the deficiencies of others, a phictice 
which had introduced much confusion in public ac- 
counts ; and pointed out the necessity of establishing 
such regulations in the offices of the treasurers, as would 
prevent further irregularities, bring into public view 
past transactions and remove the jealousies which the 
people too justly entertained. 

He besought them lo make the most scrupulous en- 
quiries, with regard to the complaints against public offi- 
cers, which were either the cause or the pretence of the 
late disturbances, to provide for the redress of any griev- 
ance which might exist, and to establish fees of office, 
in so express and determined a manner, as would re- 
move even the possibility of doubt or abuse. 

He observed, the circulation of a large quantity of 
counterfeited money, afforded a presumption, that per- 
sons of property and ability were concerned in this kind 
of traffic. 

He laid before the houses the depositions, which had 
been sent him, of the late disturbances^ during the sit- 
ting of the superior court for the district of Hillsborough, 
and recommended them to provide for ndsing a suffi- 
cient body of men, under the rules and discipline of war, 
to march into the settlements of the insurgents, to aid 
and protect the magistrates and civil officers. 

He made his grateful acknowledgments to the pro- 
vince, for the degant edifice in which he met the houses* 
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He concluded, by acquainting the houses that, the 
king having indulged him with leave of absence, he 
should tlunk his earnest endeavours well rewarded, if he 
could have the happiness, on his return to England, to 
inform his sovereign, that the wisdom of the houses had 
enabled him to give stability and a permanent regularity 
to the interior police of the province, and to restore the 
blessings of peace to its inhabitants. 

Both houses echoed the sentiments of the chief ma- 
gistrate ; the lower house observed, in regard to the 
evils, flowing irom the great quantity of counterfeited 
bills in circulation, that nothing less could remedy them, 
than to call in all public certificates and currency, by aii 
emission of a new medium, which, it seemed, the legis- 
lature would not be permitted to do. 

They bewailed the approaching departure of the go^ 
vemor, and lamented, that it was a misfortune, peculiar 
to the province, that as soon as a governor had become 
acquainted with its constitution and the temper of its 
inhabitants^ he was, by some ill fated means, removed ; 
an observation very complimentary, as all the governors 
of the province, since it had become a royal province, 
liad long ruled over it, and were suffered to preside till 
their death. 

A seditious piece, in the Gazette, in the form of a let- 
ter, directed to Maurice Moore, one of the assodate jus- 
tices, having arrested the attention of the lower house, 
was referred to the ccmmittee of propositions and 
grievances ; Hermon Husband, one of the members of 
the house for the county of Orange, being suspected of 
having had it published, was summoned before the com- 
mittee, and, on his examination, appeared greatly to pre- 
varicate ; his conduct^ in this and other respects, was 
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referred to a committee of the whole house, who re- 
ported, that he was the publisher of the piece ; that he 
was one of the people, calling themselves regulators, 
and had been a principal mover and promoter of the late 
riots and tumults, in the county of Orange and other 
parts of the province ; that he had insinuated, that in 
case he should be confined, by order of the house, a 
number of people would come down and release him, 
an information, which the committee received as a daring 
insult offered to the house, tending to intimidate the 
members in the due discharge of their duty ; the house 
concurred with the report, and came to a resolution, 
that the member had rendered himself unworthy of a seat 
in, and justly incurred the contempt, of the house, and a 
vote of expulsion immediately passed. 

The governor, apprehensive that the return of this 
man into his county, especially under the irritation which 
his expulsion was calculated to excite, might be produc- 
tive of fiital consequences, wished to have him arrested^ 
and having called the council, submitted the propriety 
of the measure to their consideration. The board dis- 
approved of it: however, at his request, chief justice 
Howard, one of them, heard witnesses at the council table, 
and issued a warrant for the apprehension of Husband: 
he was committed under it and remained several days 
in jail, before he could procure bail. 

With a view to prevent a repetition of the tumults and 
riots, which had distracted the province, an act was 
passed, making it the duty of every justice of the peace 
or sheriff, on being informed of the assemblage of any 
number of persons, above ten, for the purpose of dis- 
turbing the peace, to repair to them, require and com- 
mand tbaa to disperse and return to their respective 
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hatxtations; and it was made felony, without the benefit 
of clergy, for such persons to remain assembled, to the 
number of ten, for more than one hour. It was made 
the duty of the justices and sheriflfs to call the assistance 
of any of the king^s able subjects, to apprehend the per- 
sons, thus continuing together. It was also made felony 
for any number of persons above ten, assembled toge- 
ther, with an intention of disturbing the proceedings of 
any court of judicature, to assault or threaten any judge 
or officer of the court, during the term; to assault any 
sheriflf or coroner, in the execution of the duties 
of his office, or to demolish or destroy any church, 
chapel, court house, prison, or other house or out 
hpuse. 

It bckig found very difficult to bring to justice per- 
sons, who had heretofore been guilty of any of the above 
offi^nces, the attorney general was authorized to prose- 
cute them in any superior court or court of oyer and 
terminer, in the province, and, on an indictment found, 
the judges were directed to issue a proclamation against 
the defendant, commanding him to surrender himself 
and stand lus trial, and, on failure, he was to be held 
guilty and outlawed, and his lands and chattels forfeited. 
The governor was empowered to make drafts from the 
militia to enforce the execution of the law; and persons 
found embodied and in arms, to oppose the military 
force, refusing, on the command of a justice or sheriff, 
to lay down their arms and surrender themselves, were 
to be treated as traitors. 

With a view to encoun^ migration, all persons who 
had come immediately from Europe to the province* 
and such as might thus arrive thereafter, were exempted 
from the payment of taxes for four years. A college 
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was established in the town of Charlotte: these two acts 
were, however, repealed by the kings in council. 

Quakers were exempted from military service, except 
in case of invasion or insurrection. 

The inspection laws were revised. 

The fi^es of attorneys and clerks were regulated. 

The chief justice was allowed a salary oi six hundred 
pounds per annum and fifty pounds for every court, in 
lieu of all other fees or emoluments of office. 

With a view to diminish the strength of the regula- 
tors, in the county of Orange, by division, three new 
counties were established; one consisting of parts, of the 
counties of Orange, Cumberland and Johnston, which, 
in compliment to the lady of governor Tryon, was called 
Wake; another of parts of the counties of Orange and 
Rowan, which was called Guilford, and a third out of 
the southern part of the county of Orange, to which, the 
name of Chatham was given. 

In order to afford some relief against the great scarci- 
ty of a circulating medium, a temporary act was passed, 
forbidding sheriffs to sAl property, taken in execution, 
for less than two thirds of the appraised value; chattels, 
for which two thirds of the appraised value could not be 
obtsuned, were to be received in satisfaction of the debt, 
and the plaintiff was at liberty to take lands, or give fur- 
ther time. The king, province and British merchants 
were not to be affected by this act. 

The northern part of the county of Rowan was erect- 
ed into a new county, to which the name of Surry was 
given. 

With a view to encourage the establishment of post- 
offices and pqst roads, which had lately been established 
by the postmaster general, through the province, a law 
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was passed, making the expense of ferrying mail carriers 
a public charge, and compelling persons, called upon by 
die rider, to carry the mail, in case of sickness or fiiilure 
of his horse, and forward it to the next office, at the ex* 
pense of the postmaster general. 

On the request of the lower house, the governor caus- 
ed all the books and papers of the secretary's office, to 
be removed from Wilmington to Newbern. 

Several thousand families of the Presbyterian denom- 
ination, having removed from the mother country and 
the northern colonies, settled in the frontier counties of 
the province, exposed to tlie dangers of savage Indians, 
and subject to all the hardships and difficulties of culti- 
vating a desolate wilderness, under thei expectation of 
enjoying, to the fullest extent, the exercise of their reli- 
gious privileges, as a people, attached to the doctrine, 
wcM^ip and discipline of the church of Scotland, as 
summed up in the Westminster confession of £iitb; 
and the Presbyterian mhiisters were prohibited, by an 
act passed in 1768, from celebrating the rites of matri- 
mony among their congregation^, according to their con- 
fession of fidth, by publication in their rdigiolis assem- 
blies, nor allowed, without license, unless by paying a 
fee to the Episcopal clergymen, the incumbent of the 
parish: the rigor of the law was relaxed and Pres- 
byterian ministers, legally called and ordained 
in any congregation of the province, were allowed to 
solemnize the rites of matrimony, according to the 
Westminster confession of faith, between persons of 
the Presbyterian denomination and members of the 
minister's congregation, without paying any fee to 
the minister of the established church of England 
in the parish* 
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Six tboasand pounds of powder and two thousand 

pounds of balls and shot were directed to be par^ 

chased by the captain commandant of fort John- 
son. 

Just as the legislature was about to adjourn, in- 
formation wad received, that the regulators had as- 
sembled, in great numbers, at Cross creek; on which 
the assembly voted a sum of five hundred pounds, 
to be at the disposal of the governor, in order to em 
able him to guard i^tnst their approach towards 
Newbem, whither^ it was reported, they intended 
to come and set the palace on fire. 

The legislature was prorogued on the 26th of 
January. 

With a view to prevent the regulators from being 
supplied with ammunition, the governor, early in the 
month of February, issued a proclamation, prohi- 
biting all merchants, traders, or others, from supply- 
ing any person with powder, shot or lead, until fur* 
ther notice. 

Towards the latter part of the month, a letter 
firotn Redmund Howell, from Halifax, to James Hun- 
ter, a chief of the regulators, was intercepted and 
forwarded to the governor. It appeared the writer 
had been sent into the county of Halifax, with a 
view to induce the people to rise and march to 
Newbem, in order to join the men who were gather- 
ed at Cross creek, and intended to proceed to New- 
bem; but, having been detained, by some accident, 
an the road, he heard, on his arrival in Halifax, of 
Husband^s being admitted to bail, on which he judg- 
ed it unnecessary to stir the people. He expressed 
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than the law allowed them to feceive^ without auy 
trouble or law lor ttie recovery of the «ame.^* Tiie 
committee^ oo ttaeir part, agreed, that, «^vfhefi any 
doubt should arise, all persons within the county, 
should i^ve in their demands to such persons, as 
should be appointed by the people, in each neigh- 
bourhood to receive the same, and be determine^ 
by gentlemen, jointly chosen by both parties, whose 
judgment should be finaL'* The persona wore Ma« 
tbew Locke, Hermoa Husband, James Smithi Jaties 
Hunter, Samuel Youi^ Thom^s Person, John Cain 
and James Graham; John Frohock, clerk of the 
county court, Thomas Frohock, clerk of the su« 
perior court, John Brawly, register, Griffith RutLer- 
ford, sheriff^ William Frohock, his deputyi Benjar 
min Miller, Andrew Ellison, Francis Locke, WiU 
liam T. Cole former eherifis, Alexander Martin and 
John Dunn: they agreed to meet on (he third Tuea* 
day in May. 

A epeciftl court of oyer ^id terminer Waa lield a(^ 
Newbem, on the 1 1th of March, under tlie late act 
of assembly! aad bills of indictment were found 
against William Butkr, John Gappen, Samuel De^ 
viocy, James Hunter, Mathew Hamilton and Aed« 
nap Howell^ for riotously and firloniously breaking 
the hoiMe of Edmund Fanning, on the 2Ath of Sep* 
tember, 171^0, and otherl against the same persons 
and Hermon Hoaband, John Frost, Eli firatisolkis 
Thomas H. Smith, James Lowe, Daniel Smith, Jer^ 
emiab Fields^ John Gugle, William Dunn, Henry 
Litterssani Thomas Weltk>m, Ninian B. HamiltoiH 
Petet Cjaven, William Payne, RobiaeOB Torke, 
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Benben Sand^non, James Bignour* James Haridon, 
Samuel CnlbertaoD and Patrick Crayton, for an as- 
aaoltoo John WilUamB, at Hilbborougfa, on the 24th 
of September, 1770. Befi>re the rise of the court» 
an association paper was drawn up, by which the 
subscribers solemnly engaged *^to support goTem* 
moot against the insurgents, at the risk of their lives 
and fortmies, and to adopt every salutary measure, 
in their power, for restoring peace and tranquility, 
and enforcing a due execution of the laws of the pro- 
▼inceJ^ It was immediately subscribed by the go* 
▼enor, the members of the council, the speaker of 
the house of assembly, the grand jury and a consi- 
derable number of other persons of respectability. 
The paper was afterwards circulated through the 
county of Craven, and few persons withheld their 
signatures: similar papers were circulated in the 
neighboring ooonties, and they met with equal sue- 



. On the 24th of April, governor Tryon, attended 
by several of the members of the council and a 
number of other influential characters, marched 
from the town of Newborn, at the bead of about 
three hundred men, a small train of artillery and a 
nmnber of baggage waggons, to the settlement of 
the rq^lators, according to the recommendation of 
the coonciL On the 3d of May, be found himself 
at the head of a small body of men, composed of 
detachments finom the county of New Hanover, un- 
der the orders of colonel John Ashe, of the county 
of Craven, under colonel Joseph Leech, of the coun* 
if of Dobbsy under colonel Richard Caswell, of the 
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county of Qnelow, under colonel Craig, of the coun- 
ty of Carteret, under colonel William Thompson, of 
the county of Johnston, under colonel Needham 
Bryan, of the county of Beaufort, with a company 
of artillery, commanded by captain Moore and a 
company of rangers under captain Neale. 

The army marched, on the 4th, to Hunter's lodge, 
in the county of Wake, where they were joined by 
a detachment from that couQty, under colonel John 
Hinton. A party was ordered to attend the sheriff 
in levying the fines, due from the men, who had at- 
tended a muster of the militia, without arms, on the 
preceding dsiy, and in collecting the taxes due in the 
neighborhood, except from those who had joined 
the army as volunteers. 

On the ninth, they marched to Enoe river, and en- 
camped within a few miles from the town of Hillsbo- 
rough, where they were joined by a detachment from the 
county of Orange, under colonel Eldmund Fanning ; 
here an express arrived from general Waddle, with the. 
infrxtnation, that the regulators had surrounded him, 
with a fcroe more considerable, than it was possible 
tor them to collect, and in consequence of the deser- 
tion, or what was much worse, the connexion he had 
discovered to subsist l)etween hb own camp and that of 
the regulators, be had the mortification to make a re- 
treat to Salisbury, the only resource left him ; accounts 
were also received, that the regulators were advancing, 
with the avowed intention of opposing the governor's 
inarch, and fears were entertained, they would reach 
Haw river soon enough to obstruct lus passage, the 
fiird of that stream being so eaaUy defended, that, on 
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that contingency, the crosring of it must have cost a 
great deal of blood. The inhabitanU of the neighbor- 
hood being gcnciaUy disaficcted to the government, no 
inteUigcnce, diat could be relied upon, was to be ob- 
tained. except that the regulators were in cooaiderablfi 
numbers and determined to give battle. 

The army marched through the town on the following 
day ; the sick were left there, as well as the carts attend- 
ing the army, which were found to delay the march ; 
waggons were substituted for them ; the governor was 
joined by a volunteer company of light horse, under 

captain Bullock. 

The troops advanced to Haw river on the 13th, and 
on the folbwing day reached the great Alamance ; one 
third of the army was ordered to remsun under arms, 
during the whole night, to be relieved every second 

hour* 

On the 15tb, a messenger from the regulators brought 
a petition to the governor; the object of it was to de- 
sire, that he would redress the grievances of the people, 
as the only means of preventing that bloodshed, which, 
from the ardour of the leaders and of the iroQpa^an both 
sides, must otherwise ensue ; his answor was d^rrd 
within four hours; the governor sent the messenger 
back, with a promise that^n answer would be returned 
on the following day, by noon. John Ashe and John 
Walker, who were sent out of camp on duty, were, in 
the evening, seized by the regulators, tugged up to 
trees, severely whipped and made priaoncre. 

At night, the orders of the preoeding ercoing were re- 
newed; the cavalry were direct ^ keep their horses 
saddled, duriiig the whole night, and to keep a grand 
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guard of ten men/at about half a mile to^vards the head 
of the cafnp» a little off the road to Salisbury. 

The army moved the next morning, at break of day, 
without beat of drum, leaving their tents standing, and 
their baggage and Waggons in the camp ; one company, 
from the detaohment of Johnston county, with such 
men as were not able to march briskly, remained behind, 
as a guard to the camp, under the orders of colonel 
Bryan ; the waggbn horses were kept in their geers, and 
the whole army was drawn into a hollow square. 

At a distance of five miles from the camp, the armies 
being within half a mile from each other, three 
guns were fittd, as a signal to form the line of battle, 
which was immediately done. The governor's men 
were dmwn into two lines, at the distance of one hun- 
dred yards from eadi other ; the detachment of the coun- 
ties of Craven and Beaufort formed the right wing of 
the front line, and those of the counties of Carteret and 
Orange .the lefk, with the artillery in the centre ; the de- 
tachment of die county of New Hanover, and three com- 
panies of the county of Dobbs, formed the right wing of 
the second line, and those of the counties of Onslow and 
Johnston, with the test of that of Dobbs, the left ; the 
detachment of the county of Wake, with a troop off 
light horsemen from that of Duplin, reinforced the rear 
guard ; the rangers covered the flanks on both sides, 
facing to the right ; the troq[> of light horse, from the 
county of Orange, escorted the governor ; the detach- 
ment of the counties of Carteret and Onslow were di- 
rected, in case of an attack on the left wing, to form an 
angle from their respective lines, to cover the lef^ flank. 

The regulators were encamped at some disiMcc? 
their number exceeded, in a small degree, those of the 
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governor; they were headed by Hermon Husband, 
James Hunter and William Butler; they answered the 
governor's guns by three huzzas and beating to arma> 
A message was then sent them, in reply to their peti- 
tion ; the purport of it was, that the governor had, in 
every circun«stance, both in his particular and legislative 
capacity, pursued every measure that was in hb pov^er, 
to quiet them, but without effect ; he had now nothin j^ to 
offer them, but was bound to require of them an imme- 
diate submission to government, a promise of paying 
their taxes, so long withheld from the public, an imme- 
diate return to their respective places of re»dence, and a 
solemn assurance, that they would no longer protect the 
individuals who were indicted, firom a fiur trial for their 
offences ; he concluded, by allowing them one hour to 
consider, and if they did not then yidd and accept ao fiur 
a proposal, the drcumstancea that would follow would 
be imputed to them alone. 

On the arrival of the messenger at the camp of the 
regtilators, they impatiendy heard the readmg of the go- 
vernor's answer to their petition, and bid him return 
to Billy Tryon, and say they defied hnn, and bottle 
was all they wanted ; some cf tbdr leaders, however, 
prevailed on them to listen to a second reading of the 
paper; but the.v again expressed their impatience to come 
to an engagement, with the most violent imprecations. 
On the return of the messenger, the army marched to 
within three hundred yards of the r^;ulators' camp, and 
there halted. The regulators advanced abo, in order of 
battle, to a short reach of the road, where they baited 
likewise, craving tlieir hats as a challenge, to dare their 
to advance. 
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. Governor TryoD now sent a ma^atrate and an offl« 
cer, with a proclamation, commanc&ig the insurgents 
to disperse within one hour: the magistrate read it aloud^ 
in front of the lines; but they disdained listcniiig .to him^ 
eiying out battle! battle!! On the return of themagis* 
trate, the governor understanding that. the reg;alators 
proposed putting John Ashe and Joho Walker in fnMit 
of their lines, sent a messagCi that, as he should' keep the 
prisoners he had taken in a place of safety, be hoped (ha 
same care would be taken of those gentlemen. To ttus, 
they returned no direct answer; but proposed t4 suite»i' 
der these two prisoners, if the governor would surrender 
those he had taken, seven in number. The prdposition 
pf so unequal an exchange, implying a CQiioea^Qn on 
the part of the governor^ was, at first, rejected; bpt, aS 
last, at die solicitation of his men, who were a^fe^ 
faensive of the treatment that these two persons might re^ 
ceive, he agreed to the exchange. The eneriny bdng 
tardy in their compliance, and the army coo^pkiining of 
the extreme heat of the sun, and manifi»ting gt*^t impa-; 
tience to advance, it was thought advisable to lead them 
on. They marched in profiiund sileace, tiU the linies of 
both parties met, almost breast to breast. The govenlot 
forbade his men to fire until he ordered them. The first 
rank were almost mixed with those oC the enemy, 4rho 
were stationed a litde before the main body, add who now 
began to retreat slowly, to join their army, bellowing^ 
defiance and daring their opponents to advance. ..Tho 
^I'my kept on till within twenty «five yards of them and 
tben hated. The regulators continued to call on the 
l^vemor to order his men to fire: sevei^ of tbeta ad* 
vandng towards the utillery, c^iening ihiir breasts and 
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defyiiig them to btgin^ The army law them going to 
the spot they bad determined to occupy, ami which was 
beat calaulaiid to aecure them, and annoy it. The 
ground they abandoned, was the place they wished the 
governor to occupy, andithe only one he. could, with- 
out action, obtain. He was entirely open to their fire; 
and most of them were secure from his; and^ as the 
greatest part of the artillery was in the roadj they dis- 
pSsedtheir beat troops to attack it. 

An adjutant was now sent, to the enemy ^s camp, to 
receive John Ashe and John Walker, who brought for 
an answer, that they would be surrendeied within 
half an hour. He was sent back to inform the regu- 
lators, that the governor would wait no longer, and that, 
if they did not directly lay down their arms, they should 
be fired on. Fire and be d ■ d, was the answer. 
The governor, ordering his men to fire, was not imme- 
diately obeyed ; on which, rising on his stirrups and 
turning to tus men, he called out "fire! fire on them or on 
me." The action now began, and, ahnost iuatantiy , be« 
came gcnend» 

Tbe insurgents, pursuing the Indian mode of fightings 
did considerable injur}'' to the king's troops; but, owing 
to the artilleiy^ and firmness of the latter, were, after a 
eonrflictof onehour, struck with a panic and fled, leaving 
upwaids of twenty dead, and a number of wounded. 
The fugitives were pursued, and several prisoners, were 
made. The loss of the governor was only nine killedr 
and Mxty-onc woqnded. The Jaurels which he g^ned 
on thb day, were sullied by a vindictive and intemperate 
behaviour. Towards the evening, when eyery thing 
was quiet,, and the ncnlatoni defeated and diq^ersed. 
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oaptain Few, one of the prisoners made in the pursuit, 
was, by his orders, without a trial, hung on a tree. 

On the following day, the governor issued a procla* 
madon giving notice, that every person, except those 
who were outlawed or prisoners in the camp, who, 
within five days, would oome in, lay down his arms, 
take the oath of allegiance, promise to pay his talces 
and submit to the laws of his country, would receive 
a free pardon. The proviso was afterwards enlarged, 
firom time to time, to the 10th of July^ but the follow* 
ing persons were excluded from the benefits of the pro- 
clamation: Samuel Jones, Joshua Geague, SaiAuel 
Wagoner, Simon Dunn, jr. Abraham Creaon, Benja- 
min Meritty James Wiftinson, sen., Edward Smithy 
John Bumpass, Joseph Boring, William Rankin^ Wil- 
liam Robeson, John Winkler, John Wilcox, laeob 
Telfair and Thomas Person. 

' The army marched, on the 21st, to Sandy creek, 
where they encamped and halted for a week. Detach- 
menta were sent to assist in the oollectioD of taxes, aind 
to disiierse the regulators, who were lurking about ii| 
parties. A reward of one thousand acres of ^bnd and 
one hundred pounds, in money, was ofiered, for the 
apprehension of Hermon Husband, James Butler, 
Rednap Howel, and other chiefs of the regulators, or 
either of them, dead or alive. Parties were sent to lay 
waste dieir plantations. The army next proceeded to 
the Jersey settlements, crosmng Deep river and Flat 
Swamp; they stopped two days and marched to Betha- 
b«ra,> a Moravian town, by Reedy creek. 

Tbc army bdng joined by general Waddle, with » 
lai|;e body of men, letiiraed on tfie 9th of June, by 
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i^lack Jack, Bu&lo, Big Troublesome and Back 
creeks, to Hillsborough, which they reached on die 14tb. 
A special court of oyer and terminer, was held, for the 
ttial of twelve of ihe prisoners, taken in the battle: they 
were indicted for high treason, convicted and received 
sentence of death, The execution of six of them waa 
respited, tiU the king's pleasure was known. On the 
X9th, the others were executed. The whole army was 
drawnout under arms, except the quarter guard and sen- 
tinels. They formed and marched, in a hollow, oblong 
square ; the artillery forming the front and rear ^ices: 
the first line> the right, and the second, the left face: the 
main guard marphing in the centre, 'with the sheriff and 
prispqenK the ligiit horse, covering the out^de of the 
flanks to keep off the mob. This order of march 
^d been sketched out, and pven in general orders, 
by the governor, who stooped, in thi^ manner, to point 
p^t the spot ^r the erection of the gallows, and to give 
orders lor deaning the field around, to make room for 
ibt army. An acute writer, in the newspapers of the 
^ay^ observed, t^t the governor'9 minute and personal 
attention to these particulars, left a ridiculous idea of lua 
character belund, bearing 9 strong resemblance to that 
of an undertaker at a funeral. 

On the following dajr, the army left Hillsborough, 
aqd encamped at Stone preek. The next morning, the 
gQvemor took leave of thrtn, and proceeded to New. 
bem. Jhe troops moved, l3y sbw marches, to colonel 
Bryan's, in the ccHinty of Jcrfmston, near the ^lot; 
where the town of Smittt&eld has ance been estabiishcdi 
The different detachments 9epai9led, and to^k ^ sBort- 
«^r^9t^th($irrei4pectiye counties. * . ' - 
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On tu8 arrival at Newbem, governor Tryon took 
shipping for the province of New- York, to take 
^hai^of the afliura of that govemmenti to which he had 
been appointed. 
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CHAPTER IX 



Ok tiie departure of goTtnior Tryon^ the adminuH 
tratioB of flie affluct of the province devolved on 
James Haael^ the president of the coundiy who wai 
qaaliiled on the Ist of Joly. He did not hold loog 
the reins of government; for on the 11th of the follow- 
ing months Josiali Martin, who had been appointed 
governor of the province, arrived from New-Tork 
at Newborn. 

This gentleiiian was a brother of Samnri M|^in, 
who had been a member of the British parliament 
and secretary of the treasury, and who, having been 
reflected on, in one of the numbers of the North 
Briton, fought in a duel, and wounded the famous 
John Wilkes, the author of that paper, in the year 
1768. The governor was a native of England, had 
hitherto followed the profession of arms, and risen (o 
the rank of a major. 

He met (he legblature, for the first time, in the 
middle of the month of November, in the town of 
Newbem. After some prefatory encomiums on the 
late governor, he congratulated the houses on the 
restoration of the province to tranquility and order, 
and recommended the consideration of dfectual reso- 
lutions against the return of the evils that had lately 
disturbed it. To attain this olgect, he said, it appear- 
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ed nt cuu aj to obviate all joai groimda of the diacon- 
tent of the people and to afford the fnlleat poaaible 
evidence of the jnat administration of the flnances of 
the province; to correcti aa fiur as human prudence 
could, all manner of abuses and ^ve every fadlitj to 
tte administration of jnstiGe. 

He recommended, as war was still raging on the 
continent of Europe, and kepi Great Britain in a 
state of watchftilness, which rendered caution in the 
colonies necessary, that the militia of the province 
be pot on a respectable footiog, and that provisions 
might be made for the establishment of fort Johnston, 
and supplying the garrison with suficient stores. 

Ue concluded by observing, that, as the public 
faith stood pledged, he conceived it needless to say any 
thing on the provision necessary to be made for de- 
fniyiug the charges of the late and important services 
of the troops, and expressed his hope that the house 
of assembly wpuld, at least, indemnify the leader 
under whose auspices they had acted for his personal 
expenses, generously undertaken for the good of the 
province, and that thb being done, the king's sub- 
jects, lately misled, having returned to their duty, the 
veil of oblivion should be drawn over tlie late un- 
happy troubles, and all the distinctions and animosi- 
ties, which they created^ extinguished. 

At th^ request of the governor the members of both 
houses took the oath of abjuration, as altered by an 
act of the sixth year of the king's re^, which had 
never been used in the province. 

The answer of the house of assembly was compli- 
mentary. They observed^ that prohibited as they 
were, by an act of parlivnent, (rom any further ends- 
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aieD «f piper momBj, ibt incoinneniencnss arisiog from 
a mmt of specie to wrve m a medinm of trade (cott« 
soil in all yoong coaatriea) were changed into real 
dktreas, equally felt and lamented by.uidWidnala and 
(he pablic, and expieaaed their earnest wish, that the 
only mode for paying the public deht^ which tte 
drcnmstances of the country would prrmit them to 
adopty might prove just and satisfactory to the public 
creditors. 

It appearing^ from a state of public funds made by 
John Burgwin, that a sum more than equal to the 
amoant of the bills emitted in 1748 and 1754, had 
been collected, and that there would be a balance in 
fkvor of the province after the payment of the arrears, 
for which security had been given^ of upwards of 
four thousand pounds; a bill was brought in and 
passed both houses, fur discontinuing the poll tax 
and duty on liquors, and for the redemption of the 
bills issued. 

The gr^vemor having received, during the session, 
the king's instractions to appoint commissioners to 
continue the southern boundary of the province; run 
in the year 1763, as far as the Salisbury road, till 
it should reach the Cherokee line, applied to the low** 
er house to be enabled to defray the expense of that 
service. But the house, in reply, desired, through 
faimy to have it made known to the king, that if the 
running of the line should be carried into execution, 
it would occasion the greatest injury to the province, 
as it would deprive it of a great number of useful in^^ 
habitants, by law and custom engrafted into its ooop 
stitution, counteract a number of established law« 
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and take from it a great part of valuable laad^ posaee* 
aed under patents^ issued by the governors of Nortli 
CaroUoa; cut oflf all commuoicatioii and commerce 
with the Indians, by leaving only a tract of land over 
impassable mountains between them, and deprived 
the province of several thousand pouuds, laid out in 
running the western line, which would^ by this 
means, be taken into South Carolina. 

Both houses concurred in instructions to the com- 
mittee of correspond ence^ to direct the agent of the 
province to solicit permission to import salt from 
Spain and Portugal; the speaker was desired to ad- 
dress the speaker of the house of burgesses of the 
province of Vii^nia and request that the agent of that 
province might be instructed to use his interest for. 
the same purpose. The governor was also addressed 
for his aid. 

The house of assembly appointed a committee to 
draw up an address to the king, the lords and com* 
mous of Great Britain, setting forth, that the house^ 
ever ready to support the king's honor and dignity, 
had with spirit and libehility fallen upon a method 
to pay the great expense of the late expedition 
against the insurgents, in support of the king's gov- 
ernment; but being restricted from emitting a paper 
currency to be a tender in payment of debts, the only 
method they could, in the distressed situation of the 
country, fall upon, was by stamping debenture bills, 
as a temporary expedient, chargeable upon the trea- 
sury of the province; but, as the expedient was atten- 
ded with great inconvenience to the public, and the 
individuals who were to receive them^might sustain 
injury from their depreciation, and as those individ- 
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uals were those who had, at the risk of then* Ihres, atood 
fiMth in aopport of the king's goverament apd the con* 
stimtion of the colony, they prayed that, in consideratioR 
of those people, as wdl as of the situation of die province, 
libouring under great distress for want of a currency, 
file act of parliament, against issuing a paper currency, 
might be repealed so &r, at least, as respected North Car- 
olina: and the committee were desired to set forth, in 
die address, that the house would frame the law, so as to 
prevent British creditors from sufiering, in case such 
currency should depreciate in value. 

The house of assembly addressed the governor 
for a general pardon to all persons, conceroed in the 
late insurrection, except Hermon Husband, Red- 
nap Howell and William Burke, whose crimes, they 
Midi were too atrocious to merit any degree of leni- 
ty. He answered, that his wishes corresponded 
with the humane and generous disposition of the 
house, to conciliate the minds of the king^s subjects 
and establish peace and. good order throughout the 
l^rovince, on the firmest basis: he had anticipated 
their wishes; but, considering such a general pardon 
out of the limits of his power, he had offered sucb a 
measure to the royal consideration and would for- 
ward their request to Great Britain. 

The bill, which had passed the house, for discon- 
tinuing the tax and duty, imposed for the redemp^ 
tion of the paper money, and another for striking 
twenty thousand pounds in debenture bills, on bank 
paper, to be exchanged for all such debenture and 
tender bills, as were in circulation m the province, 
were rejected* 
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An act was passed to indemntfj snch penoaSf as . 
had acted in defence of government and the pre- 
serration of public peace, during the late insurrec" 
tion, from vexatious suits, and another Cmt appoinl-i 
ing Henry Eustace M'CuUough, esq. agent for tlw 
province. « 

A town was established on the south side of Tat 
river, in the county of Pitt, which, in comfrfiment to 
the new governor, was called Martinboroi^i^. Tht 
name of it was altered, in a few years aftec,lo thai 
of Greenville, out of respect to General Nathanttl 
Greene. r- i 

The settlements in the back part of the province 
rapidly increasing; a road was directed to be laid 
out, from the western frontier, through the counties 
of Mecklenburg, Rowan, Anson and Cumberland, to 
the town of Campbellton, on the northern bank' of 
Cape Fear river. 

On the 23d of December, the governor dissolved 
the assembly: no reasons were assigned for the mea-^ 
sure: but it was believed to have been occasioned 
by the resolve of the house of assembly, declaring^ 
that the collection of the poll tait aiid the duty on 
liquors, for the redemption of the currency, ou^t to 
be discontinued. 

^' To prevent the effect of it, a few days after the 
legislature had adjourn^, the governor issued bis 
proclamation, stating, that the suggestion that the 
act, imposing the tax and duty, had its intended 
. eftct, by raisii%, from the people, the whole suni 
emitted upon the credit of (hose funds, and, conse-< 
quently, that the tax and duty ought hot to be col-«' 
fected, was a fallacy and a very gross misrepresen-* 
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tation of the fact; the money collected having been 
direrted to other services and a great part of it 
remaining in the hands of the sheriffs and collectors, 
who had not yet accounted for it to the treasurers: 
' therefbre^it appeared that there still remained extant 
and in circulation, a considerable quantity of the 
bills of credit, for the sinking of which, the produce 
of the tax and duty was the only remaining appro* 
priated fond, and the public faith stood engaged to 
oodtinue them, till other funds were provided for the 
extinction of the paper, or till, by their means, it was 
collected and destroyed: he therefore warned the 
•hefifls and collectors to carry the acts of 1749 and 
17A4 into effect, until they were legally repealed. 

In the course of the winter, a female adventurer pass-^ 
ed through the province and attracted great notice. She 
hwl assumed the name of Lady Susanna Carolina Ma- 
tildsif sister to the queen of Great Britain, and had ua- 
vdkd through the province of Virginia, from one gen- 
tieman's house to another, under those pretentions. She 
made astonishing impressions in many places, affixting 
the manners of royidty so inimitably, that many had the 
honor of kisvng her hand. 

To some she promised governments, to others regi* 
ments, or promotions of different kinds in the treasury^ 
army and navy: in short, she acted her part so adroitly a»- 
to levy heavy contributions upon some persons of the 
highest rank. She received the marked attention of go* 
vemor Martin and his lady, whilst in Newbcm; and pro- 
ceeded thence to Wilmington, where riie was also le- 
cciyed with great marks of distinction. At last, after re- 
maining some days in Charieston, she was detected and 
opptchcnded. Hcrieal name was Saiah WHsonj having 
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been taken into the service of one of the muds of honor 
to the queen, she found access into one of the royal apart- 
ments, and breaking open a cabinet, rifled it of many 
valuable jewels, for which she was apprehended, tried and 
condemned to die; but through the interpodtion of her 
mistress, her sentence was softened into transportation. 
She had, accordingly, been landed, in the preceding fall, 
in Maryland, where she was purchased by a Mr* W. Du* 
val, of Bush creek, Frederick ccunty. After a short 
residence there, she efl^tcd her escape into Virginia, and 
when at a prudent distance, assumed the name and char- 
acter of the queen's sister, having brought with her, from 
England, clothes that served to favor the deception, and 
a part of the jewels, together with her majesty's picture, 
which had proved so fatal to her. 

In the course of the summer, the governor visited 
most parts of the province, particularly, those in 
which the late disturbances and commotions had 
prevailed. In the month of August, the six regula* 
tor chiefs, on whom sentence of death had been 

• 

passed, and whose execution had been respited by 
governor Tryon, received ttie king's absolute par-* 
don. On the 24th, governor Martin granted a char- 
ter to the inhabitants of the town of Tarborough, in 
the county of I^gecombe, allowing them, , among 
other privil^es, that of electing a member to sit 
and vote in the bouse of assembly* 

The meeting of the legislative body was postpon- 
ed till the 25th of January. The governor apprised 
the bouses, be had the king^s command to propose 
the passage of an act of general pardon and oblivi* 
on, in &vor of the persons, concerned in the late 
trtubleey the effect of which was, however, to be 
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suspended tiH • the king^s pleasare was known, and 
expressed his hope, that, after extending mercy to 
the offenderB against the public peace, it might be 
thought becoming the superintending care of the le* 
gislature to promote its future security, by perma^ 
nent laws. He drew the attention of the bouse, to 
the necessity of framing a court system, on certain, 
settled and permsnent principles, the acts for the 
establishment of the superior and inferior courts, 
which had been made temporary, expiring at the 
end of the session. 

A select committee was appointed to frame a court 
law; they were instructed to make provision for the es- 
tablishment of superior and inferior courts, in one bill; 
to vest theappointment of the clerks of the superior court, 
which heretofore belonged to the clerk of the crown, 
in the chief justice; to restnun the clerks of the pleas 
from selling the offices of clerks of inferior courts; to 
vest the power of granting letters of administration and 
testamentary, in the inferior, to the exclusion of the su^ 
perior courts; to extend the jurisdiction of a justice, out 
of court, to causes to the vidue of five pounds. 

A bill, framed according to those instructions, hamg^ 
passed the house of assembly, the council, on its third 
reading, proposed, that the district of Hillsborough 
should be abolished, and a new one erected at Camp^ 
bellton, to be composed of the comities of Anson^ 
Cumberland, Chatham, Guilfoixl and Wake, and that 
the counties of Omnge and Granville be added to Uie 
district of Halibx; that, in all cases of attachment, whene 
the defendant resided in Europe, proceeding* shoukl bo 
alaid, bcfoic plea, one year; that the inferior oourt of 
pleas should be hekl by justices of the quommir tiMf 
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the derk of the pleas should be permitted to reserve to 
himseif a reasonable proportion of the profits and emol* 
uments of the clerks of inferior courts. The house of 
assembly refused to concur inthany of theamendments^ 
except the second; the council passed the bill: it con* 
tained a clause, suspending its effect) till the king's plea- 
sure was known, and, in this shape, received the gover- 
nor's assenL 

. Some immediate provision, however, being indispen- 
sable, separate bills were introduced, to renew and con- 
tinue, for a limited time, the acts under which the supe- 
rior and infivior courts had hitherto been holden. On 
the third reading of the superior court bill, in the house 
of assembly^ a clause was struck out, which had been 
introduced as an amendment, in the council. , The ob- 
ject of it was to exempt the estates of such persons, as 
bad never resided in the province, from the process of 
attachment, otherwise than according to the laws and 
statutes of England. On the return of the bill, the 
coundl insisted on their amendment, observing, that it 
was so penned, as to give to the people of the province 
every benefit,'enjoyed by the people of England, in res^ 
pect to attachments, and what that benefit was, or how be 
restrained, was left at large for the construction of courts 
of law. 

The house answered, that they had struck out the 
clause, inscrte4 by the council, after the most mature 
deliberation; they were of opinion, that it would be 
highly inconsistent with the commercial policy of the 
province, to reliquisb the benefit of the attachment t^ 
the eflfects of those, who did not re^de in the province, 
as from the absense of their persons, the creditors had no 
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security, but what Tns derived from thdr proper^ in 
die prortnoet upon the bhh of which, those debtors had, 
io leaoy imtiiices, obcuncd credit. They added, the 
privilege ibcy chumcd, was exercised by many, if not by 
ai the Americui provioccs, varied agreeably to the ctr- 
cumstanocs of each particoUr place, and regulated by 
cokxuil laws, and, in some instances, by the munidpal 
customs, in ccnain liberties and franchises of Great 
Britain: and as iher could observe nothing in their par. 
tictibr constitution that could vindicate a construction, 
so injurious to ibr cnuotrr, they could not, in justice to 
t h e m se h Ta and thdr constituents, assent to it. They 
took Dotke, that the cbu5e,proposcd by the council, was 
not confined to the inhatuisnts of Great Britain; but ex- 
tended its influence lo persons, readcnt in other colonies, 
whose elixts wnr thereby, guarded from attachment 
fcr any debt they owed to the inhatutants of the province, 
whose property was Gable to become the subject of at- 
tachment, at their suits, for any debt they might owe to 
thnn. 

Tbe sane amendment was made to that part of the in-^ 
Krrior court biH, whidi related to judicial attachments; 
the bouse ressted the introductian of it, on the ground 
of itsuiutiUty; for, asthebtU stood, the sheriff could not 
fctum dot the defendant could not be found, unless he 
hsd bcci« at hb house or pbce of :ibode. The clause 
•l>pearing inoperative, the bouse thought themselves 
bound to reject it, m its introduction would be conud' 
rml, a^pRsumptivccvidenceof an incbnaUon, on their 
pari, to nrliiiquish die right of attadung the estates of 
persons, nho had never resided in the province: a right 
-\ iiiuk-r proper rcguhtimst would appear equita- 
l n.t^ essential to tbe wcU being of the colony. 
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They avowed it, as the sense of the house, that, by the 
laws and customs of Great Britain, no provision was 
made for attachments : that as far as they were known 
there, they existed- by municipal customs, were con- 
fined to liberties and franchises, governed by the particu- 
lar circumstances of place and people, and so essentially 
local in their application, as not to admit of being ex- 
tended by any analogy to the province ; and as they 
would have to be referred, in case the amendment of the 
council took place, to tlie laws and statutes of Great 
Britain, for a remedy by attachment, the .application 
must, from what had been observed, be altogether nu- 
gatory and fruitless. 

They expressed their belief, that the judges of the 
courts of law, zealous for the welfare ot the province, 
would give a liberal construction to the clause proposed ; 
but, bv tlie laws in force, their decisions would be con- 
fined and fettered. With this restriction, the house 
thought, no legal, just interpretation could be formed, 
but what must operate as a denial of the benefits sought 
from the attachment laws, and they thought that, to se- 
cure so important a privilege, the mode of exercising it 
should be grounded on certainty, the law positive and' 
express, and nothing left for the exercise of doubt and 
discretion. 

They mentioned, as a circumstance that could not 
have escaped the notice of the council,' that the law was 
to continue in force for six months, and from thence to 
the end of the next session of assembly ; and in die 
manner in which the house had passed the bill, it was 
incumbent on the creditor to give his foreign debtor 
notice for a twelvemonth, before he could bind his 
effects by attachment : so that it was left altogether in 
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tflK power of gofcromcnt, to pre^Tnt this law having 
waj dcct w l a to oc v cr, with regard to foreign debtors, by 
putdng Wk cad to its operation, beGsre twdve months 
(trfaidi must necessarily be the case) or a longer time 



The house Ixxe the foUest testimony to the necessity 
cf courts cf law;- and the many disdvantages whidi' 
ant arise from a fiBme of a doe Astribotion of jus- 
dot, QU die orimioal ade, they obsenred, were too ob- 
vious to be aocntiQiicd; diey hoped, the coundl would 
cqpaBT ftd far die honor and interest of the province, 
«d concious cT the heneft dMt had been derived by 
Ike pnpk, from the ri^ they had hitherto enjoyed, oC 
ttadbii^ Ae eftcts oTfareigners, they woold not part 
wadia provvaoQ, grounded on the principles of mutual 
md reciprocal jusdcc, die privadoo of wUch mustne- 
cessvily destroy that confidrnce and credit toforrighera 
jnd dc neighboring coloaies, upoo wittch the trade and 
prospcntT of the promoe depended* 

The oxincfl rejected dc superior court bill ; die in- 
^rricc oxirt hSt passed, but the governor wkhhdd hb 
assent &om it. 

A ciumbeiDg presented to the house oT assembly, tx 
scnriccs stiicd to hsTC been rtodertd the provmce^ in 
ruiuui^ the bee divkiing Une b aw t en the province and 
Soudi Carolioa, the house resohrcd, that, as the last as- 
sembtyhad so fuDr expressed the sense they had of the. 
u\jury that wouU accrue to die colony, dhould the line 
^y proposed to be run be carried into executicMi, and 
w the house were actuated with ifae same aentimentSy 
ihtv co^ not, by an^mesBs, c omkl er ac^ person em* 
ki dun service^ m the servant of the province, 
MuU uot dank lum cfldtkd to any 
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sjlowance from the protince, for any aid in the execu- 
tion of a measure^ so detrimental to U$ intcreat. 

The boM^e directed the committee of oorrespopdcipcc; 
to instruct the agent of the province to push the applica- 
tion concerning the lijberty of importiog; ^ from 1,4^ 
bon into the southern province^, with the ^id o.f other 
agents ; to endeavour to obtain some beneficial alterar 
tions in the present laws relative tp oav^ storesy ^uch v 
n liberty of proceeding to other ports of EuropCj ^ter 
touching at any port of £nglaod» and offer m^de to thp 
mvy, and also the liberty of convey^g nwa) storey to 
any of the islands in the West Indies^ in time of peace ; 
both regulations to be subject to the coQltrol pf the trqi- 
«ury, on apprehensions of war, &c. ; to procure a QOPr 
tinuance of the bounty on timber and stave^^ a9d tp re- 
gulate it so as to suit American timber, tb/^ pipespit di- 
mensions being taken from the timber in Germany ^ to 
represent the particular distress m^ ^tuadon pf t|iQ af- 
£urs of the province, especially as to the want of a qi|r« 
lency, or other medium by wbigh debts jcould b^ paid 
or executipns satisfied ; and that it was Qn these groufidi 
the present valuation law bad been passed ; tbat being 
entirely con&ned to thp inhabitants, of t^ ppovince, and 
in no way a&cting Qritish property^ it was .m be con* 
sidetcd as w^ internal i^gulation ; and ta u^ his bcst>en- 
deavours to prevent the i:epeal of it; to recpmrnwd tp 
his best oare, the a^u with the suspendin^t ^^usie* for 
the establishment of 4x»irt« ; tp ^raish kw 'veith thp 
reasons on which it wa« passed, and tP dicoqt (^10, ivfr- 
mediately and unrev^u^ty tp apply Cor the l^in^a al- 
Jk)wanQe of th^t act^ ^ prpyinqe baying the ^lelancboljf 
JprosfCQt,. p ^ pl«MWf was know?, of continuing 
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without court laws, exposed to every dreadful circura- 
stance that may attend the want of them. 

To enter at large into the proceedings ofi the bill for 
contmuing the superior court act for six months, and 
the great and important reasons that induced the house 
not to comply with the propositions made them concern- 
ing original attachments ; that the house conceived they 
had fully guarded the property of new residents, by the 
clause proposed in the law sent home, and that so im- 
portant did this matter appear to the province, that they 
could not think, by any means, of giving it up, and they 
submitted themselves and the unhappiness of tlieif pre- 
sent situation, to the king's paternal goodness, not doubt- 
ing but they would meet relief; choosing rather the mis- 
fortune of a temporary deprivation of laws, than to form 
a system whereby they might be left without any re- 
medy on that point. 

To explain to him' the reasons, on which the expenses 
of running the southern boundary line, were not paid ; 
that, in case another line should be ordered to be run, 
after weighing the complaint of the house, they would 
cheerfully answer the whble expense. 

That as lord Granville^s offixre had been shut for seve- 
ral years past, to the great inconvenience and grievance 
of the inhabitants of his territory, the agent might be di- 
rected to use his utmost endeavors, at the several boards, 
to induce the king to purchase the title of lord Granville, 
and that the lands in that part of the province, might be 
holden of th^ king, as in the others. 

The house came to a resolution, nem. con. that the 
right of attachment of the effects of foreigners had been 
long exercised by the inl^bitants of the provinee, in 
gjmmop with the othpr provinces in America, and se,- 
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veral trading cities, liberties and franchises in Great Bri. 
tain ; that it bad been found greatly beneficial to its trade 
and commerce, and the security of the property of indi- 
viduals, and that the house could not, by any public act 
of theirs, relinquish this right, without at the same time 
abandoning the interest of their constituents and the 
peace and happiness of the province. 

They directed their clerk to cause this resolve to be 
pubfished, with all the messages that had passed between 
the two houses, in all the gazettes of tfie province, and 
of Virginia and South Carolina. 

An act was passed, for the encouragement of the 
manufacture of pot and pearl ashes, by a bounty of eight 
shillings on every hundred weight of the former, and 
fifteen of the latter ; and a town was established on the 
south side of the north-west branch of Cape Fear river, 
in the county of Bladen, which was called Elizabethtown. 

On the «xth of March, the governor prorogued the 
legislature for two days ; at the expiration of that short 
period, it appeared, that so many of the members of the 
house of assembly hail returned home, that there did not 
remain a majority to constitute a house ; those who re- 
mained, refusing to proceed to business, till a majority 
could be procured; the governor, being informed of 
this, sent a message to the speaker, informing him, that, 
according to the king's instructions, fifteen members 
were a quortrai, and desired that the speaker might form 
a house with that niimber ; the speaker replied, that the 
members in town were of opinion, that it would be in- 
con»stent with their duty to their constituents, to legis- 
late, unless a majority of the members of the house 
were in their seats. The governor issued his procfar-" 
mation, dissolving the assembly. - 
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courts, to thb amount 6f tweatj ^unds, widi an ttppeal^ 
in cases of the ralae of five pounds or mott^ where the 
thfcs'or hnd and ibe rights of the crown, were not drawn 
into question. 

THfc legislative body w«s convened, and ikiei at New* 
bern; on the 4th of tkcember. After infbraiiqg it 
of thefirteof the court bill, iliegoveM»A{it»ri2edthemaf 
the principleis on wUch they might expect his assent to 
a new bill. He pressed upon them, the expe<Sency of 
making it permanent, aiid aBowing honorable sataries to 
the juj^. Hessud'he'was'autborisedto state, that the 
ruhrs whidi were insisted on, in -regard to attacbnentSt 
were those by wUch this kind of process was ngnhftedt 
in the oommerdal cities tifEngbnd, and other parts of 
Europe. He tecommended, that proper tompensBtioa 
might be provided for the services of ^ officers of jits* 
tioe, in attending the courts of oyer and terminer^ 
which the absence of a coilft law had imperiotisly called 
for; andTeminded ttiem, theft k still remained mth them, 
to render cflectual the kin^s-gradous inietttions,towaids 
the people, concerned in the lateinsurveiiion. 

liie housfe of assembly, in their answer, bewailed, as 
a circumstance, which added pungency to the distresses 
of the people, that there was so little expeotatioa of 
tdief iiW die interposition of govemmeitt. 

Theyadded, that, loyal in their piinciples and prac- 
tice, and tealously attached to the constitutional powers 
over them, they •bad4)een vea^, on all ocBasiona, to tes- 
tify their obecUence lottery saliitary measure, wUch the 
king, through his governw, had been pleased to recom^ 
'mend to them; and ruled by tfie same soiverdgn, and 
"equally entitled^ to the blessings of the British oonstita- 
tion, with the rest of their ftllow subjects^they claimed 
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a security for tbek. p^ope|ti^s, essential to their com* 
iDjercial interest, and uniforioly eDJoye4 by the c^st of 
the inhabitants of the other British provinces, o^ the 
continent. 

They obf^rv^, the 'idea of foreign attftchm»te was 
ins^psunbie from a trading pc5>plp» avHl undetthe former 
happy cOmtitutiofi 9ik* the courts of thq province^ it gave 
credit tot it&. inhahitanfs and secured to them the. confi- 
dence of their nrighlPIQrB^ tuid the alteration, which was 
propowid» could not be ^eonsidered as an adequiite remc' 
dy fbr'thc mischiefs, which jt W2|s the purpose of their 
process to. obviate, and sQch as they could not, in duty 
totfaemsdves and their constituents, adopt. 

They : said, these sentiments wer^ • freely expressed, k 
firdm an eminent 4esire to expedite the business of the 
session, and'to prevent the delays which, might arise 
from reserve. . , , ,. 

They assertedi that the pO)f^ of issuing commissions 
of oyer and terminer anjl gefieral jtal deUv^yt deiega* 
ted by tbekii^ to his governor, ^c^ild not iaf exercised 
without the aid of the legislatvre of the province. Ca- 
lamitoiia as the circumstance of a people might be^ 
from (the interruption both of criminal and civil juri^ 
diclioh, the house judged themiHery of such a situa- 
tion vanished in comparison with a mode of redress, 
exercised by icourts uiit)on&titationally formed, and it 
was a blessed particulanty of the 3ritish code, that 
civil and criminal jurisdidtioQ had its foundation in the 
bws of the land, and wai» regulated by principles as 
fixed as those of the coh^tiCution. 

They conckided by declaring their unwiihiigne^s to 
make provision for defraying the expenses, attending a 
measure which' they could nsl ^pprove^ 
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The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
speaker of the house of burgesaess of the province of 
Virginia, enclosing a copy of the resolutions of that 
house^ on the 12th of March last, with a request that a 
committee might be appointed to communicate from 
time to time with a committee by them, then appointed; 
also letters from the speakers of the lower houses, in sev- 
eral provinces, expressing their approbation of, and 
concurrence with, the resdves. Whereupon the bouse 
came to a resolution, that the vigibnce, displayed by the 
house of burgesses of the province of Virginia, in at- 
tending to every encroachment upon the rights and lib-, 
erties of America, and the wisdom and vigor with which 
they had always opposed such encroachments were 
worthy the imitation and merited the gratitude of 4II 
their sister colonies, and in no instance more particular- 
ly, than in the proposed measure of appointing commit- 
tees of correspondence, by which communication and 
harmony will be established among them, that they 
will be at all ti;nes rtady to exert ibeir earnest efforts and 
strenuous endeavors to preserve and defend their rights^ 
of late systematically invaded* 

John Harvey, the speaker, Robert Howe, Cornelius 
Hamiett, William Hooper, Richard Caswell, Edward 
Vail, John Ashe, Joseph Hewes, and Samud Johnston, 
were appointed a standing committee of correspondence 
and enquiry. They were instructed to (4>taitt the earliest 
and most authentic intelligence of att such acts and reso- 
lutions of the parliament, or proceedings of administra^ 
tion, as m^j^t relate to the colonists and to maintain a 
communication with the other provinces; They were 
further instructed, without delay, to inform themselves 
particularly of the principles and authority, on which 
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was constituted the couPt of enquiry, stud to have been 
of late held in the province of Rhode Ishnd, witif 
power to transport persons, accused of oficncet 
committed in America, to places beyond the seas to be 
tried. 

The speaker was deared to transmit a copy of these 
resolutions, with a respectful answer, to the speaker of 
the house of bui^csses of the province of Vii^nia, and 
a circular letter of thanks to the speakers of the several 
bouses of assembly, who had so spiritedly adopted the 
patriotic resolutions and measures of the house of bur- 
gesses of the province of Virginia, for their obliging 
communications to the house. 

The house took in consideration the acts of 1748 and 
1754, imposing a poll 9 tax and duty for the redemp- 
tion of the paper currency then emitted, came to a 
resolution, that the laws had had their efiect, and the tax 
and duty ought to cease; they directed a bill to be brought 
for this purpose. 

The house refused to admit Henry Iruin, who was 
elected as a member irom the town of Tarborough, to 
which a charter, authorizing the election of a member, 
had lately been granted by the governor. The refusal 
was grounded on the principle, that the town did not 
contain axty fiunilies, as required by the act of 1715, 
and had never before been represented. 

The governor, in answer to the address of the house, 
sttd it was impossible for him to express the concern he 
felt, in receiving from one of the bnmches of the legisla- 
ture of the province, professing to be dutiful and loyal 
subjects, an address, wluch he ^shed not to think, in. 
decently iiYraigning tiie justice of his sovereign and 
bh government; especially while, with the most friendly 
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beneficence, all the blessings of the British constitution 
were held out to them, their wishes indulged, in regard 
to the mode of proceeding against debtors, which 
they lament toiiave so much at heart, as far as could be 
done, without violence to their sacred and venerable 
&bric. 

He observed, that the inconsistency of the proceed- 
ings by attachment, which formerly obtained in the pro- 
vince, their tendency to destroy commercial credit jand 
confidence, and their obvious repugnancy to the par- 
ticular statutes which were fiiamed for their preser- 
vation, upon the most liberal principles of equity and 
universal justice, might be presumed to be the grounds 
of the restrictions, proposed by government; restrictions 
which he could take upon himself to aflirm, were never 
designed, ungenerously to distinguish the province from 
its neighbors, but founded on the essential policy of as- 
similating the constitution of the colonies, to that of the 
mother country, and supported by the well known and 
generally received maxim, that the conveniency of par- 
ticular members should yield to the general interest of 
the state. 

He said he had seen, with real concern, intemperate 
resolves on the journal of the house, one of which, he 
seemed to think, had an apparent tendency to sap the 
foundation of the constitution, by cancelling that assur* 
ance of protection, the first great bond of the subject's 
all^;iance. He added, that, if the doctrine they had 
first broached, that the tiud of the legiblature of the pro- 
vince was necessary to any legal administration of jus- 
ticCy could be received, it would follow of consequence, 
that a branch of it, declining to adopt any system, could 
unhinge the state, and dissolve all those solemn ties, 
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which, according 16 the British constitution, or form 
of government, happyly and wisely gifted, reciprocally 
bomd the sovereign and the subject in each other's mu« 
tual interest. 

He observed, he was perfectly satisfied of the legality 
of the measures he had pursued for the public good, 
which had been, immemorially, recommended and never 
before authorized He rejoiced in their salutary effects, 
and was willing to submit their expediency to their can- 
dor, when they should reflect ,that, at the forced and pre* 
cipitate conclusion of the last session, the province was 
left, by the legislature, destitute of any establishment for 
the distribution of justice: naked, defencdeas and ex* 
posed to every injury; happily for the province, then 
consigned to rapine and disorder, there resided b the 
prerogative, a power to shidd the subject from the hand 
of violence. Its protection had been sought and im- 
plored, and many parts of the provincebore testimony 
to its wholesome influence. 

The power^ which had saved the province firom the 
last state of confusbn, with which it was threatened, and 
which the house had condemned, he said it would be tus 
duty to exercise, as well ta every othef cbnstkutional 
authority^ entrusted to him by ^ king, whenever the 
security or welfare of bis subjects Would require. He 
lamented his disappointment, in the hope be bad enter- 
tained, that the house would have thought it an indispen- 
•able duty, to have made a reasonable compensation to 
the judges and other mimsters of justice, to whom the 
public are so much indebted; he doubted not, that since 
the house had determined otherwise, the gentlemen 
would find the noblest reward, in the consciousness of 
toving greatly served their country. He concluded, by 
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beseeching the house calmly to consider the unhappy 
state of the province, how much its prosperity depend* 
ed on the present measure, and how much it was incum- 
bent on them to promote it. 

The house prepared a court bill; but the council intro* 
duced into it such amendments, as were recommend- 
ed in Great Britain. The house of assembly refused to 
concur with those alterations, and addressed a message 
to the council, in which they promised that, ever atten* 
live to the iaithful discharge of the important trust re- 
posed in them by the inhabitants of province, the house, 
in the conduct of every public measure which, dur- 
ing the session bad been submitted to their delibera- 
tion, had in view the interest and happiness of their con* 
stituents, as the grand object that ought to govern their 
determinations; appointed by the people to watch over 
their rights and privileges, and to guard them from cvt- 
ry encroachment of a public or private nature, it became 
their duty, and would be their constant endeavor, to pre* 
serve them secure and inviolable to the present age, and 
,jlo transmit them , unimpaired, to posterity. They stated, 
,^t they had given the court bill the attention it requir- 
ed, without sufiering private interest, passion or preju- 
dice to intrude upon their enquiries; conscious, from 
their late melancholy experience, of the unhappy conse- 
quences, attending the extinguishment of the civil and 
criminal jurisdiction of the province; dreading the con- 
tinuance of the calamity, they still submitted to suffer 
only to avoid a greater misfortune; looking back upon 
past grievances, without reproaching themselves with 
being the cause of them, and trusted, that an impartial 
world would do them the justice to own, they contended 
for nothing more, than what they had lately enjoyed in 
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common with the rest of the king's subjects in North 
America. 

The right of foreign attachment, they sud, was exer- 
cised by their sister colonies, unth every butude requi- 
site to promote their commercial interest, and to secure 
the property of the inhabitants; it was a right essential to 
every system of police and a security, inseparable from 
traffic. In a province, situated like North Carolina, 
where trade ^vas the vital principle of the constitution, 
every circumstance, which placed the people on a more 
un&vorable footing than their neighbors, was to enrich 
the latter at the expense of the former, and build the in- 
crease of the trade of the one on the ruin of that of the 
other, and the house needed but to look to the coloniest 
adjoining them, to discover the invidious distinction, 
and to find cause to regret, that, with equal merit, they 
had been less the favorites of government. 

They expressed themselves fully sensible in the ap« 
plication to the king, that th£ act, passed at the last ses- 
sion, for establishing courts of justice, reserving to the 
province, in its due extent, the right of attachment, had 
feiled to obtain the king's concurrence; they lamented 
the ill success of their endeavors, but still flattered them- 
selves, that their sovereign was not inexorable and that 
he would still lend an ear to the just complaints of his 
faithful subjects. To despair from obtaining relief from 
the grievances they were now laboring under, would be 
to impeach the justice of the British government, and to 
distrust the virtues of their king and father: and to sit 
patiently down, in an humble acquiescence, under the 
denial of a security by attachment, would be to render 
themselves unworthy of his roval interposition, and an 
implied reugnation of the rights of subjects, and a vio- 
lation of the duty they owed him, as the royal protector 
' ♦hem. 
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They manifested their intention of addressing the king 
on this interesting occasion, and hoped, that the council, 
equally jealous of the happiness of the province, would 
heartily concur with diem, in a measure that promised 
the greatest probability of being accomplished, although 
their opinion might diflfer fixMn that entertained by the 
house, and should be happy to find, that no passion, no 
private motive, influenced thexonsultations of the coun- 
cil ; but that, with candor and moderation, they pursued 
the same object, though by diflferent means. 

They expressed their confidence, that, in amending 
the bill, the council had paid a strict attention to the 
plan proposed by the king to the governor; but the house, 
the most important branch of the legblature, could not 
conceive that the attachment clause, as proposed to them, 
gave a remedy equal to the evils it was intended to obvi- 
ate; the limits, within which an attachment, so re- 
strained, could only operate^ were too confined to render 
that process beneficial ; the oath prescribed, as a neces- 
sary previous requi^te, rendered it unattainable by every 
one who was not a stranger to the pleasing influence of 
truth and^honor, and subject to perjury ; to swear that a 
man absconds toavoid the payment of debt, was to pry into 
the secret movements of the human heart, and to assume 
a province, not short of inspiration. The house could not 
regard the approtiation of the council, obligatory upon 
their assembly, and whatever might ensue from the dif- 
ference of opinion, it would not be difficult to decide, 
whether the calamity ought to be charged on the house, 
contending for a right, which the inhabitants of the pro- 
vince had for a long time benefidally exercised, or to 
those who urged an • innovation on the constitution, 
which was to deprive the people of what they had so long 
enjoyed un impeached. 
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The house hetrtiljr acknowiedged for tbeiaselves and 
their constituents, the necessity of court laws, and with- 
out anticipating the horrors of a desertion of the inhabit- 
ants from the province, and the extinction of its name and 
political existence, thejr experienced in its present un- 
happy state, sufficient to induce them to wish for a 
change, upon legal and constitutional principles. 

They observedt that the rules of right and wrong, the 
limits of the prerogauve of the crown and the rights of 
the people, being well known and aacertained, to ex- 
ceed either of them was higUy unjustifiable : and were 
the attachment law, as hitherto enjoyed, as a small ad« 
vantage, compared with that of having court laws, as 
the council contended it was, the right of the people to 
it was equal to the right to a more important object ; in 
the smallest, it was bartering the right of the people for 
a present convenienee ; in a greater, it would be the 
same crime, aggravated only by its circumstances. 

They took notice with surprise, that a doctrine, main- 
tained by a former house of assembly, was now adopted 
by the council, who disclosed as their opinion, ^that at<< 
tachments were not known to the common or statute 
laws of England ; they then asked, what did govern- 
ment tender to the people, when it proposed to the last 
assembly a mode of attachments agreeable to the bws 
of England. 

They added, they would assert, on all occa»ons, the 
necessity of attachments, in the manner the people bad 
lately enjoyed them, in point of expediency as well as of 
right, and viewed in the scale of relation to the private 
dealings between subject and subject, it had every ad« 
vantage that could be reasonably sought, as the trade of 
the province and its neighbors was principally confined 
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to the mutual and private mtercourse mentioned by the 
council. 

With regard to the allowance to the chief justice and 
attorney general, inserted by the council in the bill, the 
house answered, it was the undoubted priviWgc of the 
people, exercised by their representatives, to make a dis- 
position of their own moneys ; the interposition of the 
council, with respect to such a disposition, could only 
be considered as an infringement upon the rights of th2 
people, and an open violation of a fundamental principle 
of the constitution. Sensible of the importance of the 
judicial character, and desirous to provide for those 
whom government might think proper to invest with it, 
in a manner worthy of the acceptance of men of integrity 
and eminence, the house said, they conceived the bill 
for regulating the fees of the chief justice, to be a pro- 
vision not adapted to the circumstances of the province 
or to the dignity of the office, and they admitted, that a 
dependence on the precarious increase or decrease of 
suits, and the uncertainty which attended the collection 
of fees on them, created an uiconvenience which they 
felt desirous of obviating : and when the king would 
be pleased to appoint judges, during good behaviour, 
they would show tlie most sincere gratitude for this ad- 
vantage, both in their profession and practice, by givbg 
a perpetual salary to such officers, as woukl do honor to 
the appointment ; in the mean time, they could only 
think of making such provision for the chief justice, 
judges and attorney general, as should appear suitable 
%o the circumstances of the province. 

They concluded by observing, that the sentiments 
which ruled the conduct of the house, were submitted 
as circumstancesi which, if tliey could not induce the 

S. CARO. II. 40 



514 CHAPTER [HTS 

council to alter their determination, would» to that body 
and the world, afford the fullest conviction, that the house 
were sincere and determined in the measures they liad 
adopted, and from which, in their judgment, they could 
not depart^ without a breach of &ith to the public and 
debasing their legislative character. 

Soon after the meeting of the house, on the next day, 
the secretary brought a niessage, to require t^^ir imme. 
diate attendance at the palace. 

Before they moved, they came to an unanimous reso- 
lution, that, having considered the king's instructions to 
the governor, in regard to the process of attachments, 
and sensible of the deplorable situation to which the 
country must be reduced, should the proposed restric- 
tions be continued, they had felt it a duty, which they 
owed to themselves and posterity, to use every expedi- 
ent to prevent it, and, therefore, a committee was ap- 
pointed to prepare a dutiful address to the king, humbly 
soliciting him to withdraw an instruction, which, how- 
ever equitable it might appear to his royal mind, ever 
attentive to the interests of his people, was so ill adopted 
to the circumstances of the province and to its commer- 
cial interest, as to render its op<:ration extremely injuri- 
ous to both ; and to allow his governor to pass a law, 
which, though suited to the policy of the province, 
might be so framed, as not to be in any manner inj urious 
to the interest of Great Britain, which his fsdthful sub- 
jects of North Carolina thought it their highest duty to 
promote. 

The committee wer« instructed, in order to convey 
the address, in the most respectful manner, to the sove- 
jreign, and as the most effectual means of promoting its 
sucoes8| feo^address William Tryon, the governor of the 
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province of New- York, who, Iiappily for the country^ 
had for many years presided over it, and of whose 
wishes for its welfare they felt the fullest conviction^ 
transmit him the address to the king, and request that he 
would forward it, support the earnest solicitation^ of the 
house with his interest and influence, and accept the im- 
portant trust, as a testimony of the great afiection the 
province bore to, and the great confidence they re- 
posed in him. 

When the house arrived at the palace, the governor 
told them, he had seen with infinite concern, so much 
time consumed by them, and so great an expense incur* 
red by the public, that he thought their longer attend- 
ance of no purpose, while they refused to adopt any 
plan for the due administration of justice, to which he 
had it in his power to assent ; he observed, he had mad^ 
them fully acqusunted with the restrictions the king ha4 
laid upon his conduct, which he was sure had been cal; 
culated by government, on the most mature cdnsidera* 
tion, for the welferc of the people. 

He desired the members to appeal to and consult their 

constituents, to state to them with candor the point for 

* 

which they contended, and apprising them that the Unj^ 
had been graciously disposed to indulge their wishes, aa 
far as was consistent with the principles of the constitu- 
tion and the interest ofall his subjects ; then to ask tbero, 
whether they wished to relinquish all the blessbg^s, all 
the advantages and all the security for their lives apd 
property, which resulted from the regular execution of 
the laws of the province, for the contention for a mode of 
proceeding against debtors, applicable only to a particu*- 
lar case^ which was in itself unconstitutional, and which, 
if it could be obtained* would not avail one person in a 
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thousand among them ; he expressed his belief, that, if 
these fiK:ts were fiuriy represented to the people, they 
knew too wdl thdr own interest, to make such a sacri> 
fioe, or to approve the conduct of the house. 

To give the members such an opportunity, he pro- 
rogued the assembly, to the first day of March. 

On meeting the houses, after this short rvcess, the go- 
vernor told the assembly, he presumed they had returned 
fiiBy informed of die sense of their constituents, in re- 
gard to the difficulties which had arisen concerning the 
court laws, and which had unhappily rendered the two 
last sesaons abortive ; and he should rejoice to find, that 
it inclined the representatives of the people to accept the 
modifications, in regard to the process by attachment, 
which he had proposed at the last sesaon : but if, con- 
trary to his wishes, tficy were stiO deemed inexpedient, 
he had that confidence in regard to the house of as> 
aemUy, which induced him to hope, d»cy would no 
longer make the obtaining oft point, which they knew 
it was out ofhis power to yield, the indispensable condi- 
tion of passing laws for the general administration of 
justice, m comparison of which, the matter contended 
fcr, aDowbg it aU the utiUty and importance that its 
warmest advocates ascribed to it, was of very little 
consequence. 

He added, that the law of attachment in every colony 

Mfitf as he had been able to inform himself, made no part 
of the several plans for the adminstration of justice; but 
^ in all a separate and distmct provision; and fix>m its 
havmg been for a small number of years woven into 
temporary court laws b the province, it did not appear 
to hiin necessary or expedient, that it should sUU re- 
main incorporated b the fundamental constitution. >»! 
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he flattered himself, the house would with him, think it 
incompatible with every idea of good policy to re- 
nounce every security of the public peace, credit and 
happiness, every protection of the lives and property of 
a whole people, for a circumstance so clearly, so con- 
fessedly unessential. He adde^, he was not authorized 
to propose any thing new on the subject, and drawing 
the attention of the houses to the late barbarous murder 
of a store keeper on Cross creek, in the county of Cum- 
berland, which appeared to be a prelude only to scenes 
more flagitious and tragical, if the hand of justice con* 
tinned longer disarmed, urged them to lose no time in 
rescuing their country from distress by the re-establish* 
ment of its courts. 

The house replied, they had came to the last session 
fully possessed of the sentiments of their constituents; 
they had however appealed to them again, consulted 
them and stated, candidly, the point for which they con- 
tended, and informed them how &r the king was dispos- 
ed to indulge their wishes, disdaining any equivocation 
or reserve that might leave them ignorant of the con- 
duct they had pursued or the real motives which had 
influenced it; and they had the heartfelt satisfaction to 
inform him, that their constituents had expressed their 
warmest approbation of the late proceedings of the house 
and had given them the most positive instructions to 
persist b those endeavors to obtain the process of foreign 
attachment, upon the hiost liberal and ample footing. 

Under these circumstances, they added, were they to 
adopt the modifications, proposed to them, they should 
violate the sacred trust the people had reposed in them, 
and disregard the line of duty, marked out for their con- 
duct; the people were too sensible of the importance of 
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preserving that security in trade, which they had hitherto 
enjoyed, and knew too well their own interest to nudce a 
sacrifice of it, or to condemn tlie conduct of those who 
had exerted their utmost endeavors to retain it unim* 
paired* 

They admitted, that in many of the colonies, the 
laws which governed the proceedings by foreign at- 
tachment, were detached from those which formed the 
general plan for the distribution of justice; but took 
notice that they were not, therefore, less secured to the 
inhabitants, they had equally the sanction of government, 
and were as piermanent in th^ir 4uration, as the court 
laws on which they necessarily depeiipended; and wlien 
these colonies had made provisions for these purposes, 
by two distinct laws, they ppssesscd the fullest assur- 
ance, that government would not deny its assent to 
either. 

They assured the governor they would use their best 
endeavors to lessen the calamities the province suffered 
from the licenciousness of manner which was the con- 

« 

sequence of the occlusion of the couris; thinking, that 
although the best of human institutions had been found 
unequal to a perfect prevention of crimes against the 
peace and security of mankind, the^most barbarous mur- 
ders having been sometimes perpetrated under the best 
regulated police, it was their duty, and they should not 
fail, to propcise the best plan for the administration of 
justice, in criminal cases, that the circumstances of the 
delay would admit; which would have been effected at 
the last session, had it not been for the unexpected and 
precipitate manner in which he had been pleased to put 
an end to it. 
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The governor observed, that if by telling him, per- 
haps with great exultation, thai the [leople had approv* 
ed of tlie conduct of the house, and instructed their re- 
presentatives to persist in their endeavors, the idea was 
intended to be conveved, that the distressed state of the 
province was to be continued; because he had it not in 
his power to comply exactly with all their wishes in re- 
gard to a mode of proceeding, in some very material 
points peculiar to the province, which was holden by 
many to have been unguarded, too open and applicable 
to fraudulent and oppressive purposes; he could no more 
enter into the policy of such a plan of conduct, which, 
in his opinion, was without precedent, than he could help 
dreading the people would soon fed they made infinitely 
too dear a sacrifice. 

As he has reason to believe opinions prevailed, but too 
generally, that government designed by the resolutions 
proposed concerning attachments, to put the inhabitants 
of the province upon a footing of disadvantage with 
respect to the rest of the king's subjects; he said it be- 
came his duty to prevent, as fiu: as possible, the ill ten- 
dency of so unjust, derogatory, and ungenerous appre- 
hensions. He therefore pledged most solemnly his honor, 
tliat there was nothing more foreign to the royal inten- 
tion than so injurious a distinction of the province, and 
that the same benefit of the process of attachment, and 
every other provision would be allowed in the province, 
that was lield by the people of Great Britain, if the colony 
did not render itself less deserving of the royal favor. He 
assured the house, that if he could entertain a belief, that 
tlie colony was by any measure to be deprived of a priv- 
ilege, or advantage, common to the rest of the king's 
subjects, it would be as hurtful and humiliating to him 
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as to them, and he should consider it his duty to labor 
against it with all becomiQg zeal; a subject like thenit he 
prized as highly the rights of that condition, and should 
as^ impatiently feel any violation of them, against which 
he owed them his thanks to providence, that there was 
a sure defence in their governor's justice and sacred 
re gard for the British constitution. 

He left it to their calm reflection to decide, how &r 
he was chargeable with precipitation in the conclusion 
of the last session; he had waited with patience and long- 
ing dtbirc to see measures taken for the deliverance of 
the country from the evil? that impended it, and when 
he found) that the house insisted on provisions which 
his duty forbade him to admit, in the court bills, he had 
prorouged the general assembly, with the hope that, at a 
future period, in another temper, and after mature con- 
sideration, the house would propose a measure more 
conducive to the happiness of their country. It was 
with this expectation now that he met them, and he 
prayed, that he might not be disappointed. 

He concluded, thsit, as a point of duty, he had always 
made the fairest and fullest representations to the king's 
servants of the transactions of the province, and he had 
fulfilled, unsolicited, every expectation that could 
be reasonably formed, from his lieartfqlt expression of 
regard to the welfare of the province, by collecting with 
much pains and industry, every light and information 
within his reach, from the laws of attachment in the other 
provinces, that could serve to illustrate the point insist- 
ed upon, and by communicating them to the secretary 
of state, 

A bill having passed the house of assembly, for 
the establishment of superior courts, the council, 
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on the third reading of it proposed that the part df 
it which related to attadhmentst and the clause re- 
pealing the fee bill of 1748, be made the Bobjects 
of a separate bill ; that the former, should be driawn 
in auch. a mode as would please the house ; but 
both should be suspended in their operations till the 
king's pleasure be known; and that the superior 
court law be limited in its durarion to the period of 
one year: the house refused to concur, bjr a majori^ 
ty of thirty-three, with regard to attachtnent, and 
thirteen as to the fee bilL This is the first time that 
the yeas and nays of the members were recorded 
in the journal of the house 

In a message to the council^they complained, that 
nothing more fki^orable to the inhabitants of the pro« 
Tince was oflfered, than what they had rejected at 
the last session: they said, they could not think of 
having the important point, for which they had so 
zealously and so justly contended, in a situation 
which would not afford the smallest probability of 
their obtaining it hereafter, on the ample add liberal 
footing which the trade of the province and its rela* 
tions with the neighboring provinces required; net* 
ther could they abandon the clause, relating to the 
fee bill, the remunoration cootemplated therein be- 
ing precarious, and ill suited to the dignity of the 
chief justice, while there was a lan^ providing a 
handsome salary on its expiration, for which tbey 
should not foil liberally to provide. 

The council, in reply« urged the house to reconr 
aider the bill, and expressed their hopes, thMr from 
the wisdon and virtue of the representatives of the 
people, something might yet rise to stay the rain 
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of the couotrj. They repoaied, that, in regard 
to attachments, they had claimed and adopted ali 
that was evfer enjoyed by the king^s subjects in Eng- 
ktfiiifiand tli^y apprehended, that every step beyond 
the limits of the British constitution, would lead to 
ofrori fraud and injustice; and, considering the 
fe^ bill of 1746, as a solemn grant, from the leg^isla^ 
toi^,<of certain fees and perquisites to thfe chief ju8« 
tieei as a reward for his services, they could not re« 
teocile it to their ideas of equity and justice, to take 
frota that officer this permanent security for his sup* 
|K>rt, without allowing him an equivalent: neverthe- 
less, as they were willing, as much as possible, to 
f eitiote every difficulty from the establishment of the 
courts, and as some sacrifiire was to be made, when 
so much good was to be obtained, they repeated 
(heir offer to concur in a separate bilK for the re* 
peal of the fee act, with a suspending clause. 

They objected to the limitation of the juriFidic- 
tion of the superior court, thinking it reasonable, 
that all the king's subjects, should be left at liberty 
to aoe in either court; and inconsistent to give, in 
one and the same bill, to the superior court, all the 
powers incident to the king's courts at Westminster, 
and, at the same time, to limit its jurisdiction in a 
mannier, unknown to IJhose courts* 

They concluded that, if what they bad offered 
was still thought inadequate to the views of the 
house, they could go no further, and must leave the 
rectitude of their intentions to be decided at some 
lilture^period, when the ardor of the contest should 
have subsided, and Ihe arguments, offered by the 
kooseS) should bejmpartially weighed. 
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The house reconsidered the bill and proposed a 
proTiso, confining the process of attachment to 
cases in which proof of the defendant abf>coading, 
with the intention to avoid the payment of the debt, 
so far as bis intentions could be judged, from cer* 
tain circumstances, which should be considered as 
evidence of such an intention. I'hese circumstaiiF 
ces were stated to be, in case of a debtor, residing 
out, or who had never been in the province, neglect 
of payment, in other cases, his private removal out 
of the county, or concealment, in the creditor's be« 
lief, from the ordinary process, to avoid payment: 
the process was also confined to cases in which the 
cause of action, by the most liberal construction, in 
favor of the creditor, inhabitant of the province^ 
could possibly be construed, to have arisen within 
it. 

They refused to concur with the council, as to 
the fee act of 1748, or to strike out the clause, lim- 
iting the jurisdiction of the superior court, thinking 
that to leave the creditor at large, to bring his ac- 
tion for small sums in the superior court, would be 
distressing and oppressive to poor debtors. 

Soon afler their message was read in the council, 
the governor sent to that body *a copy of two arti- 
cles of the king^s instructions to him, which, he ob- 
served, were couched in words, so express and 
plain, and so pointedly forbade his assent to the bill, 
with the amendments proposed by the house of ad- 
sembly, that be hoped the council would think it in- 
consistent with their duty to the king, to advise him 
to offend against bis instructions, by passing the bill. 
In one of these articles, it was said the king woulvi 
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not consent that the jnrisdiction of his superior 
court should be limited, in cases of any value what- 
dven bjr the other, the governor was forbidden to 
re-«nact any law to whidi the king's assent bad been 
before refused, without express leave for that pur- 
pose, obtained upon a fuU representation to be made 
through one of the principal secretaries of state^ of 
the reason and necessity for passing such a law; 
Bor to assent to any law, repealing any former law 
^ of the province, unless there be a clause inserted ia 
it, suspending its operation till the king^s pleasure 
be known. 

The council, however, agreed to the amendment 
as proposed by the house of assembly, and it 
having taken place, the bill, at length, passed thelast 
reading. 

Before the house went to the palace, to present, 
fi>r the governor's assent, the superior court bill, a 
resolution passed, without a dissenting vote, that 
the house and the council bad pursued every useful 
measure, in their power, to relieve the colony from 
the distressed situation to which it was reduced, for 
want of court laws, and, that as well by the bills aL- 
peady passed as by those still under consideration,^ 
they had exerted their utmost endeavors to lessen 
the present and to prevent the future calamities of 
the colony. 

Im rejectmg the superior court bill, the governor 
said, he could never find himself in a situation more 
affecting to bis sensibility, than when his duty to 
bis king opposed his compliance with their- wish- 
es: he had flattered himself, bis open, free and 
eandid communication' of the royal instructions and 
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his repeated aadurancest that bis conduct must be 
regulated by the sincere inclination he had con- 
stantly expressed and manifested, to concur in any 
consistent plan* not repugnant to those rules, 
would defend bim from the tender feelings that op- 
pressed his beart. He besought them not to make 
him any longer mourn over the miseries of the colo- 
ny, with a beart felt devotion for its servic<^ because 
he was not allowed to do all they wished; he dis. 
missed them for further deliberation, with a prayer 
that the Almighty might guide their councils, to the 
perfect restoration of the prosperity and the great- 
est advancement of the glory and happiness of the 
province. 

The house appointed a committee to draw up a loyal 
and dutiful petition to the king and parliament, praying 
for the repeal of the statute, preventing bills of credit be- 
ing issued in the colonies, so &r as it regarded the pro- 
vince, and to allow the passage of a bill to make the de- 
bentures of the province a 1^1 tender in all payments, 
and that in ca$e it was thought improper to grant the 
request of the house, the king might be pleased to with- 
draw lus instructions to the governor, forbidding to 
pass any law subjecting the property of debtors, taken 
in execution, to a valuation, and that the house might 
be allowed to pass a law similar to the late act on that 
subject. 

The house came to a resolution, that the power of 
attaching the estates of foreign debtors was founded on 
principles of the strictest equity, and was a benefit so es- 
sential to the commercial interest of the colony, that 
they thought it a duty which they owed to themselves 
and poisterity, to f etaio it unimpaired, and that their not 
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being able to obtain a law, for continuing this power to 
the inhabitants of the colony, was the source from Mrhich 
its present distresses were principally derived ; that the 
kte superior court bill, as it had gone from the house on 
tbc third reading, appeared to be well fitted to the policy 
of the country ; reserving to the colony the power of at-^ 
taching the efkcts of foreigners, and^ at the same time^ 
guarding against any possible injury to debtors residing 
abroad ; that an extension of the jurisdiction of inferior 
courts would be of great benefit to the colony, and that, 
therefore, it was the duty of the house, to endeavor to 
obtain the king's permission to extend it. 

The house appointed Thomas Barker and Alexander 
Elmsley, to carry the above resolves into efiect. 

Laws were passed, for establishing inferior courts, and 
a court of oyer and terminer, to be holden semi-annually 
in each of the judicial districts, by the chief justice, or 
in case of his inability, by justices, appointed by the go- 
ven:ior ; jurisdiction was given to these courts, over the 
decisions of the inferior courts, by writs of error or ap- 
peal ; the jurisdiction of the county court, was confined 
to causes of no less value than five pounds, nor more 
than twenty pounds ; both acts were to continue in force 
only till the end of the session of assembly, after one 
year. 

The recurrence to the press, for the supply of a cir- 
culating medium, in time of need, had been so frequent 
in the province and the neigM)oring ones, that the rapa- 
city of the counterfeiters was excited, and their success 
had been so great, that they had supplied a considerable 
portion of the paper in circulation. It was judged ne- 
cessary, in order to check their pr(^;ress, to make thb 
kind of imposition a felony, without the benefit of 
clergy. 
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Doubts hivtng arisen^ whether, slaves, being consi^ 
dered by the laws of the provinceiBs things not as persons* 
tlie maliciously kilting of a slave was legal murder, an 
act was accordingly passed, making the first commis- 
sion of this offence a misdemcafior, puniafaable by im« 
prisonment only ; a repetition of the offence was recog- 
nized as murder, and punishable, as in the case of the 
destructioh of a white man. 

A new county was formed out of the northern part 
of the county of Tyrell and tbe southern part of that of 
Hali&s, to which the mme of Martin was given, in 
compliment to the chief magistrate. 

The house came to a resolution, that the poll tax and 
duty on liquors, laid in the years 1748 and 1754, for the 
reden^ition of tbe paper* currency then emitted, ought 
long ago to have ceased ; that the house had frequently 
passed Ults to repeal the clause imposing them, and 
their not being able to obtain a kiw for that purpose, was 
a gteat grievance to the iiibaUtants of the province and 
oppresilk>n to its trade. 

The treasurers were directed to issue orders to the 
collector not to receive the tax for the year Ilr74, nor the 
duty ibr liquors, imported after the first day of May foU 
lowing* 

The house dechred, they would consider such coU 
lector, as would receive the tax or diity afterwards, as 
guilty of a contempt of the resolutions of the house, and 
as meriting their highest censure, and that they would 
consider it as a duty, incambeht on them, to indemnify 
any person who might incw any damage, by actmg m 
obedience to this Order, in this respect ; and that the 
public feith stood pfedged to tnake good any deficiency, 
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should any appear, on the final setdement of the money 
collected, in virtue of the tax and duty. 

In giving his assent to the bUls,, foi* the estaUisbment 
of courts of oyer and terminer and iofi^or courts, the 
governor lamented, that no better system was offered fi)r 
the dispensation of justice, than the establishment of 
county courts, the limited jurimficuon of which reached 
not cases of greater value thaui twenty pounds, leaving 
the people without relief in more important cases^ a dis- 
tinction quite irreconcileable to the impartially (tf justice. 

He said, that the measures which had been t^ken, to 
render ineSectual the powers he derived from the king, 
for the protection of his subjects in the province, and 
the pendency of the bill, for erecting courts for the 
trial of criminal matters, were reasons of the g^test 
weight with him^ for giving his assent to a i^n^ so in- 
adequate to the dut administration of justice, so in- 
competent to the security of the public revenue, the col- 
lection of which was left to depend on the. inl^ity of 
officers, which had appeared to him so inconsistent 
with every principle of good policy. Next to this con- 
uderation, he wished to assure them, he was willing to 
concur with the house, as far as possible, in the relief of 
the distfesses of the province ; and on the one hand, he 
well knew example to be of greater force than precept, 
so, on the other, he rested satisfied, that a short use of 
the expedients adopted, would convince the houses of 
their inefficacy , as well as of the integrity of his inten* 
tions and the rectitude of his conduct : after all, he was 
but too sensible, his assent t^ those biUs, of a nature 30 
unusual, new and extraordinary, would need all the 
apology he should be able to makci to his roval master. 
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He lamented the bad state in which the nuUtia of the 
province was left, and observed » that the informatiofi 
lately received from the superintendant of Indian affiiirs, 
relative to the designs of the Indians, left him, at least, a 
doubt concerning them) and urged the propriety of the 
interposition of government, to prevent their outrages 
on certain of its people, settled in the Indian tonritory^ 
in vengeance for whos^ encroachments, it was to be 
feared, the Indians might extend their violence against 
the innocent and unguarded inhabitants on the frpjitiefs ; 
and, as the prolongation of the session, for a day or two, 
would be far less inconvenient and expensive, than fi 
new sessioHf he pressed them to retire and consider, oa 
proper means for the defence of the province. 

A militia bill, accordingly^ passed both houses and^ 
op the following day, received the governor's assent 
This was the last bill, to. which the sanction of a gover- 
nor ws^ asked, in North Carolina, 

On the 25th of March, the assembly was prorogu* 
ed, and four days after was dissolved by procla- 
mation; this measure was confessedly grounded on 
the assumption of a power unconstitutional, repug- 
nant to the laws and derogatory of the honor and 
good faith of the province, by attempting to abro*' 
|;ate an act of the general assembly, upon which the 
public credit essefitially depended; and, about one 
month after, the governor, by proclamatioa, called 
pn all sheriffs and collectors to levy the poll tax cmd 
idutyon liquors, notwithstanding the directions of tb? 
assembly to the contrajry. 

In the month of June, puUic notice was given, that 
the king, by bis instructions to the governor, of Ihe 
9th of February, had established new orders aiid 
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regulatione ior the future disposal of his lands in the 
province, excepting to such reduced officers and 
soldiers to whom lands were directed to be granted, 
by his proclamation of the 7th of October, 1773; 
but had signified that it was not his intention that 
those persons, who had hitherto obtained warrants 
of survey, should be precluded from ripening them 
into grants, or that any claim to a grant, founded on 
any antecedent step, that could give an equitable 
title to it shouid be precluded. 

' During the summer, the people, in the different 
parts of the province, openly avowed their inten- 
tion of joining in the raieasures. proposed by the in- 
habitants of the province of Massachusetts. Meet- 
ings were held in the principal towns and in several 
of the counties, and a general one was proposed, to 
be composed of deputies, chosen in every county 
and town, entitled to representation, in the legisla^ 
ture. It was recommended to the delegates, to 
meet in the town of Newbern, on the 2/)th day of 
August 

On the 13th of that month, the governor issued 
his proclamation, complaining of the meetings which 
had then been held, without any legal authority, 
and in which, he said, resolves had been entered 
into and plans concerted, derogatory to the authori* 
ty of the king and parliament, and stating his ap- 
prehension, that the same inflammatory, disloyal and 
indecent measures might be adopted in such future 
assemblies, inconsistent with the peace and good 
order of the government, tending to excite clamor 
and discontent among the king's subjects, requiring 
the people, on their allegiance, to forbear to attend 
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any such meetingd, particularly the general one, and 
requiring the ktng^s officers to oppose such meet- 
ings to the utmost of their powers* 

The deputies, however, attended on the day ap« 
pointed, and began their session, without any ob* 
struction: they made choice of John Harvey, of the 
county of Perquimans, as their moderator. 

The council, having been convened by the gover« 
nor, and consulted on the steps which were most 
proper to be taken, advised him that ** nothing could 
be done." 

Ttie meeting proceeded to business, and entered 
into a number of resolutions; in the preamble of 
which, they declared themselves impressed with the 
most sacred regard for the British constitution, and 
determined to maintain the succession of the house 
of Hanover. They expressed their unshaken fideU 
ity to their sovereign and their attachment to their 
fellow subjects of Great Britain: asserting, that, 
viewing, with the utmost abhorrence, every attempt 
which might tend to disturb the peace and good 
order of the colony, or to shake the loyalty- of the 
king^s subjects, residing in it; but, at the same time, 
stating, that they conceived it a duty which they 
owed to themselves and their posterity, in the alarm- 
ing state of British America, when their most essen- 
tial rights were invaded, by powers, unwarrantably 
assumed by (he parliament of Great Britain, to de- 
clare their sentiments in the most public manner, 
lest their sijlence should be construed as an acqui- 
escence, and as a very strong evidence of their pa- 
tient submission to the burden lately imposed on 
them. 
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Afttr these pr^niinary declarations, they made a for- 
mal recognition of George III. as the lawful and right- 
ful king of Great Britun and her dontinions, and of the 
province of North Carorma and parts thereof, avowing 
Aeir fiutbful uid trucaUegiance to him, as fbeir aove- 
ieipi, 

lliey stated, that ibey bid claim to no more than 
the rights of Engbshroen, without any ifinHnution or 
dbridgemcot, wtuch, it was^their indispensable duty.'and 
would be tfieir constant endeavor, to maintun to the 
Blmost of their power, consistently with their loyalty to 
the hwlul soTCfdgn md their great icgard for die con-- 
ilkutioa. 

They asserted it to be of the very essence of the Bri- 
tisb constitution, that no subject should be uxcd, but 
by his own consent, firedy given, in person, or by his 
tcffi representative, and that uiy other mode was higUy 
derogatory to the rights of the subject, aad a gross vio< 
htion (^ the grand charm- of their liberties; and that, as^ 
tfie Briti^ sut^ects, rendent in America, had not, nor 
oould they havt-v any representation in the parlbmcnt of 
Great Britain, any act of that bcxiy, impoung a tax on 
^m, was iHej^ and unconstitutional, and the pro- 
vincial assemblies (the king, by bis govemorr constitu- 
ting a branch thereof) were alone competent to tax the 
people of their respective colonies. 

They dettecd, that the duties, imposed by several 
Briti^ statutes upon tea and otbcf articles, cuisumcd 
hi Amcrii:a, for the purpose of rusing a revenue, were 
highly iilcgnt and oppressive, and that the brie exporta- 
tion of tea, by the East In£a company, to dUfercot parts 
of America, was intended to give efiect to one of the 
said acts, aRdvto e^abliah a precedent, disbonorable 
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to Americif and to obtain an implied assent to the pow- 
ers which Great Britain had unconstitutionally assumed, 
of levying a tax on the American people without their 
consent* 

They bestowed high encomiums on the inhabitants of 
the proTinoe of Massachusetts, for having distinguished 
themselves in a manly support of the rights of America 
in general; recognized the cause, in which they were 
suffering, as that of every honest American, deserving 
the blessings which the constitution bestowed on them; 
and bewidled the grievances under which the town of 
Boston was laboring, as the eflfect of a resentment leveU- 
ed against its bhabitants, for having stood foremost in 
an opposition to measures, which must, eventually, in- 
volve all Britbh America in a state of abject dependence 
ami servitude. 

They reprobated the statute, commonly called the 
Boston port act, as the most cruel infringement of tiie 
rights and privil^;es of the people of Boston, both as 
men and members of the British government, and the 
late statute for regulating the police of the province of 
Massaclwaetts, as an infringement of the charter right, 
granted by king WiUiam and qneen Mary, and tending 
to lessen that sacred confidence which ought to be plac- 
ed in the acts of kings; and the bill for altering the ad- 
ministration of justice, in certain criminal cases, within 
the province of Massachusetts^ empowering the gover- 
nor to send to Great Britain, for trial, all persons who, 
in aid of the king's oflkers, should commit any capital 
oflbnce, as fraught with the Ughtet injustice and partiali- 
ty, and tending to prodiioe the frequent bkx)dshed of 
the inhabitants of the province^ while it furnished an op- 
portunity of committing the most atrocious crimes ^vith 
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the greatest impunity and nvkhoat the least probability 
of punishment. 

They asserted, a trial by a jury of the vicinity to 
be the only lawful inquest that could pass on the life of a 
British subject; and the right to it had been handed 
down to ttttrni from the earliest ages, confirmed and 
sanctioned by Magna Charta, dn& that every subject, 
punished without it, was not a victim to public jus- 
tice; but a sacrifice to the power of tyranny and high 
handed oppression. 

They bound themselves not to import after the first 
day of January, from Great Britain, any Blast India 
merchandise, except medicine, nor from tlie West India, 
any East India or British goods, nor purchase them 
imported by other persons, after that day; not to export 
tobacco, naval stores, cr any other to Great Britain, nor 
sell the same for exportation there, after the first day of 
October, 1775, unless American gtievances were pre*' 
viously redressed; not to import or purchase any slaves 
imported by others, after the first day of November; not 
to use, or suffer to be used in their fiimilies, any East 
India tea; and to consider all persons in the province, 
not 'complying with these engs^ements, as enemies to 
their country. 

They voted, that the vendors of merchandise, in the 
province, ought not to take any advantage of the non* 
importation, and sell their goods at tlie rates they were 
hitherto accustomed to sell. 

The deputies manifested their approbation of the 
proposition of holding a general congress in the city of 
Philadelphia, in the month of September, to deliberate 
on the situation of British America, and to concert 
measures to cflfcct the purpose of defending with cer* 
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tainty the rights of Americans, repairing the breach 
made in those rights, and guarding them for the future, 
from any violation, under the sanction of public author- 
ity. They declared, th^t the people of the province 
would break off all intercourse with any colony, city, 
town or individual, who would refuse or neglect to 
carry into execution such general ^plans as might be 
adopted by the continental congress; and that, viewing 
the attempts made made by the minister upon the town 
of Boston, as a prelude to a general attack on the rights 
of the other colonies, they determined on contributions, 
in proportion to their abilities, to ease the burdens im- 
posed upon that town, for their virtuous opposition to 
the revenue acts, that its inhabitants might be enabled 
to persist in a prudent and manly opposition to the 
schemes of parliament and render its designs abortive. 

Proceeding to the choice of deputies to the continen- 
tal congress, their suffrages united in favor of William 
Hooper, of the county of Orange, Joseph Hewes, 
of the town of Edenton, and Richard Caswell, of the 
county of Dobbs. 

They were instructed to express the people's sincere 
attachment to the person and &mily of their sovereign, 
their determination to support his lawful authority in the 
province, and, in the meantime, their steady adherance 
to the first law of nature, a firm and resolute defence of 
their persons and properties against all unconstitutional 
encroachments whatever. To assert the right of the 
people to all the privileges of British subjects; particu- 
larly, that of paying no tax or duty, without their con- 
sent, and the exclusive power of the legislature of the 
province to make laws to regulate its internal polity, 
subject to the king^s disallowance. To concur with the 
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ddegf tes or dq^uties from the other provinces* iii such 
regulationsy.aiddresses and remonstrances, as may appear 
conducive to a lasting harmony and good understanding 
with Great Britain, a circumstance most sincerely and 
ardendy wished for. 

It was resolved that, at every future provincial meet* 
ing, the votes should be taken by counties and towns, 
and it was recommended that a committee of five be 
chosen in each county, by such persons as should ac- 
cede to the measures now proposed, to see that they be 
properly carried into execution, and correspond occa- 
sionally with the provincial committee of correspondence 
of the province. 

The moderator, or in case of bis death, Samuel Johnr 
ston, of the county of Chowan, was empowered to con- 
vene the present deputies, or such as might thefcafter be 
diosen. on anv occasion that micrht reouire it. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Th.e continental congress beg^n its session in the city 
^f Philadelphia, on the 4th of September, 1774. It was 
composed of delegates from all the British American 
provinces, except those of Canadai Ngva Scotia, Georgia 
and Florida. Peyton Randolph, the speaker of the late 
house of burgesses, of the province of Virginia, \vqB 
called^ to the chair of this august, body: they proceeded 
on business, with closed doors, and the members were 
required to devulge such parts, of it only, as the ipajori* 
ly deemed unnecessary to remain secret* 

The st^tc of the province of Massachusetts^ was one 
of the first objects of the consideration of the.congn^^s. 
They expressed their syippathy for the sufferings of the 
inhabitants of that province, under the operation of the 
late \mjust, cruel and oppressive acts of the British par« 
liament, and their most tliorough approbation of the 
wisdom and fortitude with which, opposition to those 
unjust measures, had hitherto been conducted, an4 they 
.earnestly recommended, to th^r, brethren, a perseverance 
in the same firm and temperate conduct, in the hope, that 
the effect of the united efforts of North America, ia their 
belialf, would carry such conviction to the British .na« 
tion, of the unwise, unjust and ruinous policy of the 
.British administration, as qui<;Hly Xp introduce better 
men and. wiser measures. 
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They also recommended, that contributions, from ail 
the colonies, (or supplying the necessities and alleviat- 
ing the distresses of the people of Boston, should be 
continued; and that the merchants, in the respective pro- 
vinces, should forbear to send to Great Britain, any 
oiders for goods and countermand those already given: 
and, some days after, resolutions were passed, for the 
suspension of the importation of goods from Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and their dependencies, and of all goods 
manufactured there, after the first day of December, and 
inhibiting tHe purchase or use of any such goods. All 
exports to Great Britain, Ireland and the West Indies 
were directed to cease after the lOth of September, 
1775^ if tfie grievances of the American people,, were 
not then ledresscd* The form of an association, for 
carrying into effect the requisitions of the congress, 
was drawn up, and subscribed by every one of the 
delegates. 

A declaration of the rights of the inhabitants of the 
British American provinces, was framed and reference 
was made to all those which the parliament had lately 
violated* A petition to the sovereign, addinesses to the 
pedple of Great Britain, the inhabitants of tfie province 
^oF Quebec and the twelve provinces, represented in con- 
gressy were drawn up, and letters were addressed to 
those who hadneglected to send delegates, inviting them 
to join their brethren in what was deemed the common 
cause. 

The congress recommended the meeting of the other 
delegates, on the 10th of May, and adjourned on the 26di 
of October.. 

In the course of the fall, governor Martin visited the 
province of New- York, and the administration of gov- 
ernment devolvcdi during his absence, on James Hasell, 
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the counciDor first named in the king's instructions, as 
president and commander in chief. 

At the recommendation of the continental congresS| 
contributions were now raised with great cheerfulness,^ 
for the relief of the inhabitants of the town of Bostonf 
throughout the province; merchants-of the first respecta- 
bility, undertook to store and ship, to the port of Salens 
the provisions which were, li^ this means, obtained; 
committees were also appointed, in every county and iii 
the chief towns, to see the articles of association, entered 
into by congress, faithfully and punctualy carried into 
execution. 

Governor Martin returned from New- York, in the 
beginning of the new year. On the lOth of February, 
he issued a proclamation, relative to a pdrchase lately 
made by Richard Henderson* one of the lale associate 
justices of the province» and his partners, from the Che* 
rokee Indians, of a tract of land, about three hundred 
mites square, in payment of which, among other goods, 
a quantity of ammuitition had been promised. This 
purchase excited the alarm of government and ihc peo- 
ple, fit)m another circumstance: the company >had isso* 
ed advertisements, inviting debtors, fug^tiives iroip. jus- 
tice, and all persons, in desperate circumstance, ^o repair 
to the new acquisition, where assurances of an asylum 
were held out. . The purchase included lands \^thio the 
limits of the province of Virginia, and a portion of the 
lands granted by the king to the carl of Granville: k 
was made in violation of the king's prodamation, of the 
7th October^ 1763, and of an act of the legislature ol 
the province, forbidding the acquisition of Indian lands^ 
by individuals. 
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The meeting of the legislatWe body being fixed on 
in cariy day, in the month of Aprili at Newbem, John 
Btfvcy, of the county of Pcrqinmans^ the moderator of 
the laite meeting of deputies, summoned them to meet at 
the same time and place, for the purpose cf choosing 
delegates, to attend the continental congress, in the 
month of Mtf. His advertisement was followed by a 
proclamalion of the governor, intended to counteract its 
tifect* 

The ddegates, most of whom wef« members of the 
assembly, met on the same day as the the legislature i 
and John Harvey waa called to the chair of the assembly 
ind that of the convention of deputies. 

In addrci^ng the house, on the 4th of April, the go^ 
temor said, he met them with the hope that, dismissing 
Avery cauae of private dissention from their minds, thejf 
would calmly» unitedly and fidthfblly apply themselves 
to the high and important office of legislation, in which 
they had so great a sharei according to the constitution 
of their country, nduch now called upon them for relief, 
in a most peculiar and pressing manner: he looked with 
concern and Inrror to the consequences of the violent 
and unjustifiable proceedings, in some of the provinces 
on the continent, where, in many places, the innocent, 
unwary and ignorom part of the people^ had been crutUy 
betrayed into measures, highly inconsistent with their 
duty and dHegiance to their king and state, tending to 
involve them in the most embarrassihg difficulties and 
Matresst and which, if pursued, must inevitably precipi^ 
tite the colonies from thrir present unparalleled state of 
prosperity iritoa train of miscrlcB, moat dreadful to con* 
temi)late: from which ages of time woukl not redeem 

now envied state of felidty. 
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He obscrviec!, the members of the houses \9tft bound 
by their duty to the king, the state and the people, m 
well as he tras by his, to obviate the contagion of thesd 
evil examples in the province, and to defend it, if possi- 
ble, from the rum and destructi6n to which they plainly 
led. 

He expressed his infinite concern on the unhappy 
influence they dfrcady had. The meetings, to which the 
people had been excited, the appointment of committees, 
the violences those Tittle, illegal^ unrestmincd and arbi- 
trary tribunals liad done to the rights of the king*s sub- 
jects, the iagrant and unpardonable insults offered to the 
highest authorities of the state, by some of their acts 
which had been made public, and the stop which had 
been put, in some of the counties, to the regular course 
of justice* in imitation df the unwarrantable measures^ 
Ukcn in other colonies, but too. plainly evinced their 
baneful progress m the province, and loudly ckmanded 
the most efibetual exertion of their restraining and co- 
ercing powers. . 

Addressing himself to the attsembly , he told them they 
were now, by their duty to themselves and their con- 
stituents! most |>aiticularly caUed upon to appose a 
meeting of the delegates, which the people had been 
invited to chose^ and who were appointed to a^sembte 
in the place of the legisbHure. Thb illegal meeting, be 
saidi pursuant to his duty to the king and the constitu** 
tion of the country, and from his regard for the dignity 
of the house and the ju&t rights of the people, he had 
endeavored to counteract and shoukl continue to reust 
by every means in his power. 

He asked What all thb could mean? Whether the 
members of the hoose wirre not the lawful repreaenta- 
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fives of tke people in the province, and competent to 
cveiy hwful purpose? Whether they ^woukl submit 
to see their constituents misted^ to violate their dearest 
privileges, by wounding their dignity and setting up 
representatives, derogatory to their just power and au- 
thority? 

He added, this was an insult to the house of so vio- 
lent a nature, that it appeared to him to demand their 
every possible discouragement;, for its evident tendency 
was to create a belief in the minds of the people, that they 
were capable of electing representatives of superior 
powers to the members of the house, which, if it could 
possibly obtain, would lead, by obvious consequences, 
to the destruction of the essence, if not the very being, 
of an assembly in the province, and, finally, to the utter 
dissolution and overthrow of its established h^ppy con* 
sdtution. This, he said, was one of the fatal expedients 
employed in some of the other colonies under the infiu- 
enoe to fiKrtious and vicious men, intent upon promot- 
ing their horrid purposes, at the hazard of their ooun- 
tfy*s ruin. He declared Umself willing to believe they 
had been adopted in the province, more from a spirit of 
imitation than ill principles, and that the houses, dearly 
discerning the mischiefs with wUch they were pregnant, 
would heartily concur with him in oppottng the first 
dawnings of so dangerous a system. 

As an object of the greatest consequence to all the 
oobnies, he recommended it to the attention of the legis- 
bture, to employ their utmost care and assiduity to re- 
move those fitlse impressions, by wUch the engines of 
secfition had labored to effect, but too successfully, a 
most unnatural divisbn between the parent state and the 
cobnies, which, under her protectiag, indulgent and fos- 
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tering care, had attained a degree of prosperitj beyond 
all example ; while the basest arts bid been practised 
upon the innocent people, who had been blindly led to 
partake in a guilt, to which their hearts were confessedly 
averse, and thus, step by step, they were likely to be 
seduced from their duty, and all the bonds of civil socie- 
ty destroyedi unless timely remedies were applied, a me- 
lancholy prospect, that must seriously alarm every good 
subject, every humane, every honest man. 

He besought the members of the houses, as guardi- 
ans of the constitutional rights of the people, rigorously 
to oppose proceedings, so manifestly subversive of their 
freedom and happiness ; to undeceive and lead them 
back from the dangerous precipice, to which an ill spirit 
of &ction was urging them, to the path of their duty ; 
to set before them the sacred tie of allegiance, by which, 
as subjects, they were bound to the state ; to inform 
them of the reciprocal benefits, which their strict ob» 
servance of it would entitle them to, and to warn them 
of the danger to which they must expose themselves 
and property, and all that they held dear, by revolting 
from it. 

He took notice that the members, both in the houses 
and in courts, bad, in their several capacities, frequent 
opportunities, most sdemnly to swear their allegiance, 
which was an implied duty from every subject, wlien k 
was not professed and declared, a circumstance which 
must have brought it home to their consideration: 
hence, he thought, they must be well qualified to ex- 
plain the obligatory nature and importance of it to the 
people, who would naturally look up to them for a rule 
of conduct, in these wild and distempered times ; he de. 
Glared his hope, that, taught by their example, the peo- 
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pie would immediately return to llietr duty and obedU 
enoe to the laws, and gladly free themselves from that 
tyranny, which ill directed seal and lawless amUiion, by 
all tlie arts of miarepresentatiou and delusion, were 
courting them to submit to. 

He mentioned, with satisfaction, that Jie had already 
received signul proofs of the steady loyalty and duty of 
a great number of the good people of the province, and 
he had the fullest assurance, that many more would foU 
low their laudable example ; be congratulated Uie houses 
upon these.&vorable presages, which, he persuaded him« 
self, they would improve, to the honor and -dignity of 
their country: 

He said, the state of tlie colonies was, at the time, the 
subject of tlie deliberaibos of the great councilor the iia* 
.tion, fromwhose wisdom^nd justice,>every thing ought 
to be expected, consiatent with the principles of the coq* 
stitution and the general welfare of the empire, while die 
colonies continued in their duty, and tlie confessedly ge« 
'nerous character of Britain, and the magnanimity of the 
sovereign, who, through the whole course of his reign, 
had uniformly made the happiness of his people the ob- 
ject of all his views, and tlie rule of action insured it; 
on* this great arbiter of British rightsi, he thought it be* 
come them to rely, with the fullest confidence, and to 
deserve, by a dutiful behaviour« its Eivorable regard* 

He observed, that, if the people of the province had 
amy representations to make to tlie supreme powers of 
the state, tlie assembly were the only legal and proper 
channel of their applications, through which they might 
fbe assured of every attention to their dutiful petitions, 
and lie trusted the house tendered loo highly tlie rights 
of the people, committ4;4 to llieir guardianship, and 
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kfiew loo well the limits of their own power, to consign 
them to any other hands, that must not only be disquali- 
fied to serve the people, but would infallibly divest the 
house of that dignity and consequence, which belonged 
to them, as the rcpresentatives^f the people. 

He pressed them, laying aside all passion and preju- 
dice, calmly and with one accord, to pursue such a line 
of conduct, in those points of general com:ern to Ame- 
rica, as might be most likely to heal the unhappy differ- 
ences now subsisting between Great Britain and her co* 
lonies ; to consider, how great an opportunity they now 
had to serve their country, manifest their loyalty to the 
best of kings, and demonstrate their attachment to the 
British constitution, the most free and glorious system 
in the whole world. He hoped, it would be thdr glory 
to record to the latest posterity/ that, at a time when the 
monster, sedition, dared to rear his impious head in 
America, the |)eople of North C|rolina, inspired with a 
just sense of their duty to ^their king and country, ani* 
mated by the example of her legislature, stood forth 
among the foremost of the king's subjects, to cepcl«the 
fell invader of their liappinesa: thus redeeming their 
sinking country to posierit}% and acquiring to them* 
selves immortal honor and renown ; while a cofitraiy 
conduct must, at once, plunge a once happy land, into 
horrors beyond all imagination, whence nottqng could 
recover it, but the generous hand of Britain. 

In addition to the powerful motives he had detailed, 
he observed, be was authorized to say, that the unwar- 
rantable measure of appointing delegates to attend a con- 
gress at Philadelphia, then in agitation, would be iiigfabr 
offensive to the king. 
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He next drew the attention of tlie houses to the par- 
tkuhr state of the provinoe. 

The exhausted state of the treasury » the large cle* 
inands on it that remained unsatisfied, the dues of public 
oflScers that remain unfiaid, he suid, called loudly for 
their attention, to the ill condition of public credit and 
the finances of the province. 

He congratulated them on the fair opportunity which 
they had, of restoring to the province a permanent esta* 
bhahment of courts, as he had received the king's de- 
termination, on the proposed regulations, with regard to 
proceedings by attachment, which would be commu- 
nicated in a special message. 

In the address, which was prepared to this speech, 
the house began by observing, that they had met, with 
minds superior to private dissentions, determined calmly, 
unitedly and faithfully, to discharge the sacred trust re- 
posed in them by thei| constituents, and, actuated by 
these sentindents, it behoved them to declare* that the 
assembly of the province had the hi^iest sense 6f their 
allegbnoe to the king of Great Britain, to whom alone, 
as their constitutional sovereign, they acknowledged it 
to be due, and to whom they so cheerfully and repeat- 
edly hsd sworn it ; that to remind them of it, was unne- 
cessary* This allegiance, all past assemblies had, upon 
every occasion, amply expressed, and the present repre- 
sentatives qS the people should always be ready with 
pleasure to testify ; sendble, however, that the same 
constitution, wtuch established that allegiance and en- 
j(ttned the oath, in consequence of it, had bound majesty 
under as solemn pbUgations, to protect aubjecta invio- 
late in all their just rights and privileges, wisely intend- 
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^ng, by rf ciprocal ilependence, to secure the happiness 
ef both. 

They contemplated, wiih horror, the ifiihappy state of 
America, involved in the most embarrassing difficulties 
and distresses, by a ntimber of unconstitutional invasions 
of lier rights and privileges, by which the inhabitants of 
the continent, in general, and of the province, in particu* 
tar, had been precipitated into measures, extraordinary 
perhaps in their nature, but justified by necessity : from 
whence, among many other measures, the appointment 
of committees, in the counties and towns, took its birth, 
to prevent, as much as in them lay, the operation of such 
unconstitutional encroachments, and they expressed 
themselves unconscious of any step, taken by those com- 
mittees, but such as they were compelled to resort to, 
for that salutary purpose. 

They added, that, as it was not to be controverted, 
that the people h^d a right to petition for a redress of 
grievances, or to rethohsti^te against thetn, and as it was 
only in a meeting of the people, that tlieir sense, upon 
such petitions and remonstrances, could be obtained, 
the right of assembling was undoubted : to attempt, 
therefore, under the mask of authority, to prevent or 
forbid a meeting of the people, for such purposes, or to 
interrupt their proceedings, when met, would be a vain 
effort to exercise power, in oirect opposition td the 
constitution. 

Far be it from us, continued thfcy, even to wish to 
prevent the operations of the convention, now held iu 
Newbem, or to agree with you in bestowing on them 
the injurious epithet of an illegal meeting* Tliey are the 
representatives of the people, appointed for a special and 
iinport?mt purpose, and to whkh, though our constitu- 
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ents might have thought usadequate^ yet as our meet' 
ing depended on the pleasure of the crown, they would 
have been un%vise to liave trusted to so precarious a 
conlingency^cspecblly as the frequent and unexpected 
prorogations of the ^bseipbly, one of them in particular, 
as if all respect and attention to the conveqience of the 
representatives had been lost, was proclaimed but two 
or three day Sp before the time which had been appoint^ 
for their meeting, left the people without the hope that 
the ^ssenxbly would liave been permitted to sit, till it 
w;as too late to appoint delegates to attend .the continen* 
tal congress at Philadelphia, a measure, which, they 
joined the rest of America,, in thinking essentia! to its 
interests* 

The house observed, they neither knew, nor believed, 
that any base arts had been practised on the people, in 
order to lead th^m from their duty; but they knew with 
eertainty^ that the steps they had taken, proceeded from 
a full conviction that the parliament of Great Britain liad, 
by a variety of oppressive and unconstitutional pro* 
ceedings, made those steps absolutely necessary; they 
bought it,- therefore, a duty which they owed to the 
people, to assert, that their conduct bad not been owing 
to. the arts of designing men, and had it. much to lament, 
diat the governor should have added hi§ sanction to so 
groundless an imputation, as it had a manifest tendency, 
to weaken the influence, which the united petitions of 
the king's American subjects might otherwise have upon 
their sovereign,, for a redress of the grievanceS| of which* 
they complained.^ 

They added, they should feel inexpressible concern, 
at the information he had ^ven them, of his being au- , 
thorized to say, that the appointment of delegates to 
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attend the congress at [Philadelphia, then in asitation, 
would 1^ hig^y offenMve to the king, if they had not 
been recently informed^ on ihe best a^uthority, of his 
very graciqus recqition of (he united petition of his 
Aimerican subjects, addressed to hitn, by the continental 
delegates, lately convened in Philadelphia; from which 
they could not have the least reason to suppose, that a 
similar s^plication to the throne would give offence to 
the sovereign, or prevent his receiving a petition for the 
redress of grievances which his American subject had a 
right to present, separately, or unitedly* 

They Ussured the governor they should ever receive 
with pleasure, the information of any mark of loyalty tq 
the king, given by any of the inhabitants of the province, 
but they expressed their gre^ concern lest the. manner 
in which he had thought proper to convey that infor- 
mation, shouU exdte a belief that a great humber of the 
people of the province were disaffected :o their sove-^ 
reign; to prevent this, they judged it incumbent on them 
solemnly to testify to the world, that the king had no 
subjects more faithful, thaii the inhabitants of North 
Carolina; none more ready, at the expense of their lives 
and fortunes, to protect and support his person, crown 
and dignity. They added, that if, however j by the sig- 
nal proofs he spoke of, were meant the addresses lately 
published in the Gazette, and said to have been present 
ted to him, they could receive no pleasure from his con- 
gratulations on that subject, but what resulted from the 
consideration, that so few had been found, in so popu- 
lous a province, weak enough Co be seduced from their 
duty and prevailed on by the base acts of wicked and 
deigning men, to adopt principles so contrary to the 
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sense of all Ameriea, and so destructive to those just 
l^iglits and privilege, it was theii* daty to maintain* 

They improved the opportunity, tte fi^st that had 
been given ttidm, of expressing their warm attachment 
to their sister colonies, and theif hearttelt compassion for 
the deplorable fate of the town of Boston, and to declare 
the fixed determination of the province to unite with the 
ot tiers, in every effort to retain theif just r^hts and 
privileges, which, as subjects of a British kbgt they pos* 
sessed, and which it was their duty to transmit unim* 
paired to posterity. 

Ill contemplating the exhausted state of the |iublic 
treasury, the concern that they felt, was, they said, alle- 
viated, from the consideration, that it was not owing to 
liny misconduct of the assembly, who had hitherto been 
disallowed to pass any inferior court law, but upon such 
terms which their duty rendered it intpossible for them 
to accept; by which means no list of taKablcs could be 
taken for 1773; and oonsequentty no money collected 
to defray the charges of government for that year, and 
as the governor liad not thought proper to meet the 
legislature, at the usual time^ in the fall of the year 1774, 
the treasury, deprived of the collections of two years, 
was unable to enforce the great demands on it, till some 
law could be passed to replenish it. 

Convinced of the necessity of courts of justice, they 
expressed their willingness to adopt any plan for the es- 
tablishment of them, consistent with the circumstances 
of the colony, which might promise judges of capacity 
and integrity, for such they would, with pleasure, libe- 
hilly provide. 

The bouse passed resolves, approving the proceedings 
of the deputies of the continental congress; and ezpres- 
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sed their determination, as members of the community 
in general, to adhere to those resolutions shortly, and u:« 
what influence they have, to convince every individual 
in the colony to observe them. 

The governor having laid the journal of the assembly 
before the council, they unanimously expressed an opin* 
ion, that the existence of such a house of assembly was 
incompatible, with the honor of the crown and the safety 
of the people, recommended the governor to dissolve it. 

On the 8th of April the governor dissolved the assem- 
bly by proclamation. 

The convention came to a resolution, that as the hap- 
piness and prosperity of every state, gready depends on 
providing within itself, articles necessary for subsistence, 
cloathing and defence, from commoi> prudence and 
regard for the colony, they would encourage arts, 
manu&cturcs, agriculture and every kind of economy, 
and use their influence with their constituents, and all 
persons connected with them to provide them. 

They recommended to the committees of the several 
counties, to propose premiijps to be given to the in- 
habitants, whose industry npay appear a proper subject 
for their bounty. 

They asserted the undoubted right of the people to 
meet and petition the throne for a redress of grievances^ 
and that such a right necessarily included that of ap- 
pointing delej^ates for that purpose, and resolved that the 
governor's proclamation forbidding their meeting, and 
tlie subsequent one compianding them to disperse, were 
illegal, an infraction on their just rights und ought to be 
disregarded, as a wanton and arbitrary exercise of power. 

They declared their unqualified approbation of the 
proceedings of the late continental congress, and elected 
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the gentkmen attending it, on the part of the provincei 
as its representatives, in the next. 

Thomas M^Night, a delegate from the county of Cur* 
rituck, being called upon to subscribe, with the other 
members of the convention, the association recommen- 
. ded by the continental congress, refused and with- 
drew; whereupon the convention declared him inimical 
to the cause of the liberty of America, holding him up 
as a proper object of contempt, and recommending to 
every person to break off all connexion, and cease to 
have any intercourse with him. 

The governor having (bawn the attention of the coun- 
cil to the conduct of John Harvey, the speaker of the 
late assembly, who had summoned the deputies to attend 
a convention, and had filled the chair of that body, tlie 
hoard recommended, that his name should be stricken off 
the list of justices of the county of Perquimans, as a 
mark of their indignation for the conspicuous part he had 
acted, in what thev termed the most dangerous and un- . 
lawful proceedings. 

On the separation of the deputies, the governor, find- 
ing the tide of events strongly running against him, col- 
lected a few pieces of cannon, wliich were scattered about 
the town, and placed them before the palace, with a view 
to intimidate the people. He^despatched messengers to 
Cross creek, in the county of Cumberland, in the neigh- 
borhood of which, a number of emigrants, fi-om the 
Highlands of Scotland, had lately settled; he greatly de- 
pended on their assistance: others were sent farther to- 
wards the mountains, with a view to .pursuade the peo- 
ple, who had been concerned in the commotions, during 
the administration of governor Tryon, that their exemp- 
tion from the punishment, to which he represented them 
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as stiU liable, would depend on their ready assistance 
against the present unlawful opposers of the king*s go-, 
vernment. 

In the meantime, committees were kept jup, and met 
weekly, in every county and in the principal towns; the 
militia, every where, voluntarily turned out, to be tnitk* 
ed» and furnished themselves mth arms nnd ammum- 
tion, and every measure was taken to prepare for what- 
ever oppoation they might be called upon to make, to 
the adherents of Great Britain. 

Governor Martin's conduct gave great cause <^ alarm 
to the people of Newbem: a letter of his* to general 
Gage, at Boston, of the 16th of March, had been inter- 
cepted; the objept of it was to solicit a supply of arms 
and ammunition: it mentioned, that many dT the inhabi- 
tants of the province began to find, that they had been 
misled* and seemed inclined to disengage themselves 
from the arbitrary power of the -continental congress and 
their comnuttees! A watchful eye was kept on tus mo* 
tions; at last the committee of the town interposed, 
seized and carried off, from the palace, sfac pieces of ar- 
tillery. Unable to effixt any thing, finding himself sus- 
pected and insecure, he now made a precq^te retreat 
to Fort Johnson, on the river of Cape Fear. 

In the bei^nning of Jidy, 9Qme disaiecied persops, 
improving the opportunity which the suspension of or- 
der and government seemed to afford, made an attempt 
to induce a number of nq;roes, on Tar river, ; to rise, 
with a view to lead them on and effect a massacre of the 
white people. The plan was very near succeeding; but 
was fortunately disclosed to Thomas Respiss, of the 
cciunty of Beaufort, by one of )iis slaves. . A captain 
iohnstoti, of WhHp Haven, in Connecticut, who luid 
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latdy come to Batfi, fora cargo of naval stores^ fieid been 
made uac of to stir up the black people. Nothing had 
transpired till the eveiung of the 7th of July, the eve of 
die (hyr On which the tragedy was to have been acted* 
On tlie informitbn Miching the committee of the coun- 
ty of Pitt, expresses were sent in different directions, to 
alarm the people of the neight)oring counties. Forty 
negroes were taken up in the course of a few hours; they 
all nearly agreed in the account which they gave: they 
had been directed to fidl, on the night of the 8th, on the 
white people of the family, in which they resided, andi 
tfter destroying them, to set ^re to' die buildings, and 
proceed thus, from plantation to plantatk>n, till they 
reached the back counties, where they were promised to 
be received by persons, sent thither, and armed by go^ 
vemment for their proteetionr and, as a reward for thdr 
exertions in tiie king^s cause, they were to be enfran- 
ctused andtettled beyond the mountains, in a free govern^ 
*ment of their own. In disarming themr a condderabk 
quantity of arms and ammunition was secured. 

The inhabitants of the town of WilmingtOR^ appre- 
hending that the governor might strengthen Fort John-- 
ston and prepare it for die reception of a force which^ 
might be etirployed.to distress them, or that he might 
encourage thdr slaves to repair and take shelter there, 
tmd afterwards arm them against thenr masters; assem>- 
Med under the command of John Ashe, who had le- 
sign^ fai» commission of colond of the militia of the 
county of New Hanover, wiuch he held under the king, 
they proceeded tor ilKibrt,. to remove the artillery from 
h; |but foundv on their arrival, that the cannon and stores 
lad been taken on board the sloop of war the Cruiser, 
and 00 JmsEd «f which the .aaDvernor had sought shcT. 
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ter* Thqr entered the fort and aet tbc buildings in it on 
fire. 

Hie committee of die town of Wilmington, by some 
of their resolves, which they published and circulate4 
through the province,.diargcd the governor with fomcn* 
ting a civil war, and endeavoring to excite insurrecdon 
among the negroes: they declared him an enemy to hit 
country and the province, and forbade all persons to 
hold any communication with hun* 

That of the town of Newbem, came to similar 
resolutions: they prohibited all persons from remo* 
▼ing from Core sound, or any place near which the 
l^overnor might be, without leave from the nearest 
committee, under pains of not being suffered to 
return. 

The governor, in a letter <^tbe 24th of June, to 
Lewis Henry de Rossett, one <( (he council, awk« 
wardly attempted toirindicateliimaelf of thechargif 
of his having grven encouragement to the negroes 
to revolt. He assared that gentleman he had never 
conceive a thoogbt tif Ihat nature, and added bis 
opinion, that ^^nothing could justify siitb a measurct, 
but tbe actual and designed rebellion of the king^t 
subjects, and the<fa3ure^ all other means to main* 
tain his govemiaeDf 

The contineotatl ^congress met tn the city of Philr 
adelphia, en <he dOth of May. fo addition to the 
delegates of the twelve provinces, which had before 
been represented in coi^ress, a delegate from the 
parish of St John, in the provinoe ^of Geoigia, took 
his seat 

On the 15th of June, George Washii^jitoB, one of 
4he delegates of the provinc# of Yirgiaia, wae af- 
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pointed cotnmailder in chief of the American for- 
ces. The congress declared tbej would maintain, 
assist and adhere to him, with their lives and their 
fortunes. 

Continental paper money was emitted, to the 
amount of three millions of dollars. 

On the 26th of June, the congress having taken 
the state of the province of North Carolina into 
(x>n8ideration, and taking notice, that the enemies 
of the lil>erties of America, were adopting measures 
to divide the good people of that province, and 
defeat the American association, recommended to 
all in that province, who wished well to the liberties 
of America, to associate for the defence of Ameri- 
can liberty, and to embody themselves as militiai 
under proper officers, and resolved that, in case the 
assembly or convention of the province should think 
it absolutely necessaey, for the support of the Ame- 
rican association and the safety of the province, to 
raise a body of men, not exceeding one thousand, 
the congress would consider them as an American 
army and provide for their pay. 

The 20th of July was observed, throughout the 
province, as a day of public humiliation, lasting and 
prayer, in pursuance of a recommendation of the 
continental congress. 

This body ended its session on the first of the fol- 
lowing month. 

To the woeful catalogue of oppressions which first 
aroused the American people, were now superadd- 
ed additional insults and injuries: the humble and 
dutiful petitions of the continental congress, flatter* 
ed at first, with a gracious reception^opontbierintfo^ 
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duction to the throne, had been afterwards buried 
in a mass of useless papers, upon the table of the 
bouse of commons, and shared the common fate of 
American petitions and remonstrances, to be reject- 
ed or forgotten. Bills had been passed for pro- 
hibiting the fishery of the New England provinces, 
and restraining the trade of the other provinces to 
Great Britain, Ireland and the British West Indies; 
the minister still continued to pour troops into the 
town of Boston, reducing that once flourishing city, 
to a garrison, dealing out from thence, his instru« 
ments of tyranny and oppression, to overawe and 
influence the other provinces. His designs had 
hitherto proved unsuccessful, and heaven seemed 
lo have assumed the protection of the injured and 
insulted colonies, and signally to have appeared iii 
their favor, when, in the late battle of Lexington, 
six hundred raw, undisciplined provinciak had de- 
feated treble that number of regular troops and pur- 
sued them into their camp. 

The provinces of New Hampshire, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, in imitation of their brethren in Massachu- 
setts, had enlisted lx>dies of troops, preparing for the 
last extremity, and determined to live free, or not at all ; 
that of New York had, to the disgrace of those who re- 
presented her, as inimical to the liberties of America, 
boldly stood forth, determined to brave every danger, 
rather than to submit to the edicts of the mmister, or 
desert the protection of their constitutional rights and 
privileges ; New Jersey, Pennsylvania and the provinces 
to the southward had taken an honorable share in the line 
ofdefence, armed and equipped themselves, toaverttheim- 
pendkig calamity. The latter, in addition to the com- 
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mon ganger, dreading a civil war, ai the mosi awful 
acourge of heavea, had ^ mort dangeroqa etiemj id their 
own bosom; and, after the measures which the mioisttt 
had condescended to, A order to carry into effect his 
daring scheme, tliere waa but little room to hope, he 
would hesitate to raiae the hand of the servant against the 
master, Dr, Johnston, a penaioned tool of the minis- 
try, in a late fiampbltt, entitled Taxation no Tyranny, 
had spoken the intention af the administration, in a buu 
guage too \>lain to be misunderstood: *'The slave 
^ould be let free, an act which the lovers of fiberty 
must surely commend, if they are furmshed with anna 
^ defence and utensils of husbandry, and settled in some 
simple form of goverrment, within the country, they 
may be more honest a/id graieful than their masters,*^ 
feere the words of this prostituted court fiivorite/' 

In these circumstan ^es, the utmost efforts being ne- 
cessary to get and keep |he province in a state of defence, 
Samuel Johnston of tiie county of Chowan, in pursu- 
ance of a resolve of the Lite convention^ John Harvey, the 
moderator of that body, )iaving died, sunuBoned a meet- 
ing of defegatea, to be hoklen b the town of Hillsbo- 
rough, on the 20th of August Soon after the appear- 
anoe of this summons, governor Martin issued a pro- 
clamation of uncoinmon length; he began, by advert«p 
ing to the proceedings ^ the committee of the town of 
Wilmington, in which he said, "the basest, most 
acandalous, seditious and inBammatory fidsehpods, w«c 
averted, evidendy calculated to impose upon and mis. 

tionftwn the king and his government, and concluding 
^M^L^!^ of licentiousness and malignity, chamc 
i^namg thftproductiona of thoaeseditioua S5L««ns. 
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With the mdYe, declaring lum an enemy to the interests 
of the province in pardcular, and America m general; 
an im|Kitent and stale device^ which the malice and &lae<» 
hood of these unprincipled censors had suggested* iE«d 
which was the last contempdble artifice resorted to, and 
employed to calumniate every man, in every rank and 
atadon of lifi:, who opposed their in&mous and noto^ 
rioos proceedings.'' 

He represented the conflagration at Fort Johnston, as 
a deed of *^ wanton barbarity, that would disgrace humafl 
nature, in the most savage state, and was an overt act of 
tn*ason, which would have justified his immetfiate ven« 
geance, restrained by pity for the innocent, misguided 
and deluded people, whom he considered, an the Uind in# 
struments of their atrbcbus leaders, who, defeated in the 
still more fli^tious designs they meditated, and of which 
he had the fullest evidence, and already involved in guilt 
of the blackest die themselves, it might be presumed^ 
urged on the people to ever/ enormity that might make 
them appear principals, in their own treason, instead of 
the Ukid in^ruments of them, and by extenAng the 
guilt among many, save themselves from the penalties 
they had wantonly incurred.^ 

The address of the late del^ates to the continental 
congress was next noticed. The governor observed, 
*'the preposterous enormity of it could not be ade* 
qoatdy described and abhorred ; it marked that assem- 
bly as the genuine source of those foul streams of se£. 
tion^ which, through the channel of committees, had 
overflown a once happy land, and now threatened it with 
every species 9f misery, ruin and desolation/' From 
tUs, the proclamation passed to ^* the treasonable pro- 
ceedings of an infiimous committee, m the town of New« 
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bern, at the head ofa body of armed men, in seizing and 
carrying off six pieoes of artillery, the property of the 
king, that lay behind the palace ; the repeated insults 
and violenoesy offered to the king's subjects, by those 
littk, tyrannical and arbitrary combinations, and, among 
others, to some of the grvemor's servants, who had 
been stopped, searched and forcibly detained, when em- 
ployed upon his business , the unremitted assiduity of 
thoae engines of sedition, to sow discontent and disaf- 
fection, and the base artifices they employed, to preju- 
dice and alienate the minds of the king's subjects, by 
confidently and traitorously propagating the most base, 
scandalous and monstrous fidsehoods of the king's reli- 
gious and political principles, and the ill designs of his 
mimstry, daring thus to defame, and even to traduce the 
character of the best of princes." 
• He alluded to the summons, lately issued by Samuel 
Johnston, ^*by which the people were invited to elect 
ddjegates to a provincial congress, in the town of HiUs- 
borough, as a measure, subversive of the constitution 
of the province, and evidently calculated to seduce the 
king's loyal and faithful subjects, in the interior and west- 
ern counties, whose steady duty to their king and coun- 
try had hitherto resisted all the black artifices of fidse- 
hood and sedition, and had already, on his representa- 
tion, the king's most gracious acceptance and approba- 
tion, which he was authorised to signify to the loyal 
people of the province, particularly in the counties of 
Dobbs, Cumberland, Anson, Orange, Guilford, Chat- 
ham, Rowan and Surry, who had given more special 
and public testimonies of their loyalty, fidelity and 
duty ;"' he gave, them assurances of the king's, most 
firm support, and expressed his confidence, that they 
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would not only confirm the good disposition of liiose 
people, but strengthen and enable them to baffle and de» 
feat evay effort of sedition and treason, prompt 
them also to resist their first approaches, by withstand- 
ing the now meditated, seditious attempt of the proposed 
provincial congress, to steal in upon them the spirit, 
and erect among them the standard of rebellion, undef 
the pretence of meeting for solemn deliberation on the 
public welfare. 

He forewarned the people to forbear making any 
choice of delegates, to represent them in thfe proposed 
provinciid congress, as they would avcMd the gsik of 
giving sanction to an iHegal asseiAbly, 'acting upohprid* 
ciples, subversive of die happy coiistitution of this coun- 
try, and; by every means in their power, to discoufage so 
dangerous aiul unconstitutional an assembly, and resist, 
its baneful influence. 

He offered the king's gracious pardon, for^all outrages 
done or hitherto committed, to all such as would return 
to their duty, the king and obedience to the laws of dieir 
countrjs with ample encouragement and rewards, to 
such persons, as might deliver up to him the few un- 
principled individuals, who )uk1 sauced the pfopk to 
those treasonable outrages. 

He denounced John Ashe of the county of New* 
Hanover, and Robert Howe of the county of Bruns- 
wick, who, having been elected, by the people, colonels 
of the militia of their respective counties, hid called the 
men out to be trained to arms, and forewarned the 
people from electing any military offices, or the per- 
sons thus chosen, from arraying the mifitia, without his 
commis^on or authority, in contempt and invasion of the 
king's prerogative. 

N. CARO. lu 46 
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Delegates to the provincial congress, were chosen in 
cveiy county and chief town in the province ^ most of 
them met on Sunday^ the 20th August; a bonse was 
not, however, formed tiH the next day ; one hundred and 
eighty -four members took their seats. 

It being represented to the congress, that endeavors 
had been made, by the enemies of the liberties of Ame- 
lifea, to persuade several of the inhabitants of the pro^ 
vince,. who had been engaged in the insurrections in the 
years 1770 and 1771, that they remained still liable to 
be punished, unless pardoned by the king, and that par- 
dons could only be obtained, on condition, that they 
should, when required, take arms against such persons 
as should be devoted to destrucdon, for having taken 
an active part in the defence of American liberty, dieoon- 
gresa came to a resolution, that they would, to the ut* 
most of their power, protect such persons from any ifi>- 
jury wtuch msty be attempted, on the pretence of punish- 
ing them, for any thing done by them^ during the in- 
sunrection, or in consequence of it. 

The congress appointed thirteen of their members U» 
confer iritb such of the inhabitants of the province, as 
entertained any religious or political scruples, with res^ 
pect to associating in the common cause of America, 
not to receive any iU impressions, that might have been 
made upon them, by the artful devices of the enemies of 
America, and to* induce them, by any influence and 
persuasion,, heartily to unite for the protection of die 
constitutional rights and privileges of the people. 

The congress* expressed their high approbation of 
the association, entered into by the continental congress, 
at their first meedng, agreed to adhere to it and rocom* 
mended it to their constituents. 
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The membera subscribed a test, professing tbdr alle- 
giance to the king, acknowledging the constitutiond 
executive power of government, and solemnly declaring 
their absolute belief, that neither the parliament of Great 
Britain, nor ai)y member, or constituent branch of it, 
had a right to impose taxes upon the colonies, or to 
regulate their internal police, and that all attempts br 
force or fraud to establish and exercise such chim and 
power, were violations of the peace and security of the 
people, and ought to be resisted to the utmost; and that 
the people of the province, singly and collective^ are 
bound by the acta and resolutions of the continental and 
provincial congress; because, in both they aae repre- 
sented by persons chosen by themselves; and they so* 
lemnly engaged under the sanction of virtue, honor an4 
the sacred love of liberty and their country, to maintain 
and support such acts and resolutions to the utmost of 
their power. 

An address to the inhabitants of the province was 
published^ stating the present <x)otrover8y in an easy and 
familiar suie, in a manner obvious to the ttomeat capa* 
city, calRng upon them to unite in defence of American 
liberty, and vindicating, from the necessity to which the 
administration had reduced them, the taking up arms 
and assuming the eontroul of the militia and nscriiunc 
the silence of the legislative power of government .tethe 
refusal of the governor to exercise the functioas of his 
office, by kaving the pro¥idce and retiring on board of 
a man of war, withouft any violeoceor thccat having been 
offered to him. 

The congress unammously rescifved, that the inhabi- 
tants of North Carolina would cboerfutty pay tbrir pro* 
portion of the expenses, incuntd by the continental 
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congresSf iii embodying and supporting an army, and 
that they would make ample provision for the redemp- 
tion of such part of the sum emitted for thai purpose, 
according to the rates fixed, or in proportion to the num- 
ber of the people in the province. 

The president laid before the house, a copy of the gov- 
ernor's proclamation, uhich had been directed to them. 
On its being read, it was resolved, that the proclamation 
was a &lse, scurrilous, malicious and seditious libel, tend- 
ing to dispirit the good people of the province, and to 
stir up tumults and insurrections, dangeious to the peace 
of the king's government and the safety of the inhabi- 
tants, and highly injurious to the characters of several 
gentlemen of virtue and loyalty; and it was .diiected to 
be burnt by the common hangman. 

For the support of the American associauon and the 
safety of the colony, the congress thought it absolutely 
necessary to raise a body of forces, consisting of one 
thousand men, upon the faith of die resolution of the 
eontinental congress; to be divkled into two regiments 
of five Inmdred men eachr fi>ur hundred were stationed 
in the ^strict of Wilmington, and two hundred in each 
of the districts of Newbem, £deiilon and Salisbury. 
The command of the first regiment was given to James 
Moore,of the county of New^Hanover, and that of the 
second to Robert Howe, of the county of Brunswick. 

The phh of a general confederation, between the uni- 
ted colonies, having been taken into coiisideratimi, the 
congress were of opinion, that it was^ net then eligible» 
and the delegates of the province to the continental con- 
gress, were insthicted not to consent to any plan of 
confbdecation, whidi arfgbfc be oflhed to the next con- 
gicsst until it could be bid before, and approved byi a 
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provincial congress; it being imagined that the associa- 
tion ought to be further relied on for bringing about a 
recoi>ciliation with the parent state; and a further con* 
federation ought only to be adopted in case of the last 
necessity. 

The sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
was directed to be emitted in bills of credit for the de* 
fence of tlie province; and for the redemption of it, a 
poll tax was laid for nine years, to commence in the 
year 1777. 

A battalion^ to conust of tpn companies of fifty men, 
rank and file, was directed to be raised in every dis- 
trict. The troops, thus to be mised, were called min- 
ute men, their uniform was a hunting shirt, leggings or 
spatterdashes and black gaiters; they were to be embo- 
died in battalions, at or near the town of the district, and 
^ continue in training for fourteen days sucoessivdy ; af- 
ter this, the companies were to return to their respective 
counties, and be mustered, at least, once in a fortnight. 
They were Ip be paid when training, mustering and 
called to the field. Edward Vail of the county of Chow- 
an, was app<»nted to the command of the battalion of 
Eldenton district, Richard Caswell of the county of 
Dobbs, to that of the district of Newbem) Alexander 
Lilfington of the of county of New-Hanover, to that of 
the district of Wilmington, Thomas W^ of the coun- 
ty of Anson, to that of the district of Salisbury, James 
Tliackslon, of the cpunty of CuRiberland, to that of ihe 
district of Hillsborough, and Nicholas Long of the 
county of Hali&x, to that of the district of Halifax. 

The congress un:inimously agreed on an address to 
tJJK inhabitants of the British empire. 
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paper, wMch b sud to be lh6 eompositton of 
WlUiam Hooper, began by stating, that the fiite erf* the 
contest, subsbting between the American colonies and 
the British minbters, at the helm oC public affiiirs, was 
one of the most important epochs, which would mark 
the British history. Foreign nations, with anxious 
expectations, waited its result, and saw witti amazement 
the blind infatuated policy which the adminbtration pur- 
sued to subjugate the colonies, and reduce them from 
the situation of loyal and useful subject to absolute de- 
pendence and abject riavery; as if the descendants of 
those men, who had shed such rivers of blood and spent 
millions of treasure, in fixing upon a lasting foundation,* 
the liberties of the British constitution, saw, with envy, 
the once happy state, of this western region, and there 
to exterminate the patterns of those virtues which shone 
iirithal^fat tint bid fiur to rival their own. 

It was next observed, that to enjoy the fruits of their 
own honest industry; to call that thrir own which was 
earned vrith the labor of their own hands aind the sweat 
of their brows, to regulate the internal polity, by which' 
they alone were to be affected; were the mighty boons 
which the people of America asked^ and the appellation 
of trutors, rebels and every otiier harsh names which 
malice could suggest and the virulence of language ex- 
press, were the returns they received to the most hum- 
ble petitions and frequent supplications; they were told 
that independence was their object and had the thought 
to shake off all connexion with the parent state; a cruel 
suggestion, contradicted by all their profeswxis, all their 
actions. 

The congress declared and invoked the almighty being, 
the searcher of the recesses of the human heart, that it 
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was their most earnest wish and prayer to be restored, 
with the other colonies, to the state in which they were 
placed before the year 1763, disposed to glance over 
any regoladon, which Great Britain had made previous 
to that period, and which seemed to be injurious and 
oppressive to the colonies, hoping, that at some future 
day, she would benignly interpose and remove every 
cause of complaint. 

V They observed, tliat whenever they had departed from 
the forms of the constitutiota, their safety and self-pre« 
servadon had declared the expedient, and if, in any in- 
stance, they had assumed powers which the laws had 
vested in the sovereign, or his representatives, it had only 
been in defence of their persons, properties and those 
rights which God and the constitution had made una- 
lienably theirs; as soon as the cause of their apprehen- 
sions and fears were removed, they would return, with 
joy, those powers to their proper channels, and the insti- 
tutions, formed from the urgency of the times, should 
cease with the necessity that had created them. * 

'^Those expressions/' continues the addres, ^flow 
from an afiection, bordering upon devotion, to the 
house of Hanover, as established by law, from sub- 
jects who view it as a monument that does honor to 
human nature, capable of teaching kings' how glo« 
rious it is to reign over a free people* l^hese are 
the heartfelt eflfusions of men, ever ready to spend 
their blood and'treasure, when constitutionally call- 
ed upon, in support of the succession of his majesty 
king George III., his crown and dignity, and who fer- 
vently wish to transmit his reign to future ages, as 
the era of common happiness to his people. Coold 
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these, oar sentiments, reach the thronef sorely onr 
sovereign would forbid the horrors of war and des- 
olation to intrude into this once happj and. peace- 
ful land, and would stop that deluge of hiinun Uood 
which now threatens to overflow tLis colony: blood 
too precious to be shed, but in a common cause^ 
against the enemies of Great Britain and her sons.^^ 

The congress averred, that these declarations 
were held forth as testimony of loyalty to their sove- 
reign and affection to the parent state, and as a 
sincere earnest of their preset^ and future inten- 
tions, and, tbey flattered themselves, thereby to re- 
move those impressions, which had been made by 
weak and wicked men, to the prejudice of the colo« 
uy^ with the intention of bringing the rectitude of 
the designs of its inhabitants into distrust and spread 
sedition, anarchy and confusion through a loyal 
province. 

Having thus discharged ttieir duty to the worlds 
themselves and posterity, tbey hoped that Almighty 
God might give success to (he means they were 
about to make use of, so far as tbey might be aim^^ 
ed to produce just, lawful and good purposes, and 
the salvation, peace and happiness of the whole Bri- 
tish empire. 

It being necessary to organise some kind of pro- 
visional government, a provincial council was estab- 
lished, composed of two persons, duly chosen by 
the delegates of each district, and one by the whole 
congress. 

Accordingly, Samuel Johnson was chosen by the 
congress, and Cornelius Harnett and Samuel Aehe 
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by the delegates of the district of Wiloungton; Ai^* 
Der Nash and James Coor by those of the distrii^ 
of Newbern; Thomas Jones and Whitmill Hill^tq^ 
those of the district of Eden ton; WiUiam Joo^s and 
Thomas Jones by those of the district of Halifiuis 
Thomas Person and John Kinchen by those of th^ 
district of Hilbborough, and Samuel Spencer and 
WaigbtstiU Ayery by those of the district of Sal* 
isbury. 

A committee of sai^j, composed of a |Mresi4pnt 
and twelve meaibers^ was also chosen by the dele- 
gates far each district 

A committee of twenty-one members. Id «¥ery 
county, and one <cff ifteen in each of the towns oi 
Edenton, Newbern and Wilmingtoi^ and seven ia 
each of <the<other county towns, wece disected to hf 
chosen by the Iroeholders. 

The meetings #f the proviiiGial ^oeacB wefe to 
be quarterly* The court house of the county of 
Johnston was the places at which they weie first 
to assemble to transact business, and they were alt 
towed the privilege of fixii^; other times jsnd places 

of meeting. 

The committees of safety were dinct^d* tobold 
&eir meetiu(p quarterly^ in Ibe prinqppsi .^ir^ of 
the district ^ * 

The ^iaunty and •townrcommittees were ^o meet 
monthly, at the court house. 

The latter were permitted lo sit jointly, or be 
consolidated with the committee of diei^ounty. 

The provincial council were empowered to caH 

out the militia, in cases of alarm, to rejfd ^iioert^ 
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CHAPTER Xt 

Iir tlie western part of the proTioce, the people, 
were still eager in their resistance. In the monthd 
of March and April, 1775, the leading men in the 
county of Mecklenbei^ held meetings to ascertaio 
the sense of the people, and to confirm them in tkeir 
opposition to the claim of the parliament to impose 
taxes and regulate the internal policy of the coloniesi 
At one of those meetings, when it was ascertained^ 
that the people were prepared to meet their wishes^ 
it was agreed, that Thomas Polk, then colonel com* 
maodant of the county, should issue an order direct-^ 
ed to each captain of militia, requesting him to call 
m company meeting to elect two delegates firom his 
leompany, to meet in general committee, at Chati^ 
tolte^ on the 19th of May; giring to the dele* 
gates ample power to adopt such measures^ as to 
tbemt should seem best calculated to promote the 
common cause of defending the rights of the colonyt 
and aiding their brethen in Massachuseets. Colo-* 
nel PoUt issued the order, and delegates were electa 
ed. They met in Charlotte, on the day appointed. 
The forms of their proceedii^ and the measures 
to be proposed had been previously i^^reed upon, 
by the men at whose instance the committee were 
»led« The Re?ereiid. Heaekiah Jones Balclu 
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Dr. Ephctttti Brevard, and WiOiam KeoiMib, caq, an it* 
torney at law, addressed die committee, and descanted 
on the causes which had led to the existing contest witb 
the mother country, and the.eonsequences which were to 
be apprdiended, unless the people should make a firm 
and energetic reustance to the right idiich parlianmt 
asserted, of taxing the cobuies and regulating thdr in- 
temalpolicy. 

On the day on uriuch^ the committee met, the first in* 
teD^jenoe of the action at Lexington, in Massachusetts^ 
on the i9th of April, was recrived in Charlotte* This 
intelfigcnce produced the most decisive effect. A targe 
concourse df people had assembled to witness the pro- 
ceedingsofthe:committee. The speakers addressed (hdr 
diiooinnBes, as well to them, as to the commitlee, and 
those who were not oonvinoed by their itasoniflg, were 
influenced by thdrfeeiiaga, and all cried out, ''let us be 
independent! letusdeciare ourindependenof and defend 
it with our livcsXd fortuneat^' A committee was 'ip* 
pointed to draw up reaolutioiis. This committee was 
composed of the men who pbiuied the whole proceed- 
ings, and who had, already, p re par ed die resohiti^ 
which it was intended shpuld be submitted to the geoe- 
ral conimittee. Doctor Ephndm Brevard had drawn 
up the resolutions sometime befixe, and iiow leportid 
them, widiaassflndSBents, as follows: 
. ''BasdMd; Thai whonbever direcdy or. indireetif 
abets, or in any way, form or manner, countenances the 
invaskmof our rights as attempted by the parliament of 
Great^rilBiB, is an enemy to his country, to Atnerica 
and the rights of man* 

^^Bes^ved^ That we, the citizens of Meckknbuig 
county » do hereby dissolve the political bonds winch 
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oundvca tma ill iHcpnos c« AtlMtisb ^rayni, «br 
jming «| pofitml ooiwincinn wkhft iMm, tfait hm 
wntonljr tnmpkd oa on rigbto wdGbcfti(i» and iir 
hBinanli r ihH ^^^ ^ww*^ Mwil ^ Aipcncnsai Lex- 



. '^JB^wAied; Tint «c dokeaAf: dpchn oohbIms a 
frcaeaod indepcndciit peopfe» Ait we «e and qf ii||^ 
eH^lobe a aa f eiti p i wd l irlf gwiriw ii ^ pappte» on* 
^ the power of God anitkaBBnaaleQiigpcaiK tothr 

to cadi oAcrt ^^ aMMnl ixMy w twPf ow Sve% oiir 
fiftoaiBa and ow aaoii aaand hasor* 

^JbaaAw^ Tfait we dD hoBebr flidam aad adopt aa 
fofca cf condMif ad andcaahoC osr fc rfi|P ^ laiaai and 
flv cfwronf GiCMt BfttaMaaHMii ha aonidnad Ime- 
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ipd aa thor i iir i aa Ic B Uudat^ that aipy wonbg of tfe 

tlrpowaiaQf a joaiiaeaf diapaoof, jaaw pwneaaa, hear 
aad di' Hiaaipa caotravcnaea amwding tolaar* pncfn 
pMOKi wdaftoadlwaaoajraa tke iaaiaiyt aadwecveay 
cxcrtioato spread tha bat of.ftart^ aad of aoiinlcy;! 
Mdt aaoreinenl aad faattet nanaiand aaatem of 
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miese itsolutbns were uhanimttuidy adoj;MeA Ioh) 
subscribed bj tii6 dtfle^tes. JiiMi lack, then df 
ChMottt, but nbirilsaURng In tl* tmt df Georgia, imi 
csiga^ to be dife boirer of the reikAifion^ to tlve pre^* 
dent of congress, and dkttted to ddiver copies 6[ 
ifaem to the dfel^tes m cMgtess from Kokth OiroKnai 
Irbe preaidfent retuMdl a poBte answer to the addre«S 
wMeh Iccbinpanieil tile rfeaoludons, in tHiieh he hig(Mp 
approved bf thfe tiiieasti»«a adopted by the delbgatea of 
Mecklenbef g| but deemieri the subjeei of the l ea otoifa nt 
preitoatuit to bt taiid befisie congreaa. Meaartr CaawtUi 
Hooper andt Hewes, forwarded a jbini letter^ in which 
they complimeated the 'people of Meeklenborg fi>r thtir 
^eal in the common causci and recemroended to them^ 
the strict dba^rvance ofgood order; Aat the time would 
soon come, when the whole oondneit wonld foUow their 
^^xanvpe* 

OA thedHy that the reaolothMia weiie. adopted bjr the 
delegates in Charlotte, they were read aloud to .'the peo^ 
pfe, who had assembled in the town, and ptocbimtd 
amidst the shoots and hnzeas, as expressii^ tha fee)mgp 
Mid determination of aU present. When captain Mok 
reached Salisbuiy, on his way to PhibdeiphiH the ^ener 
ral coiirt was fitting, and Mr. Kehnon, an^tomey at 
hw, who had assisted hi ike piy>cee(hngsof the dek^jatta 
alCharlotte, was then m Sahsbury. At the itquest of 
the juc^^ Mr. Kennon read the resolutions aloud i* 
bpen court, to a hvge conootme of peo)^ they were 
listened to with attention and approved by all present. . 

Thedefegatea at Chariotte bring em pow ered to adopt 
such measuies, Ss^ their opiwon would best promote 
fee comafton cause, estdUishad^ variety of reg;olatioiia 
fcr msMghig the tSoneems of the country. Courts of 
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for restraining the If ^de of the provinces, tp fiEHFhfsar 
evailiog theittselves of tjbe benefit allowed Ib^m bj 
Chat act, and' that tin per&on should apply tp the 
eastoii howcfi of th^ stiid cploniepf for Mch clear'* 
aiKea and docuipeqt^t ^, could ool be obtained if| 
the other eoloniee. 

The province of North Carolinii Witf^ directed ta 
supplir the ielend of Beromda with dii^t^ep tbowAiid 
bushels of cori^ and four hundred and sia^ty^ight 
byabeb of peai and baaiM* 

Three millioOB of doUar» were ei^iUed in hil\B of 
credit. 

The pvpvinpee.of Maryland, Virginia wd NPTth 
CarpUmk were perpaitt^d to export produfC^, to a^ij 
part of the world, except Gr^^t Britain* Ireland tod 
the reet of her dowHuoBB« Md Itp import wait in 
relure. 

Tile two battalions wkiob had bom.crdeqed ip be nm* 
ed in the pnovisice of Nonh C^rvjinfi^ {ver^ increased to 
the continental estahlisbmntt and kj^pt in the piiy of the 
unit/tri celoaiea, ler tlie perposc pf defendir^ tW pro- 
vinoe and asfifetiiig the adtjficent oqe3. 

Application ivas made to the committees of sufelgr of 
the province. of South Carolina, for so much powder es 
eould be spared^ for the immffdiaie use of (he prpyiMe 
of North Carolina; and the delegates of that provinoe 
were dbectcd to porchaae drums, fifes and cok>iirs, for 
al& use. 

The coofoesa recommended to tfaecommitiees of safe- 
jcy of that province, to employ, imrae(liately, all the 
gunsmith^ iha| could be procuFed* in flaking muskets 
aud b(tyonets« 
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diaconteflts bad bndcen out in the comfy of Cumber^ 
land ; the county had lately Ttcdivcd a coteiderable ac* 
oeasion of population, by the migration of a nardber of 
fiimilibs from the highlands of Scotland^ the beads of 
many of which had suifered in their former country, by 
their adherence to the cau96 of the pretender, and x}ak 
dread of mceiing die farther conaequduaes of nn oppo-. 
tition to the iteigning sovereign, having brought them iOi 
Ndnh Carolina, a desire of enfoying that peace and qui- 
emeaa, of whidi. they were in quest, rendered tbein 
averse to join any opposition to government. In the 
west and north of tfacir .settlements, . were those of 
the people, who had: lamly been engaged in the troubles 
of the regulatipn war, and who, dbcouraged by their ill 
success, viewed the. proceedings of the congresses^ in 
the ^ght in whijch thos^ of their own meetings had ap^ 
peared ; thp rest o/ihe inhabitants of these counties were 
divided in their mode of thinking. The union ef the 
highlanders,. the., regulators,, and that portion 5»f tlieir 
neighbors, who we^e desirous of remaining under the 
kvigly goveri>n^nt, qr had no confid^rAce^ ^ s^ess 
of itsappoiien(s> ap{3e«red, to govpa>or Martin, an ob- 
ject eaay>tobe f|ccQn^li«>hed, and of ^ vast importance to 
the royal cause. The possession, of ttus part of the pro^ 
vinoe, the very heart cff it, would enable lum to keep the 
rest inawevif.notinsubjection-i'and the. anrivd of Sir 
Henry Ctioton, who was hourly expected at Wtlmiog^ 
ton, ffxmi New York, with a body cf troops, promised 
to aecunc the tomrnaod of the on^ part of the coast of 
the province, which was acces^le to ships of war ; ac- 
counts had also neaqhed the province; that Sir Peter 
Parker and Iced Corowailis woukl sail from England in 
$hei)^nmfig.of the new year« with a conskleraUe bodf 
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of titiopsf Md there vm% reason to faeBeve, tbeir first Twt 
would be to the ^soukhera provinces. 

With this object in vicvt the {{ovemor sent emissa* 
ries into tiie ujpper codnlies, and issued a commission of 
brigadier general co Donald McDonald^ an infiuemial 
diartoter rniong the Scotch cmigriiita ; with this, testis- 
motiial of his rank^ the new general h^ceived a proda- 
mation, commanding all the king's Ic^al subjects to 
join his standard ; the date of thi« instrument was left 
in blanks in order to etuibk him to publish it, at-a fafvora* 
ble hiomehts 

While the govef noi* was thus plie^ring matters, for a 
sudden and vigorobs AtU^k ba tbb' soi^Uierv^, lord Dun- 
more of Virginia, Was mriLing^brrahgtments to strike a 
blow on the northern counties of the province ; to one 
hundred and twenty ^uhr trbops be had joined a 
number of tones and negroes, in ti^iose hsihds he had 
placed somb arms; with this force, hi* marched to the 
(Great Bridge, in the county of NansehiOnd, Va. whiere 
he entrenched himself, waiting the success of some of 
his etUSssaries, who bad gone' ihtO 'tU6 tnunties tf the 
distrftt<!>f Edenton, with a tiew 10 indutib the .^ves of 
the planters M ^Adeavor to obtali% tbeh* (Veedom, by 
flocking to the royal standard in hk temp. > - 

A party, ntKkr lieutenant ooloftel B^Mt, liarcbed 
Ugaihst him ^ on the day of tMar shival at the Great 
Bridge^ they had s rancontre with the enenvfi aiid kitted 
ftve wldQe men and sixteen negroes ; «^n tho next day, 
lieutenant Tibbs, who had the eornimaid oP the boat 
guiait), about six miles from that plaoe, wasattaektd by 
a party of the kmg's troops and a nunrixt of negroes ; 
several orhis men broke grouhd, bt»t he maintained his 
stand with the itesti until 'Ie»tenantcoloifd'Scait dn- 
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patched cftptain' Nicbol*<» utith fifty mca^ to rdnforce 
bim ; these had to pass through a heavy firei and, when 
they jobed'the Ueutenantt they found he had beaten off die 
enemy and killed seven of their men, among whom vm 
the (lAoer, who headed the party. 

The troops from North Carolina joined them eariy { 
on the eveaing of the third of December, they saw a 
pild of iarjge buiklings on fire, at theiv end of the viHage^ 
between whioh and the (brti the enemy had pbeed some 
sentries. 

On iht fourth; they sent a fiarty of one huftdred men, 
under the command of colohel Stephens of the bacialion 
of minute men, aver the river ; he fell in with a guard 
of about thirty men, chiefly negroes ; they got close to 
the sentry, before tiiey tvi^ discovered ; he challenged, 
and reoeiving no answer, fired ; the Americans^ being 
too eager, began the attack immediately, without waiting 
for orders, and kept up a very hdt fire for nearly fifteen 
minuies ; they killed one^ barlfeed another in the bouse 
apMl made four prisoners, all blacks ; the test fled : some 
fine muskets fi^H into their hands. 

General McDonald published the governor's proda* 
mation, early in the monlli of Fdxuary, and erected the 
king's standard at Cross etvek; about fifteen hundred 
Inen colleeted around it« On the first intimation of it^ 
«6tonel Moore, at the head of the first condnentiA regi* 
ment, lately raised in the f>rovince, and such a part of 
the miiitia of tlie district of WilminglOB, as heeould coU 
lect^ took the fieM, with a few pieced of cannon ; he 
htfted near the bridge, on Rocky river, ixi the county of 
dumberland, about the distance of twelve miles fi'om 
Cross crtek, fortified a camp and patiently sat down, 
^vaititig the motion of the enemy ; bis post was a very 
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advantagemis one, as it enabled him to preveM the junc- 
tion of the forces, raised by general McDonald, with diose 
which were expected at Wilmington, from the iK)rthem 
provinces and Great Britain, or wUch the governor 
might be able to collect, in the counties of Ondow and 
Carteret and along the shorra of Cape Fear river, to 
which places he had sent emissariesfor that purpose. 

In the mean while, cdonel Casw^U and colonel Lil: 
lington, who commanded the minute men of the dis^ 
tricts of Newberh and Wilmington, joined by some 
parties of militia and a .fewvotunte^ oorps,^ came and 
encamped on the bank of Moore^s creek, pear its junc- 
tion with South river, in the coaniy of New Hanover. 

Soon after, general McDonald marched, at first to- 
wards colonel Moore, and halted, atsome distance firom 
his camp ; he sent in an officer, charged with a letter to 
the colonel, bewailing the difficulty of hb situation, and 
pressed, by his duty to Us sovereign, to the &tal ne- 
cesnty of shedding blood, while, led by die principles of 
huipanity, he wished the event might be prevented, by 
the submission of the colond and his panty, to.the. oon- 
stytution and laws of their country ; he inclosed a copy 
of the governor's prodamalion and of hb own mani- 
festo, expres»Qghis hope, that the colonel would coolly:, 
impartblly and deliberately weigh theiir contents, an4 
pay them that regard they justly merited, from every 
friend to the human species ; he profered to to him, his 
officers and men, m the king's name, a free pardon and 
indemnity for all past, transgressicms, on their laying 
down their arms and taking the oath pf allegboce, oowl 
concluded, that, unless these terms were accepted, he 
must consider them as traitors to the constittition, and 
take the necessary steps to conquer and subdue tbem» - 
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Deairous of guntng time, colonel Moore amused the 
gencfBl, till he could no longer temporise ; he then re- 
plied, thai hb followers and he were engaged in a nohip 
cause, the most glorious and honorable in the world, the 
defence of the r^ts of mankind ; they needed no par* 
don. In return for the governor's proclamation, he en* 
dosed a copy of the test required by tlie late provincial 
congress, to be subscribed by every officer in the pro- 
vince, invited him to subscribe and o&r it for the sig- 
nature of his officerSf and on their doing so and laying 
down their arms, he promised to receive them as bro- 
thers; but concluded, that in case of their refusal, the 
general and his men could only expect that treatment 
with which he had been pleased to tbrea^n him and his 
followers. 

Accounts readied the gendraPs camp, at the time he 
received colond Moore's final answer, of the motions of 
colonel Caswell and colonel LiUington, and of the arrivid 
of Sir Henry Clinton in Cape Fear river, with a rtin< 
forcement, as well as of lord William Campbell, gover- 
nor of South Carolina. General McDonald now thought 
it dangerous to risk an action with colonel Moore, and 
dreading to find himself surrounded, thought of nothing 
but making his way to Wilmington, with a view to join 
the troops latdy arrived ; he, therefore, decamped with- 
out noise, and attempted, by rapid marches, to elude 
the pursuit of colonel Moore ; he crossed South river, 
and proceeding down towards the town of Y^niington^ 
fell in with colonel Caswell and colonel Lillington, who, 
with about one thousand men, were encamped on the 
south-east side of the creek, where they had thrown up' 
some works for the defqice of their camp ; colond Cas- 
well had caused the planks of the bridge to be taken up ; 
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^ Toreo of the province was much inferior to that un- 
der the general, but the tatter had the dindvantage to 
have the creek to cross; and in the situation in wUcb 
the bridge was^ if an attaek was made, a retreat wouki 
have been a precarious resource ; it was, however, de- 
termined to risk an encounter, and the general being dis. 
abkd, by indispositbn, to lead on the men, cokmel 
McLeod, the next officer in rank, plaeed hsmsetf at their 
head. Ther began the attack with much vigour, and 
were received by the provincial forces with great cool- 
ness and bravery , butthefiiH of cofoad MeLeodand 
Of several officers* early in the battle, damped the spirits 
of the men, and coiond Caswell having improi^ the 
first moment of apparent discomfiture, to chai^ with 
intrepidity and boldness; the royal army was routed, and 
the men, flying in every dk^ectioii, were strenuously pur- 
sued, and severat were made prisoners; general McDor 
nakt himself whs taken. 

The fortunate issue of this Rrst engagement with the 
forces of government, was a most favorable circum- 
stance to the -cause of the province ; it increased the 
confidence of its friends, and filled its opposers with ap- 
prehension and alarm, while it determined a great part 
of those who had hitherto refrained from choosing their 
side. 

The provincial councif met, a few days after, in the 
town of Newbem ; the continental congress, having re« 
commended to them and the provincial council of Geor- 
gia, to send members of their bodies to Charleston, to 
confer wkh a committee of the councif of safety cf tfie 
province of South Carolina, trpon weighty matters, reta- 
dvc to the defence and security of the three provinces, 
Abner Kasb of the town oi Newbem and John 
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chen of the town of Halibx, proceeded oii thit miissiont 
at the request of the cpunciK 

The continental congress ordered an emission of four 
millions of dollars, in bills of credit. 
. They appointed major general Lee to. the command 
of the continental forces in the southern department, 
compbsed of the provinces of Virginia, North and 
South Carolina. . 

Colonels James Moor& and Robert Howe . were ap- 
pointed brigadier-generalsy the former to command in die 
province of North Carolina, the, latter in that of Vir* 
ginia. 

The provincial congress met, at the town of Hali&x, 
on the fourth of April ; they choiae Samuel Johnston for 
tfieir preudent ; Francis Nash of : the town of Hillsba- 
rough and Alexander' Martin of the county of Guil* 
ford, were appointed colonels of the two first regiments 
of the province, in the continental establishment, in the 
room of generals Moore and Howe^ 

Four other rei^ments were also raised, at the requi- 
sition of congress, and the conmiand of them was given 
to Jethro Sumner of the county of Hali&x, Thomas 
Polk of the county of MecUenberg, Edward Bun- 
combe of the county of Tyrrcl and Alexander Lilling- 
ton of the county/of New Hanover. 
: A brjgadiisr general was appointed hi ^h district, 
Richard Caswdl in the district of Newbem, John Ashe 
in that of Wilnungton, Griffith Rutherford in ^t of 
Salisbury, Thomas Person in that of Hillsborough, 
Allen Jones in that of Haliiax, and Edward Vail in that 
of Edentoo. 

These military arrangements were taken, in pursu- 
ance of a resolution of the continental congress, recom- 
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ncndiiig to the provincial congreas to prepare for a vi- 
gorous defence and oppodtion; aocouals having been 
recrived^ that the British ministry and their agents, had 
meditated and were preparing an attack upon Ckarieston 
and several pUioes in Virginia, and probably in North 
Carolina. 

The continental congress having also desired, that 
members of the councils of safety of the provinces of 
Virgfaiia and North Carolina, might meet and confer oa 
such operations, as Aetr mutual interest rendered neces- 
sary ; general Allen Jones and Thomas Brickdl of the 
eounty of Hertford were dewed to proceed to Rick- 
mond. 

The sea shore requiring particular attention, a com- 
pany of fifty mei> was directed to be raised and atattoned 
at Beaufort, in the county of Carteret, and five other in- 
dependent companies, fot the protection of the remain- 
der of the coast. 

In addition to this, two regiments of seven bundreit 
and fiffy men each, were directed to be raised in tlie&* 
tricta of Halifiuc, Eldenton, Newbem and l^Hhiiington; 
Plulemon Hawkins of die county of Bute was appdnt- 
ed colond of the first, and Thomas Brown of Bladen, of 
the second.- 

BiBs of credit were Erected to be emitted, to the 
amount of fi^ hundred tikiusand poiinda, andapoU tax, 
to continue fiir twenty years, was imposed. 

Th^fmner delegpites to die continental congress were 
re-deeted; they were empowered to concur, in declaring 
the independence of the united colonies and fomung 
foreign alliances, but they were instructed to reserve to 
the province tbt right of fofaung its own constitution 
andlaw8» 
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The provincial council, before their adjoamment, is- 
mied fiMTth a solemn declaration, !atating that, impelled by 
a regaid to thdr own safety and the p re s ervation of 
those rights and privil^s, which God and the constita. 
tion had made inalienably theirs» and which the power of 
Great Britain, with unrelenting vengeance, injustice and 
cruelty, was laboring to subvert, they had been induced 
to adopt measures, which it was their wish to explain, to 
those who might be interested in them and their conse* 
quenoes. 

To other provinces, at a distance from their places <tf 
vesidence and without that circle ^hin which their per* 
sonal and fiimily influence might be exerted, to the prs- 
jttdioe of the I continent, and the province in particular^ 
tbey had deemed it absolutely necessary for the public 
safety, to remove a body of men, whose itsldence for* 
tune had cast in the very bosom of the province, and 
who, in. common with the people of it, had shared the 
blessings which a mild and liberal system of provincial 
laws, a benign climate and an increasing trade, thai 
poured riches into the lap of honest industry, the coun* 
tenance and protection of their honest neighbors, held 
out to them with the most liberal hand. 

These misguided people, they observed, disregarding 
the duty, which they owed to their country, under the 
just and equal laws of which they had enjoyed protec- 
tion, procured ample meant of subststance for them* 
selves and families, and possessed of considerable pro- 
perty, they were equally bound, by evety tie, human 
and (fivine, to defend and maintMn the cause of fixrty , 
which, in common witfi the rest of the pro^nce, all vir- 
luous men on the continent, at the hazaitl of every thing 
dear to them, woe Mborins ^ defend. Thsae tocn^ 
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confederating with the unnatural enemies of America, 
taking advantage of their residence in the province and 
the confidence, which that circumstance ncocssarily cre- 
atedi had raised their hands against their neighbors and 
endeavored to embrue them in their blood. Gdd, in his 
providence, had hitherto defeated their wickul machina- 
tions, and put into the possession of the friends of 
liberty the principal men among those, who, from the 
wickedness of their own hearts and the seduction of 
others, meant to have consigned a most flourishing pro- 
vince to the most abject sbvery and oppression : though 
subdued, they^stiU retained principles, inimical to the 
country, and were ready, as soon as they should be fii- 
vored by their sttikition.or the assstance of Iropps, ex- 
pected every day to .invade the province, widi the prpba- 
bility of success, to attempt to carry their wishes into 
execution^ andt^co-qpeniting with a merciless administra- 
tion, drench the province in blood. 

Such, the congress declared, were the«piotives of 
their conduct, which a regard to the common safety, and 
that first principle of nature, self preservation, prompted 
and justice denuuided at thdr hands. In the angu'isb of 
their hearts, they lamented the sad necessity, which the 
finailties of their fellow beings had allotted to their share, 
and still hc^ied for the reformation of those who, in this 
happy contest, were severed from them and those en- 
dearing ties which nature and social connections had 
formed for them, and who still remained in Uie province 
to lament the folly and iirickedness of those who had 
been removed; to those the congress administered this 
consolation, that they might rest assured, that no wanton 
act of cruelty or severity should be exercised towards 
the prisoners; no restraint imposed upon them, but 
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what should be fiecessary to pceyent them using thdr 
.liberty to the injury oi the friends of America. . 

The congress declarcdt they had their own :security 
in contemplation, not to make others miserable; they 
commiserated the emcMrs'of those whom they had in their 
powcn their situation disarmed resentment: they would 
hail their Reformation with increajsing pleasure, and re- 
ceive themSvhh open arms, and their sincere contrition 
and repentance would atone for thdr past conduct. 
Members of the same political body, the congress said, 
had Mt the convulsion which the severance occasionedt . 
and should bless the di^ wUch should restore them to 
friends of liberty, the cauae of America, of Crod and of 
mankind. 

They added, they warred not with the helpless fiuni* 
lies those men had left beUnd; but sympathised with 
their sorrows and wished to pour the balm of pity into 
the wounds which a separation from husbands, Cithers 
and the dearest relations had made; and considei:ed them 
as the rightful pensioners upon the- charity of those who 
had aught to spare, from their neces»ties, &r the relief 
of their fellow creatures: to such persons they recom- 
mended them. 

They expressed a hope, that the humani^ and com* 
passion which had maiked the course they were engorg- 
ed in, would Influence the minds of the prisoners to 
sudi a conduct as might catt forth the utmost tenderness, 
as much depended on the future demeanor of the lami« 
lies of the insurgents as on the treatment they would ex- 
perience. They might consider themselves as hostages 
for their own good behavior, and, by their own good con- 
duct, do kind oflSices to their friends, a tribute of du- 
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ty M wdl M Innuiity, firtim tfiose in whose power t^ 
were. 

General McDonald was rdeaaisd on \m parafe. 

The congress adjourned on die 14th of May. 

The armament ^RMch had left the port of Pormnooth 
in the latter part of December, under the onder of admi^ 
valSir Peter Parker, had proceeded to Ireland, to recave 
aome troopa. It waa detained ao long m Inland, that 
it did not reach the.mouth of Cape^Fear rivcr» till the be* 
ginning of May. The succeiBs of general Caswdl, at 
Moore creek bridge, bad so much depressed the friends 
of the royal cause, that it was, for a kxig time, deemed 
of no avail to make any attempt against the province. 
The troops remained on board of the vesaeh, in the 
river, in the vicmity of fort Johnson. On the 12th, 
however, between the hours of two and (hree, about 
nine hundred men were landed, at general Howe's 
plantadon, in the county of Brunswick, under the com- 
mand of Generala Clinton and Comwallis. The aendy, 
posted on the bank of the river, immediately gave the 
alarm to the guard, who had only time to coUeet their 
boraea and .throw down the fenoea, to let a few catde 
out, which they drove off, before the enemy s u rro un ded 
the houae. On their mardi up the causeway, from the 
river, part of the guard kept up a brkk fire on them, 
wracn me enemy steaouy returneo* a lew women, 
who were left in the house, were treated with greal bar* 
barity; one of diem waa ahot through the tupa, anodier 
waa stabbed with a biyonet, anda third knocked down 
with the but of a muste.. In the snaall skimushi while 
the British were on the csusewiy, dwy had one man 
kffled, aevcral wounded andaaeijeant of the SSd fsgiment 
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made pritoner* Fromgeneni Howe's they marched 
to Oatio'i mill, with a design to aurpriae major Davi^p 
who commanded a detachment at that phce. In this 
they fiuled: the nuyor having received inteUigence of 
thdr landing, by the guard, on their ittreat from gene* 
ral Howc% moved off with his baggage and two swi« 
vds in very good order, unperceivcd by the enemy. 
They burnt the mills and retreated to the vessels* This 
invasion produced no other advantage than three horse» 
and two cows. 

On the 29th of May, the armament left the riven 
it consisted of upwards of thirty vessels, without 
having made any serious attempts against the pro- 
vince: their design, it was believed, being frustrated 
by the discomfiture of the forces raised by general 
McDonald. By the unwillingnesH of the former re* 
gulators to join the royal standard, the separation of 
8<mie of their ships and the loss oi eight of their pro- 
vision vessels, while in the river, they were so dis<- 
tressed for provisions that they killed several horses, 
on Baldhead, the flesh of which was served to the 
men. They, however, found some barrek of pork 
in the county of Onslow, by the assistance of one 
Gibb6,of New river, and another man called Cruder, 
with whom governor Martin had kept op a corres- 
pondence. This was, however, all that the gover- 
nor could effect, and he found himself deceived io 
the hope which he had expressed, of being able to 
command such a force as would be sufficient, with 
the assistance of a few ships and troops, to keep 
the inhabitants of the province in awe and submis- 
sion. 
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This second miBcarriage damped the spirits of 
the friends of the royal cause and copfirmed the 
hope which their opponents had entertained, that 
they would) by their unceasing steadiness, compel 
the partisans of the crown to abandon the pro-- 
vince, or join in the protection of the glorions cause 
of liberty. - . 

The fleet made its appearance before the city of 
Charleston, in the early part of June: it, bowerer, 
abandoned that station before the end of the month.' 
Their inability to strike a blow animated the hopes 
and depressed the fears of those who imagined, that 
the American provinces would not prove able to 
cope with the forces of the mother country. 
'- While it was expected that the sight of the fleet would 
strike terror into the minds of the inhabitants of the mar« 
itime counties, and every possible means was exerted 
to create dissention and strife in the heart of the pro* 
vinces; an attack was meditated on the western frontiers. 
Governor Tonyn of East Florida had requested to be 
furnished with a small force, at the head of which^ rein* 
forced by the adherents to the British cause in his pro- 
vince, he proposed to march into the Indian nations, on 
the borders of Geoipa and Carolina. He had no 
doubt of his ability to engage the red people to spread' 
slaughter, devastation and ruin on the margins of the 
provinces, while with his force he promised to march 
into the thicker settlements. The accidental capture of 
the bearer of his dispatches prevented the success of lus 
scheme. It was not, however, entirely defeated. On 
the very day the British fleet began to fire on the coasi 
of South Carolina, the Cherokees. commenced their in* 
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vasions on the unprotected and unntpecflng faaefe 
settlers. 

Early in the month of Juty, GniSdiRt]therlbM,4xig» 
^ier general of the militia of the district of Saliaburyi 
l^asaed the mountatnsi at the bead of nineteen hundred 
men, while colonel WilGamaon led a party of die miKda 
«f South Carolina against the Cherokees* As generrt 
Rutherford crossed the wilderness, parties of Indians^ 
lying in ambush, harrassed him by a galling fire. 'He 
however after a short time sucoeedkig in uleneing them^ 
ranged t)ie settlement of tlieeneikiy on^sHirbed, hit 
waste the plantations and destroyed their provisions. 
Tina timely chastisement produced the most fbrtunatfc 
fffect; most of the Indians s u rre nd ered themselves and 
sued for peace. The more obstinate fled to the pr6^ 
vinces of the Floridas, in search of that protection, 
which was due to them, from their instigators. 

During these days of alarm and distress in the south- 
ern provinces, an important event took place in Phila* 
delphia. On the seventh of June, the congress received 
the proposition that the United States were and ought 6f 
right to be fr^ and independent, that they were absolved 
from all allegiance to the British crown, and rhat aU po* 
litical connexion betwetn them and the state of Great 
Britain was and ought to be totally dissolved. It was 
agreed upon, on the srcoid of July, and on the fourth a 
formal declaration of independence was subscribed by 
the delegates of all the colonies present. 

On the first day of August, the council of safety, 
.^tting in the town of Halifax, caused this joyful event 
to be proclaimed before tbem, in the presence of the 
militia of the county drawn up under arms for that pur- 
pose, amidst the acclamations and shouts of a larger as- 
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jieniblage of people, than had ever been witneased in that 
part of the province.* 

- Thua ended the togriA government in the provinqe of 
North Carolina, forty eight yeara after the purchase of 
the intereat of the locd'a proprietors; one hundred and 
thirteen yeara aftor the firat charter of Charlea the second; 
and one hundred and ninety-two yeara after the arrival 
of the first British adventurers at Ocraoock. 

. Governor Martin*a administration was a turbulent 
one. He lacked not the indinadon, neither was be ab- 
IKdtttely deficient m the talents, requisite to have render- 
ed it otherwise. During the greater part of it, he 
aeematQ have found tumself too strictly fettered by his 
iiMrucfions, to have been able to do much for the service 
of the province. In the latter years, he appears to liave 
misconceived the meana that might have averted or quel- 
led the atorm. He had formed and communicated tp 
the ministers a wrong idea of his own influence and 
tint of the persons who fiivored the commotions which 
endq^ in the prostration of his authoriiy, and be surely 
had gained no very intimate knowledge of the temper 
of the people over whom he presided. His project of 
arming the slaves would have sullied a reputation ac- 
quired by a series of years of useful services. 

Jamea HasseU, L. H. De Rosset, John Sampson, 
Alexander M'Cullough, William Dry, Samuel Cornell, 
Martin Howard, Marmaduke Jones, Sir Nathaniel 
Duckinfidd and Samuel Strudwick sat in council du- 
ring governor Martinis residence in the province. 

Richard Caswell, of the county of Dobbs, and John 
Harvey, of the coun^ of Perquimans, filled the chair 
of the lower house, and Martin Howard, the chief judi- 
cial seat, during that period. 
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' Tbepc^ulatfonoftheprovinoe^attbeendof theroyai 
government, is imagined to have conaisled of little more 
than one hundred and fifty thoaaand soub; one fifth of 
whom wett alavea» 

The towns of Edenton, Newbem and Wilmington 
were the only ones to which the appellation could be 
given, and the most populous of them, Newbem, did 
not count more than ux hundred inhabitants. 

Rdipon was at a low thb; notwithstan^g the pro* 
vi^on made by law fi)r one clergyman of the eslablislied 
churgh in every pariah, there were not more than six 
ministers, settled in the province. The piesbyteriane 
bad nearly an equal number. The quakers had rdi* 
gious estidblishments in the counties of Perquimans^ 
Fisquotank, Orai^^ Guilfoid, Johnston and Carteret 
The Moravians or united brethren had «x settlements^ 
Salem, Bethabara, Bethaiua, Friedberg, Fridand and 
Hope, and the nundxr of persons under die care of this 
church, in all these, was .about.five Jmndied. 

There was no rq;ular establishment of any othqr de«» 
nomination of christkms; though the coujrties were 
vittted by itinerant hap&at and metbodist prescfaeis. . 

Litierature was har^ known. There were in . the 
whole province buttwo schook, the Inistses of wUch 
had of late been, bcorporated; those of the towns of 
Newbem and Edenton. In the first, a wooden builAog 
had been erected by the trustees^ in wUclttbe meetings 
of the lower house of tbe.lq;islaiure were occammstty 
held. 

One of the principal staple commodities of the pco- 
vince was tobaoco. It was principally cubivafed in the 
vper counties, bordering on Vicginis, andin the western 
one», Indian com, wheat, peas» beaoaand poiitoes,.wtre 
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wmed AnNighout the colonj; mSSiff* and riot irere 
plmed ia te kwcr coaodes of the dutrict of WB- 
aungtOD. TIk Mrimps on the bonkn of Cxpc For 
mer, were deemed vety rich and extremdy wdL olcn- 
taKdforifaeeiiHureornce; but the gfe:ttcr pvtremaia- 
td undBwied for mot of peo{^. Cotton vu rued oa 
nort of the fimu, though, pcihq», not oo any far expor- 
titioa,diest^appeMedexceaaat. Ship buUiig ww 
laat^cGtof atteittioh^in several paits of ibepronoce» 
liqipqmntitietof nnlttoRftMid kimber of all Uods 
vcre exported yvtAj* Vast hctdi of oMde vd hog» 
moeiuied. Maoy settlers, in those parts of dieooan- 
try, wUchii^at a distance from navigable atiCMni) de- 
peadcdon the Udesof thek- cattle lod bandkdneaC, 
widi some com and potatoes, for die people of their 
plmMMiaSa ^loae aeiueiueDta wcr noti bowcrer, TCiy 
■ BB MO u ^moatef the bnna being on the harden of 
SonscfiTor or GrBck« affofdng the meana of nland Banga** 
60a. The proviMB, however, MS (pcadydefideot in 
pottBfttthB moudM of ber riven, wfaidi Bngbt adioH 

XoB vnnvy nooeof hmbandij ma Is dew apKoc 
af wood hud, a mrk of bat little trouble, the growth of 
mn bdi^ geBvillv thin. Thk beii^ efiected, aid the 
daring fcnoed, InifiM com was jTarijr aowa, dH the 
g^oond oeaaed to yidd a crop sufficient to rep^ tfae Ubor 
<tf die tower. In the lower coontia, a new paece of 
ground was now cleared; in tlie back coumics,. when the 
soil vns stronger and the climate more tempentc, the 
land vras sown with peas or baana one year, and after* 
wards, for two or three years, widi wfaeaL 

In this system or crops, the bnd wasclfcn guJ as ft 
X it wore out, ficsh pieces daaced, cxhiiwtcd io s 
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sion, and kft to the spontaneous growth ; it was not 
here, as in England and the northern colonies, where 
weeds come first and then grass ; the climate was so 
hot, that, except on rich moist lands, any sort of grass 
was scarce ; but the fidlow, in a few years, became a 
forest, no climate being more congenial to the quick 
growth of trees'; if the planter did not return, to culti« 
vate the land, which, from the great abundance of waste 
ground, was often the case, the old plantation ceased 
soon to be distinguishable from the rest of the woods. 

Fruit was in as great abundance, and naturally of as 
fine a flavour, as in any of the other provinces ; peaches 
were so plentiful, that vast quantities of them were 
given to the hogs. 

The total exports of the province were valued at one 
hundred thousand pounds sterling. 
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